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PREFACE, 


In  publishing  the  present  History  of  the  Protectorate  o(* 
Richard  Cromwell  and  of  the  Restoration  of  Charles  II., 
which  forms  the  third  part  of  my  History  of  the  English 
Revolution,  I  should  not  consider  it  necessary  to  make 
any  pre&toiy  observations,  if  I  were  not  anxious  to  give 
a  short  eiEplanation  with  r^ard  to  the  Historical  Docu- 
ments which  are  appended  to  it. 

These  documents  are  numerous.  I  have  collected,  and 
I  might  have  published,  many  others  which  would  not 
have  been  wanting  in  interest.  My  reason  for  publish- 
ing all  those  which  accompany  these  volumes,  and  those 
only,  is  the  following  : — 

^Mien  an  author  has  carefully  studied  a  great  histo- 
rical drama,  in  the  national  annals  and  archives,  there 
still  remains  one  important  witness  for  hira  to  examine, — 
the  public  who  looked  on,  without  taking  part  in  the 
action.  This  public  consists  of  those  governments  and 
peoples  which  arc  at  once  foreigners  and  neighbours, — 


u 


PREFACE, 


carious  spectators,  though  witli  no  passionate  or  all- 
obsorbing  interest  in  the  events  which  are  occurring 
near  to  thera,  but  not  aroong  them,  beneath  Lheir  eyes, 
but  not  by  their  hands ;  too  closely  connected  with  the 
actors  to  be  indifferent  to  the  performance,  and  yet  suffi- 
ciently separated  from  them  to  be  able  to  observe  it  with 
freedom  and  impartiality  of  mind.  It  is  chiefly  iu  the 
correspondence  of  diplomatic  agents  that  this  evidence  is 
to  be  found ;  it  was  their  special  mission  to  watch  closely, 
and  to  obtain  accurate  information  ;  they  wrote,  without 
fear  or  restraint,  all  that  they  had  seen,  learned,  and 
thought.  Their  narratives  furnish  the  indispensable 
complement,  and  the  best  check,  to  national  documents. 
In  regard  to  all  that  hns  occurred  in  Europe  during  the 
last  three  centuries,  no  history  can  be  definitive  unlesa 
it  has  been  subjected  to  this  test,  and  has  borrowed 
from  this  source. 

Dui'ing  the  Commonwealth,  and  under  the  government 
of  Cromwell,  France  and  Spain  contended,  in  London, 
for  the  alliance  of  England,  In  my  previous  volumes,  I 
liave  published  the  letters  of  their  ambassadors  at  this 
period, — M.  de  Bordeaux  and  Don  Alonzo  de  Cardefias, 
Under  the  Protectorate  of  Richard  Cromwell,  and  du^ 
ring  the  republican  anarchy  which  preceded  the  recall  of 
the  Stuarts,  France  alone  was  represented  in  London  ;- 
Spain,  at  war  with  England,  no  longer  had  a  minister 
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that  c^itaL  I  now  publish  the  correspondence  of  M. 
de  Bordeaux  with  Cardinal  Mazarin  and  M.  de  Brienne 
during  that  interval.  I  have  added  eight  letters  ad- 
dressed by  Mazarin  to  Bordeaux,  soon  after  the  death 
of  Cromwell,  in  which  the  Cardinal's  personal  policy  is 
dearly  developed.  I  have  also  found  some  documents 
among  the  Spanish  correspondence  between  Brussels  and 
Madrid,  at  the  time  when  the  restoration  of  the  Stuarts 
was  dose  at  hand,  which  throw  great  light  on  the  posi- 
tion and  intentions  of  the  Court  of  Spain  in  its  relations 
with  Eng^d  and  her  King ;  these  papers  I  have  added 
to  the  despatches  of  Bordeaux  and  Mazarin.  I  have 
thus  placed,  during  the  whole  of  this  pehod,  and  almost 
day  by  day,  the  reports  of  the  French  and  Spanish  di- 
plomatic agents  In  juxtaposition  with  the  English  narra- 
tives. I  have  confined  the  historical  documents  which  I 
publish  within  these  limits.  I  have  given  enough,  I  think, 
to  complete  and  elucidate  the  history.  I  do  not  think  I 
have  given  too  much. 

GUIZOT. 
Pari*,  Marrh -21,  IS&G. 


CONTENTS 

OF  THE  FmST  VOLUME. 


BOOK  I. 


vAas 


Condition  of  Parties  in  England 

Accession  of  Bichard  Cromwell  3 

His  Character 5 

Attitude  of  the  Continental  Powers 6 

Hopes  of  the  Eoyalists 7 

First  Symptoms  of  Discord 13 

Cantions  Demeanour  of  Monk 16 

Pretensions  of  the  Army 17 

Difficulties  of  raising  Money 20 

The  War  in  the  north  of  Europe 23 

Disquietude  of  Richard's  partizans 27 

Convocation  of  a  Parliament 32 

Character  of  the  Elections          ...*...  33 

Conduct  of  the  Boyalists •        .  30 

Opening  of  tte  Parliament 39 

Debate  on  the  Oath  of  Fidelity 41 

On  the  Becognition  of  the  Protector           .....  47 

State  of  Parties 5(» 

Debate  on  the  Other  House 6() 

On  Foreign  Affairs 77 

On  the  Finances 84 

On  Oliver  Crom'    U's  tyrannical  Acts         .....  89 

Case  of  Major-C     eral  Overton 91 

Case  of  Kowland  Thomas 95 

Case  of  Major-General  Butler 100 

Popularity  of  Eich  *rd  Cromwell 105 

Discontent  of  the  Army 112 


VI  CONTENTS. 

The  General  Council  of  Officew 113 

Their  Homble  Bepresentation  and  Petition        ....  115 

Alarm  of  the  Parliament 117 

Diaaolution  of  the  Council  of  Officers 120 

Proposals  of  Lord  Broghill 121 

Irresolution  of  Biohard 123 

SecMsion  of  the  Army 125 

Dissolution  of  the  Parliament 127 


BOOK  II. 

Embarrassment  of  the  Officers 130 

Position  of  the  Protector 131 

Becall  of  the  Long  Parliament 134 

Exclusion  of  the  Presbyterians 138 

Intrigues  of  the  Sf^aUsts  with  the  Crorawelliaus  141 

Petition  of  the  Officers 148 

Policy  of  the  Parliament 150 

Oi^anization  of  its  GrOTemment 151 

Its  Financial  Difficulties 153 

Its  behaviour  towards  the  Army 162 

Its  Foreign  Policy 166 

Its  conduct  to  the  sons  of  Cromwell 173 

Monk  declares  in  its  favour 178 

Thurloe  and  St.  John 181 

Outbreak  of  dissensions 183 

Sir  Harry  Yiuie  luid  the  Sectaries 185 

State  of  the  Boyalist  Party 186 

Its  new  Elements 187 

Views  of  Charles  n 189 

Sir  Edward  Hyde 190 

Intrigues  of  the  Catholics 192 

Soyalist  Plot  in  England 195 

Treachery  of  Sir  Eichard  Willis 198 

Offers  of  Cond^  and  Turenne 202 

Insurrection  of  Sir  Oeorge  Booth 204 

His  defeat  by  Lambert 207 

Charles  II.  at  Fontarabia 212 

Position  of  the  Kepublican  Parliament                         .  *      .  216 

Intrigues  of  Lambert  against  it 217 

Outbreak  of  the  quarrel     ........  219 

Lambert's  dismissal  by  the  Parliament 223 

Lambert  expels  the  Parliament 226 


CONTENTS. 


VU 


ILLUSTRATIVE  LETTERS. 


BOOK  I. 

TAUm 

1.  M.  de  Bordeaux  to  Cardinal 'Mazarin,  September  15, 1668  .  231 

2.  The  same  to  the  same.  September  28. 1658  ....  233 

3.  The  same  to  the  same,  September  29, 1658  ....  237 

4.  The  same  to  the  same.  September  30,  1658   ....  239 

5.  The  same  to  the  same,  October  3, 1658         ....  240 

6.  The  same  to  the  same.  October  10,  1658       ....  242 

7.  The  same  to  the  same,  October  17,  1668       ....  241 

8.  The  same  to  the  same,  October  24,  1658       ....  246 

9.  The  same  to  the  same,  October  31,  1658       ....  247 

10.  The  same  to  the  same,  Norember  11,  1658  ....  240 

11.  The  same  to  the  same,  November  18,  1658   ....  252 

12.  The  same  to  M.  de  Brienne,  Norember  27, 1658  254 

13.  The  same  to  Cardinal  Mazarin,  December  2,  1658  260 
11.  The  same  to  M.  de  Brienne,  December  2,  1658     .  262 

15.  The  same  to  Cardinal  Mazarin,  December  9.  1658  266 

16.  The  same  to  M.  de  Brienne,  December  9,  1658     ...  266 

17.  The  same  to  Cardmal  Maurin,  December  16,  1658  270 

18.  The  same  to  ^f.  de  Brienne,  December  16,  1658  271 

19.  The  same  to  Cardinal  Mazarin,  December  23,  1658  274 

20.  The  same  to  M.  de  Brienne,  December  23,  1658  275 

21.  The  same  to  Cardinal  Mazarin,  January  16,  1659  278 

22.  The  same  to  the  same,  January  30,  1659      ....  286 

23.  The  same  to  the  same,  February  3-6,  1659            ...  287 

24.  The  same  to  the  same.  February  10,  1659     ....  295 

25.  The  same  to  the  same,  February  13,  1659     ....  296 
36.  The  same  to  the  same,  February  20,  1659     ....  300 

27.  The  same  to  the  same,  February  24,  1659     ....  303 

28.  The  same  to  the  same,  February  27,  1659     ....  306 

29.  The  same  to  the  same,  .March  6,  1659            ....  312 

30.  The  same  to  the  same,  March  7,  1659            ....  317 

31.  The  same  to  the  dame,  March  10,  1659  .321 

32.  The  same  to  the  same,  March  13,  1659  .324 

33.  The  same  to  the  same,  March  17.  1659                   ...  331 
31  The  same  to  the  same,  :March  20.  1659          ....  334 

35.  The  same  to  the  same,  March  27-31,  1659    ....  337 

36.  The  same  to  the  same,  April  10.  1659            ....  346 

37.  Colonel  Talbot  to  Colonel  Preston,  April  12, 1659                 .  MS 

38.  M,  Da  Bosc  to  Cardinal  Mazarin,  April  15,  ltw9  349 

39.  M.  de  Bordeaux  to  Cardinal  Mazarin.  April  17.  1659    .  350 

40.  The  same  to  the  same.  April  21.  1659 362 

41.  The  same  to  the  same,  April  24,  1659 361 


VllI 


CONTENTS. 


42.  The  same  to  the  Bame,  April  28,  1659 363 

i3.  The  same  to  the  same.  May  1,  1659 366 

•U.  The  same  to  the  same,  May  5,  1669 370 


BOOK  U. 

45.  M.  de  Bordeaux  to  Carding  Mazarin,  May  12,  1659 

46.  The  same  to  tiie  same,  May  15,  1659 

47.  The  same  to  the  same.  May  26, 1669 

48.  The  same  to  the  same,  May  29.  1659 

49.  The  same  to  the  same,  June  2,  1659 

50.  The  same  to  ^e  same,  June  5,  1669 
61.  The  same  to  the  same,  June  16, 1659 

52.  The  same  to  M.  de  Brienne,  June  16,  1659  . 

53.  The  same  to  Cardinal  Mazarin,  June  26,  1659 
64.  The  same  to  M.  de  Brienne.  July  7, 1659     . 
56.  The  same  to  the  aaxae,  July  10,  1659    . 
56.  The  same  to  Cardijiul  Mazariu,  July  17,  1659 

67.  ThesametoM.de  Brienne.  July  17  1659   . 

68.  The  same  to  Cardmal  MazftHj],  July  29,  1659 

69.  The  same  to  M.  do  Brienne,  July  31, 1659  . 

60.  The  same  to  Cardinal  Mnzarin,  August  7,  1669 

61.  The  same  to  the  same,  August  11,  1659 

62.  The  same  to  the  same,  August  14,  1669 

63.  The  same  to  the  same,  August  18,  1659 

64.  The  same  to  M.  de  Brienne,  August  18,  1659 
66.  The  aame  to  Cardinal  Mazarin,  August  25,  1659 

66.  The  same  to  the  same,  August  31,  1669 

67.  The  same  to  the  same,  September  1,  1659 

68.  The  same  to  the  same,  September  4,  1659 

69.  The  aame  to  the  same,  September  11,  1659 

70.  The  same  to  the  same,  September  27,  1659 

71.  Abb^  Montague  to  Cardinal  Mazarin,  September  28,  1669 

72.  M.  de  Bordeaux  to  Cardinal  Mazarin,  September  29, 1659 

73.  The  same  to  the  same,  September  29,  1659  . 

74.  The  same  to  the  same,  October  6,  1669 

75.  The  same  to  M.  de  BriciLuy,  October  6, 1659 

76.  The  same  to  Cardiuil  Maaarin,  Oi^tober  13,  1659 

77.  The  same  to  M,  de  Brienne.  OL-tobtr  13,  1659      . 

78.  The  same  to  Cardinal  Mazarin,  October  20,  1659 


376 
381 
382 
389 
393 
398 
402 
405 
4*)9 
414 
121 
425 
428 
433 
436 
440 
444 
447 
449 
452 
452 
456 
469 
462 
466 
469 
471 
471 
475 
479 
'180 
483 
487 
492 


HISTORY 

ov 

RICHARD     CROMWELL 
THE    RESTORATION. 


BOOK  I. 

ACCES9I05  OP  BICHABD  CKOVWSLL  TO  THB  PBOTECTOSATB. — ATTITUPS 
or  THE  COHTIWBHTAL  FOWBBfl  TOWABD9  HIS  OOVBBNHENT. — FIBST 
iiYSfPTOlfS  OP  DISCOBD  SKTWEEN  THE  ABXT  AND  THB  PBOTBCTOB. 
— monk's  CACTIOrS  BEHATIOUB. — DISQCIETTDE  OP  BICHABD'S  PAE- 
TISAN9.  —  CONVOCATION  OP  A  PABLIAHENT.  —  CHAEACTEE  OF  THE 
ELECTIONS. — CONDUCT  OP  THE  BOTALI8T8. — OPENING  OP  THB  PAE- 
LIAMENT. — STATE  OP  PABT1B8. — DEBATES  ON  THB  BECOGNITION  OP 
TBE  PBOTECTOB:  ON  THB  OTHEB  HOUSE:  ON  POBBION  AFPAIB9 : 
ON  THB  PINANCBS  :  ON  THE  ABBITBABT  ACTS  OP  OLITEB  CBOX- 
WELL  AND  HIS  AGENTS. — THE  FASLIAHENT  QUABBBL8  WITH  THE 
ABUT. — PEBFLEXirr  OF  BICHABD. — TBE  GBNEBAL  COUNCIL  OF  OP- 
FICEBS  POECE8  THB  PBOTBCTOB,  AGAINST  HIS  WILL,  TO  DISSOLTB 
THE   PABLIAHBNT. 

When  revolutions  are  verging  towards  their  decline,  it 
is  a  melancholy  but  most  instructive  study  to  watch  the 
disappointment  and  anguish  of  those  men  who  have 
long  been  powerful  and  triumphant,  but  have  at  length 
reached  the  period  when,  in  just  retribution  of  their 
faults,  their  dominion  escapes  from  their  grasp,  leaving 
thfui  still  subject  to  the  sway  of  their  uncnhghtencd  and 
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invincible  obstitiacy.  Not  only  are  they  divided  among 
themselves,  like  nil  rivals  who  hftve  once  been  aceoni- 
pliccs,  hut  they  arc  detested  as  oppressors  and  decried 
as  visioiinines  by  the  imtion ;  and,  stricken  at  once  i^ath 
powci'Iessness  and  bitter  surprise,  they  bnrn  with  iudig- 
nation  against  their  country,  which  they  accuse  of  cow- 
ardice and  ingratitude,  and  struggle  vainly  beneath  the 
hand  of  God,  whose  chastisements  they  arc  unable  to 
understand.  Such,  after  the  death  of  Cromwell,  was  the 
condition  of  all  those  parties  which,  since  tlic  execution 
of  Charles  I.,  had  beeu  contending  for  the  government 
of  England  as  established  by  the  Revolution :  Republi- 
cans and  partisans  of  the  Protector,  Parliamentarians  and 
soldiers,  fanatics  and  political  intriguers, — all,  whether 
sincere  or  corrupt^  were  involved  iji  the  same  fate. 

At  the  first  moment,  when  Cromwell  was  but  just  ex- 
pired, under  the  impressive  influence  of  a  death  so  im- 
portant, and  from  a  conviction  of  the  perils  which  wonhi 
follow  it,  all  (lissciisions  were  susjjcnded ;  a  prompt  and 
unanimous  resolution  was  adopted.  Had  Cromwcilj  in 
virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  hiiu  by  the  Instrument  of 
GovcnimLut,  appointed  his  successor?  On  tins  point 
there  was  some  room  for  doubt.  His  family  and  most 
intimatu  advisers  declared  that,  during  the  night  which 
preccdetl  his  death,  in  the  presence  of  fom*  or  five  of 
them,  he  had  named  his  son  Richard;  but  there  was  no 
authentic  document,  signed  by  the  Protector*  to  confirm 
this  declaration.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  an  ac- 
credited report  that,  more  than  a  year  previously,  he 
had  executed  a  secret  deed,  in  favonr,  It  ivas  said,  of  his 
son-in-law,  Fleetwood.     This  paper  luid  been  sought  for 
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during  Cromwell's  illness,  by  his  own  order,  but  had 
not  been  found ;  and  all  felt  the  danger  that  would  arise 
from  a  conflict  between  two  pretenders  to  the  Protector- 
ate, while  there  was  a  royal  pretender  in  the  field.  Two 
of  the  men  who  were  at  once  most  thoroughly  devoted 
to  Cromwell*8  family  and  most  influential  with  his  party, 
Thurloe  and  Fiennes,  proceeded  at  once  to  wait  upon 
the  principal  leaders  of  the  army,  among  others  on  Des- 
borough  and  Fleetwood  himself ;  and  frankly  explaining 
to  them  the  state  of  affairs,  demanded  of  them  whether, 
even  supposing  the  document  in  question  should  be 
afterwards  discovered,  they  would  pledge  themselves  to 
acknowledge  and  respect  the  last  will  and  parol  declara- 
tion of  Cromwell  in  favour  of  his  son  Richard.  Fleet- 
wood and  Desborough  unhesitatingly  gave  the  required 
pledge ;  the  Privy  Council  was  immediately  summoned ; 
and  three  persons  who  had  been  present  during  the  last 
moments  of  the  Protector's  life,  Goodwin  his  chaplain, 
and  Major-Generals  Whalley  and  GofFe,  were  called  in, 
and  attested  upon  oath  that  he  had  appointed  Richard 
as  his  successor.  Desborougli  then  rose,  and  adjured 
all  present,  in  the  name  of  the  living  God,  if  any  doubt 
or  dissatisfaction  remained  in  their  minds,  at  once  to 
declare  it.  But  all  gave  their  unqualified  consent  to  the 
appointment.  The  Council  then  proceeded  in  a  body 
to  offJer  Richard  their  congratulations,  and  to  condole 
with  him  on  his  fathers  death.  Strickland,  Skippon, 
and  some  other  members  then  went  into  the  City,  to  en- 
deavour to  secure  a  favourable  reception  for  the  new 
Government ;  an  official  Gazette  was  widely  circulated, 
announcing   the   death   of  the   Protector,  and    adding, 
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"  We  wouUl  willingly  express,  upon  this  sad  occasion, 
the  deep  sorrow  which  hath  possessed  the  mind  of  liia 
most  noble  son  find  snccessor,  had  we  language  sutfi- 
cieiit  i  but  nil  that  we  can  use  will  fall  short  of  the 
merits  nf  that  most  cvccllent  Priiico.'*  On  the  follow- 
ing day,  the  4th  of  Scpteniber,  the  new  Protector  waa 
solemnly  proclaimed  at  WhitohiiU,  Westminster^  and  the 
principal  public  places  in  the  City,  in  the  presence  of 
the  Council  of  State,  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Aldermen, 
and  a  large  concourse  of  officers  and  people.  AVhcii 
this  ceremony  was  over,  the  Lord  Mayor  carae  in  state 
to  Wliitehall  to  congTatulate  him,  and  to  deliver  up  to 
him  liis  sword,  which  was  immediately  returned.  Ilis 
chaplain,  Goodwin,,  then  invoked  the  blessing  of  God  on 
the  person  of  his  iliglmess,  his  Government^  his  forces 
by  sea  and  land»  and  upon  all  the  people.  Richard  theu 
took  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  Instrument  of  Govern- 
ment, and  passing,  with  his  Council,  into  another  room, 
immediately  signed  a  proclamation  which  continued  in 
their  employments,  until  further  order**j  all  the  fnnction- 
iwies,  both  civil  and  military,  who  had  been  apj)ointcd 
by  his  father.  The  Coimcil  of  State  then  withdrew; 
and  the  officers  of  the  army  came  in  crowds  to  pay  their 
respects  to  the  Protector.  All  the  formalities  of  his  ac- 
cession were  now  cuinplelc;  no  obstacle  had  arisen,  no 
dissent  had  been  expressed;  the  whole  power  of  Crom- 
well passed,  in  a  few  hours,  into  the  hands  of  his  son, 
with  the  express  or  tacit  consent  of  all  the  parties  of  the 
Ilevolntion.' 

'  BaltiT'e  CLroaieU,  p.  fin2  i  Heath's  Chroniulo,  p.  737  i  OKI  ParlJa- 
mentai-j  Hiatory,  toI.  xxi.  pp.  323,  22ft.  23<) ;  Thurloe  a  SlaU'  Papi-re, 
Toi  Tii.  pp.  372,  373,  376-378.  382.  3R1  -,  WLitolwke.  p.  075. 
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lu  the  crisis  which  led  tu  hia  ucccsijion,  Richard  was 
nt'ilhcr  a  source  of  strength,  uor  a  cniise  of  umburrasij- 
meDt,  to  his  friuuds.  H<;  had  Utthj  desire  to  hold  the 
suprt^me  rniik,  htit  he  did  not  ahrmk  from  accepting  it 
when  it  was  offt-rcd  to  him.  So  lung  as  hLs  father  hail 
not  required  his  prt.?sencc,  and  associated  hiin  with  hia 
high  position,  he  hud  lived  on  his  estate  ut  Iliirsle}',  an 
idle,  jovial,  and  aotncwhat  licentious  country  squire,  very 
food  of  hurscs  and  bunting,  on  intimate  terms  with  the 
gentlemen  of  thti  Dcighbourliood,  nearly  all  of  wliotn 
w'ere{*avaliers,  disposed  to  adopt  their  opinions  as  freely 
as  he  shared  in  their  plcasores,  and  aometinies  drink- 
ing with  them  to  the  health  of  "  their  landlord/*  aa  they 
termed  the  King,  whom  they  did  not  venture  to  name 
ojHJuly.  He  was  therefore  reg;arded  by  the  lloyalist 
party  aa  almost  one  of  thetnaelves,  and  they  were  not 
without  hope  tliat,  if  he  at  nny  time  attained  the  chief 
power  iu  the  Stiite,  he  would  use  it  to  restore  the  Crown 
to  its  legitimate  owner.  In  support  of  this  ex|K;ctatiou 
a  story  was  told  that,  at  the  moment  of  the  execution  of 
Chtirles  L,  Richard  Cromwellj  then  a  youth,  filled  with 
horrtjr^  had  thrown  himself  at  his  father's  feet  to  implore 
him  to  prevent  the  commission  of  so  heinous  a  crime. 
Even  when  he  had  come  to  London,  and  taken  his  place 
ui  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  Richard  remained  what  he  hud 
been  at  home  in  the  country,  addicted  to  his  own  tastes, 
inattentive  to  public  aflaira,  and  friendly  to  the  Cavalierti, 
to  whom,  in  their  trials,  he  frequently  lent  sincere  though 
unavailing  support.  But  these  efforts  proceeded  rather 
from  the  good-natui'c  of  a  boon  companion  thau  from 
any  serious  political  intention  or  positive  disinterested- 
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uess.  A  man  of  timid,  vacillating,  and  undecifled  cha- 
rftcter»  with  no  religious  or  political  couvictions  or  pas- 
sions, Richard  complacently  accepted  the  good  fortune 
whic!i  he  inherited  from  his  father,  though  he  had  never 
rcekoned  upon  it,  and  was  no  more  disposed  to  sacritice 
it  than  he  was  capabib  of  achieving  it.  It  would  even 
appear  that,  during  his  father's  lifetime,  and  in  the 
ehambers  of  Wliitehall.  he  had  stated  what  the  charac- 
ter of  his  Goveniment  should  be,  aft^^r  the  storms  of  the 
preceding  administration' — "a  golden  mediocrity  between 
a  topping  head  and  a  filthy  tail."  When  he  was  left 
:ilone,  and  required  to  become  the  arbiter  of  his  own 
destiny^  his  conduct  was  the  same  as  on  all  previous  oc- 
casions ;  he  took  things  as  they  came,  without  either 
offering  resistance  or  feeling  contidcnce,  and  his  father's 
advisers  made  Richtird  the  Protector,  just  as  Cromwell 
liad  made  him  a  Privy  Councillor.* 

His  unopposed  accession  excited  great  surprise  on  the 
Continent,  in  tlie  councils  of  reigning  Kings  no  less  than 
in  the  littlt!  exiled  Court  of  Chark^s  IL  The  death  of 
Cromwell  had  plunged  them  into  a  state  of  temporary 
stnpefaction ;  it  is  in  regard  to  great  men  especially  tliat 
we  wonder,  as  Bossuet  finely  says,  *'that  the  mortal  is 
dead;"  human  pride  is  unwilling  to  believe  that  so  much 
power  and  glory  can  be  so  fragile  and  short-lived.  But, 
amid  their  astonishment,  satisfaction  had  been  exhibitiid. 
On  the  arrival  of  the  news,  Mozarin  hud  hastened  to  pay 
a  visit  to  Queen  Henrietta  Maria,  to  congratulate  her  on 
an  event  which,  he  said,  he  regm-dcd  as  the  certahi  pre- 

'  Noble's  Afpiuoin  of  tlic  Frotcotorol  House  of  CromwoU,  vol.  i. 
I-p.  15S-19fi  !  Cluvadon'p  State  Papcre.  toI  jii.  ji.  4W. 
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sagcof  the  restoration  of  the  King  her  son.  In  HoLlaud, 
when:  the  people,  in  coosequenc^e  of  their  devotion  to  the 
HoQse  of  Orange  and  jealousy  of  England,  had  remaiiied 
livoomble  to  the  Stuart  caiisc,  the  public  joy  was  noisily 
uuunicfltcd ;  the  mob  danced  in  the  streets  of  Amster- 
dam, sboattng,  "The  Devil  is  dead !"  Among  the  conn- 
dUors  and  aenautii  of  Charles  IT.,  the  emotion  was  still 
stranger.  "  There  b  no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the  news/' 
wrole  Hyde  to  the  Marquis  of  Onnond  from  Breda ;  "  Sir 
Stone  saw  the  carcase,  and  here  are  two  or  three 
to  thii  town  who  left  London  since  he  died,  which 
wag  on  Friday  ]ast.  ,  There  can  be  no  question  but 
by  this  time  there  are  great  alterations,  for  I  cannot  be- 
liere  all  will  submit  to  the  government  of  this  yoimg 
coioomb."  "  1  think  much  good  is  to  be  done/'  wrote 
ColqxTpper  to  Hyde  from  Amsterdam,  "  by  discreet  and 
secret  appLicatiou  to  those  of  power  and  iutere&t  amongst 
them,  whom  we  shall  find  most  discontented  with  Crom- 
weU's  partiality  in  settiug  this  young  man  over  their  heads 
that  have  borue  the  brunt  of  the  day.  .  .  .  The  {person 
that  my  e}*e  is  chieily  on,  as  able  alone  to  restore  the 
King,  i&  Monk ;  and  he  ia  not  absohitely  averse  to  it^ 
neither  in  his  principles  nor  in  his  affections.  .  .  .  You 
know  that  he  U  a  sullen  man»  that  values  himself  enough, 
and  mocb  believes  that  his  knowledge  and  reputation  in 
anus  fit  huu  for  the  title  of  Highness  and  the  office  of 
Protector,  better  than  Mr.  Richard  Cromwell's  skdi  in 
horse-iuoes  and  husbandry  doth."  The  Royalists  in 
Sn^and  strove  to  heighten,  by  their  letters,  the  conft- 
ch-ncc  that  was  fcU  by  the  exiles.  *'  All  men's  hearts, 
ahnost  quite  dead  bc^fore,  are  of  a  sudden  wonderfull) 
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revived/'  wrote  Howard  to  Hyde  from  his  prison  in  Lon- 
don ;  "  ob !  for  God's  sake,  my  Lord,  as  you  tender  the 
happiness  of  that  good  King  and  the  welfare  of  bleeding 
kingdoms,  let  not  delays  lose  the  benefit  of  bucU  a  happy 
juncture."  Other  friends,  less  sangnine»  endeavoui-ed 
to  put  Charles  and  his  mother  somewhat  on  their  guard 
against  appearances,  '*  I  am  extremely  rejoiced/'  wrote 
Cardinal  dc  Retz  to  Ormond,  "  at  the  diapoaition  wliich 
Cardinal  Mazariu  exhibits  to  serve  his  Majesty.  I  will 
liowever  take  the  liberty  very  humbly  to  beseech  his 
Majesty  to  take  care  that  he  is  not  duped,  .  .  ,  and  to 
receive  the  Cardinal's  advances  in  a  manner  that  \v\\\  give 
him  reason  to  beheve  that  the  King  is  quite  ready  to 
forget  the  past,  provided  that  he  is  furnished  with  some 
effective  aid  for  the  present."  But  whilst  he  thus  en- 
deavoured to  injure  a  detested  enemy  in  the  opinion  of 
Charles,  De  Retz  confirmed  the  King  in  his  hopes,  and 
shared  in  them  fully  himself.  "  It  is  said  here/*  he  added, 
"  that  Cromwell's  son  has  been  proclaimed  his  successor. 
As  far  as  I  am  concerned^  I  cannot  but  believe  that  God 
will  accompUsh  his  work."  ^ 

But  day  after  day  messengers^  letters,  and  travellers 
brought  news  from  England  well  calculated  to  destroy 
these  hopes.  The  establishment  of  Richard  in  his  au- 
thority seemed  to  progress  as  rapidly  as  liis  elevation  to 
it  had  been  effected.  At  Exeter,  at  Hull,  at  Newcastle, 
in  all  the  chief  towns  of  England,  and  on  the  French 
soU  at  Dunkirk,  as  well  as  in  London*  he  had  been 
proclaimed  amid  the  acclamations^  or  the  indifi"en?nce, 

'  Ckrendcm'fi  State  Papers,  vol,  iii.  pp»  407,  409,  413,  415  i  C«rto*B 
Ormond  Letters,  toL  ii.  pp.  143,  144. 


TBK  DAWN   OP  TB£   RKST0EATI05. 


'  the  peo|^e ;  At  Oxford  alone  Mtme  of  tbe  students  had 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  daring  the  ceremony, 
but  this  slight  tumult  had  produced  no  further  result. 
exprea^ve  of  adherence  to  his  government, 
tely  enthusiastic  or  basely  servile  in  their  tone, 
mcbed  him  from  edl  quarters ;  the  most  important  and 
tDOst  prudent  men, — Wliitelocke,  for  example, — tliooglit 
it  their  duty  to  present  to  him  in  person  those  which 
arrived  from  their  respective  counties.  The  French^ 
and  Italian  churches  in  London  lost  no  time  m 
Iding  their  homage  to  that  of  the  various  English 
tonTks  and  corporations.  The  general  ofScei^  met  at 
Fleetwood's  kbouse  to  make  arrangements  that  the  three 
armies  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  should  cx- 
Ibeir  loyal  devotion  in  the  same  terms ;  they  sue- 
without  diAiculty  in  drawing  up  a  suitable  ad- 
,  and  the  officers  of  the  fleet  joined  with  them  with- 
oul  the  siighteet  hesitation.  Success  so  general,  and  so 
ited  that  it  astonished  even  Richard's  own  por- 
s,  quickly  modified  the  impressions,  and  altered  the 
^uttHude.  of  tJie  Coatineutal  powers.  A  few  days  after 
his  pradamation,  Richard  sent  his  master  of  the  ccre^ 
Sir  Ohver  Fleming,  to  announce  to  the  foreign 
ministers  in  London  the  death  of  his  father  and  his 
rn  elevation  to  the  Protectorate.  The  Court  of  France 
rent  into  mourning;  M.  de  Bordeaux  received  orders 
convey  to  the  new  Protector  the  most  friendly  assur- 
and  even  at  Paris,  Mazarin  affected  to  disapprove 
the  joy  which  was  felt  by  the  Court  at  the  death  of 
iwell.  Cardefias  sent  proposals  of  accommodation 
Brussels  to  Londou.     At  the  Hague,  John  de  Witt, 
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who  since  the  peace  of  1654  had  lived  on  good  terms 
with  Cromwell,  and  whose  greatest  fear  was  that  Spaiu 
might  triumph  in  Europe,  and  the  Orangtsts  gain  the 
])rci>oiidcrancc  in  Holland,  optuly  expressed  his  satis- 
faction at  the  tranquil  progress  of  aflau's  in  England, 
and  advised  Richard,  by  means  of  the  English  Resident 
Downing,  to  act  at  once  as  a  prince,  and  by  personal 
letters  to  inform  all  foreign  sovereigns  of  his  father's 
death  and  his  own  succession.  Richard  followed  this 
advice,  and  had  ere  long  to  receive,  in  solemn  official 
audience,  all  the  foreign  ministers,  who  came,  with  more 
or  less  alacrity^  to  present  to  him  their  new  ci^dcntials 
and  the  compliments  of  their  masters.  The  sad  expe- 
rience of  Queen  Ifenrietta  Maria  had  led  her  to  foresee 
that  Europe  would  give  this  prompt  adiiesion  to  the  new 
government  of  England,  for,  on  the  l8th  of  September, 
a  few  days  after  she  had  learned  the  death  of  Crom* 
well,  she  wi-ote  to  Madame  de  Motteville :  "  In  truth,  1 
expected  that  you  would  rejoice  to  hear  of  the  death 
of  that  wretch ;  and  I  ^vill  tell  you  that  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  that  my  heart  is  so  wrapped  up  in  melan- 
choly that  it  is  incapable  of  experiencing  any  joyful 
emotion,  or  that  I  do  not  as  yet  see  that  any  great 
advantages  can  accrue  to  us  from  it,  but  I  did  not  feel 
any  great  joy  at  the  news,  and  my  greatest  delight  is  to 
witness  that  of  all  my  friends."  The  poor  Queen  was 
soon  deprived  of  the  satisfaction  of  witnessing  even  the 
joy  of  her  friends  -.  the  news  which  arrived  from  England 
and  from  the  Continental  courts,  plunged  the  English 
Royalists  into  deep  despondency ;  even  the  strongest 
minds    allowed   themselvcB    to  ho  overcome  bv  doubt. 
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'*  We  have  not  yet  found  that  advantage  by  Cromwell's 
death  as  we  reasonably  hoped/'  wrote  Hyde  to  Howard 
on  the  22nd  of  January ;  "  nay  rather,  we  are  the  worse 
for  it,  and  the  less  esteemed,  people  imagining  by  the 
great  calm  that  hath  followed  that  the  nation  is  united, 
and  that,  in  truth,  the  King  hath  very  few  friends.  .  .  . 
I  hope  this  young  man  will  not  inherit  his  father's  for- 
tune, but  that  some  confusion  will  fall  out  which  must 
make  open  a  door  for  us."  * 

If  Hvde  could  have  read  the  hearts,  or  even  the 
letters,  of  Cromwell's  own  sons  and  their  most  devoted 
adherents,  he  would  not  thus  have  lost  confidence.  In 
the  midst  of  this  general  and  eager  submission  to  their 
government,  they  were  filled  with  anxiety  and  disquie- 
tude, and  felt  convinced  already  that  their  success  was 
superficial  and  illusory,  and  their  peril  imminent.  Three 
of  them  iji  particular,  enlightened  either  by  their  own 
|>ressing  interests,  or  by  their  greater  experience — Henry 
Cromwell  in  Dublin,  and  Thurloe  and  Lord  Faulcon- 
bridge  in  London — took  no  false  or  flattering  view  of 
their  position.  On  the  7th  of  September,  by  the  same 
messenger  who  conveyed  to  Henn-  Cromwell  a  detailed 
account  of  his  father's  death,  Thurloe  thus  wrote  to 
him  : — "  I  must  needs  acquaint  your  Excellency  that 
there  are  some  secret  mumiuriugs  in  the  army,  as  if  his 
Highness  were  not  general  of  the  army,  as  his  father  was ; 

■  Old  ParliamenUry  History,  vol.  rsi.  pp.  22S,  232,  233 ;  Thurloe'a 
State  Papers,  vol.  vii.  pp.  37tj,  377,  378,  379,  380,  381,  382,  390  j 
WTiitelockfc's  ilfmorial.^.  pp.  675,  676  ;  Cromwelliana.  p.  178  ;  Letters 
rn-tn  Bordeaux  to  Mazarin.  15-29  October,  1658 ;  Clarendon's  State 
Pa()t-w.  vol.  iii.  pp.  il5,  116.  122;  Oltlniixon's  Ilii'h'rv  of  tin.-  Stuarts. 
p.  12**;  llurt'-nV  Thar}-,  vol.  iii.  p.  viii ;  Memoiro^  cK-  Madame  de 
M-JT.  vilie,  v.l  V  ]i  2tU      See  .Vrrt.vL'ix 
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and  would  look  uj^on  him  and  the  army  as  divided, 
aud  as  if  the  conduct  of  the  army  shoidd  be  clscwhurc, 
aud  in  other  hands.  I  am  not  able  to  say  what  this 
will  come  to,  but  I  think  the  conceit  of  any  such  thing 
is  dangerous."  A  week  later^  on  the  14th  of  September, 
Lord  Faulcoubridge  wrote  to  his  brother-in-law :  '*  AJl 
aeemingly  wears  the  face  of  calmness,  but  certainly  some- 
what is  brewing  imderhand-  A  cabal  there  b  of  per- 
sons, and  great  ones,  held  very  closely,  and  resolved,  it  s 
feared,  to  rule  themselves,  or  set  all  on  tire/'  These  fore- 
bodings fonnd  immediate  credence  from  Henry  Crom- 
well :  naturally  restless,  distrustful,  and  melancholy,  as 
Boon  as  he  learned  that  his  father's  life  was  in  danger. 
aud  before  he  received  intelligence  of  his  death,  he  had 
almost  despaired  of  the  future,  *'  If  no  settlement  be 
made  in  his  lifetime,'*  he  wrote  to  Thurloe  on  the  8th 
of  September,  "  can  we  be  secure  from  the  lust  of  am- 
bitious men  ?  Nay,  if  he  would  declare  his  successor, 
where  is  that  person  of  wisdom,  courage,  conduct,  and 
(which  is  etpiivalent  to  all)  reputation  at  home  atid 
abroad,  which  we  see  necessary  to  preserve  our  peace? 
Though  I  know  none  like  his  Highness,  yet  he  himself 
is  not  sufficient  for  these  things,  but  by  and  through  his 
communion  with  God."  When  Cromwell  was  dead, 
Henry  iumiediiitely  Imd  bis  brotlier  Richard  proclaimed 
in  Dublhi,  and  wrote  to  him  &oou  after,  on  the  ISth  of 
September  :  **  1  lost  no  time,  and  1  used  what  diligence 
and  industry  I  could,  according  to  my  boundeu  duty, 
to  make  your  Highnesses  entrance  easy,  and  your  go- 
vernment established.  .  .  .  Now  I  humbly  beg  your 
Highnesses  pardon  for  what  I  am  about  to  say  ;  I  may 
not,  unless  your  Highness  commands  me  against  my  wdl 
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■Dd  conde^QS  me  to  my  grave,  any  longer  andergo  the 
ehargD  I  did  in  your  father's  lifetime;  I  am  not  able 
to  live  always  in  the  fire."  And  he  there/ore  implored 
Ridiard  to  permit  liim  to  come  to  Latidon,  to  convert* 
with  lum  opcn-hearted]y  on  the  reasons  which  led  him 
to  6carc  retircment^  and  on  their  common  dangers.  "  I 
do  think  it  dangerous/*  he  adds,  in  a  subsequent  letter, 
wrillcn  on  the  20th  of  October, — "  I  do  think  it  danger- 
ous to  write  freely  to  your  Highness,  or  for  you  to  do  it 
to  lue,  unless  by  a  messenger  that  will  not  be  outwitted 
or  oorrupted ;  for  I  make  no  question  but  that  all  the 
letters  will  be  opened  whieh  come  either  to  or  from  your 
Highness^  which  can  be  suspected  to  contain  business/'' 
ic  sous  of  Cromwell  had  good  reason  to  feet  anxious 
QDeasy.  Their  father's  body  still  lay  in  stAte  at 
Sonscnet  House;  and  yet  the  impression  which  his  death 
kad  produced,  and  the  unanimous  assent  which  it  had 
ff/muid  to  the  appointment  of  his  successor,  bad  already 
ceased  to  be  anything  more  than  a  vain  outward  show. 
The  persona]  asoendancy  of  a  great  man  is  never  re- 
vealed with  more  striking  clearness  than  after  his  de- 
cease i  and  the  innumerable  pretensions  that  rise  up  in 
tbe  void  which  he  leaves,  give  the  measure  of  the  space 
which  he  alone  cotdd  511.  Republicans  and  Cavaliers, 
gesierak,  officers  and  soldiers,  myaticii]  sectaries  and 
frDcUiinkera,  parliamentary  and  regimental  orators,  all 
the  parties  that  Cromwell  had  held  in  cheek,  the  inal- 
eonlents  who  trembled  before  him,  and  the  ambitious 
men  who  bowed  beneath  his  irresistible  superiority, 
the  high-minded  patriots  and  the  chimerical  visionaries 

H         *  Tliurtx*'*  Suu  Vi^en,  vol.  rii.  pp.  37-1  376.  377.  383,  3^  380. 
I     «U.4&3 
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whom  he  had  offended,— mdeed  ull  those  various  classes 
whom,  by  consent  or  force,  by  persuasion  or  constraint, 
lie  Imd  reduced  ahke  \jO  silence  and  inaction, — began 
again,  after  an  interval  of  a  few  days^  to  hope  and  to 
act,  at  first  with  some  reserve  and  Uttle  noise^  but  ere 
long  i^ith  presumption  and  ahnost  with  pubhcity.  Under 
the  pretest  of  unithig  in  devotional  exercises,  the  officers 
met  on  every  Friday,  at  Walhngford  House,  the  residence 
of  Fleetwood,  wliose  rank  as  Lieutenant-General  of  the 
army  rendered  him  the  natural  centre  around  whicli  they 
ralhed,  and  whose  weak-minded  vanity,  pious  affVctfi- 
tiou,  and  ambitious  wife,  made  him  an  easy  dupe  to  mili- 
tary or  popular  factions.  The  more  ardent  nialc<:>ntents 
liad  their  secret  meetings  at  the  liousc  of  Desborongh.  a 
rough,  hauglity,  obstinate  soldier,  who  used  to  boast  that 
he  had  prevented  Cromwell  from  making  himself  king, 
and  who  yielded  with  great  unwillingness  to  Richard's 
Protectorate,  although  he  had  openly  acknowledged  it 
himself,  and  induced  others  with  whom  he  had  influence 
to  do  the  same.  At  these  meetings  all  the  questions  of 
the  day  were  debated,  feelings  of  discontent  were  ex- 
pressed, and  projects  of  all  kinds  suggested ;  and  the 
spirit  of  sedition  spread  from  these  foci  throughout  tht- 
main  body  of  the  army,  where  the  Anabaptists,  Quakers, 
Miilennariaus,  and  other  subaltern  enthusiasts  whonv 
Cromwell  himself  had  never  been  able  to  crush,  re- 
eurned  at  the  same  time  their  turbulent  and  inflamrnn- 
tory  preacliings.' 

Monk    alone,   among   the    more  important    generals. 


'  TUurloo'ii  aute  Papers,  vol.  x\\.  pp.  385.  3Se.  lOfl.  413,  460.  611  = 
Baker't  Chmiuclc.  pp.  003,  605  :  Oldmixon  s  Hiitory  of  the  Stuarts, 
p.  42S. 
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turning  lus  distance  firom  London  to  accoant,  kept  him- 
adf  and  his  anny  aloof  from  these  intrigues.     He  had 
for  his  agent  in  London  his  brother-in-law.  Dr.  Thomas 
Clarges,  an  active  and  skilful  intriguer,  who  understood 
bow  to  serve   his  patron  without  compromising  him. 
Immediately  after  his  accession,  Richard  Cromwell  sent 
Clarges  into  Scotland  to  secure  the  General's  support. 
Monk,  who  was  accurately  informed  by  this  messenger 
of  the  real  state  of  feeling  in  the  Council  and  in  the 
army  of  England,  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  had 
tittle  sympathy  either  for  these  plots  or  for  so  unstable 
a  government,  and  sent  Aim  back  at  once  to  London 
with  a  written  paper,  in  which,  in  a  respectful  tone,  but 
with  an  assumption  of  cold  and  careless  authority,  he 
gave  Richard  the  most  judicious  advice  in  regard  to  his 
administration,  and  his  demeanour  towards  the  army, 
and  uiged  him,  above  all  things,  to  remove  from  their 
commands,  by  a  new  organization  of  the  various  regi- 
ments, all  those  officers  whom  he  considered  insolent  or 
disaffected.     "  I  believe  his  Highness,"  he  said,  "  may 
think  this  bold  advice,  and  not  safe  to  be  put  in  execu- 
tion ;  but  you  may  assure  him  there  is  not  an  officer  in 
the  army  that  has  interest  enough  to  t5raw  two  men 
after  him,  if  he  be  out  of  place."     It  may  be  doubted 
whether  Monk  believed  Richard  capable  of  acting  as  he 
advised  him ;  but  he  certainly  was  less  anxious  to  give 
effectual  counsels  than  to  maintain  himself  in  an  isolated 
and  almost  independent  position  in  regard  to  a  power 
which  he  wished  at  the  time  neither  to  oppose  nor  to  join. ' 

'  Tliurloc'*  State  Papers,  vol.  vii.  pp.  38fi,  387,  388 ;  Baker's  Chro- 
nicle, p.  693. 
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No  opposition  had  as  yet  broken  out :  hitherto  the 
Protector  had  met  with  none  but  demonatrntions  of  ear- 
nest and  devoted  loyalty :  addresses  were  still  arriving 
from  the  more  remote  counties ;  but  those  pcciihor 
ramours  were  already  in  active  circulation,  which  indi- 
cate that  the  pubhc  are  animated  neither  by  friendly  nor 
truBtrul  feelings  towards  their  governor.  It  waa  stated 
everywhere  that  the  Pratector  was  dangerously  ill,  and 
that  his  brother  Henry  was  either  on  his  dying  bed 
or  had  actually  died  suddenly ;  reportsj  too,  were  afloat 
that  coufljcta  had  taken  place  between  the  army  and  the 
citizens  of  London,  The  most  trusted  and  the  airiest 
of  Richard's  advisers,  Thurloe,  was  really  ill  of  a  vio- 
lent fever,  and  was  quite  unable  to  attend  to  business. 
The  lloyalistd,  who  had  not  yet  recovered  their  courage, 
and  who  had  received  orders  from  Charles  11.  to  keep 
themselves  perfectly  quiet,  at  least  gave  themselves  the 
satisfaction  of  spreading  and  commenting  upon  these 
injurious  rumours ;  the  indifferent  welcomed  all  such 
intelligence  with  ready  credence ;  and  even  the  servants 
of  the  Government  adopted  a  tone,  or  took  precautions, 
which  betrayed  the  small  amount  of  confidence  which 
they  had  m  its  strength  and  duration.  Though  he  had 
been  proclaimed  with  unanimous  acclamations,  had  been 
acknowledged  throughout  his  dominions,  and  was  still 
obeyed  without  cavil  or  resistance,  the  uew  Protector 
tottered  already  on  his  seat,  and  was  visibly  in  a  posi- 
tion of  great  weakness  and  imminent  peril.' 

'  Thuilwe  Stat*  Papers,  vol.  vii.  pp.  3[U,  3S5,  4m,  108,  412.  433; 
CJorendou's  State  Fftpors,  vol.  iii.  pp.  il5,  '121 ;  Lotteri  from  Bor- 
deftux  to  MnznHn,  Septomlwr  26  (ind  30,  and  Ot-tober  10,  1C558.  Sw> 
Avfuvptx. 
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It  WBB  not  k>ng  before  the  first  blow  was  struck  at 
■athority.  After  sundrj'  inten'iews,  in  which  the 
31-baiDOur  and  airogout  pretensions  of  the  malcontents 
had  been  onlj  indirectly  maaifested,  two  or  three  hun- 
4r^  officers,  heflded  by  Fleetwood,  or  rather  pushing 
aid  Fleetwood  at  their  head,  presented  a  petition  to 
hard,  on  the  I4th  of  October,  in  which,  "to  restore/' 
as  they  said,  "  that  good  old  cause,  wliicb  had  long  lain 
■dfrp/'  tbcy  demanded  that  the  commander-in-chief  of 
iiy  should  be  henceforward,  not  the  Protector 
]f,  bat  some  officer  who  had  fought  with  it  in  its 
of  trial ;  that  he  should  have  the  dispoaa!  of  com- 
annioiis,  and  that  no  officer  should  be  dismissed  but  by 
•enteooe  of  a  court-martial.  Thid  was  to  deprive  the 
Protector  of  all  control  over  the  army,  and  to  place  him 
itireh  at  its  mercy.  Richard  could  not  consent  to 
>i5,  and  answered  the  petitioners  in  a  speech  which 
been  prepared  by  Thurloe.  "  I  need  not  to  observe 
to  yon/'  he  said,  "  in  what  a  conjuncture  of  time  and 
aftin  I  aw  come  to  the  government.  You  all  know 
it ;  and  you  know  the  difficidties  my  father  all  his  time 
wrestled  with ;  and  I  believe  no  man  thinks  that  his 
death  hath  lessened  them.  .  .  .  Soon  after  my  acces* 
ODD  to  the  government,  I  receive<1  from  the  whole  army 
an  address,  aa  you  know,  wherein  you  expressed  your 
aSBcboD  and  fidelity  to  me,  and  engaged  to  be  with  me 
as  you  had  been  with  my  father.  ...  It  is  my  disad- 
itage  that  1  have  been  so  little  amongst  you,  and  aai 
better  known  to  you.  .  .  .  The  government,  I  as- 
you,  is  not  that  I  take  pleasing  in,  .  .  .  It  might 
have  pleased  God,  and  the  nation  too,  to  have  chosen 
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out  a  person  more  fit  and  able  for  this  work  than  I  am, 
I  am  sure  it  may  be  said  of  mc,  not  for  my  wiadom,  my 
parts,  my  experience,  my  holiness,  hath  God  chosen  me 
before  othurs :  there  are  many  here  amongst  you  who 
excel  me  in  all  these  things ;  but  God  liath  done  herein 
a&  it  pleased  Him ;  and  the  nation,  by  His  providence, 
hath  put  things  this  way.  Being,  then,  thus  trusted,  I 
shall  make  a  conscience,  I  hope,  in  the  execution  of 
tins  trust,  which  I  see  not  how  I  shoidd  do  if  I  should 
part  with  any  part  of  the  tnist  which  is  committed  to 
me,  unto  any  others,  though  they  may  be  better  men 
than  myself."  He  then  went  on  to  explain,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  demands  made  to  him  would  positively 
incapacitate  him  from  can'ying  on  the  government,  and 
taking  the  responsibility  of  its  proceedings;  and  in  the 
second  place^  that  they  were  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
Petition  and  Advice  of  the  Parliament  of  105C,  the  in- 
strument on  which  the  Protcctoral  Government  was 
based.  "  The  Petition  and  Advice,"  he  said,  "  I  must 
make  my  ndc  in  my  government,  and  I  shall,  through 
the  blessing  of  God,  stick  close  to  that.  .  .  .  Our  ene- 
mies think  that  now  is  their  time  to  devour  us  all  at 
once.  Their  main  work  is  to  divide  you  from  me,  and 
me  from  you,  and  you  amongst  yourselves ;  but  if  their 
work  be  division,  our  work  is  union.  .  .  .  There  is  one 
thing  I  am  troubled  at  very  much,  which  is  that  the 
army  is  so  much  in  arrcar  of  their  pay ;  and  I  could 
have  wished  that  I  could  have  sent  you  out  of  town 
with  some  cert^iinty  to  your  fcUow-soldiers  as  to  this. 
I  can  assmrc  yon,  both  myself  and  the  Council  do  con- 
sider nothing  so  much  as  to  pay  the  arrears,  and  to 
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rcmr  pay  better  for  the  future :  1  hope  you  will 
e  the  efiTect  of  our  care  in  part  ^  and  I  shall  take 
no  cochSmI  in  my  govemmeDt  until  I  can  see  you  sub- 
staotiaUy  provided  for."  * 

Hie  officers  withdrew,  without  insistiog  ou  their  de- 
mands^ On  some,  the  modest  and  coDciliatiug  language 
of  the  young  Protector  had  produced  its  effect ;  for  the 
oClieim,  it  was  enough  to  have  made  a  demonstration, 
and  they  promised  thcoiselres  to  return  to  the  charge 
aa  aooa  as  they  found  it  necessaiy  to  do  so  to  ensure 
ffWfwywf.  Richard  and  his  friends  made  no  attempt  to 
deoetve  tbcmselves  as  to  the  importance  of  this  attack. 
*■!  had  some  hopes,"  wrote  Henry  Cromwell  to  his 
brother,  on  the  20th  of  October, — "  I  had  some  hopes 
H  uiight  have  been  prevented,  by  keeping  all  officers 
it  their  respective  charges.  I  thought  those  whom  my 
lather  had  raised  &om  nothing  would  not  so  soon  have 
forgot  him,  and  endeavottr  to  destroy  liis  family  before 
he  is  in  his  grave.  Why  do  I  say  I  thought,  when 
I  know  ambition  and  afiectation  of  empire  never  had 
any  bounds  ?  As  things  now  stand,  I  doubt  the  fiood 
is  ao  strong,  you  can  neither  stem  it  nor  corae  to  an 
anchor,  but  must  be  content  to  go  adrift,  and  expect 
the  ebb.  .  .  .  Sometimes  I  think  of  a  ParUament,  but 
am  doubtful  whether  sober  men  will  adventure  to  em- 
bark themselves,  when  things  are  in  so  high  a  distrac- 
tioii;  or,  *if  they  would,  whether  the  army  can  be  re- 
stnined  from  forcing  elections."" 


E'  nhoxioe'B  State  Papere.  vol.  Tii.  pp.  447,  452 ;  Letters  from  B^^^- 
■m  to  Muariu,  October  3-24.  1658,    See  ArrE^fiiix. 
'  Tlmriee'fl  State  Fapen.  rot  tiL  pp.  453,  454. 
I 


RICHARD    CROMWELL    AND 


Henry  Cromwell  was  not  the  only,  nor  yet  the  first 
person  to  whom  the  idea  of  assembling  a  ParUament  had 
occurred  ;  by  common  eonsent  it  was  admitted  to  be  the 
only  means  of  obtaining  the  money  that  was  now  indis- 
pensably requisite  for  carrying  on  the  government  tind 
satisfying  the  army ;  for  the  idea  of  levying  revolutionary 
taxes  and  continuing  the  system  of  major-gcnci'als  had 
been  totally  abandoned ;  the  tyranny  of  Cromwell  had 
descended  into  the  tomVj  with  his  genius.  But  a  Parlia- 
ment seemed  to  be  a  more  dangerous  remedy  than  was 
required  by  the  urgency  of  the  evil ;  Richard,  on  his  ac- 
cession to  power,  had  doubtless  found  some  resources 
ready  to  his  hand,  for  he  temporarily  increased  the  pay 
of  those  troops  whose  arrears  had  been  so  long  undis- 
charged. A  report  was  even  prevalent  that  CroniweU 
had  left  great  wealth  to  his  family  ;  but  this  report  was 
soon  disproved  by  the  embarrassments  in  which  Richard 
became  involved,  and  from  which  a  Parliament  could 
alone  deliver  him.  But  his  chief  dread,  and  that  which 
caused  hss  counsellors  moat  apprehension,  was  to  find 
himself  in  presence  of  the  Republicans,  the  Presbyte- 
rian Royalists,  the  Cavaliers,  who  concealed  their  designs 
under  the  mask  of  Presbyterianism  or  Republicanism,  and 
all  the  deadly  enemies  against  whom  his  father  had  had 
to  contend,  and  who  would  not  fail  to  coalesce  against 
him,  in  the  name  of  the  rights  and  laws  of  the  country. 
Without  hoping  that  he  coidd  long  evade  the  necessity 
of  convoking  a  Parliament,  he  resolved  to  defer  it  as  long 
as  he  could,  and  to  resort  to  less  hazardous  expedients 
for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  more  pressing  claims  on 
his  exchequer.     Ever  since  his  embassy  to  Louis  XIV., 


during  the  siege  of  Dunkirk,  Lord  Faulconbridge  had 
remaaned  oa  friendly  terms  with  Mazarin,  who,  on  the 
death  of  the  Protector,  had  conveyetl  to  him,  by  tQcatia 
of  BL  de  Bordeaux,  the  most  frieodly  assiirancea.  He 
w«8  DOW  depated  to  ascertain  confidentiatly  from  the 
French  envoy  whether  the  King  of  France  would  be 
disposed  to  grant  the  Protector  a  loan  of  fifty  thou^nd 
poonds.  "  Although  the  s;ttm  did  not  appear  to  me 
difficult  to  collect,"  wrote  Bordeaux  to  Mazarin  ou  the 
15th  of  September,  "and  although  1  considered  it  would 
be  to  his  Majesty's  interest  to  make  an  effort,  in  the  pre- 
•mt  Gonjancture,  to  induce  the  new  Protector  to  Fcmain 
true  to  his  father's  sentiments,  I  nevertheless  carefully 
Abstained  from  making  any  promise,  or  suggesting  any- 
more than  a  very  general  hope  that  his  Majesty 
be  inclined  to  do  an)thiDg  in  hiss  power.  ...  I 
DO  occasion  to  consult  my  father  in  order  to  learn 
the  difficulty  tliere  is  in  obtaiuing  money  from  the  King  ; 
I  am  ooly  too  well  aware  of  it  myself,  and  this  leads  me 
again  to  beg  your  Emiaence  to  make  nic  that  paj^uent 
fhkh  I  have  been  in  expectation  of  receiving  during  the 
six  months,  and  in  default  of  which  my  bills  of  ex- 
dmnge  will  be  protested,  as  I  have  no  other  funds  where- 
with to  meet  them."  In  whatever  embarrassment  he 
left  his  own  minister,  iMazarin,  if  his  \io\\cy  had  required 
it,  would  huve  obtained  and  lent  the  fifty  thousand 
pounds  which  were  demanded  of  him:  he  had  offered  a 
finr  krger  sum  to  C'roniwell ;  but  he  regnrded  his  sue- 
eessor  with  neither  the  same  confidence  nor  the  same 
kinr;  ho  was  desirous  merely  to  live  on  good  terms  with 
him,  aiid  to  watch  the  development  of  his  fortune,  with- 


22 


RICHABD    CROMWELL    AND 


out  giving  him  any  such  effectual  assistance  as  would 
tend  to  strengthen  him,  if  he  were  incapable  of  main- 
taining his  position  by  his  own  rcsoiurces.  Bordeaux 
was  instructed  to  evade  the  demand  by  referring  to  the 
necessitous  condition  of  the  King  himself]  and  when 
Lockhart,  who  was  still  the  English  ambassador  in 
Prance,  returned  to  Paris,  and  with  his  usual  straight- 
forwardness renewed  the  demand  which  Lord  Faulcou- 
bridge  had  made,  Mazarin  persisted  in  refusing  to  grant 
it.  But  at  the  same  time  he  j>ereeived  in  these  nego- 
tiations a  good  opportunity  for  securing  to  himself  in- 
fluence and  rehable  som'c^s  of  information  in  London, 
which  he  took  care  not  to  let  shp.  "  I  expressed  to  Lord 
Faulconbridge/'  wi'ote  Bordeaux  to  Mazarin  on  the  3rd 
of  October,  "  the  esteem  in  which  your  Eminence  holds 
him,  and  the  friendship  with  which  you  honour  hiiu ;  he 
received  these  civihties  with  every  mark  of  gratitude  that 
could  be  expected  of  him,  and  professed  to  mc  a  real 
zeal  for  your  service,  and  an  attachment  to  the  interests 
of  France.  I  exhorted  liim  to  continue  to  entertain 
such  sentiments,  givmg  him  to  understand  tbat  his  ser- 
vices should  not  be  rendered  to  an  ungrateful  court.  If 
there  be  any  desire  to  make  use  of  him,  presents  must 
be  employed,  as  the  English  are  not  easy  to  be  caught 
by  mere  promises,  and  the  Lord  Faulconbridge  is  dis- 
posed to  turn  the  present  conjunctiu'c  to  advantage,  fear- 
ing that  times  may  change.  If  your  Eminence  thinks 
fit  to  attach  him  to  the  King's  service,  and  to  pay  the 
expenses  thereof,  I  could  make  him  a  more  definite  pro- 
posal, which  apparently  would  not  bu  rejected,  nor  would 
Ihe  money  be  ill  euiployed."      Four  weeks  later   13or- 
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"  I  gave  my  Lord  Faiilconbridgc  to  under- 
that  your  Eminence  bad  thouglits  of  making  Mm 
I  pfeaent :  he  will  feceive  it^  and  will  pledge  liimself  to 
you-  Some  jewels  far  his  wife  woidd  be  more 
le  than  money.  He  had  expected  two  Barbary 
as  there  has  been  great  mortality  in  the  Protec- 
r's  staUes ;  eoeh  a  present  would  be  welcome."  And 
days  aRerward,  he  added,  "I  will  give  my  Lord 
ibridge  reason  to  expect  the  present  which  your 
loe  thinks  proper  to  make  to  his  wife ;  unless  the 
I'rotector  Calls,  this  money  will  be  well  spent ;  I  should 
the  gift  should  not  be  of  a  less  value  than  one 
id  pistok^,'*  ITius,  withb  three  months  after  the 
of  Cromwell,  his  son,  the  apparent  inheritor  of  his 
rcr,  had  applied  in  vain  to  Mazarin  for  assistance  to 
Bamtain  himself,  and  his  son-in4aw  and  daughter  were 
reoemng  bribes  from  the  Cardinal,  and  promising  faith- 
fullv  to  serve  bim.  The  downfall  is  rapid  when  tottering 
is  not  sustained  by  virtue.^ 
To  these  internal  sources  of  embarrassment,  a  grave 
oocnplication  of  foreign  affairs  was  soon  added,  to  com- 
plete the  difficulties  of  Richard's  situation.  The  King 
gf  Sweden,  Charles  Giistavus  X.,  was  at  war,  on  the  one 
id  with  John  Casimir  V.,  King  of  Poland,  supported 
by  tlie  Emperor  Leopold  L  and  several  of  the  German 
princes;  and  on  the  other  hand,  with  Frederic  III.,  King 
of  Denmark,  and  his  allies  the  Dutch.  Nor  was  this  a 
mere  local  and  territorial  war  in  the  north-east  of  Europe; 
Sweden  still  aspired  to  that  Protestant  ascendancy  which 

'  htUvn  of  Boi^cftux  to  M(i£anii,  September  15-39,  October  3-10- 
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the  brilliant  victories  of  Gustavus  Adolphiis  had,  for  a 
brief  period,  achieved  for  his  country  iii  Germany ;  and 
the  House  of  Austria  had  not  yet  abandoned  the  hope  of 
recovering  that  Catholic  predominance  which  Charles  V. 
had  once  possessed  in  Europe.  Religious  creeds^  though 
greatly  moderated,  and  dreams  of  Continental  supremacy, 
though  entirely  frustrated,  by  the  Treaty  of  Westphalia, 
still  exercised  a  powerful  influence  over  the  plans  and 
couduct  of  sovereigns.  New  questions,  it  is  true,  had 
arisen,  and  had  led  to  the  formation  of  different  combi- 
nations. No  longer  alai'med  for  their  independence,  and 
undisturbed  m  the  profession  of  their  faith,  the  Protestant 
States  were  divided;  the  Dutch  and  the  Elector  of  Brnu- 
denburg  had  united  with  the  House  of  Austria  against 
the  King  of  Sweden ;  the  command  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Sound  and  of  the  entrance  into  the  Baltic  Sea,  which 
had  long  been  a  cause  of  contention  between  Sweden  and 
Denmark,  was  also  a  subject  of  vast  importance  and  active 
rivalry  to  England  and  Holland;  but  amid  these  unex- 
pected and  ever-vaiying  compbcations,  the  great  interests 
wliich  ever  since  the  latter  half  of  the  sixteenth  centmy 
had  divided  Europe,  still  prevaded  in  all  truly  great  minds; 
and  Cromwell  and  Mazarm,  by  allying  themselves  with 
each  other  and  with  Sweden  against  Austria  and  Spain, 
had  boldly  continued  the  pohcy  of  Heuri-Quatre  aud 
Elizabeth.  The  foundations  of  this  policy,  the  questions 
of  a  Protestant  Protectorate  and  of  the  balance  of  power 
in  Europe,  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  war  waged  by  Sweden 
against  Poland  and  Denmark.  Mazarin  accordingly  sent 
orders  to  Bordeaux  to  urge  the  English  Government  as 
strongly  iis  he  could  to  support  the  Swedes.     Cromwell 
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f,  had  he  been  living,  would  not  have  waited  for 
taj  such  entreaties ;  and  the  King  of  Sweden^  who  Lad 
been  constantly  faithful  to  him,  would  have  found  in 
htm  a  powerful  friend  and  supporter.     Charles  Gustavus 

the  assistance  of  the  new  Protector.  The  couti- 
of  Cromwell,  who  were  now  the  advisers  of  his 
flon,  were  deeply  imbued  with  his  policy ;  Thurloe  espe- 
dtlly.  a  man  of  judicious  and  sagacious  mind,  most 
tboroQgfaly  understood  {t8  motives  and  conditions.  But 
Iknrkie  was,  at  the  same  time,  timid  and  subaltern  in 
fibKacter ;  though  an  excellent  servant  of  a  strong-minded 
master,  he  failed  as  soon  as  he  was  deprived  of  his  direct- 
Bg  iofaeoce.  Richard  and  his  council  hesitated  ;  public 
opinion  in  England,  no  less  than  their  own  feeling,  was 
in  favour  of  Sweden  ;  but  they  clearly  foresaw  that,  when 
their  resolution  was  once  taken,  a  powerful  opposition, 
whether  sincere  or  factious,  would  spring  up  against  them. 
They  therefore  entered  into  negotiations,  at  one  time  en- 
deavoujing  to  induce  the  Dutch  to  abandon  their  alliance 
with  Denmark,  and  at  another  time  offering  to  unite  with 
them  as  mediators  between  the  belligerents,  and  demand- 
ing of  Mazarin,  £rst  subsidies,  and  afterwards  a  treaty  of 
guarantee  in  case  England^  by  acting  in  favour  of  Swe- 
des^ should  become  involved  in  a  war  with  Holland.  Bor- 
deaux was  surprised  to  find  Thurloe  so  cold  and  suspi- 
cious. "Do  you  know  why?"  said  Lord  Faiilconhridge 
to  him  one  day ;  '*  it  is  becaust^  Lockbart  has  written  of 
late  that  your  Cardinal  has  appeared  to  him  quite  another 
man  than  he  was  during  the  life  of  the  tate  Protector ; 
and  besides,  they  arc  highly  offended  at  your  refusal  of 
the  fifty  thousand  |x>unds,  as  the  sum  was  not  &o  large 
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that  it  could  not  easily  have  been  obtained,  if  your  past 
feelings  towards  us  had  not  cimnged."  Bordeaux  pro- 
tested against  any  such  unfavourable  interpretation  being 
put  on  the  conduct  of  his  Court,  and  gave  fresh  assiurancea 
of  friendship,  but  without  being  able  to  remove  the  pre- 
valent impression  that  France  wa^  not  sincere.  At  length, 
however,  Richard  and  his  council  appeared  to  have  made 
up  their  muids ;  tt  was  announced  to  Bordeaux  that  an 
English  fleet  would  be  sent  into  the  Bailie  to  attempt 
mediation,  and,  if  absolutely  necessary,  to  support  Swe- 
den. The  fleet  set  sail,  but  returned  into  port  a  few 
days  after,  driven  back  by  contrary  winds ;  and  when  it 
put  to  sea  again^  it  proceeded  slowly,  and  as  if  intending 
rather  to  show  itself  than  to  act.  It  was  evident  that  the 
English  Government  was  still  hesitjiting,  daring  neither 
to  abandon  altogether  a  coiu'se  of  policy  which  it  consi- 
dered good  and  necessary,  nor  thorougMy  to  adopt  it, 
from  want  of  coiu-age,  authority,  and  means.' 

Nothing  is  more  injurious  to  a  Government  than  hesi- 
tation, for  it  is  regarded  always  as  indicative  of  either 
incapacity  or  impotence.  Richard  was  conscious  of  Uis 
weakness,  and  endeavom'cd  on  all  occasions  to  devolve 
the  responsibility  of  the  administration  on  his  Privy 
Council.  "All  resolutions  are  now  taken  in  the  Coun- 
cil/' wrote  Bordeaux  to  Mazarin,  ou  the  11th  of  No- 
vember;^ and  in  a  subsequent  letter,  Miitten  on  the  2ud 


'  ThurWs  State  Papers,  vo!.  vii.  pp.  391.  418.  428.  430.  433.  440. 
465,  467,  4a&,  496,  505,  611, 512,  516.  520.  522,  532.  635.  5 13. 545. 553 : 

Brtker'fl  Cliroaiclc,  p.  601;  Wliitelocke,  p.  CTSj  Lt'tlcra  frum  Bcnlf^uux 
to  M&zarin  and  Bncime,  October  31,  November  11,  13,  27,  Decurober 
2,  9,  IB.  23,  1B58.    Spp  Appendix. 
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^December,  he  sUtes — **  I  cannot  conceive  how  it  caa 
be  expeoied  that  I  should  have  very  certain  news  of  the 
ddiberatkms  here,  unless  the  King  will  pay  the  expense 
F  MOWtt  pensioaeis :  when  the  late  Protector  was  alive, 
\hc  acted  on  his  own  aathority,  this  outlay  was  avoid- 
ed with  less  inoonvenience ;  but  now  that  the  authority 
is  divided,  aod  the  Council  has  a  large  share  of  it,  it  ia 
neeenaiy  to  act  otherwise,  however  little  importance  be 
"^•T<^»f^  to  this  State.*''  Either  because  the  practices 
which  Bordeaux  then  suggested  to  Mazahn  were  tried 
with  socoess  in  the  Council,  or  as  a  necessary  consequence 
of  ite  internal  dissensions  and  active  participation  in  the 
GorerDment,  this  body,  composed  of  the  veterans  of  the 
Berolation,  was  soon  as  violently  attacked  as  the  Pro- 
tector himself.  Id  addition  to  the  CromweUians,  the 
Council  contained  some  few  RepubUcans^  whom  Crom- 
well had  kept  quiet  by  his  strong  ascendancy^  and  the 
jnncipal  disaffected  leaders  of  the  army.  Richard^  who 
Icel  no  confidence  in  such  a  body,  discussed  hia 
and  formed  his  resolutions  in  a  small  private 
and  aiterwards  endeavoured  to  obtain  the 
of  the  Council  for  what  had  beeu  thus  decided 
opoD.  Thurloe^  St.  John,  Lord  Broghill,  AVilUam  Pierre- 
point  and  Lord  Faulconbridge,  were  the  leaders  of  this 
piboe  cabal,  as  it  was  called ;  and  it  very  soon  became 
the  object  of  vehement  attacks  in  the  Council  itself. 
Thurioe  and  Lord  Faulconbridge  in  particular,  who  were 
ooostdered  the  most  active  and  influential  members  of 
the  body,  were  attacked  with  unsparing  animosity.  A 
iTport  was  spread  (hat  the  Protector  intended  to  intro- 

*  See  ArrwDix. 
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duce  Lord  Eaulcoiibridge  and  Lord  Eroghill  into  the 
Council,  of  which  they  were  not  members ;  and  Des- 
borongh  at  once  \iolently  denounced  the  former  to  the 
board,  accusing  him  of  having  formed  a  design  to  cany 
off  Fleetwood  and  himself,  and  to  iinpriaon  them  in 
Windsor  Castle,  and  declaring  that  if  Lord  Faulcon- 
bridge  were  made  a  member  of  the  Council,  he  would 
never  set  foot  in  it  again.  Thurloe,  on  his  part,  unused 
to  be  thus  detested  and  persecuted  on  his  own  account, 
took  the  alarm,  and  expressed  a  desire  to  retire  from 
public  affairs.  "  You  have  had  an  account/'  he  wrote 
to  Henry  Cromwell  on  the  2nd  of  November,  "  of  the 
motions  which  have  been  in  some  part  of  the  army;  ,  ,  . 
the  fire  has  again  burst  out,  and  at  this  time  now  agita* 
tions  are  on  foot ;  at  a  late  meeting  of  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal officers  and  some  of  the  Council,  to  speak  about 
this  affaiij  something  waa  said  to  this  purpose,  that  his 
Highness  was  led  only  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Comptroller 
and  myself,  and  that  he  would  do  nothing  without  us. 
Having  heard  this,  and  perceiving  also  that  it  was  in- 
dustriously spread  amongst  the  officers  of  the  army,  that 
I  was  a  very  evil  counsellor,  I  did  desire  of  his  High- 
ness that  I  might  have  leave  to  retire,  hoping  it  might 
be  a  means  to  quiet  things,  and  facilitate  his  affairs  with 
the  whole  army.  And  truly,  my  Lord,  I  do  not  yet  see 
wliat  opportunity  there  vdll  be  for  ray  doing  further  ser- 
vice, in  the  station  I  have  done,  either  to  God  or  the 
nation."'  Thurloe  did  not  retire;  but  this  mutnnl  dis- 
trust, this  ardent  jealousy,  and  these  scenes  of  violent 
recrimination,  deprived  the  Council  of  all  authority,  and 

'  Tliurloe's  f*tnlr  Phjktb,  vol.  vii.  p.  4fi0;  Clarcndou's  SUito  Papers, 
vui.  iii,  [J.  -421. 
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cfemed  diBOCgmizatioa  into  the  very  core  of  the  Govern- 
neot;  "and  it  is  remarked/'  wrote  Bordeaux  to  Ma^a- 
fin  on  the  IStb  of  Novemher,  "that  some  of  the  tDmis- 
ten  of  the  Coimcil,  who  were  once  very  zealous  for  the 
ftolecior,  are  now  deserting  him,  for  fear  that  they  may 
faO  with  him."' 

A  Government  thus  h&rag$ed  and  imperilled  will  seek 
gopport  in  any  quarter,  no  matter  what  dangers  it  may 
coooonter  in  the  search.  The  want  of  money  daily 
became  more  urgently  fett.  The  garrison  of  Dunkirk 
flnittnied  on  accx>unt  of  not  having  received  its  pay: 
Lockhoit  soooeeded  in  quelling  the  riot ;  "  But,  my 
Lord,"  he  wrote  to  Thurloe  on  the  8tii  of  November, 
**1  shall  never  be  able  to  cany  on  the  affairs  of  this 
glKTtsoo,  mdess  I  have  a  considerable  supply  of  money 
■est  me  from  England.  ...  I  have  in  this  place  about 
ive  hondred  of  the  sick  and  weak  belonging  to  the 
Kgiments  in  the  field.  They  have  nothing  to  subsist 
upon,  save  as  1  am  forced  to  lend  them ;  and  God 
knoweth  how  little  I  need  that  additional  burthen.  I 
hnre  ofteotimea  importuned  your  Lordship  for  beds  and 
gowBs.  The  weather  now  grows  so  cold  here,  that 
there  ia  truly  a  greater  want  of  these  accommodations 
than  your  Lordship  can  imagine.  I  beg  they  may  be 
seDt  over  as  soon  as  is  possible.  The  poor  souls  at 
Mardyke  and  Fort  Oliver  have  nothing  to  cover  them, 
nor  to  lie  upon,  save  a  few  boards.  .  ,  .  I  hope  your 
Lordship  uill  persuade  yourself,  and  assure  his  Highness, 
that  if  I  knew  any  way  in  the  world  how  to  shift,  I 
would  not  at  so  unseasonable  a  time,  when  bis  Plighncsa 
*  See  Afpbnuii. 
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is  under  so  many  pressures,  importune  him  for  more." 
These  finaucial  embarrassments  were  now  increased  bj 
family  difficulties.  Henry  Cromwell,  who  was  rendered 
very  anxious  by  the  information  which  reached  him  in 
Dubhn,  earnestly  entreated  permission  to  c^me  to  Lon- 
don, and  seemed  to  forget,  in  his  fraternal  solicitude, 
the  suspicions  and  coraphcations  which  his  arrival  in  the 
capital  could  not  fail  to  produce.  Thurloe  and  Lord 
FanJconbridge  both  endeavoured,  though  somewhat  ti» 
midly,  to  dissuade  him  from  this  step.  "  This  I  will 
say  now,"  wrote  Thurloe  to  him  on  the  16th  of  No- 
vember, "  that  I  am  sure  your  being  at  the  head  of  so 
good  an  army  hath  tended  very  much  to  our  preserva- 
tion, and  rendered  designs  against  the  present  Govern- 
ment the  more  difficult  in  the  execution.  ,  .  .  However, 
the  determination  will  be  wholly  left  to  yourself.  .  .  . 
It's  an  impossible  thing  to  tell  what  will  be  the  issue  of 
this  busiueas.  ,  ,  .  The  fiineral  of  his  late  Highness  Is 
to  be  this  day  se'nnight.  When  that  is  over  we  shall 
begin  business  (if  troubles  do  not  begin  before),  and 
then  revive  the  debate  of  a  Parliament,  and  some  other 
things  of  moment  enough  to  the  peace  and  welfare  of 
these  nations."' 

Thurloe  had  good  reason  to  regard  the  day  of  Crom- 
well's fmieral  as  a  day  of  trial.  Factions  excel  in  turning 
popular  solemnities  to  account,  and  care  little  whether 
they  be  occasions  of  rejoicing  or  of  mourning.  The 
magnificence  of  the  display  on  this  occasion  served  as 
an  additional  weapon  in  the  bands  of  the  malcontents ; 
the  cost  amomited,  it  was  said,  to  sixty  thousand  pounds 
'  Thnrl*>o'«  State  PaptTB,  vol.  vli-  pp.  4<ifi,  510. 
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expense  iu  locking  contraat  vntb  the  distress  of 
the  umy  and  tlie  penury  of  the  GovernmeDt,  The 
RepabEcans  were  loud  m  their  censure  of  it ;  pamphlets 
were  distributed  in  the  streets  on  tlie  line  of  the  pro- 
denouncing  this  shameful  prodigality  to  the 
in  no  measored  terms  i  and  reports  were  ciurcnt 
tkil  the  initated  soldiers  bad  eonspired  to  seize  the 
oorpee  of  tJie  great  Protector  ou  its  way  to  the  tomb, 
and  to  hold  it  in  pledge  for  the  liquidation  of  their 
•crears  of  pay.  Nothing  of  the  kind  was  attempted ; 
thoo^  the  disorder  was  considerable,  no  serious  tumult 
9ecaacd,  and  CromwcU  was  bome,  without  insult  or 
iBJurT,  into  the  sepidchre  of  the  English  kings.  But  the 
taneut  continued  to  increase ;  to  the  cabals  of  the  dis- 
dferii*H  ofiicers  were  now  added  those  of  the  republican 
who  met  at  the  house  of  Sir  Harry  Vane,  at 
Cross.  The  reviving  intrigues  of  the  Cavaliers 
innushed  them  with  subjects  of  alarm  for  the  future, 
and  grounds  of  accusation  against  the  Government.  In 
EngLmd  itself,  no  royalist  movement  liad  as  yet  ap^ 
pcarcd ;  but  the  activity  of  the  'Stuarts  on  the  Continent, 
and  their  frequent  visits  to  Brussels,  the  Hague.  Am- 
sterdam, and  Paris,  were  the  themes  of  general  conver- 
nliom.  Richard  could  no  longer  consent  to  remain  the 
isolated  object  of  so  many  attacks,  or  to  continue  in- 
active and  silent  in  the  midst  of  so  much  busy  clamour. 

obtaining  money,  a  FarUameut  was  indispensable; 

among  the  partisans  of  the  Protector,  there  were 
many  whuee  anxiety  led  them  to  hope  that  a  ParUament 
would  give  some  additional  support  to  his  Government, 
Whv,  it  was  asked*  liad  it  not  been  convoked  before,  at 
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the  very  moment  of  Cromwell's  death  ?  The  disaffected 
would  then  have  been  found  far  less  determined  in  their 
opposition,  and  the  pubHc  would  have  been  much  more 
easily  managed.  Tliis  was  the  opinion  of  Lord  Broglnll, 
among  others.  The  Council  met  on  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, and  the  convocation  of  a  Parliament  waa  resolved 
upon ;  the  writs  for  the  elections  were  issued  a  fortnight 
afterwards,  and  the  Parliament  waa  appointed  to  meet 
on  the  27th  of  January  following.  *'I  need  not  trouble 
your  Excellency/'  WTote  Thurloe  to  Henry  Cromwell  on 
the  30th  of  November,  "  with  giving  you  the  reasons 
which  moved  his  Highness  to  call  the  Parliament  at  this 
time.  .  .  .  Great  strivings  there  will  be  to  get  in,  and 
the  Commonwealth's  men  have  their  daily  meetings,  dis- 
puting what  kind  of  commonwealth  they  shall  have, 
taking  it  for  granted  they  may  pick  and  choose.  They 
hope  to  prepare  a  part  of  the  army  to  fall  in  with  them, 
wherein  I  hope  they  will  be  deceived ;  although  I  must 
needs  say  I  like  not  the  aspect  of  things,  and  ray  fears 
are  greater  than  my  hopes.*'' 

The  comrse  piu-sued  by  the  Government  in  this  emer- 
gency betrayed  the  fear  under  which  they  were  labour- 
ing. They  did  not  venture  to  allow  the  elections  to  be 
conducted  according  to  the  new  electoral  system  which 
had  been  established  by  the  Long  Parliament,  and 
adopted  in  practice  on  two  occasioua  by  Cromwell :  if 
effected  in  the  counties  alone,  and  by  a  uniform  method, 
it  was  feared  they  would  prove  too  independent;  and 

'  Tliurloe'B  State  Fapcm.  vol,  rii.  pp.  502.  628.  541,  668.  573  j 
Evcljn'a  Diary,  vol.  i.  p.  330;  CromrtcUiaiia,  pp.  17&-ISI;  Lettcis 
from  DordeauK  U>  Mazarin  and  Brieniip,  November  27,  1068.     See 
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the  tnulitioas  of  the  monorchj  were  therefore  revived,  in 
the  hope  that  a  decisive  mfluence  might  be  brought  to 
bear  on  the  choice  of  a  large  number  of  boroughs.  And 
w  in  regard  to  Scotland  and  Ireland »  which  had  been 
reoently  incorporated  wilh  Eugiaud,  there  were  no  tradi- 
tioiHl  rights  to  be  claimed  or  recognized,  advantage  was 
taken  of  this  absence  of  precedent  to  allot  to  each  of  the 
two  ooontrics  thirty  representatives,  whose  election  was 
regulated  in  such  a  manner  that  it  would  be  left  almost 
cntirdj  under  the  control  of  the  military  authorities, 
who  wCTe  at  the  head  of  affairs.  As  to  the  Other  House, 
Richard  Eell  it  as  it  had  been  constituted  by  his  father ; 
bat  he  addressed  to  each  of  its  meml>ci^  letters  of  sum- 
moos  similar  to  those  which  the  King  had  been  in  the 
habit  of  sending  in  former  times  to  the  peers  of  tlie 
rcilm.  It  will  thu^*  be  seen  that  no  legal  and  consis- 
tent principle  governed  the  formation  of  the  Parliament ; 
ancient  and  modem  examples  were  appealed  to  in  turn ; 
precedents  were  borrowed  alike  from  the  monarchy  and 
the  revolution,  from  tradition  and  from  tjTanny,  The 
Protector  and  liis  Council  seemed  to  take  delight,  at  one 
time  in  restoring  some  faint  shadow  of  the  ancient  na- 
tional institutions,  and  at  another,  in  discomfiting  the 
advocates  of  those  institutions  by  a  display  of  Crom- 
wcUiaii  despotism ;  they  sought  anxiously  in  all  direc- 
tioitt  for  a  strength,  'with  which  artifices  so  palpably 
incoherent  can  never  supply  a  government. 

TTie  electoral  conflict  was  ardent  and  disorderly, 
though  nntnarked  by  any  tyrannical  or  popular  violence. 
The  Republican  leaders,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  house 
of  Vane,  liad  resolved  to  ufler  themselves  for  election, 
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and  to  take  thoir  aoats  in  the  Parliament,  even  at  the 
cost  of  swearing  fidelity  to  the  Protector,  but  at  the  same 
time  to  remain  secretly  faithful  to  that  Long  Parliameut 
which  Crouiwell  had  expi'lled,  but  had  never  been  able 
to  dissolve,  and  which  still  continued  in  their  opinion  to 
be  the  only  legitimate  government  of  the  country.  All 
parties,  in  all  ages,  have  had  recourse  \g  these  uientnl 
reservations,  in  the  hope  of  thereby  strengthening  their 
impotence  and  gratifying  their  ambition.  Against  the 
Republicans^  the  most  formidable  of  all  their  adversnries. 
Richard  and  his  Council  contended  with  unscnipulous 
determination  :  it  was  of  no  use  to  Vane  that  he  obtained 
the  majority  at  Hull  and  Bristol,  the  magistrates  who 
presided  over  the  elections  in  those  cities  declared  that 
the  choice  had  fallen  on  other  candidates ;  and,  but  for 
the  resolute  firmness  of  one  of  bis  friends  irtho  secured 
his  election  for  a  small  borough  in  Hampshire,  he  would 
not  have  had  a  seat  in  the  new  Parliament.  Colonel 
Hutchinson  was  appointed  sheriff  of  his  countyj  in  order 
to  prevent  his  election  at  Nottingham.  Haslerig,  Neville, 
Scott,  Bradshaw,  and  Ludlow  met  with  with  similar 
opposition,  but  they  succeeded  in  surmounting  it.  The 
Government  was  unable  to  exclude  any  of  its  most  im- 
jxirtaut  foes.  It  was  more  successful  in  obtaniing  the 
election  of  s  Inrge  nund>er  of  its  partisans.  Thurloe, 
the  real  Prime  Jlinister  of  the  Protector  in  regard  to 
home  no  less  than  to  foreign  affairs,  undertook  the 
management  of  this  business ;  and  one  of  his  agents, 
Mr.  Howard,  a  Catholic,  and  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Aruu- 
del,  ^wasted,  probably  with  some  <legrec  of  rodomontade, 
that  he  had  obtained  llic  return  of  twenty  four  members 
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t^  Dew  Pariiameut  on  the  mere  recommendation  of 
Uk  Secietaiy  of  State.  Monk  v^Tote  to  ask  Thurtoe  to 
wbal  towns  in  England  t^ree  candidates  belonged  who 
hwl  been  recommended  to  Uim  for  election  in  Scotland, 
and  whom  the  Scottish  electoni  hesitated  to  return  without 
being  al  least  acqnainted  wiUi  their  origin.  Tlie  Univer- 
fltj  of  Cambridge  and  the  three  boroughs  of  Wisbeuch, 
Huntingdon,  and  Tewkesbury,  contended  fur  the  honour 
of  hang  represented  by  Thurloe  himself.  "  V\'e  under- 
iUmd.*'  wrote  the  burgesses  of  Tewkesbury  to  him  on 
the  17lh  of  December,  "that  you  are  pleased  so  much 
to  honcNir  ihis  pooir  corporation  as  to  accept  of  our  fi-ee 
woid  ananimoos  electing  you  one  of  oiir  burgesses  in  the 
DcaEt  Farliament,  and  to  sit  a  member  for  this  place. 
We  are  so  sensibk  of  the  greatni^^  of  the  obligation, 
tliat  we  know  not  by  what  expressions  sufficiently  to 
dflnoutnte  our  acknowledgments ;  only  at  present  we 
bcteedi  you  to  accept  of  this  for  an  eaniest,  that  whom- 
letM  yoa  shall  think  worthy  to  be  your  partners  shall 
bare  the  second  election."  Thurloe  preferred  to  sit  for 
the  University  of  Cambridge,  which  he  considered  it  an 
hoaoor  to  represent :  he  foresaw  that  the  debates  woidd 
be  •tormy  and  difficult,  and  in  a  letter  containing  in- 
ttraetkmft  for  the  Irish  elections,  which  Clarges  wrote  to 
Heniy  Cromwell  by  his  direction,  this  passage  occurs: 
•'  There  never  was  more  need  than  now  to  choose  honest 
and  able  men,  which  I  am  confident  your  Excellency  will 
take  care  to  do  in  Ireland  ;  and  if  amongst  them  tive  or 
six  good  argumentative  speakers  could  be  elected,  they 
mi^t  be  of  good  advantage  to  his  Highnesses  service."' 

*  LnJknr'*  Mnuoin.  pp.  20O-262-,  Oldmixou's  History  of  Ihr  Stoturtd, 
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Amidst  all  tins  tnovemeBt  the  Koyalists  did  not  re- 
raaiu  eitlicr  indifferent  or  inactive :  the  turbulent  ex- 
pected that  anarchy  would  soon  be  restored,  and  held 
tliemst'lves  in  readiness  !o  rise  in  arms  ;  tlie  eredulous, 
and  some  few  of  the  intriguers,  hoped  that  Richard, 
driven  to  desperation  by  the  army  or  by  the  Republi- 
cans, would  at  length  resolve  to  call  bnck  the  King ;  and 
they  bestirred  themselves  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  in 
the  very  iDtcrior  of  Whitehall,  to  incline  the  Protector 
towards  this  step,  and  to  claim  the  merit  of  it  for  them- 
selves at  Brussels  or  at  Paris.  The  quiet  men  who  were 
wenry  of  civil  war,  the  country  gentlemen  who  lived  on 
their  estates,  were  treated  with  marked  consideration  by 
the  Governraent,  which  etood  in  urgent  need  of  their 
elrctornl  influence  to  defeat  tlic  Republicans ;  and  they 
did  not  refuse  to  excrciise  that  influence  cither  in  further- 
ance of  their  own  interests  or  in  support  of  candidates  of 
moderate  views,  who  would  form  a  neutral  party,  deter- 
mined  under  all  circumstances  to  defend  order,  to  restore 
the  elements  of  monarchy,  no  matter  under  what  name^ 
and  to  take  instant  advantage  of  any  favourable  conjimc- 
ture.  Charles  and  his  advisers,  fai*  from  disapproving 
this  course  of  conduct,  enjoined  it  on  their  adherents  in 
the  following  formal  and  positive  terms: — "Whereas  we 
tliink  notliing  more  conducing  to  our  service  in  this  pre- 
sent conjuncture  than  that  as  many  persons  of  affection 
to  us  as  can  get  themselves  chosen  may  be  members  and 
sit  in  the  next  convention  of  Parliament,  we  do  not  only 

p.  428;  Foratcre  Statesmen  of  the  Comraonwoalth,  vol.  iii.  p.  176s 
Hiilchirwon'B  Memoirs.  \).  37^ ;  Old  Pnrlinmcntary  ni*<tor>%  vol,  xri, 
p.  289 ;  Thiirlw'n  State  Faperfi.  vol.  vii.  pp.  5&5.  559,  565.  672.  671. 
68&.  G42. 
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pre  you  leave,  but  do  heartily  desire  that  you  will  attend 
thftt  service,  &ot  doubting  litit  you  wil]  ^  bebavc  your- 
selves therein  as  without  any  unscasoimble  profession  of 
your  affections  to  us,  you  will  advance  and  promote 
those  coiiuseis  and  conclusions  which  in  the  end  mtiy,  by 
the  l)lessLng  of  God,  restore  \xa  to  our  right,  and  the 
kingdom  to  that  peace  and  happiness  it  hath  been  so 
kmg  deprived  of;  and  for  what  you  t^hall  do  herein  this 
shall  lie  your  warrant  and  discharge.**  The  Royabsts 
did  Dot  all  obey  this  cuaimand  ;  from  feelings  of  honesty 
!-«'?  '■' jb-mindedness,  and  from  fear  of  the  unfavourable 
.ation  which  might  be  put  upon  these  apparent 
defections,  in  Bpite  of  the  King's  express  permission,  by 
tW  little  exiled  Court,  many  refused  either  to  sit  in  Par- 
liunent  or  cren  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  elections. 
"I  did  88  exactly  aa  was  possible  observe  your  first  in- 
structions towards  our  friends  on  the  point  of  getting 
into  the  House,"  wrote  one  of  his  most  confldtutLal  cor- 
respondents to  Hyde  on  the  13th  of  February,  1059  ^ 
"  but  yoD  cannot  imagine  how  stupid  and  obstinate 
many  of  them  both  were  and  are  in  that  which  most 
ooooenis  them.  I  dare  say,  if  the  King's  party  would 
knre  been  active,  they  might  have  governed  the  Parlia- 
ment.'* The  Cavaliers  were  far  from  possessing  so  much 
influence ;  only  a  few  of  them  got  into  the  ParKatueut, 
aod  those  did  so  under  false  colours ;  but  they  pro4ftux'd 
ihe  election  of  a  great  number  of  new  men^  who  bad 
borne  no  port  in  the  civil  war,  who  were  Jlonarchists 
at  bottom,  though  apparejitly  only  frieuiU  of  order,  and 
who,  though  not  chargeable  with  any  premeditated  reso- 
lution in  favour  of  the  King,  were  free  from  all  pledges 
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and  from  nil  predilection  either  towards  the  RcpubUc  or 
towards  the  Protector.^ 

On  the  whole,  nnd  with  the  exception  of  a  few  irre- 
gular and  contested  elections,  the  Assembly  was  freely 
chosen,  and  composed,  for  the  most  part»  of  independent 
men ;  among  its  five  hundred  and  sixtv-four  members, 
there  were  about  fifty  determined  Republicans,  a  hundred 
or  a  hundred  and  forty  members  who  wavered  between 
the  Protector  and  tlie  Republic,  seventy-two  lawyers,  a 
hundred  officers  and  others  in  the  employment  of  tlie 
Government,  and  two  hundred  persons  of  neutral  or  un- 
known opinions.  On  ascertauiing  this  result  of  the  elec-  ^ 
tions,  the  Protector  nnd  his  advisers  expressed  neither*^! 
confidence  nor  discouragement.  "The  men  in  the  Par- 
liament are  very  numerous,  and  beyond  measure  bold/* 
wrote  Lord  Faulconbridge  to  Henry  Cromwell,  on  the 
1 6th  of  Febniary  ;  "  but  they  ore  more  than  doubly  over- 
balanced by  the  sober  party.  So  that,  though  this  make 
(heir  results  slow,  we  see  no  great  cause  aa  yet  to  fear." 
Thurloe,  who,  in  genertil,  ^'^^  but  little  inclined  to  hope, 
entertained  even  less  niis^vings,  and  grew  animated  at 
the  approach  of  the  conflict,  like  a  wary  and  veteran  par- 
tisan. "  Our  enemies  on  all  sides  are  active/'  he  MTote 
to  Henry  Cromwell,  on  the  4th  of  January,  "imd  will 
leave  no  stone  unturned  to  give  us  trouble  both  at  liome 
and  abroad.  .  .  This  is  like  to  be  a  very  troublesome 
scene;  and,  I  persuade  myself,  God  will  bless  courage 
and  lively  actions,  and  will  be  displeased  with  desponden- 
cies and  melancholy  motions.     T  can  say  by  experience 

'  Cliirondon's  State  Papers,  vol  iii.  pp.  424,  434 ;  Lotlor  from  Bor- 
deaux to  Muarin,  JaonfU'v  %  1fl59. 
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»I  never  in  all  luy  life  made  a  true  judguient  of  things 
io  anolftiicholy  frame  anil  r<;mp(^  of  spirit;  aud  wlmt- 
ever  measures  I  tJAjk  whiUt  I  wua  in  that  case,  I  wholly 
disliked  them  when  1  was  out  of  it,  and  have  fully  i-c- 
wlved  with  myself  acver  to  do  anything,  or  take  up  auy 
reiolatiomi.  wbilst  I  am  mclaDcholy,  having  always  fouud 
my  tboughu  erroneous  at  such  a  time.  The  cause  is  as 
leuod  fti  cver^  and  the  same  thai  ever  it  was,  and  the 
cnenUM  arc  bnffled  iiieti ;  und  if  we  can  bcUcvc  that  God 
w3i  be  with  us,  lie  will  be  with  us;  and  who  then  can 
be  agaimit  uft?"* 

On  the  27th  of  January,  1G50,  Richard,  attended  by 
Lpompomt  retinue,  proceeded  by  water  to  the  Parliament- 
aud  after  waiting  a  few  moments  in  the  House  of 
»,  r^ired  to  Westminster  Abbey,  Major-Geneml 
jugh  bearing  the  Sword  of  State  before  hiiih  The 
of  both  llou&os  were  already  assembled  in  the 
Chord],  as  wo  are  told,  ''^panim  and  iu  confusion." 
After  a  sennoa  Imd  been  preuehed  by  Dr.  Goodwin,  a.s  the 
audience  were  rising  to  dfparl,  a  Quaker  standing  near 
Uic  pulpit  suddenly  aildru^sed  tfic  congregation  with  in* 
oobcrent  evhorlutioii».  Richard  paused,  litiird  tum  to 
the  end,  and  returned  to  the  Jfouseof  Lurtls.  The  I'sher 
of  the  Bhick  Rod  visla  then  sent,  by  his  order,  to  suiu- 
raoTi  the  members  of  tlie  House  of  Commons  to  attend 
him.  Several  of  them,  who  had  IVintu'd  part  of  the  pro- 
orasioni  were  there  ah*eady,  staudmg  at  the  bar.  aceordiiig 
Io  ancient  usage :  but  about  a  hundred  aud  $ixty  had 

'  TIrarioe't  Stotc  F&prn.  rol,  rii  pp.  576,  £88.  6i»i.  612:  Clarrn- 
liw**  8UU«  P»pm».  vtJ.  (ii,  p.  -MO;  Old  Parliainrritnrj  )Ti*lnry*  to]. 
ui  pp.  SM&-3G2  :  LHCirn  froui  nordeaus  to  Mauii-iti.  JiinuAry  16-30. 
UI6.    8«c  Krywtnx. 
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collected  in  their  own  House,  and  when  the  iiaher  came 
to  summon  them,  not  more  than  ten  or  twelve  obeyed 
his  call.  *'  I  went  up  as  one  of  your  aervants,"  said  Sir 
Arthur  Haskrig  afterwards,  "to  see  in  what  order  wc 
should  be.  I  saw  where  the  Lords  were.  I  asked  where 
the  Commons  should  be,  and  they  said,  '  At  the  bar/ 
where  were  servants  and  footmen,"  More  than  a  hun- 
dred and  fifty  members  remained  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons; while,  in  the  other  house,  Richard,  after  standing 
for  a  moment  uncovered,  resumed  his  seat  and  his  hat, 
and  opened  the  session  of  Parliament.  His  speech  was 
short  and  simple,  but  expressed  in  a  royaJ  tone.  *'  I 
believe  there  are  scarce  any  of  you  here,"  he  said,  "  who 
expected  some  months  since  to  have  seen  this  great  as- 
sembly at  this  time,  in  this  place,  in  peace,  .  .  .  Peace 
was  one  of  the  blessings  of  my  father's  government.  .  .  . 
He  died  full  of  days,  spent  in  great  and  sore  travail ;  yet 
his  eyes  were  not  waxed  dim,  neither  was  his  natural 
strength  abated^  as  it  was  said  of  Moses.  He  was  ser- 
viceable even  to  the  last.  .  .  .  He  is  gone  to  rest,  and 
we  are  entered  into  his  laboiu^.  .  .  ,  It  is  agreeable,  not 
only  to  my  trust,  but  to  my  principles,  to  govern  these 
nations  by  the  advice  of  ray  two  Houses  of  Parliament. 
.  .  „  Through  the  goodness  of  God»  we  are,  as  I  have 
told  you,  at  this  time  in  peace ;  but  it  is  not  thus  with 
us,  because  we  have  no  enemies.  There  are  enough  both 
within  us  and  without  us,  who  would  stKjn  put  an  end 
to  our  peace,  were  it  in  their  power,  or  should  it  at  any 
time  come  into  their  power.  It  will  be  becoming  your 
wisdom  to  consider  of  the  securing  of  our  peace  against 
those  who,  we  all  know,  are,  and  ever  will  be,  our  im- 
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plMMlhle  enemies.  What  tlic  means  of  doing  this  are, 
I  dadl  refo"  unto  you.  This  I  can  assure  you,  that  the 
snHies  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  are  true  and 
Guthful  to  the  peace  and  good  interest  of  these  nations. 
.  If  they  were  not  the  best  army  in  the  world,  you 
would  have  heard  of  inconvenience,  by  reason  of  the 
gtcat  arrcar  of  pay  which  is  now  due  unto  them,  .  .  . 
Tins  being  matter  of  money.  I  recommend  it  particularly 
to  the  House  of  Commons.  You  have,  you  kuow,  a  war 
wkh  5pain«  carried  on  by  the  advice  of  Parliament,  lie 
is  IB  old  eneiny,  and  a  potent  one,  and  therefore  it  will 
be  oeoessary,  both  for  the  honour  and  safety  of  these  na- 
tioBB,  that  that  war  he  vigorously  prosecuted.  .  .  .  Thu 
<Aet  things  that  are  to  be  said,  I  shall  refer  to  my  Lord 
Keeper  Fiennes.  ,  .  .  I  recommend  imto  you»  my  Lords, 
and  you.  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons^  that  you 
wiD  in  aU  your  debates  maintain  and  conserve  love  and 
unity  among  yourselves,  that  therein  you  may  be  the 
paitem  of  the  nation,  who  have  sent  you  up  in  peace, 
tad  with  their  prayers,  that  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and 
pttoe  may  be  among  you.  And  this  shall  also  be  my 
prayer  for  you ;  and  to  this  let  us  all  add  our  utmost 
eodemvonrs  for  the  making  this  a  happy  Parliament/'^ 

Lord  Commissioner  Fiennes  began  his  speech  in  the 
tone  of  a  true  courtier.  "  The  wise  maft,"  he  said, 
"  having  proposed  this  question—*  What  can  the  man 
do  that  Cometh  after  the  king?* — ^he  answereth  himself 
thoA — *  Even  that  which  hath  been  already  done.*     And 


■  Old  FurliAmentuy  Hutory.  roL  ixi.  pp.  365-269 ;  Benton's  Di&ry, 
ToL  iii  pp.  Tiii.  a,  7-11,  35 ,  Letters  from  Bordeaax  to  Bfaiann,  F^- 
htmrr  t,  16C9.    Sec  Appkvdu. 
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to  the  like  question  at  this  time,  '  Wbat  can  he  say  that 
speaketh  after  his  Highness?*  the  like  answer  may  not 
be  unfitly  returned,  *  Even  that  which  hath  been  abeady 
spoken.'  "  His  speech,  as  this  opening  indicated,  was  a 
mere  commentary  on  that  of  the  Protector — a  commen- 
tary expressed  in  emphatic  and  involved  iangiiage^  amid 
the  mazes  of  which  the  idea  and  plan  of  conduct  enter- 
tained by  the  Government  were,  nevertheless,  discernible. 
'*  His  late  Highness,"  he  said,  "  as  3^011  know,  and  the 
whole  world  knows,  was  a  man  of  war ;  yd  he  died  in 
peace,  and  left  these  nations  in  peace  at  home,  and  vic- 
torious abroad.  .  ,  .  But  that  is  not  all :  his  late  High- 
ness not  only  left  these  three  nations  in  peace  with,  in, 
and  betwixt  themselves,  but  he  left  them  in  unity.  And 
as  it  was  his  and  the  late  Parliament's  worthy  work  and 
care  to  unite  these  three  nations  into  one  common\rca)th, 
so  his  Highness  hath  held  it  incumbent  npou  hint  to 
bring  them  united  to  and  in  this  Parliament,  according 
to  the  practice  of  the  late  Parliament,  and  the  express 
declaration  of  tiieir  iiitenlion.  That  all  Parliaments  for  the 
futurt^  sbouhl  be  ParUaments  ot"  the  three  nations.  ,  .  . 
And  all  the  materials  of  this  House  are  so  fitted  and 
squared  beforehand,  by  the  lliuuble  Petition  and  Advice, 
and  other  good  laws  made  by  the  late  Parliament,  that 
by  the  help  of  (Jod  there  will  be  no  need  of  any  new 
hanmiering,  nor  that  there  bhuii  be  heard  the  noise  of 
auy  hammer  or  axe,  nmch  less  of  spear  or  sword,  or  any 
tool  of  iron,  for  what  is  to  be  further  done  in  the  build- 
ing of  this  house.  .  .  The  Petition  and  Advice  hath  not 
tnken  in  anythiiiji  that  shouhl  have  been  left  out,  nor  left 
rmt  anythin^f  that  if*  essential  ;  bul  whotituver  shall  well 


TH£    OAWN    or   THE    RESTORATION. 


43 


■ngfa  the  same.  And  look  into  it  with  a  single  eje,  will 
ftnd  tiiai  both  our  spiritual  and  civil  liberties  have  been 
flUited^  and  defined  therein,  with  a  great  deal  of 
sod  exactness.  .  .  .  And  yet  there  Ls  sttll  behind  a 
mid  glorious  work,  in  the  location  and  composure 
parts^  t{iough  never  so  well  fitted.  .  .  .  Theap- 
of  things  to  persons,  and  of  persons  to  things, 
and  the  right  jointing  and  cementing  of  one  part  to  the 
ctber  by  A  ^>irit  of  love  within,  and  establishment  of  due 
wd  n&oaeary  order  without,  will  make  this  House  to  rise 
ip  into  A  strong,  a  perfect,  and  a  beautiful  structure 
and  (ahrie  amongst  us.  AVhat  then  remains,  but  that 
Ui  Highness  and  both  Houses  of  Parliament  should  set 
iboot  this  noble  work  till  they  have  brought  it  to  perfec- 
lioa?  .  .  .  We  have  a  wholesome  and  divine  counsel  to 
'  us  from  falling  into  the  snare  of  the  grand  enemy 
peace  ;  and  that  is,  to  hold  the  unity  of  the  spirit 
in  the  bond  of  peace.  Wiat  is  that  bond  of  peace  ?  In 
A  mafAl  sense,  it  is  that  treble  knot  of  true  love  and  good 
Mndentanding  between  his  Highness  and  the  two  Houses 
of  pAiiianient ;  in  a  public  consideration,  it  is  the  eon- 
ilitiiUott  of  our  Government,  whereby  we  have  another 
Uebie  cord,  besides  that  of  the  three  nations  united  into 
I  oomnion wealth,  namely,  the  coustitittlon  of  their  sn- 
lflgi$lative  power,  consisting  of  a  single  person  and 
Booses  of  Parliament^ — which  cord,  while  it  is  kept 
twisted  together,  will  be  a  great  strength  to  itself, 
to  t)>e  nations,  and  to  the  people  of  God,  in  these  and 
all  oar  neighbouring  nations  round  about  us;  but  if  it 
OQoe  bt^m  to  luiravel,  and  the  two  ends  fall  one  from 
and   from   the  middle,   all  will  run  to  ruin/' 
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That  the  Protcctoral  form  of  Government  should  be  re- 
garded as  6rmly  established,  aud  that  its  basis  should  be 
respected  as  much  as  thai  of  an  ancient  monarchy,  was 
the  chief  aim  of  Ricbard  nnd  his  Conneil.  "  That  which 
all  here  seem  to  be  fixed  in,"  wrote  Thurloc  to  Henry 
Cromwell,  on  the  14th  of  December,  "  is  to  adhere  to  the 
Petition  and  Advice;  and  if  the  foundation  tbercof  be 
admitted,  namely,  a  single  person  and  two  Houses  of 
Parhament,  I  hope  we  may  agree  in  all  other  things/'^ 

The  first  acts  and  speeches  of  the  House  of  Coii^tuons 
made  it  evident  that  the  work  was  far  from  being  so 
nearly  couipletcd.  All  the  members  were  called  upon 
to  swear  "  to  be  tnie  and  faithful  to  the  Lord  Protector, 
and  not  contrive,  design,  or  attempt  anything  against  his 
person  or  lawful  aiithoiity,  but  endeavour,  as  much  as  in 
them  lay,  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people."  On  the  first  day  about  four  hundred  mem- 
bers took  this  oath  and  their  scats  in  the  Houae ;  a  few 
rigid  Republicans,  Ludlow  among  others,  refused  to  take 
it,  and  did  not  present  themselves  for  admission.  Sir 
Walter  St.  John,  one  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to 
administer  the  oath,  happening  to  meet  Ludlow  in  West- 
nuDster  Hall,  asked  bitn  why  he  had  not  taken  his  seat ; 
and  on  hearing  the  reason,  said,  "  Meet  me  in  the  lobby 
tomorrow  morning,  and  I  will  carry  you  in  with  me, 
which  will  create  a  belief  in  the  House  that  I  have  given 
you  the  oath."  Less  scrupulous  as  to  a  silent  fraiul  than 
as  to  a  public  promise,  Ludlow  consented  and  took  his 
seat  in  the  gallery,  "  with  as  much  privacy  as  he  could." 

'  Old  Parliamentary  Hktory,  vol.  juti.  pp.  2G&'28l ;  Burton's  Diary, 
ToL  iii.  p.  3  ;  TUurtoo'i  State  Fapera,  vol.  tiL  p,  563, 
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For  two  or  three  dap  no  one  observed  him,  or  com- 
phined  of  his  presence ;  but  on  the  5th  of  Pebruaiy,  a 
ft   mrmbcr  of  the  Conrt  party  called  llie  attention  of  the 
Hottse  to  the  matter,  and  demanded  that  Ludlow  should 
be  nqntred  to  take  the  oath.     "  Let  not  sueh  a  thing  as 
this  interrupt  your  buainess,"  said  Sir  Arthur  Haslerig, 
""Hic  debate  will  cause  heat.     I  desire  not  to  question 
ScoliaDd  or  Ireland,  who  have  no  colour  at  all  to  sit.     I 
beseech  you  put  off  this  debute."     Other  members  took 
tbc  same  view  as  Haslcrig,  but  the  Court  party  persisted 
in  their  demaud.     "  We  come  here  upon  the  Petition  and 
Advice,"  they  Baid,  "  we  must  stand  upon  this  founda- 
tion.   \\liere  shall  the  righteous  stand  if  the  foundationa 
be  th&ken  ?     Four  hundred  have  taken  the  oath;  why 
■bould  two  or  tliree  refuse  it?     At  Icnst  let  them  forbear 
to  &it  till  they  have  taken  it/'     The  discussioQ  went  on; 
^It-  WcavcX  and  others  expressed  their  dislike  of  oaths  in 
^^Ptanl,  as  they  proved.  "  for  the  most  part,  only  sunres 
W  to  hoQest  men."     Colonel  Eyre  informed  the  House  that 
■  he  bad  been  eleetetl  a  member  towards  tlie  end  of  the 
W  Long  Parliament,  and  had  reftised  to  take  the  oath  from 
eooMientioii^  scruples  -,  Ins  refusal  had  been  reported  to 
ibc  Hoose,  and  it  had  allowed  him  to  take  his  seat  uu- 
^^■DnL     Incidents  occurred  which   diverted   the  atten* 
W  ixm  of  the  House,  or  furnished  a  pretext  for  dropping 
llie  subject;  for  Ludlow,  and  probably  others  with  him, 
coutiuiied  to  sit  without  having  sworn  fideUty  to  the 

'  Comroons' JutiTiialfl.  roL  vii.  p.  593 ;  Burton's  Diary,  toI.  iii.  pp,  TI- 
TS: LQill(m'iMemi:iini,pp  2G2.263;  Tjelier  fromBordeaiuto  Mnzariii* 
Fthnarj  20,  1959.     Sn>  AppBisbix. 
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On  the  day  on  which  the  Pftriiament  was  opened, 
the  House  of  Commons  had  elected  as  its  Speaker  Mr, 
Chaloner  Chute,  a  man  of  moderate  views,  and  respected 
by  all  parties.  Two  days  after  his  installation,  Im  hesi- 
tated in  regard  to  some  act  which  he  was  required  to  do 
in  his  official  capacity,  and  submitted  to  the  House  his 
doubts  as  to  the  extent  of  his  power.  "  I  love  not  to  hear 
itj"  exclaimed  Haslerig,  **that  there  is  a  lameueas  in  this 
House.  1  know  no  law-book  for  you  to  he  dii-ected  Ijy. 
Yourself  is  now  the  greatest  mnn  in  England.  I  look 
upon  you  bo,  except  what  is  to  be  excepted.  I  had  al- 
most forgot  myself,  hut  I  am  pretty  right  yet.  I  say  I 
look  upon  you  as  the  greatest  man  in  England — the 
Speaker  of  the  Parliament  of  England  or  Commons^ 
call  it  what  you  will,  1  would  give  no  ofience.  It  is  not 
fit  for  you  to  take  a  record  from  any  inferior  court. 
Make  an  order  for  the  judge's  clerk  to  bring  it  up ;  that 
is  more  proper  and  fit."' 

Evidently  it  was  of  urgent  importance  not  to  leave  in 
idleness  an  asstmljly  composed  of  men  thus  jealous  of 
their  privileges,  and  haughty  in  their  dispositions.  An 
attack  was  in  preparation  against  the  Scotch  and  Irish 
members,  who  had  been  elected,  it  was  said,  in  accord- 
ance with  no  law,  and  who  consequently  had  no  right  to 
sit  in  an  English  Parliament.  The  Government  resolved 
at  once  to  submit  to  the  House  the  fuudamentid  ques- 
tion, which  would  measure  the  strength  of  the  various 
parties,  and  decide  their  future  fate.  On  the  lat  of  Fe- 
bruary, Thurloe  rose  and  spoke  to  the  following  effect: — 

'  Commonfi'  Jourafita,   vaU  Tii.   p.   604;    Whit^locke'^   HkfcmorifllA, 
p.  ii7rt;  Burton's  Binry,  vol.  iil.  pp.  4-18. 
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"  It  pleased  God  to  put  an  end  to  his  Highness  s  dap  : 
flid  things  were  expected  by  that  stroke.  God  has  given 
ihaX  MwBmg  of  a  son  in  his  stead,  who  has  the  liearts  of 
t^  people,  testifying  his  nndoubtivl  right  of  succession. 
litis  can  be  looked  upon  as  uo  other  thing  than  the  hand 
of  God,  so  pntting  down  the  late  King's  famUy.  He 
nuaes  the  power  out  of  the  dust :  it  is  His  prerogative 
nnraL  It  is  not  unbecoming  this  House  to  recognize  this 
mercy,  to  acknowledge  his  now  Highness  to  be  the  im- 
doabted  successor.  .  .  I  hear  great  endeavours  abroad 
to  beget  divisions  and  troubles  amongst  iis  ;  to  prevent 
irhicb,  let  the  nation  know  we  are  all  of  a  mind  in  the 
Gofenunent,  all  agreed  in  the  foundation.  To  this 
purpose  I  have  a  short  bill  for  a  recognition  of  the  Fro* 


Startled  by  this  sudden  challenge  to  decisive  convict, 
the  fir^t  attempt  of  the  Opposition  party  was  to  evade 
iL  "This  is  not  seasonably  offered  now,"  said  Haslerig; 
"you  have  many  thin^  to  do»  and  have  done  but  one 
tbiDg.  The  nest  is  a  Committee  of  Grievances  ;  the  next 
Be^iDD.  .  .  .  Wewcrc  a  glorious  Parliament  for  pulling 
down ;  I  hope  this  will  he  glorious  for  setting  up,  .  .  . 
Let  OS  see  what  has  been  done  since  we  went  out.  He 
that  is  gone  promised  us  an  account.  The  army  are  our 
duldreD :  they  came  from  us ;  we  are  bound  to  provide 
tbetn.  We  have  one  th^  is  our  prince,  PrincepSy  our 
I  never  knew  any  guile  or  gait  in  him.     I  honour 

*  ComiaoDg'  JoanuLto,  vol.  tii.  p.  596  ;  Burt<m*e  Drarr*  toI.  lii. 
ppt  SS-32.  71 ;  Thnrloe'i  Sut«  Fappt«.  yol.  vii.  p.  603 ;  OJd  Fu-lis- 
Histocy,  Tol.  m,  p.  281 ;  LndJow't  Memoiis,  p.  363  ;  \VTut«. 
lack*'*  HoDorioti.  p.  67fl :  Letter  front  Bordeanx  to  Maz&riti.  February 
^fK  l«0.    ftw  Appendix. 
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the  person  ;  I  will  say  no  more.  Let  us  uot  read  a  bUl 
of  this  consideration  till  after  the  fast.  We  never  pulled 
down  but  by  prayer  and  huniiliatioti ;  let  us  not  build 
without  theni/'  A  debate  arose  upon  these  observations, 
but  it  was  of  short  duration  and  moderate  in  tone.  As 
Thiu'loe  proposed,  the  first  reading  of  the  bill  took  place 
immediately.  The  Attorney-General  PrideaiLx  moved 
the  second  reading,  and  the  more  thorough  discussion 
of  the  bill  for  the  next  day.  The  Opposition  modestly 
demanded  that  it  should  be  postponed  for  a  few  days 
longer :  this  was  granted  at  once,  and  the  debate  was 
fixed  for  the  following  Monday,  the  7th  of  February.* 

If  men  were  governed  only  by  their  personal,  material, 
and  ephemeral  interests,  the  members  of  this  Parliament 
would  have  had  little  difficulty  in  coming  to  au  agree- 
ment, and  the  debate  which  was  about  to  commence 
would  have  been  brief,  for  the  Government  whicli  formed 
its  subject  possessed  the  means  of  gratifying  them  all  in 
nny  such  petty  and  selfish  desires.  It  was  a  Government 
sprung  from  the  revolution  which  they  hati  effected,  firmly 
resolved  to  maintain  that  revolution,  and  supported  in  its 
turn  by  a  powerful  and  glorious  army.  This  Government^ 
which  commanded  uuiveraal  obedience  at  borne,  and  was 
recognized  everywhere  abroad,  was  in  its  essential  fea- 
tures conformable  to  their  common  and  practical  ideas; 
the  system  of  "  a  single  person  and  two  Houses  of  Par- 
liament/' the  Constitution  established  by  the  Humble  Pe- 
tition and  Advice,  was  accepted  not  only  by  the  moderate 
men  who  had  no  peculiar  party  views,  but  by  most  of 
the  Hepublicans  who  had  either  become  onlighteneJ  by 

'  Burloii's  Diary,  vo\.  iii.  pp.  26-32. 


TBR  DAWJf    OF   TOR    KESTOBATIOX. 


49 


ctpcffience,  or  had  resignecl  themselves  to  that  which  they 
veir  tumble  to  prevent.  "  If  a  single  person  be  thought 
best,"  declared  Haslerig,  "I  shall  submit  to  the  ma- 
JBtkty."  "Let  us  not  return  to  the  governujent  of  the 
Lovg^  FsHsament/'  Baid  Heniy  Neville;  *'  it  was  an  oli- 
gnchy,  detested  bj  siH  men  that  love  a  commonwealth. 
We  that  are  for  s  commonwealth,  arc  for  a  single 
senate,  and  popular  assembly."  According  to 
Baynes,  "  The  constitution  of  King,  Lords,  and 
can  never  be  suitable  to  this  nation  as  now 
ited.  The  old  Lords  did  stand  in  balance  to  the 
King  by  their  property-  Property  generally  is  now  with 
the  people;  the  goveminent  therefore  most  be  there. 
Hut  there  must  be  &  balance  :  if  you  can  find  a  House 
of  Lords  to  balance  property^  do  it ;  else  let  a  senate  be 
cboaeii  by  the  election  of  the  people  on  the  same  ac- 
ooanL"  "  I  hear  not  one  man  against  a  single  person/' 
mad  Mr,  Reynolds ;  "  against  fke  single  person  there  b 
not  one  exception.  Not  any  other  man  in  this  nation 
roald  pass  so  clearly."  Richard,  in  fact»  waa  regarded 
peraoually  with  no  ill-feeling  or  antipathy.  "  I  confess," 
mad  Haslerig^  "  I  do  love  the  person  of  the  Lord  Pro- 
tadoT;  1  never  saw  nor  heard  either  fraud  or  guile  in 
faini.  1  wish  oidy  continuance  of  wealth,  health,  and 
y  to  lus  &mily.  I  wish  the  greatest  of  honour  and 
wealth  of  any  matt  in  tliis  nation  to  him  and  his  poste- 
rity." "  1  would  not  hazard  a  hair  of  his  present  High- 
nos's  head,"  exclaimed  Scott,  ''  he  is  yet  at  the  door ; 
if  yoa  think  of  a  single  person.  I  would  have  him  sooner 
than  any  roan  alive.'*  "  I  never  saw  the  Lord  Protector 
hut  twice,"  said  Mr.  Erigar,  **  I  never  had  the  legist  fa- 

VOL.  I.  K 
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voor  from  liim,  and  hope  I  shall  never  deserve  his  frown ; 
t)ut  the  sweetuess  of  his  voice  and  language  has  won  my 
hearty  and  I  find  the  people  ft'cU  satisfied  with  his  govern- 
ment.'* His  government  indeed  had  no  design  or  desire 
to  act  tyrannically.  Richard  was  naturally  moderate, 
patient,  and  just ;  and  his  advisers,  like  himself,  were 
animated  by  no  other  ambition  than  to  govern  in  concert 
with  tlic  Parliament,  and  in  conformity  with  the  laws. 
To  all  who  had  not  heartily  devoted  themselves  either  to 
the  old  royal  race  or  to  pure  republican  principles,  no- 
thing apparently  conld  have  been  more  natural  and  easy 
than  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  established  form  of  go- 
vernment, and  to  live  in  harmony,  tranqnillity,  and  safety 
under  the  new  Protector.* 

Bnt  all  the  various  partieis^  and,  in  those  parties,  nearly 
uU  the  important  men  who  had  taken  an  active  part 
either  in  promoting  or  opposing  the  revolution,  enter- 
tained and  earnestly  cherished  principles  and  passions 
which  it  was  not  so  easy  to  satisfy.  They  demanded 
tlioac  moral  satisfactions  which  even  a  mild  and  judicious 
government  can  never  give  to  those  whose  convictions 
and  feelings  are  outraged  by  its  very  existence. 

llie  Republicans  maintained  the  exclusive  sovereignty 
and  omnipotence  of  the  people.  In  their  opinion,  all 
power  ought  to  emanate  from  the  people,  and  to  remain 
under  their  coatrol ;  none  was  legitimate  unless  the  peo- 
ple had  created  it,  and  still  held  it  in  subjection.  And 
the  House  of  Commons^  elected  by  tiie  people,  was  their 
only  representative,  and  was  entitled  to  exercise,  in  their 
name,  the  supreme  government  of  the  coimtry,  either 

>  Burton  *  Biarj-,  toI.  iii.  pp.  104,  105,  US,  124.  134,  147.  148.  211. 
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directly,  by  means  of  its  own  inherent  powers,  or  indi- 
rectly, by  its  declared  supremacy  over  the  depositaries  of 
thow  powers  which  it  was  obliged  to  delegate. 

The  Cromwellianij,  from  exj>erience  and  political  in- 
stinct rather  than  from  any  clearly  understood  and  de- 
inite  principle,  did  not  hold  that  the  pf^ople  were  capable 
of  oooducting  the  entire  government  of  the  country,  or 
fbat  they  were  rightfully  entitled  to  destroy  and  rcconsti- 
tatc  It  at  their  pleasure.  In  their  opinion,  for  the  main- 
of  good  order  in  society,  the  government  required 
eone  self-sabsistent  bases»  which  should  be  recognized  by 
tbe  people,  but  sliould  be  anterior,  and,  in  some  measure, 
foperior  to  their  mutable  will.  In  early  times,  the  Nor- 
Tnao  Conquest,  and  at  a  later  period,  the  hereditary  mon* 
archy  and  the  preponderance  of  the  grc^t  landed  pro- 
prietopn,  had  created,  in  the  government  of  England,  those 
independent  and  lawfully  unchangeable  powers  with 
which  society  could  not  safely  dispen&e.  By  the  progress 
of  evrats,  landed  property  had,  to  some  extent^  changed 
koids ;  in  consequence  of  its  own  errors,  hereditary  mon^ 
■fdiy  had  fallen ;  but  God  had  raised  np  Cromwell,  and 
given  him  the  power  and  the  victory.  The  undoubted 
conqueror  and  master,  Cromwell,  surrounded  by  his  com- 
panions in  arms^  and  treating  wilh  a  Parliament  elected 
by  Ike  people^  had  established,  no  less  for  his  successor 
than  for  himself,  the  Protectoral  government  and  its  con- 
stitution. This  was  that  anterior  and  indej>endent  power, 
ipnmg  from  the  course  of  events  and  not  from  the  will 
of  the  people,  and  which  the  people  could  not  destroy  at 
1lM;ir  pleasure  any  more  than  they  had  created  it.  It  waa 
Ibcir  duty  to  recognize  this  great  fact,  established  on  the 
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ruins  of  the  ancient  niouarchyj  in  the  name  of  an  in- 
vincible necessity,  by  the  genius  of  a  great  and  God-sup- 
ported man ;  it  was  beyond  their  power  to  call  it  in  ques- 
tion. 

These  two  parties,  which  had  both  sprung  from  the 
revolution  and  alone  enjoyed  freedom  under  the  existing 
law,  were  alone  able  openly  to  express  their  views ;  but 
beside  them,  the  royalist  party,  powerful  though  pro- 
scribed, remained  unshaken  in  its  attachment  to  its  own 
principles.  To  sen'e  the  cause  which  it  had  at  hcai-t,  it 
stooped  to  the  most  unnatural  and  deceitful  alliances; 
but  it  stood  fina  to  its  political  faith,  and,  rejecting  alike 
the  republic  erected  by  the  Commons  hi  the  name  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  people,  and  the  monarchy  established 
by  the  regicides  in  the  name  of  necessity,  it  recognized 
no  legitimate  authority  but  that  of  Charles  Stuart,  the 
lawful  heir  to  the  throne,  governing  in  concert  with  the 
two  Houses  of  Pai-liament,  according  to  the  traditional 
laws  of  the  country. 

With  their  principles,  these  parties  also  retained  their 
passions.  The  strong  hand  of  Cromwell  had  kept  them 
in  restraint ;  but  his  sway  had  been  too  short-livetl  to 
exhaust  them.  On  recovering  their  freedom,  and  finding 
themselves  once  more  in  presence  of  each  other,  all  those 
suspicions,  animosities,  and  antipathies  revived,  with 
which  political  or  religious  conflicts  had  filled  their 
hearts ;  and  if  sometimes,  from  patriotism  or  prudence, 
they  strove  to  stifle  these  feelings,  it  more  frequently 
happened  that  they  either  allowed  themselves  to  be  car- 
ried away  by  them,  or  felt  it  their  duty  and  privilege  to 
express  them  as  strongly  as  tliey  felt  them. 
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Animated  by  such  feeliugs,  and  atUcbcd  to  such  op- 
posite priBcipleSr  it  was  impossible  that  these  men  should 
ignse,  or  combine  to  t:stablish  a  government,  however 
great  might  be  their  interest  to  do  so.    The  debate  which 
■rose  on  Thurloe's  proposition  quickly  proved  the  cor- 
tccloess  of  this  wtticipation.     Od  the  day  fixed  for  the 
neoDd  readings  when  the  qu^tioa  was  brought  before 
tlie  House,  DO  one  rose  to  speak  j  all  seemed  too  anxious 
to  be  the  first  to  move  in  a  matter  of  such  import.    Ha- 
ilerig  was  observed  to  shift  restlessly  In  his  seat ;  he  was 
caDed  up,  as  it  was  supposed  that  he  intended  to  speak ; 
but,  tboogh  it  would  not  appear  that  iie  had  any  such 
design,  his  vanity  overcame  his  hesitation.     "  I  wonder 
Dot  at  this  sileace  in  a  business  of  this  weight/'  he 
nid ;    and   after  stating  that   he   had  much   weakne-ss 
upon  him,  he  plunged  at  once,  with  his  wonted  impe- 
tuosity, into  an  harangue  which  lasted  three  hours.     He 
gave  a  rapid  summary  of  the  liistory  of  his  country — 
pttsiog  in  review  the  Xorman  Conquest,  Magna  Chartaj 
the  foundation  of  the  two  Houses  of  Farhament,  the 
deqwtism  of  the  Kings^  that  of  Charles  I.  in  particu- 
lar, his  conflict  nith  the  Long  Farhament,  his  trial  and 
death,  the  procluumtioEi  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  tlie 
expulsion  of  the  Long  Parliament  by  Cromwell.     Here 
be  paused :  "  I  would  have  passed  the  severest  sentence 
upon  those   that   did   this  horrid   business^   that  ever 

pafised  upon  meu,  and  would  have  been  from  my 
the  executioner  of  it.  But  1  forgive  them  now, 
both  the  dead  and  the  living."  Then,  resuaung  his 
suranuuy,  he  continued :  **  Surely  all  the  English  bJood 

not  spilled  in  vain?     Tt  was  a  glorious  work  of 
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our  Saviour  to  die  on  the  cross  for  our  spirituala.  This 
is  as  glorious  a  work  for  our  civile,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
King  and  Lords.  The  right  is  originally^  without  all 
doubt,  in  the  people :  undeniably  and  most  undoubtedly 
it  reverts  to  the  people,  the  power  being  taken  away.  In 
1653,  our  General  looked  on  himself  as  having  all  power 
devolved  upon  himself;  a  huge  mistake  1  The  power  was 
then  in  the  people."  Ilaslerig  next  discussed  Cromwell^a 
government,  the  establishment  of  the  Protectorate,  and 
the  Petition  and  Advice.  **  And  this,"  he  exclaimed, 
"must  be  the  law  and  the  foundation  of  all !  And  these 
must  be  the  fruits,  all  we  must  enjoy,  after  the  spilling 
of  so  much  blood  and  so  much  treasure  I  Pardon  me»  if 
I  thus  make  bare  my  mind  to  you.  This  Parliament  of 
1656  was  a  forced  Parliament,  because  some  of  us  were 
forced  out ;  an  imperfect  Parliament,  a  lame  Parlininent, 
so  much  was  it  dismembered.  We  are  here  the  freest 
and  clearest,  and  most  undoubted  representatives  that 
ever  were  since  the  desolation  of  the  three  Estates,  King, 
Lords,  and  Commons.  .  ,  .  We  can  do  hei'e  whatsoever 
is  for  the  good  of  the  people.  We  have  power  over  their 
purses  and  persons,  can  take  away  whole  laws,  or  part  of 
them,  or  make  new  ones.  But  I  will  tell  you  ^^'hat  we 
cannot  do:  we  cannot  set  up  any  power  equal  to  the 
people,  either  in  one  person,  or  another  House.  God  is 
the  King  of  this  great  island.  God  has  done  this  work. 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons, — it  was  not  in  our  thoughts 
at  first.  Let  us  not  set  up  what  God  has  pulled  down, 
nor  plant  what  God  has  rooted  up,  lest  we  be  said  to 
build  against  God.  ...  I  would  have  us  seriously  ad- 
vise and  consider  what  we  may  do,  as  the  people's  repre- 
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aTC8,  .  .  .  and  wbat  foundatioa  soever  is  built,  let 
it  rise  from  as."  * 

Hai^eng  bad  not  expressed  his  own  opinions  merely; 
the  Republican  leaders,  with  such  variations  as  were 
neeesdsrr  by  Uieir  past  conduct  aud  present 
merely  repeated  or  comnjented  upon  his  argu- 
t:  Soott  spoke  with  eren  more  violence;  Vaue,  with 
moderation  and  intellectual  acuteness ;  Ludlow, 
Id  m  §tft  eno^etic  and  sarcastic  words ;  and  Packer,  with 
the  hiont  frankness  of  one  of  Cromwell^s  old  soldiers,  full 
of  penitence  for  having  been  led  into  error  by  his  General. 
"It  was  impoesible  to  continue  the  King  alive/'  said 
Mr.  Soott ;  "  it  was  resorted  unto  as  the  last  refuge.  .  .  . 
We  did  not  assassinate,  or  do  it  in  a  coruen  We  did  it 
in  the  fiwjc  of  God»  and  of  all  men  •  .  .  I  would  Ijc  con- 
toBt  it  sbouid  be  set  upon  my  monument — if  it  were  my 
last  aet,  I  own  it — I  was  one  of  the  King's  judges/* 
Vane,  oD  the  ooDtrary*  wa»  justly  careful  to  repudiate  all 
pvtictpBtioD  in  that  act,  ''  I  confess/'  he  said,  ''  I  was 
(soeedingly  to  seek,  in  the  cteamess  of  my  judgment,  as 
lo  the  trial  of  the  King.  I  was  for  six  weeks  absent  frum 
nj  seat  here,  out  of  my  tenderness  of  blood.  Yet  all 
power  being  thus  in  the  people  ongiuoUy,  I  myself  was 
afierward  in  the  business.  ...  At  the  dissolution  of 
the  Long  Parliament  you  lost  your  possession^  not  your 
right.  The  chief  magistrate's  place  was  assumed  without 
a  kw.  .  .  .  Now  consider  what  it  is  we  are  upon^ — a 
Protector  in  the  office  of  chief  magistrate.  The  office,  of 
right,  is  in  yooreelvea.    It  is  in  yoiu*  hands,  that  you  nmy 

'  C«fiixiKm»'  JoumaJtf,  rol.  vii-  ]k  (K)I  ;  Old  ParliamvuUry  Ilistory. 
toL  isi.  p.  283  i  Button's  IHary,  rol.  Hi.  pp.  ST-lOo. 
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have  the  honour  of  giving  or  not  giving,  as  best  likis 
you.  .  ,  .  It  is  not  a  sudden  recognition,  a  sudden  ob- 
taining of  the  first  steps  that  will  direct  ns  fairly  into  the 
room,  it  must  be  on  such  an  nnshaken  foundation,  you 
will  maintain  it  against  the  old  line.  If  you  be  minded 
to  resort  to  the  old  governraent,  you  are  not  many  steps 
from  the  old  family.  ...  I  believe  you  apprehend  how 
dangerous  it  is  to  confess  a  title  in  being,  that  is  not  from 
yourselves,  of  your  own  giving ;  for  there  is  no  obligation 
to  acknowledge  obedience  to  a  title  you  do  not  set  up."' 
Neither  the  Royalists,  nor  the  Croniwellians,  nor  the 
moderate  men  who  were  unfettered  by  party  engagements, 
could  endure  such  language  as  this ;  some  were  indig- 
nant at  it,  others  were  offended  and  alarmed.  Though 
eouipelled  to  dissemble  their  real  views,  and  frequently 
to  assume  the  disguise  of  Republicans,  the  Royalists  were 
occasionally  unahle  to  conceal  the  opinions  which  they  so 
strongly  entertained.  *'  "What  the  Long  Parjiament  was," 
said  Colonel  Gorges^  "  for  reasons  of  State,  I  shidl  not 
say.  Nor  would  I  have  any  reflections  on  the  Lord  Pro- 
tector. I  would  have  thera  quietly  to  be  in  their  graves  j 
and  I  hope  they  shall  never  rise  again."  "  I  am  for  the 
constitution  wo  lived  under,"  said  Mr.  Stephens,  "  for 
building  up  tlie  old  fabric,"  But  it  did  not  rest  with  the 
snspectcd  partisans  of  fallen  royalty  effectually  to  combat 
the  doctrines  and  pretensions  of  the  Republican  pally ; 
the  avowed  Cromwcllians,  and  the  new  men,  who  sup- 
jrorted  the  constituted  authorities,  were  far  better  able  to 
undertake  this  conflict,  and  they  did  so  unhesitatingly. 
"  It  is  too  late,"  said  Major  Btake,  "  to  say  that  nil  the 
'  Burlon'B  Diary,  tol.  iii.  pp.  107-113,  171-180,  227, 
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povcr  B  in  this  House :  see  your  Coustitutiou.  Not  but 
that  tnticli  iD  that  Petition  and  Advice  may  admit  debate, 
«o  it  touch  not  the  fimdamentals.  The  Boaz  and  Jochin 
of  SokXDOii^ft  Temple  jou  canDot  alter :  that  is  not  in 
the  people.  It  is  disputable  to  me  that  all  power  is  in 
the  people,"  "  Moses/*  said  an  unknown  member,  "was 
not  dusen  by  the  people :  they  would  hardly  own  hiui, 
n  could  not  be  imagined  to  choose  him.  .  .  .  Did  the 
people  choose  Samuel  or  Saul?  .  .  .  Our  kings  M^cre 
kti^  before  the  Parliament  declared  them  to  be  so.  .  .  . 
All  the  rule  of  bur  being  taken  away,  they  came  to  a  pre- 
teaded  rale  of  nature,  that  ail  govern  meot  was  in  them- 
idves,  and  found  it  out  this  way»  that  all  power  was  in 
tfcc  people.  .  .  .  The  hand  of  Providence  has  §et  up  the 
Protector.  He  was  Protector  before  we  came :  I  would 
bive  it  declared  so,  in  the  present  tense,  that  he  is/' 
**  We  have  owned  him/*  said  Mr.  Storkie,  "in  our  a»- 
tembling,  in  taking  our  oaths  at  the  door.  This  very  act 
has  acknowledged  him  to  be  chief  magistrate/'  "By 
what  authority/*  asked  Mr.  Manley,  "  do  you  sit  here,  if 
JOU  come  in  upon  new  foundations  P  We  are  at  stake, 
at  veil  as  his  Highness."  "  The  single  question  is/'  said 
Mr.  Steward,  "  whether  we  shall  all  do  what  we  have 
iBVcnDy  done?  A  great  weight  is  in  your  oath.  We 
bive  all,  or  the  Diost  of  us,  already  recognized  his  High- 
in  that  capacity."  An  obscure  lawyer,  Mr.  Freeman, 
even  further  than  this  i  "  His  Highness/'  he  said, 
"  might  hare  forced  us  to  do  what  we  ought  to  do ;  he 
night  hare  brought  an  army  to  your  bar."  The  hero  of 
the  civil  war,  tlic  commuiider-in-chiet'  of  the  army  of  the 
Long  Parliament,  Fairfax,  who  had  hitherto  sate  silent  ia 
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the  House,  rose  with  indignation,  and  demanded  that  the 
member  w  ho  bad  spoken  last  should  himself  be  brought 
to  the  bar  for  having  had  the  audacity  to  suggest  the 
eniployment  of  an  array  to  force  the  Parhnment.  The 
ftdvisers  of  the  Protector,  while  strongly  disapproving 
Mr  Preeman's  language,  claimed  for  him  the  right  of 
explanation.  This  was  allowed  ;  but  he  showed  no  signs 
(jf  weakness.  *'  Such  force/'  he  said,  "  bos  been  formerly 
used,  I  would  not  justify  what  is  illegal  I  desire  we 
may  be  governed  by  the  laws.  I  would  have  his  High- 
ness recognized  with  all  the  honours;  and  with  this 
design,  that  Commons  may  not  kick  down  crowns,  nor 
crowns  Commons."' 

For  seven  days  this  debate  continued^  without  making 
any  visible  progress,  though  it  daily  became  more  mono- 
tonous and  uncomproniiaing.  Ilaslerig's  speech  had  oc- 
cupied an  entire  sitting  of  the  House.  "  If  you  go  on  at 
this  rate,"  said  Maynard,  "  to  have  one  speech  a  day,  the 
Dutch  will  give  you  two  thousand  pounds  a  day  to  do  so ;" 
alluding,  no  doubts  to  the  facilities  they  woidd  thus  ob- 
tain in  cariying  on  their  expedition  in  the  Baltic.  At 
length,  on  the  14th  of  FtbmaTy,  after  vai-ious  attempts 
on  the  part  of  the  Republicans  to  delay  the  adoption  of  a 
resolution  which  they  foresaw  woidd  be  adverse  to  their 
views,  the  House  voted,  "That  it  be  part  of  this  bill  to 
recognize  and  declare  his  Highness,  Richard,  Lord  Pro- 
tector and  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  the  dominions  and 
territories  thereunto  belonging."     But  although  the  word 
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**  rDcogoize"  wbb  admitted^  the  word  '*  imdoubted/'  which 
flood  before  "  Lord  Protector"  in  the  original  motion^ 
expunged ;  and  the  House  farther  resolved,  *'  That^ 
this  biO  be  committed,  the  House  do  declare  such 
^^jUtioiial  clauses  to  be  part  of  the  bill,  &£  may  bouud 
^Bto  power  of  tbe  Chief  Magistrate,  and  fully  secure  tlic 
and  pririleges  of  Parliameut,  aiid  the  liberties  and 
of  the  people ;  and  that  ueither  thk^  nor  any  other 
prerkms  vote,  tliat  is  or  shall  be  passed,  in  order  to  thia 
bill,  shall  be  of  force,  or  binding  to  the  people,  until  the 
wfiole  bill  be  passed."' 

Thorloe  alone  voted  against  this  amendment,  which 
w  brought  fonrard  quite  unexpectedly,  and  adopted 
vilboat  any  diacussion.     A  man  of  his  logical  and  judi* 
dons  mind  could  not  admit  that,  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  House  recognized  the  Protector  as  an  indepen- 
dent and  pre-existent  power,  both  in  law  and  iu  fact,  it 
should  hold  that  power  iu  suspense,  and  subject  it  to 
sQch  limits  88  it  might  think  proper  to  assign.^ 
Taken  altogether,  the  vote  was  undoubtedly  a  victory 
b^  ftlie  Protector  and  his  govemmcDt ;  but  it  was  one  of 
P^boBB  rictories  which,  in  Parliaments  no  less  than  in  camps, 

Iooet  tbe  conquerors  far  more  than  they  are  worth,  and 
portend  great  future  reverses.  This  protracted  conflict, 
ending  in  success  so  incomplete,  had  revived  all  tbe  old 
dements  of  discord,  rekindled  all  dormant  passions,  pro- 
duced irremediable  dissensions  among  the  partisans  of 
the  revolution,  and  set  the  Commonwealth  once  more 

■  Coamuiu'  Jounul*,  vol,  rii.  p,  6(^;  OM  PvlumeutAiy  Histofy, 
pp.  283,  S&4;  Bmrton'B  Diatj.  rol  iii.  pp.  117. 256-267 :  Thur- 
■*•  State  P»pCT».  vol.  rn.  p.  «00. 
'  Old  Farlumentary  Hwtoiy.  vol.  cd-  p.  380. 
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at  variance  with  the  Protectorate — while  the  Royalists 
looked  on  with  eager  tranquillity  and  earnest  attention. 
"The  proceed higs  at  Westminster/' wrote  John  Barwick 
to  his  correspondent  Sir  Edward  Hyde,  "  are  so  full  of 
distraction,  that  it  is  probable  they  will  end  in  confusion. 
For  the  one  party  thinks  the  Protectorists  cannot  standi 
and  the  other,  that  the  Couimonwealth  cannot  rise ;  and 
those  that  are  indifiVrent  men,  hope  both  may  be  true ; 
and  then  the  conclusion  will  be  easy  to  foresee  and  fore- 
tell."i 

When  the  second  of  the  ftindamental  questions  on 
which  the  Parliament  had  to  decide— whether  there 
should  be  two  Houses  or  not — was  brought  under  de- 
bate, the  breach  became  stili  wider,  and  the  danger  far 
more  apparent.  The  bill  for  the  recognition  of  the  Pro- 
tector had  been  brought  before  the  Other  House  (which 
Richard  and  his  councillors  persisted  in  designating  the 
House  of  Lords),  at  the  same  time  that  it  was  submitted 
to  tlie  House  of  Commons ;  and  it  had  been  read  for  the 
first  and  second  times  on  the  same  day ;  but  there  the 
Lords  had  stopped  short,  partly  from  timidity,  and  partly 
from  a  dread  of  making  any  show  of  strength  so  long  as 
their  own  existence,  as  a  power  in  the  State,  was  in  ques- 
tion. The  Republicans  were  desirous  of  leaving  them 
as  long  as  possible  in  this  position,  for  it  gave  almost 
sovereign  authority  to  the  Commons,  by  depriving  the 
Protector  of  the  support  which  the  Other  House,  if  defi- 
nitively constituted,  might  have  afforded  him.  Accord- 
ingly, when  this  question  was  brought  forward  for  de- 
bate, Haslcrig  and  Vane  moved  its  adjournment,  and 

^  TIkurloo'fl  Sui«  PAp«r8,  vol,  vii,  p,  615. 
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Uut  the  House  should,  in  the  first  instance, 
WBplfirly  detenuine  the  position  of  the  Protector,  bj 
tMgBai^  limita  to  bis  authority.  Thej  were  partieti^ 
M|^  ugeiit  that  the  House  should  decide  as  to  the 
sd  ol  the  forces  and  the  legislative  veto,  which, 
laid,  were  qQestkms  of  vital  importance  in  deter- 
tbe  duracter  of  the  government.  "  I  know  not," 
aid  Haslerig,  '*  wheth^  Protector  or  King  be  the  greater 
BU ;  I  hope  we  shall  learn  in  the  debate.  There  was  a 
muiiD  in  the  law  that  the  King  could  do  no  wrong.  .  .  , 
Now,  if  that  maxim  in  Uw  be  still  tme,  and  this  Pro- 
tector be  not  greater  than  the  King,  then  I  am  sore  he 
on  luTe  no  negative  voice,  for  bj  that  he  might  be  able 
to  do  much  wrong."  "  1  am  glad  there  is  care  taken  to 
bomd  the  Chief  Magistrate/'  said  Mr.  Trevor ;  "  I  wish 
we  maj  do  it  so  as  be  shall  not  be  able  to  do  any  harm  ; 
but  then  it  will  lie  que^tionabk  whether  he  shall  be  able 
to  do  joa  any  good."  "  Let  us  deal  plainly  with  one 
anoUier/*  said  Mr.  Swinfen  :  "  we  have  not  debated 
vWtfaer  we  will  have  a  Republic  ,  let  tis  plainly  debate 
it,  and  not  be  drawn  off  by  indirect  votes."  Vane  and 
HMlcrig  did  not  hesitate  a  moment.  **  The  sole  legisla- 
tive is  here/'  they  said :  "  you  have  the  sole  power  to 
beid  the  people.  It  is  not  the  question,  whether  you 
will  have  aoother  House;  but  what  power  the  single 
pcnon  shall  have  ?  Therefore  the  question  ought  to  be, 
whether  the  single  person  ought  not  to  be  excluded  from 
the  militift^  and  from  any  power  of  a  negative  voice  tu 
■taking  bws  for  the  good  of  the  people.  We  sit  here 
entrusted  with  preserving  the  rights  of  the  people." 
These  pretensions  were  vigorou£*ly  ft-^j^ailcd.    '*  As  1  shall 
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not  go  so  high  aa  to  vote  n  King/'  said  Sir  John  Lenthall, 
"  so  I  shall  not  go  so  low  as  to  believe  and  acknowledge 
that  all  power  is  in  this  House.  What  extravagances 
tmve  been,  from  supposing  all  power  was  here!"  "To 
say/'  exclaimed  Mr,  Manley,  "we  have  the  whole  power, 
what  is  that  but  a  commonwealth  ?"^ 

This  last  word  sufficed  to  decide  all  waverers.  Hasle- 
rig's  proposition  was  rejt'Cted,  and  the  House  resolved, 
by  two  hundred  and  seventeen  votes  against  eighty-six, 
that,  before  any  other  questions  vrere  discussed,  it  would 
proceed  to  determine  the  constitution  of  the  Parliament 
"  as  to  two  Houses."* 

The  main  question  iu  this  debate — "  Shall  there  be 
two  Houses?" — did  not  seem  to  admit  of  discussion: 
the  Constitutional  Act,  by  wbicli  the  Protectorate  was 
established,  had  decided  it ;  the  second  House  existed ; 
and  the  Republican  leaders  themselves  had  declared  that 
they  considered  a  Senate  to  be  necessary.  But  men,  and 
even  politicians^  are  governed  to  a  greater  extent  than  is 
commonly  admitted,  by  their  personal  and  general  belief; 
and  no  concession,  even  though  originally  made  with  all 
sincerity,  is  allow^ed  to  pass  unquestioned  at  a  future 
time,  if  those  who  made  it  retain  the  power  to  discuss  it. 
In  their  inmost  hearts,  the  Republicans  believed  in  none 
but  an  elective  House,  possessed  of  undivided  and  sove- 
reign authority,  and  wliich  should  entrust  the  executive 
power  to  a  dependent  and  responsible  Council  of  State ; 
this,  in  their  opinion,  was  the  only  natiu'al  and  legitimate 

'  Thiirloe'B  State  Popere.  vol.  Tii.  p.  604;  Conimona'  Jonmab,  toL 
vii.  p.  G05 ;  Old  Parlianieiitaij  History,  vol.  jari.  p.  2'SH>;  Burton's 
Diao'*  ™I-  iii'  PP-  31^-3*5. 

'  Commona'  JoimiiUfl,  voh  rii.  p.  606  ;  Burton's  Diary,  vol.  iii.  p.  345. 
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fem  of  govcnunetit ;  they  were  willing  to  concede  to 
pobfic  pRJtidioeB  the  appcnntuieDt  of  a  singie  person  at 
tkr  bml  of  the  goremineDt,  bat  only  oo  condition  that, 
m  tr^u%M  hia  adectaon  and  the  limits  of  his  power,  he 
■hnniri  be  uid  oonttnue  the  creature  of  the  elective 
Hove.  On  the  question  of  two  Hoa&es»  their  feeling 
w  tke  ame ;  though  their  practical  good  sense  had  ted 
tkea  to  oppose  denugogpes  aod  levellers,  they  were^  in 
inndple,  as  muuistocratic  as  anti-monarchical^  and  an- 
otlKT  House,  possessing  independence  and  strength,  was 
m  haCcfol  to  ibem  as  sb  hereditary  king.  They  called 
CmmweO's  House  of  Lords  in  question,  as  fearlessly  as 
they  bad  done  the  Protector.  It  was  proposed  to  vote 
that  "  the  Parliament  was  composed  of  two  Houses ;" 
Ymm  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that  "  the  Parliament 
AaO  be  composed  of  two  Houses/'  The  House  rejected 
Vane's  amendment,  and  voted,  in  conformity  with  the 
acigiDal  modoD,  "  That  it  shall  be  part  of  this  bill  to  de- 
clare the  Parhament  to  consist  of  two  Houses  "  but, 
with  that  weakness  which  timid  and  irresolute  assem- 
blies ouBtake  for  impartiality,  it  immediately  resolved 
"to  take  into  consideration  the  bounds  and  powers  of 
mother  Uouse,  in  relation  to  the  former  vote/'  This 
meaij  ro-opeoed  the  debate  at  the  very  moment  that  it 
to  have  been  brought  to  a  close ;  all  the  oppo* 
members  eagerly  seixed  the  opportunity ;  the  con- 
of  the  other  House  was  discussed  just  as  though 
I  did  not  exidt,  and  regulations  were  suggested  for  its 
stioo^  Et3  functions,  and  its  relations  with  the  House 
rf  Commons  and  Ihe  Protector.  Some  demanded  that 
il  should  be  elected  by  the  people,  and  that  its  members 
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should  hold  office  only  for  life ;  others  proposed  that  the 
House  of  Commons  and  the  Protector  should  nominate 
candidates^  from  among  whom  t!ie  members  should  be 
elected.  But  though  various  methods  were  suggested 
for  the  election  of  the  House,  nearly  all  combined  in 
sternly  refusing  it  an  hereditary  character.  Its  powers 
were  no  less  vigorously  debated  than  the  mode  of  its  ap- 
pointment :  its  right  to  reject  laws  adopted  by  the  Com- 
mons was  particularly  contested,  for,  it  was  said,  this 
would  indirectly  give  the  legislative  veto  to  the  Pro- 
tector, with  whom  the  appointment  of  the  other  House 
then  rested.  In  fine,  all  the  efforts  of  the  Republicans 
tended  to  this  end, — that  the  second  House  should  be 
elective,  and  completely  subordinate  to  the  House  of 
Commons ;  and  Cromwell's  House  of  Lords,  which  the 
Petition  and  Advice  had  instituted,  and  which,  at  that 
very  hour,  was  sitting  at  Westminster,  was  destroyed 
piecemeal  in  this  debate.  The  CroniwcUiana,  in  some 
disquietude,  attempted  to  arrest  the  work  of  destruction. 
"  We  have  not  commission  from  those  that  sent  us  here," 
sflid  Mr.  Drake,  "  to  meddle  with  the  Constitution.  It 
has  pleased  God  to  reduce  the  Constitution  of  the  nation 
to  a  single  person  and  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  as 
it  was  before.  It  is  our  honour  to  look  forward,  and 
not  to  go  back,  that  we  may  be  builders,  and  not  de- 
stroyers." '*  Por  the  authority  of  the  Petition  and  Ad- 
vice," said  Mr.  Starkey,  '*  I  will  say  nothing.  I  look 
upon  it  as  the  ark  that  has  preserved  us  in  the  deluge  of 
anarchy  and  confusion,  .  ,  .  I  find  another  House  em- 
barked with  yon  in  this  ai'k.  ...  I  know  not  which  is 
the  elder  brother.    .   .   .    We  all  claim  from  one  common 
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we  ire  twins ;  why  should  we  strive,  therefore, 
bdii^  breihreii  ?  Let  us  not  struggle  in  the  womb  to 
destroy  one  another.'^  But  these  i^peals  to  modeniion, 
I^BR  rasognitions  of  the  Protectoral  Constitution,  only 
nade  the  storm  more  violent.  "The  Petition  and  Ad- 
TOD  waj  be  alteied  hy  jou^  if  jou  find  incoaveuienees 
in  it,"  sad  Haderig ;  "  if  there  be  such  a  power  set  up 
as  we  omoot  touch,  let  us  pull  off  our  hats  to  them," 
"As  for  this  Petition  and  Advice,"  cried  ^Ir.  Hobart, 
**  if  Pope  Alexander,  Csesar  Borgia,  and  Machiavel  should 
all  eoUBUit  together,  thej  could  not  lay  a  foundation  for 
a  man  abtolnte  tjranny/'' 

This  immoderate  and  imprudent  violeDce;  the  secret 
bboors  of  the  Royalists^  and  the  natural  instinct  and  iui- 
poke  €i  the  coontry,  soon  introduced  into  the  debate  an 
doutnt  which  neither  the  RepubUcans  nor  the  Cromwel- 
ini  had  anticipated ;  praises  and  regrets  were  openly 
bcilDwed  on  the  old  House  of  Peers,  the  ancient  barons 
of  the  realm,  the  aristocratic  element  in  the  old  national 
fliMlitititlian.  "  The  barons  anciently  were  the  great 
bahrariu  and  defence  of  the  liberties  of  the  nation/' 
•ttd  Mr.  FoweD ;  "  how  oft  did  they  fight  for  Magna 
ClMTta  *  how  o^n  engaged  against  the  King  for  the 
PatiiafDent !"  "  I  am  glad,''  said  Mr.  liiggins,  "  to  see 
that  we  may  plead  for  our  ancient  constitution.  The 
House  of  Lords  was  set  up  ages  before  ever  a  House  of 
Commons  was."  "  Though  God  in  his  providence,"  said 
M^or  Beake,  "haUi  taken  away  the  nobility,  yet  what 


Joanalt,  toL  «ii.  pp.  60^-608^  Old  Puiiuiiaituy  Hu- 
pp. W>-^89 ;  BviUm's  Dunr.  rol  iii.  pp.  U&,  &10,  MS, 


66 


HICHARD    CROMWELL   AND 


God  dotli  providentially,  He  not  always  approves.  .  .  . 
No  good  Cliristian  can  argue  from  events.  Because 
Constantinople  is  taken  from  the  Christians,  must  tlicy 
not  endeavour  to  recover  it  ?  .  .  .  Five  hundred  for  one 
upon  the  poll  would  be  for  a  House  of  Lords.  .  .  *  Wc 
have  been  trembliug  ever  since  they  were  taken  away." 
Nor  did  members  remain  satisfied  with  indulging  iu 
these  recollections 'and  regrets ;  practical  results  were  at 
once  pointed  at.  "  The  old  Lords  have  still  a  right," 
said  Mr,  Drake  j  "  it  doth  but  sleep,  and  will  at  one 
time  or  another  awake  upon  us/*  "  I  was  always  against 
taking  away  the  House  of  Peers,"  said  Mr.  Stephens; 
"  the  Act  hy  which  it  was  taken  away  was  made  by  a 
kind  of  siu^risal."  *'  To  come  to  our  own  times/*  said 
Mi\  Terrill,  "  which  we  are  too  apt  to  forget,  when  Par- 
liaments were  grown  contemptible,  and  no  niau  durst, 
under  less  than  a  capital  offence,  mention  a  Parliament, 
we  had  then  Lords — some  twelve  at  least  yet  living — 
that  took  courage  to  move  the  King  to  call  one,  even 
whilst  the  King  was  in  the  midst  of  an  army.  They 
went,  witli  a  paper  in  one  hand  and  their  lives  in  the 
other,  to  soUcit  the  King  to  call  a  Parliament/*  *^  I  hope 
I  shall  offer  what  has  not  been  said,"  said  Sir  Richai^d 
Temple.  *'  There  is  a  right,  undoubtedly,  before  you, — 
the  right  of  the  old  Peers.  My  motion  is,  that  you  will 
repeal  that  Act  which  takes  away  the  old  Peers,  and  join 
with  the  Protector  in  callmg  them  together  again.  This 
may  be  done  by  way  of  address  to  his  Highness.  They 
are  worthy  persons  upon  the  same  account  that  you  are ; 
and  they  have  estates  to  support  them/** 

I  BuTlon'B  Diary,  vol  Hi.  pp.  35S.  3SI,  362.  U9,  357.  515;  vol.  ir. 
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indignation  by 
many  of  the  old  members  of  the  Long  Parliament  and  of 
C^orawell'B  M  soldiers.  "  If  the  kw  was  not  good 
which  took  »way  the  Lords/'  exclaimed  ^lajor-General 
Kda^,  "  then  the  law  which  took  away  the  King  is  not 
good.  It  will  then  as  natDrally  follow  that  Charles  Stuart 
isai  rightftil  King  at  this  day,  as  the  Lord»  are  rightful 
Lofds."  "  If  the  old  Lords  be  not  taken  away,"  said 
Mr.  Scott,  "  then  1  have  no  right  to  sit  here,  by  the  writ 
lint  person  tliat  summoned  me/'  "  I  hear  no  maa 
directly  for  Charles  Stuart/'  said  the  Attorney- 
GeoCTBl  Fridcsux ;  "  but  it  is  bU  one  to  me  if  that  be  at 
^  bottom  of  it  If  you  bring  in  one^  I  know  who  wiH 
in  the  other/'* 
Rsl  kodcrs  of  the  Republican  and  CromwcUian 
were  more  reserved  in  their  demeanour,  and 
wilched  io  flOeoce  this  explodon  of  aristocratic  reaction, 
ttch  hoping  to  be  able  to  torn  it  to  advantage  against 
\m  advcEisarifis.  The  Hepnblicans  flattered  themselves 
Ikal  Cromwell's  House  of  Lords  would  be  ruined  in 
pablic  estimation  by  this  comparison  with  the  ancient 
Wau,  and  that  it  would  then  be  easy  for  them  either 
to  get  rid  of  it  altCKether*  or  to  recast  it  at  their  plea- 
sore.  The  Protector  and  his  advisers,  on  the  contrary, 
hoped  they  would  be  able  to  strengthen  their  new-made 
■irtocrwcy  bj  allying  it  with  the  ancient  nobUity,  and, 
of  opposing  the  restoration  of  the  old  Ilotise  of 
,  they  showed  every  disposition  to  promote  it.  "  The 
old  Peers  are  not  excluded  by  the  Petition  and  Advioc/* 
BvjtOQ't  ViMTj,  ¥ot  iii.  pp.  107,  5^ :  vcA.  it.  p.  3-1 

p  '2 


C8 


KICHABD    CROMWELL    AND 


said  Thiirloe;  *'  divers  are  called,  others  may  be."  This 
possibility  was  at  once  converted  into  a  formal  proposi- 
tion, and  the  Cromwellians  called  on  the  House  to  de- 
clare, on  the  one  hand,  that  it  woivld  "transact  with  the 
persons  now  sitting  in  the  Other  House,  as  a  House  of 
Piirhament  j"  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  it  was  not 
"  hereby  intended  to  exclude  such  Peers  as  have  been 
faithful  to  the  Parhament,  from  their  privilege  of  being 
duly  summoned  to  be  members  of  that  House/' ^ 

When  they  found  the  question  thus  plainly  stated,  the 
anger  of  the  Republicans  knew  no  bounds  j  this  double 
vote,  if  adopted,  Avould  be  to  them  a  double  defeat,  for 
it  would  at  once  sanction  the  authority  of  their  recent 
foes,  and  legalize  the  return  of  their  ancient  enemies. 
Their  passion  found  utterance  in  violent  personal  attacks 
on  the  men  of  whom  Cromwell  had  composed  bis  House 
of  Lords.  "This  new  House,'*  they  said,  "consists  of 
swordsmen,  colonels,  and  eomraandera  of  armies :  the 
persons  are  all  either  military,  or  in  civil  judicature.  It 
is  not  fit  for  those  that  receive  pubhc  moneys  to  have  a 
legislature  with  us.  You  give  them  salaries  to  be  your 
balance.  What  good  will  such  a  Peerage  do  you,  that 
must  borrow  twelvepcnce  to  buy  a  blue  ribbon  to  dis- 
tinguish their  honour  ?  You  will  set  up  the  pictiu-e,  the 
representation,  the  shadow,  of  a  House  of  Lords,  An 
ape  is  the  most  ridiculous  creature  in  the  world,  because 
it  is  like  a  man  and  is  not  a  man."  "  Tliose  feints  which 
come  nearest  the  shape  of  man  are  most  ugly  and  dan* 
gerous,"  said  Mr.  Himgerford ;  "  and   men  that  have 

'  Commoni'  Joumnlfl,  vol.  vii.  pp.  60o^l'2  j  Burton's  Diary*  roL  iii. 
pp.  509-59-1;  vol.  iv.  pp,  1-80. 
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the  privileges  of  this  House,  that  have  beea 
gidl^  Ckf  BO  high  a  crime  against  the  House,  are  not  only 
radr  to  justify  what  they  have  done^  but  to  do  the  like 
Wf/m/'  "  I  move  you  would  not  transact  with  them," 
Ludlow ;  "  they  have  been  guilty  of  all  the  breachen 
the  tibeities  of  the  people."  "  They  are  your  ser- 
rwKiAMj*  exclaimed  Scott,  **  and  it  is  improper  to  make 
them  year  masters."  Hasleiig,  aa  usual,  was  more  vehe- 
aieot  in  his  language  than  any  of  the  reat.  "  CoDsidtrr 
tke  penoDS,  what  they  are/'  he  &aid  :  "  they  have  taken 
■«r«y  yoor  purse  with  them,  to  maintain  their  forces ; 
they  took  tonnage  and  poundage  for  ever;  they  have 
Kttfed  £1.300,000  a  year  on  the  Protector.  The  King 
httd  not,  by  tonnage  and  poundage,  and  all  that  he  had> 
above  £600,000 :  if  he  had  had  £1,300,000,  he  had  had 
■o  need  of  money  to  feed  his  hungry  flies  the  courtiers. 
.  .  .  Did  ever  the  great  Lords  treat  you  so,  when  they 
irent  hence?  .  .  .  From  my  soul,  I  honour  the  old 
Lords  t  and  I  had  rather,  with  all  my  soul,  those  noble 
Lotds  were  in,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  than  those 
pCTfCTW  that  have  two  swords,  tw^o  strings  to  their  bows^ 
— penoma  that  have  torn  Parliaments  out,  and  pulled 
yoor  Speaker  out  of  the  chair.  .  .  .  This  bill  m  a  plain 
cutting  our  parses,  and  next  cutting  our  throats.  If  it 
likoald  pass,  we  shall  next  vote  canvas  breeches  and 
trooden  shoes  for  the  &ee  people  of  England.  .  *  .  Oh, 
what  would  1  give  to  be  reduced  to  what  we  were  be- 
ton  \  Wc  are  in  a  worse  condition  than  if  our  enemies 
had  prevailed.  Never  was  such  a  sad  condition,  as  to 
have  fought  ourselves  into  this  sad  slavery!"' 

'  Burt<^'«  Diixj,  toL  iv.  pp.  10-278. 
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To  tbe^  funoos  stacks  Uk  Cromweliias  could  make 
bat  ooe  miswa^ :  the  aorices  whidi  the  officers  who  were 
mwiibera  of  tlie  ntw  Home  of  Lord^  had  reiKkied  to  the 
good  old  aoK,  cod  the  datiger  lest  disseBaons  should 
btii^  tboat  the  restontiati  of  Chiries  Stnait.  These 
aigaments  were  brought  fbrwvd  on  eveiT  opportunity. 
"  Is  it  a  cnme^"  they  saked,  *'  to  be  a  man  of  thi^  anuy  ? 
If  anything  make  the  new  Lords  cafnble,  it  ia  being 
soldiers:  that  is  the  greatest  tnal  of  &hh&Jiiess:  they 
have  gone  through  wict  and  dry,  hot  and  odd,  fire  and 
waia-. — They  are  the  best  officers  of  the  best  army  in 
the  world.  Their  swords  are  made  of  what  Hercnics' 
club  was  made  o£-^It  is  objected  that  they  are  mean 
persons  t  an  honest  cobbler  among  tbem  is  better  than  a 
hundred  old  Lords. — By  the  same  bauds  that  you  pnll 
down  this  House,  you  pull  down  the  single  person.  He 
that  was  lost  coold  well  sit  in  the  saddle,  in  all  changes ; 
1  doubt  whether  it  wiU  be  so  now."  But  these  argu- 
ments produced  very  little  effect :  the  success  and  tyranny 
of  the  major-generals  had  more  than  outweighed  their 
former  services ;  and  among  those  who  were  threatened 
with  the  restoration  of  Charles  Stuart,  there  were  many 
who  rather  desired  than  dreaded  his  return.  The  repub- 
lican leaders  were  moreover  more  cloqvient  speakers  and 
more  practised  parliamentary  tacticians  than  their  oppo- 
nents ;  they  gained  ground  by  the  protraction  of  the  de- 
bate, and  though  beaten  in  divisions,  it  was  often  by  a 
iiiajority  of  only  a  few  votes.  At  once  irritated  by  their 
reiR'ated  defeats  and  emboldened  by  their  continued  pro- 
greHb,  they  resolved  at  length  to  attempt  the  grent  scheme 
which  thuv  !ind  Imd  in  contemplation,  without  daring  in 
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^^pu  it  forward,  ever  since  the  opening  of  tbe  session : 
ihty  attacked,  as  radically  illegat  and  absolutely  void, 
the  tleuUuuB  of  tbe  si^Ety  Scotch  and  Irish  members* 
natitfy  aD  of  them  Cromwellians,  who  &!it  in  the  House. 
AfiOordtDg  to  the  Repubhcaus,  they  had  no  right  to  enter 
it«  preciticts^  for  they  had  been  sxjnimoned  by  no  law, 
•nd  tbe  mode  of  their  election  had  been  regulated  by  no 
rtatate;  thej  had  been  brought  thither  by  an  arbitrary 
md  iDegal  excmsc  of  power,  nnd  an  English  Parliament 
oovld  oaiUter  admit  them  among  its  ranks,  nor  pi'rmit 
tbem  to  make  kws  for  England.  International  liouour 
and  public  Law  alike  repudiated  these  rcpubhcan  prcten- 
■ooa.  Scotland  and  Ireland  had  been  incorporated  with 
England,  and  wtpe  entitled  to  have  representatives  in  the 
PiriiaiiicDt  which  governed  the  three  countries,  now  united 
m  a  MDf^  State ;  the  right  was  secured  U)  them  by  so. 
knis  promiflefl ;  and  even  if  their  actual  representatives 
had  been  elected  by  arbitrary  methods  and  under  go- 
TenuneDt  influence,  they  had  sat  unqnestioned  in  the 
House  for  six  weeks  and  had  taken  part  in  all  it3  de- 
bates ;  so  that  they  had  e^piitablc  claims  and  posse^isory 
lig^ita  on  their  side,  against  which  legal  subtleties  and 
fuxtf  passions  could  never  prevail  The  attempt  made 
by  the  Republicans  for  exceeded  their  strength  ;  for  suc- 
oesv  on  their  part  wonld  have  been  too  overwhelming,  for 
the  House,  which  was  opposed  to  n  republic,  to  consent 
to  give  it  them.  Ait«r  eleven  days  of  confused  and  furi- 
OQS  debate,  they  suffered  a  complete  defeat.  The  House 
decided  that  the  Scotch  and  Irish  members  should  con- 
tbiie  to  sit  and  vote  until  the  dissolution  of  that  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  five  days  aflcrMards,  on  the  2bth  of  March, 
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1 659,  the  question  of  the  existence  of  two  Houses,  i^hkh 
had  occupied  twenty-three  sittings  in  its  discussion,  also 
received  its  final  solution.  The  Comrnous  resolved,  by 
a  hundred  and  ninety-eight  votes  against  a  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  "  That  this  House  will  transact  with  the  per- 
sons now  sitting  in  the  Other  House,  as  a  House  of  Par- 
liament, during  this  present  Parliament ;  and  that  it  is 
not  hereby  intended  to  exclude  such  Peers  as  have  been 
faithful  to  the  ParUament,  from  their  privilege  of  being 
duly  summoned  to  serve  as  members  of  that  House.*'' 

This  was  a  great  victory  on  the  side  of  Richard  and 
his  advisers;  the  perilous  defile  had  been  traversed  with 
success.  In  a  House  of  Commons  elected  by  the  free 
suffrages  of  the  people,  after  an  nnfettered  and  solemn 
debate,  the  Protcctortd  Government  Imd  been  recognized 
in  its  two  most  essential  and  most  disputed  features — ■ 
the  Protector  and  the  House  of  Lords,  The  succession 
was  allowed  to  belong  to  the  son  of  Cromwell,  and  aris- 
tocratic privilege  was  conferred  on  his  comrades  in  war 
and  policy;  the  revolution  now  had  its  king  and  its 
barons.  In  spite  of  the  dangers  which  still  impended 
over  the  Government,  and  notwithstanding  the  modest 
demean  oiu"  of  Richard  and  the  prudence  of  Tluirloe,  the 
bearing  of  the  victors  was  not  unmarked  by  indications 
of  haughty  joy.  Their  royahst  and  republican  opponents, 
on  the  other  hand,  were  sad  and  despondent.  The  Re- 
publicans had  endeavoured  to  come  to  some  agreement 
with  the  disaffected  portion  of  the  army,  and  to  make 

'  CommonB*  Joumale,  vol.  vii,  p,  621 ;  03d  Pjirlifljuentaiy  History, 
vol.  sxi.  pp.  267-20fl ;  BurtoD'a  Diary,  vol.  iv.  pp,  1-2&4 ;  Letters  from 
Bordeaux  to  Muzarin,  March  &-13,  1G5@.     See  AppBtrDtx. 
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tkmr  witMk.  in  concert  witb  tbem,     Lambert,  who  was  a 
■mb^  of  both  the  Hoase  of  Commotis  and  the  CoonciJ  of 
OSeer%  bad  been  their  ageot  in  carryiDg  od  this  intrigue  i 
wad  it  bad  been  agreed  that  the  of&cers  should  present  a 
fdHtioa   to   the   IIou^,  setting  forth  their  grievanoes 
■pMit  tbe  govemtnent  of  the  Protector.     But  Richard, 
oe  reoerntig  information  of  this  project,  proceeded  in  per- 
«m  to  tbe  house  of  Fleetwood,  where  the  disafiectcrd  offi- 
coa  we«  aasembled,  and,  with  unexpected  firmness,  de- 
clared to  tbem  that  he  would  not  suffer  such  intrigues  to 
be  omed  on  to  the  ruin  of  their  common  cause ;  and, 
that  if  tbej  persisted  in  their  purpose,  he  would  have  re- 
come  to  strcmger  measures  against  them,  as  he  was  sure 
of  the  support  of  the  greater  part  of  the  anuj  and  of  the 
wajuiU)  in  the  House  of  Commons.     Intimidated  or  won 
bf  the  boldness  of  his  behavioar,  the  otficers  abandoned 
their  design  ;  the  petition  was  not  presented ;  and  Fleet- 
wood and  Desborougb  expressed  themselves  folly  satia* 
fed,  and  renewed  their  pledges  of  fidelity  to  tbe  Pro- 
tector.    Nor  did  the  hostile  efforts  of  the  Royalists  meet 
witb  better  aitccess  than  those  of  the  Republicans ;  in  the 
House,  notwithstanding  their  willingness  to  act  in  con- 
ceit with  tbe  leaders  of  both  parties,  opposite  interests 
md  inveterate  passions  proved  too  strong  for  them ;  se- 
veral Cftvaliera,  on  that  ground  alone,  had  been  indig- 
MBitlj  denounced,  declared  ineligible^  and  expelled  from 
thdr  aeatSj  and  not  one  of  their  secret  republican  iriends 
had  ventured  to  raise  liis  voice  in  their  behalf     And  out- 
side the  hotise,  various  overtures  of  alllancej  made  by  the 
to  the  agents  of  Charles  II^>  had  led  to  nothing 
useless  conversations  and    futile  correspondence. 
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After  the  two  votes,  in  reference  to  the  recognition  of  tlio 
new  Protector  ami  the  relative  position  of  the  two  Houses, 
it  was  cleafj  that  if  the  Government  were  feeble  and  dis- 
united, the  opposition  parties  were  still  more  so  ;  and  tliat 
too  premature  hopes  had  been  eiitertflined  of  setting  the 
Protector  at  variance,  either  with  the  army  or  with  the 
Parliaraent' 

But  would  it  not  be  possible  to  excite  a  deadly  enmity 
between  the  Parliament  and  the  army,  and  to  compel  llie 
Protector,  at  all  risks,  to  choose  between  them  ?  This 
prospect  and  pui*pose  animated  the  Opposition  with 
fresh  hope,  and  they  renewed  their  efforts  with  increased 
ai'dour. 

Towards  midnight  on  the  7  th  of  March,  while  the 
House  was  stiU  engaged  in  discussing  whether  it  would 
transact  with  the  new  House  of  Lords,  a  somewhat  ob- 
scure member,  Mr.  Knightley,  rose  to  go  home ;  but  in  a 
few  moments  he  returned  to  his  place  in  the  House,  in 
great  wrath  and  consternation,  and  on  being  asked  the 
cause,  he  said,  "  I  was  going  home  with  the  leave  of  the 
House,  and  one  met  mc  and  said,  '  If  this  vote  pass  in  the 
negative,  you  shall  be  dissolved  tomorrow/  I  was  going 
through  Scotland  Yard  and  the  soldiers  stayed  me  ;  I  told 
them  I  was  a  Parliament  man,  and  I  perceive  they  look 
already  with  a  strange  face  upon  us.  The  officer  expostu- 
lated the  business  with  mc  ;  his  name  was  one  Shafto.  I 
argued  with  them  uiy  privilege,  and  they  were  very  earnest 

'  Glarpudou'fl  Stat*  Papera,  Tol.  iii,  |>p.  -UiG.  .130-132,  ■HO-442.  440 
TLurloe's  State  Papers.  toI.  tu.  p.  647  :  Ludlow's  Momoira.  p.  370 
WliiteliM'Ttt''ft  Memoriaifl.  p,  (J7B;  Commons'  Journais,  vol.  vii.  ji.  C*\2 
Uurlflu's  IHnry.  vuL  iii,  pp.  2^i:i-252  i  I/i'tkTw  frimi  BordouiLs  to  M« 
iurin.  J-Vb.  ^-"27.  165;>.     Sw  Appkndu, 
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:  EoMomtMe,  that  I  was  a  Parliament  man,  made  tbeiu 
it  the  iQOi*/'     Tbe  House,  in  considerable 
cxdfeeneatf  adjouroed  i  and  oDe  of  its  Diost  royalist  mem- 

Mr.  Mordaiint,  in  writing  an  account  of  this  iuct- 
iio  Hjde  00  the  following  day,  added :  '*  I  am  in  ho}>e3 
tUi  aAenuxNi  a  modon  will  be  made  to  adjourn  till  next 
veek.  and  remove  tbe  session  to  some  boJl  in  the  City. 
where  they  may  be  secured  from  future  insolencics.  I 
hne  blown  np  Mr.  Knightley  all  I  can,  and  he  is  natu- 
nOy  choleric,  so  tbnt  I  am  sure  snch  things  may  provu 
weD,  and  tbe  trying  them  cannot  prejudice  us."  * 

A  few  days  later  Hyde  thus  wrote  from  Breda  to  Mor- 
daunt  and  another  of  his  tru«ty  correspondents  :  "  It  ia 
not  possible  for  tbe  King  to  give  his  friends  advice  how 
to  Cttty  themselves  in  the  ParliauKUt,  other  than  in 
tenns ;  they  tbemselvca  being  the  best  judges 

the  pbce,  how  to  conciu"  with  this  party  today  and 
that  tomorrow,  which  may  most  contribute  to  the  confa- 
aon,  and  may  still  support  that  party  which  is  weakest. 
It  is  strange  they  have  uot  in  all  this  time  fallen  upon 
Tburloe  and  those  other  persons  who  advanced  Crom- 
vell's  tjrranny.  .  .  ,  Methinks  the  most  popular  way  of 
provoking  Cromwell  «bould  be  by  a  sharii  prosecution  of 
ihme  criminal  persons  whom  he  must  protect.  .  .  .  There 
is  one  other  thing  our  friends  will  not  fail  to  watch, 
which  ia,  to  do  all  that  may  be  to  make  a  war  with  Hol- 
land, in  which  the  honour  and  trade  of  the  nation  is  so 
much  concerDcd."^ 


*  BvrtOB'a  Diuy,  vol.  if,  p.  7S  \  ClArcndtm'e  SUU*  Pupen.  ti^.  iii. 
'  Chnnd0D*«  Bute  Paiicn,  roL  iii.  pp.  43^,  ijt'>- 
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TWt  vfckk  Mr.  KbIi^^  ^d  fiMMCB,  ame  to  ] 
tke  eooEse  whatk  Hjdc;  firoB  \m  kmapk  exile,  had  re- 
*»— ■— iUil  tbe  Eia^s  fin^  to  paone^  was  adopted  as 
Hhm  ftadica  o£  Ike  entire  OppoaboA,  Rpabfieaai  as  well  m 
iDyafi^     Tfe  "^"****'*  betveoi  tKe  Fariuunent  and  the 
anaj  ^*m»*  Ac  ■lijal^ag  |Hhbob  of  both  parties^  and 
the  centre  aroimd  wkkh  all  oCb^  dirttm&Unces  were      I 
made  to  revohe.     Aaong  the  Boyabste,  politics  and  ani- 
moBztiea  combined  ;  among  the  Repabbcaus,  intense  ha- 
tred stifled  aU  pc^tical  consid^atknis :  both  bttmed  with  ^ 
an  eqTkal  desire  to  destror  a  detested  govemntent,  and  to  H 
wieak  their  rengeanoe  on  the  servants  of  Cromwell  and 
his  tjrannj.     The  perils  in  which  Richard  and  his  ad- 
viwfs  would  be  therebr  involved,  were  regarded  by  the 
Royalists  as  so  many  victories ;  and  tbe  Republicans  for- 
got their  own  dangers  in  the  sotislaction  of  punishing  and      , 
ruining  their  enemies^  ^H 

At  the  very  opening  of  the  PArliament,  they  had  fixed 
upon  the  two  questions  which  would  furnish  the  easiest 
and  most  effectual  means  of  displaying  their  retrospective 
hostility.  On  the  3rd  of  February,  on  the  motion  of 
Haslerig,  the  House  decided  that  all  facts  and  documents 
ia  relatiou  to  the  condition  of  tbe  army  and  navy,  and  to 
the  public  revenue  and  eipendtture,  should  be  communi- 
cated to  committees,  which  should  report  thereon  to  the 
House ;  and  on  the  17th  of  February,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Scott  and  Vane,  it  was  resolved  that»  on  the  following 
Monday,  the  House  would  take  into  consideration  the^| 
state  of  the  affairs  of  the  Comnionwcahh  in  the  Baltic, 
and  of  its  relations  with  the  Kings  of  Sweden  and  l)en-| 
^k.     Tbus  the  tbreign  ])olicy  and  the  financial 
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of  Cromwell  were  alike  to  be  subjected  to  the 
ordeal  of  a  eofemn  debate.' 

In  regard  to  foi^igD  affairs,  Kichard  bad  bitberto  re- 
i,  and  intended  to  remain,  faithful  to  the  policy 
Ittd  been  pursued  by  bis  father.  To  live  hi  peace 
wkh  the  Protestant  States  of  Europe^  and  to  maintain 
peaoe  among  them,  by  protecting  those  that  were  weak 
and  mediaiting  among  those  that  were  at  varianw; ;  to 
famriiif  diviaioDS  and  war  between  the  two  great  Catholic 
pcnms,  France  and  Spain,  whose  union  would  have  im- 
penllcd  not  onJy  Protestantism  but  England  itself ;  such 
woe  the  esfiential  characteristics  of  that  pohcy  which 
GnxQweU  bad  conceived  and  practised  in  spite  of  the  re- 
Mtance  of  the  prejudices^  no  less  than  with  the  support 
of  the  pa98ion»,  of  his  country.  The  peace  which  he  con- 
cluded with  the  United  Provinces,  in  1654,  had  earned 
him  the  bitterest  and  most  violent  reproaches  from  those 
chimerical  repubhcans  who  still  dreamed  of  the  incor- 
poration of  the  two  commonwealths ;  the  rupture  with 
Spain  etitailed  considerable  loss  and  suffering  on  English 
aMnmeroe ;  the  alliance  with  France  shocked  inveterate 
ptqadioes,  and  awakened  ineradicable  suspicions  even 
anioi^  a  great  nnmber  of  the  Protector's  own  partisans. 
Without  ^together  disregarding  these  obstacles,  Crom- 
weD  did  not  allow  them  to  stop  him,  for  be  was  one  of 
those  who  are  aware  that  even  the  liest  policy  has  its  im- 
perfections, and  who  do  not  hesitate  to  accept  the  bur- 
dens which  their  own  plans  impose  on  them.  And  not 
only  was  Cromwctl's  foreign  poHcy  successful ;  not  only 

I  Co^nocM' Joonula.  toL  vii.  p[s  509,  iiOS  ;  Bwrhm's  Diaiy,  vol.  UL 
fp.  (5-«5.  313-3l«. 
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did  it  gain  for  England  a  great  increase  of  power  in 
Europe,  and  win  for  himself  security  and  renown ;  but 
it  had  approved  itself  so  thorougldy  to  bis  advisers,  and 
taken  such  deep  root  in  their  minds,  that  when  their 
master  was  dead,  in  spite  of  the  clamour  of  his  enemies, 
they  persevered  resolutely  and  uniformly  in  the  course 
which  he  had  pointed  out.  The  complications  which 
arose  in  the  North  of  Eiu-ope,  in  consequence  of  the  war 
between  Denmark  and  Sweden,  did  not  lead  them  to 
abandon  it ;  their  oidy  effort,  in  tliat  quainter,  was  to  con- 
tinue  at  peace  with  Holland,  while  acting  as  armed  me- 
diators between  the  Protestant  States  that  were  engaged 
in  the  quarrel.  In  the  South  of  Europe,  they  persisted  in 
hostilities  with  Spain,  and  in  alliance  vrith  France.  The 
body  of  troops  that  Cromwell  had  sent  into  France  to 
co-operate  with  Louis  XIV.  against  Philip  IV.  still  con- 
tinue to  serve  m  Turenne's  army  ;  and  in  October,  1653, 
its  commander,  Morgan,  assisted  so  valiantly  in  the  ta- 
king of  Yprea,  that  Turenne  publicly  ascribed  to  him  the 
honour  of  the  capture,  and  Richard  Cromwell  created  him 
n  knight  in  token  of  his  satisfaction.  The  CoiU"t  of  Ma- 
drid, meanwhile,  sent  frequent  overtures  of  ficcommoda- 
tion  to  London.  Mai^aiin,  who  was  then  negotiating 
the  peace  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  who  feared  that  England 
might  anticipate  him  and  make  a  separate  treaty  with 
Spain,  wrote  letter  after  letter  to  Bordeaux  M'ith  orders 
to  mge  the  Protector  to  explain  his  intentions,  and  above 
oil  things  to  make  no  separate  arrangement.  Thurloe 
wouUl  give  no  explanations  as  to  future  contingeucies ; 
but  he  declared  that  the  Protector  was  resolved  not  to 
treat  with  Spain  without  the  knowledge  of  France ;  and 
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k0|lt  his  word.  He  did  even  more :  when  Mftzanii, 
OD  tbe  point  of  coodudiDg  his  own  treaty  vfiih  the  Court 
of  M^dnd,  ftdriaed  Ridiard  to  follow  hts  exampie  and  to 
peace,  Thiuioe  manifested  tbe  greatest  surprise,  and 
his  deep  regret  at  the  offensive  and  defensive 
which  had  iiotd  then  united  the  Courts  of  Paris  and 
WUftdiafl.  "  fie  told  me,"  wrote  Bordeaux  to  Masaiin, 
*  he  knew  not  to  what  cause  to  ascribe  our  great  eager- 
■OB;  never,  ia  his  opinion,  was  an  accommodation  less 
tppoHime,  for  it  would  givo  Spain  the  means  of  re-esta- 
fcfa^»"g  her  great  power ;  whereas,  had  the  war  been 
omtmotd  m  few  years  kHigtr,  she  would  have  been  re- 
dDoed  to  such  a  ocwdition  that  her  neighbours  would 
aner  again  have  had  cause  to  feel  jealous  of  her  great- 
CromwcU  himself  could  not  have  displayed  firmer 
it  to  his  designs.^ 
Wben  the  debate  began  in  the  House,  it  was  this  very 
fidelity,  on  the  pan  of  Richard  and  his  ministers,  to  the 
farij^B  policy  pursued  by  his  father,  which  proved  tbe 
■ost  fruitful  source  of  embmtassment  and  danger.  Their 
advenaheaalso  remained  unchanged  ia  their  views.  The 
IU|Kllllicatis  still  beheved  that  they  had  been  very  near 
mhieiiug  the  incorporation  of  HoUaiid  with  England,  and 
they  had  never  forgiven  Cromwell  for  the  peace  which  had 
cmsed  them  to  fail  in  effecting  that  inestimable  conquest. 
"  If  the  ooahtion  with  the  Dutch,,  which  at  that  time  had 
«de  a  great  progress^  had  beeu  well  pursued,"  said 

•  Baker^fl  Otranicb.  p,  693  i  AThit^'lockf.  p,  675  ;  Thurloc's  St»t« 
Vwftta,  TOt  I.  p.  762,  toL  Tii.  p.  591  j  C«rte"s  Orrocmd  Ix-ttent,  *oL  iL 
pp.  1&7-173;  Letters  from  Bordeaux  to  MAziarin,  Jannary  %  F«bfnaiT 
S-ta,  H«nh  6-7-10- U-17-31,  »nd  April  lo-i2-21-:Si,  1859.  See 
ApmnrtT. 
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Vane,  "  it  would  have  made  that  State  wholly  yours." 
"  If  it  had  pleased  God  and  his  Highness/'  declared 
Soott,  "  to  have  let  that  little  power  of  a  Farliaracnt  sit  a 
little  longer,  we  might  have  brought  the  Dutch  to  one- 
ness with  us.  This  we  might  have  done  in  four  or  five 
months.  We  never  bid  fairer  for  being  masters  of  t|ic 
whole  world."  "  I  am  ashamed  to  say  upon  what  terms 
the  peace  was  made,"  said  Mr.  NevUle;  "I  cannot  give 
a  rational  account  of  it,  unless  it  were  to  establish  the 
government  over  us,  which  was  set  after  on  foot,  so  that 
England  was  conquered,  instead  of  conquering  Holland.*' 
The  rupture  with  Spain  and  the  alliance  with  France  were 
no  better  understood,  and  were  regarded  with  equal  dis- 
favour. The  victories  of  Blake  in  the  Mediterranean,  the 
extension  of  English  commerce  and  the  assertion  of  the 
authority  of  the  EiigUsli  name  in  those  seas,  the  conquest 
of  Jamaica  in  spite  of  the  failure  at  St.  Domingo,  the 
influence  exerted  by  Cromwell  on  behalf  of  the  conti- 
nental Protestants,  and  the  security  which  he  had  won 
for  them  by  maintaining  disunion  and  war  between 
France  and  Spain — all  these  results  of  his  policy,  so  evi- 
dently promotive  of  the  power  of  England,  were  banished 
from  memory  by  the  complaints  of  merchants  interested 
in  trade  with  Spain,  or  Vjy  feelings  of  jealous  hatred  of 
the  Dutch,  or  by  the  general  antipathy  with  wliich  the 
name  and  government  of  Mazarin  were  regarded.  To 
these  inflexible  party  recolli'ctions,  which  governed  the 
view  taken  of  the  foreign  policy  of  the  State,  were  soon 
added  the  equally  unmanageable  pretensions  revived  by 
all  questions  of  internal  and  constitutional  organization. 
Compelled  to  return  once  more  to  the  principle  of  mon- 
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arefcyytbe  Republicans  would  not  consent  either  to  admit 
kft  aeoessit^,  or  to  *ccept  its  consequences ;  beside  the 
Pft>tector,  thev  strove  ever  to  niaiotain  the  House  of 
Cammoas,  and  wished  that  it  alone  should  possess,  not 
oalj  the  sovcrei^tT,  but  the  government ;  in  discussing 
fareigo  affairs,  thev  asserted  with  passionate  energy,  the 
ligfat  of  the  Hou^  to  proclaim  peace  or  war,  to  dispose  of 
the  army  and  navy,  and  to  select,  or  at  least  to  approve, 
the  Generals  and  the  CooocI]  of  State.  "  Your  meaning, 
I  sappose,'*  said  Scott,  at  the  opening  of  the  debate,  "is 
BOi  to  leave  the  making  of  peace  or  war  in  the  single 
penoD's  hands;"  and  a  few  days  afterwards,  he  added: 
"  It  is  objected  that  you  ore  not  a  body  fit  to  manage 
SQch  an  affair  as  this ;  but  the  time  well  was,  when  two 
kingdoms  were  conqaered,  and  the  Dutch  tantum  non, 
by  the  counsels  of  a  Parliament  and  some  twenty  of  the 
CouDcil."  '*  By  this  verj'  vote/'  reraonstrated  Vane,  "  you 
grant  away  your  approbation,  if  not  disposal,  of  your  chief 
oomnyokdere  at  sea,  which  I  s^uppose  is  your  right.  ,  .  . 
And  what  is  more,  do  not  you  take  it  for  granted  tliat 
there  is  a  Coundl  in  being  whose  names  you  know  not 
jret,  and  confinu  them  all  in  a  lump  ?"  During  the  whole 
ootme  of  this  debate,  it  was  their  constant  endeavour  to 
ictain  in  their  haoda  the  direct  decision  of  all  the  ques* 
tions  which  they  had  under  discussion.  '^This  is  plainly 
to  shake  off  a  single  person  and  another  Hoijse/^  said  Sir 
^Uliam  Ellis,  the  Solicitor-General ;  "  if  yoii  vote  all  this 
power  in  you,  is  it  not  to  exclude  all  other?  and  then  we 
aie  SB  perfect  a  commonwealth  ns  ever  we  were."* 

'Barton'*  Diary.  toL  iiL  pp.  Ill,  380-300,  313,  473.  441,  442.  402; 
Ooamou'  JounulB.  vol.  vii.  p.  606 ;  B&ker's  Chrooicle,  p.  f&I. 
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Many  Crorawellian&,  either  partisans  or  creatures  of 
the  Protector,  took  part  in  this  debate ;  but  Thurloe  was 
the  only  one  who  raised  it  to  a  level  with  the  naturfll 
dignity  of  the  subject,  by  treating  it  with  that  simple 
firmness  and  precision  of  ideas  and  language  Avhich  w- 
vealed  the  man  of  strong  convictions  and  profound  ex- 
perience, but  also  with  that  melancholy  calmness  which 
disclosed  his  slight  confidence  in  the  strength  and  dura- 
tion of  the  power  ho  served.  Setting  aside  al!  questions 
of  constitutional  organiKation  as  foreign  to  the  subject 
before  the  House,  he  explained,  at  the  opening  of  the 
debate,  the  atate  of  affairs  in  the  north  of  Europe  and  iu 
the  Baltic  Sea,  the  position  and  arrangements  of  the  bel- 
ligerent powers,  the  acts  they  had  already  accomplished, 
the  preparations  they  were  then  making,  the  relations  of 
England  with  each  one  of  them,  and  the  points  in  which 
her  interests  might  be  affected  by  the  contest.  HLs  speech 
was  marked  by  no  reservations,  no  rhetorical  ornament, 
no  polemical  discussion ;  it  was  just  such  an  explanation 
as  he  might  have  given  in  the  Council  of  State,  tor  the 
purpose  of  assisting  its  deliberations,  "  In  these  af- 
fairs "  he  §md  in  conclusion,  "  his  Highness  thinks  that, 
unless  lie  hath  considerable  fleets,  his  bare  inteii^osition 
as  to  peace  will  signify  little  or  nothing;  therefore,  his 
Highness  hath  thought  tit  to  prepare  ships,  in  order  to 
these  emergencies.  His  meaning  is,  not  to  espouse  either 
interest  in  the  qutirrcl,  just  or  not  just,  or  to  meddle  with 
the  state  of  that  war,  in  which  we  have  no  concern,  but 
only  in  relation  to  the  good  of  this  nation  and  of  our 
trade.  The  preparation  of  the  fleet  is  well  onward,  but 
there  is  no  engagement  as  yet  j  only  his  Highness  thouglit 
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it  fit  and  oeoeseaiy  that  this  House  should  he  acquainted 
with  it^  that  we,  knoniing  of  it,  may  advise  m  we  shall 
ihiuk  fit  in  this  case."* 

Tbi^oa  rarely  interfered  in  the  course  of  the  debalt*, 
tad  when  be  spoke,  it  was  merely  to  rectify  a  misstute- 

iC,  or  reply  to  q  question.  But  on  the  last  day,  either 
with  a  view  to  influence  the  division,  or  from  a  desire  to 
nndicate  the  honour  of  his  deceased  master,  he  addressed 
Cbe  Hoase ;  with  his  usual  simplicity  and  conciseness,  but 
it  a  firm  and  somewhat  disdainful  tone,  he  ran  over  the 
Ttrious  questions  that  had  been  raised  in  the  debate, — 
the  peace  with  Holland,  the  war  with  Spain,  the  defence 
flf  Fnolestant  interests  in  Europe;  he  defended  Cromwell's 
policy  on  all  these  points,  Hfhmied  that  afTairs  had  never 
been  conducted  more  advaut^gt.ously  or  more  gloriously 
for  the  Euglif^h  people,  and  declared,  in  reply  to  a  speaker 
vbo  ha^l  commented  rather  severely  on  the  war  in  the 
Baltic:  "This  question  has  spent  you  much  time;  I  shall 
iot  spend  much  more.  I  presume  not  to  give  you  any 
coonsel  in  tbis  business,  but  only  to  clear  matter-of-fact. 
That  worthy  gentleman  said  he  was  very  confident  that 
there  was  some  engagement  underluind,  to  cany  on  the 
Swedish  business.  It  doth  not  belong  to  charity  to  say 
or  think  so.  I  told  you  there  was  no  engagement  at  all. 
You  had  a  very  honest,  just,  and  tiue  account  of  that 
affair,  which  was  neither  more  nor  less  than  what  I  then 
told  jou»  with  all  ingenuity  ;  and  it  is  left  to  your  wisdoms 
to  take  what  counseh  you  think  fit  in  the  business/'^ 

The  House  rejected  the  demands  of  the  Republicans 


*  Burton's  T>iary,  fol.  iH.  pp.  315,  376-3fi6. 

*  Burton'c  Kary,  toI.  iiL  p.  -^I. 
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who  wished  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  committee,  wliich 
should  "  advise  about  disposing  of  it  to  the  most  public 
advantage ;"  and  on  the  24th  of  February,  it  was  resolved, 
by  a  hundred  and  seventy-six  votes  agauist  ninety-eight, 
"  That  it  be  referred  to  his  Highness  the  Lord  Protector 
to  put  the  vote  of  thia  House,  concerning  the  preparing 
and  putting  to  sea  a  considerable  navy  for  the  safety  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  the  preservation  of  the  trade  and 
commerce  thereof*  in  execution ;  saving  the  interest  of 
this  House  in  the  mihtia,  and  in  making  of  peace  and 
war/*  For  the  moment,  and  in  regard  to  the  special 
question  under  discussion,  thia  was  all  that  the  Protec- 
tor and  his  government  demanded  ;  but  notwithstanding 
their  success,  they  came  out  of  the  debate  much  weak- 
ened and  in  deep  anxiety  ;  they  had  seen  all  those  enemies, 
whom  Cromwell  had  held  in  check,  rise  with  renewed 
vigour  to  oppose  them ;  and  they  did  not  feel  sufficiently 
strong,  nor  had  they  sufficient  confidence  in  themselves, 
long  to  withstand  the  flood  which  was  too  manifestly 
rising  against  them,* 

The  debate  on  the  supplies  proved  atiU  more  disastrous, 
for  the  attack  was  mainly  directed  against  that  whieh 
constituted  the  chief  security  of  the  Protector — the  fixed 
annual  revenue  of  £1,300,000,  appointed  by  the  seventh 
article  of  the  Petition  and  Advice,  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  army  and  navy,  and  for  the  payment  of  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  civil  government.^  This  revenue,  which 
could  be  modified  only  by  the  consent  of  the  three  powers 

'  Coamotia'  Journale.  vol.  Tii.  p.  007 ;  Burton's  Diary,  vol.  iii.  pp,  450- 
493 ;  Thurlw'B  Slat*  Papere,  vol.  viL  p.  626. 
=  Old  rurliamentary  Hiptory.  vol.  xxi.  p.  135. 
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of  the  State,  was  inadequate  to  defray  nil  the  public  ex- 
praditure,  whicb  amounted  iu  1659,  to  £2,201,540  ;  but 
by  its  permanence,  it  secured  to  the  Protectoral  govern- 
ment a  certain  amount  of  independence,  and  enabled  it 
to  wwt  for  any  ulterior  subsidies  that  it  might  require. 
ChMnwell  had  regarded  this  clause  in  the  Petition  and 
Advice  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  concessions  made  by 
tfni  instmnient  to  the  ruJing  power ;  and  it  was  accord- 
ing contested  moat  earnestly  by  the  Republicans,  who  be- 
fiered  that  the  popular  sovereignty  could  not  be  satisfied 
or  the  public  hberties  secured,  unless  the  Government,  in 
icgird  to  its  materia]  necessities,  as  well  as  to  its  funda- 
mental principle,  were  placed,  entirely  and  at  all  times, 
■t  the  mercy  of  their  votes.  "  The  very  £1,300,000  will 
sbk  OS,"  said  Vane;  "it  was  weak  ever  to  think  other- 
wise: the  blessing  of  God  will  never  go  along  with  it." 
"If  our  enemies  had  prevailed,"  said  Haslerig,  "in  my 
heart,  I  think  we  had  not  had  £1,300,000  per  annum 
for  ever  and  ever  upon  us."  "  Unltiss  that  article  in  the 
PetitioD  and  Advice  were  mended,"  declared  Seijeant 
Dendy,  "  I  could  not  give  my  afiirmative  for  the  other 
House ;"  and  as  neither  the  Protector  nor  the  other  House 
were  disposed  to  abandon  it,  it  remained  an  almost  in- 
nperable  obstacle  to  all  agreement,  in  the  debate  on  the 
supplied.  The  financial  embarrassments  of  the  govern- 
loent  were,  moreover,  extremely  great ;  the  detailed  and 
eoa»cientioQ3  report  made  to  the  House  by  the  Committee 
qvpotnted  to  investigate  the  matter,  proved  beyond  all 
doubt  that,  according  to  tbe  most  favourable  computa- 
tion^ the  receipts  for  the  year  1659  would  be  less  than 
the  ex[iemliture  by  no  smaller  an  amount  tlian  £80,023, 
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A  great  many  abuses  were  pointed  out  by  the  same  re- 
pwt ;  it  was  found  that  the  farmers  of  the  excise  of  beer 
and  ale  were  considerably  in  arrear  Hith  their  payments ; 
and  when  they  were  called  to  the  bar  of  the  House  and 
interrogated,  they  complained  in  thtir  turn  that  they 
found  it  almost  impossible  to  levy  the  duty.  Several 
members  of  Parliament  were  eomproniised  by  these  in- 
vestigations. Even  Thurloe  himself,  who  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  boasting  somewhat  ostentatiously  of  his  in- 
tegrity in  money  uiattei's,  was  suspected  of  having  pro- 
uiiscd  the  farmers  of  the  beer-tax^  that,  for  an  annual  con- 
sideration of  one  thousand  ix>und3,  he  would  secure  them 
immunity  from  all  prosecutions.  The  House  made  strenu- 
ous and  honest  efforts  to  put  a  stop  to  these  disorders ; 
at  one  time,  it  took  measures  to  secure  the  regular  collec- 
tion of  the  taxes,  and  to  provide,  in  part  at  least,  for  the 
payment  of  the  arrears  due  to  the  array ;  and  at  another 
time,  by  pro}K)sition8«  tending  to  modify  the  conditions 
and  duration  of  certain  taxes,  it  endeavoured  to  repossesa 
itself  of  fidl  control  over  the  finances,  and  thus  to  render 
thu  Government  absolutely  subject  to  its  yoke.  But  these 
attempts,  usually  ill-plauned  and  <|uiekly  abandoned, 
served  rather  to  publish  than  to  remedy  the  evil,  and  to 
discredit  rather  than  to  strengthen  the  nding  powers. 
Beginning  on  the  3rd  of  February^  a  few  days  after  the 
opening  of  Parliament,  the  debate  on  the  Revenue  was 
prolonged,  from  month  to  month,  until  the  20th  of  April, 
the  eve  of  its  dissolution,  and  occupied  sixteen  sittings 
without  leading  to  any  eftectual  or  definite  result.' 


: 


^  Commoiifl'  JouniftU.  vol.  rii.  pp.  5W),  fXM,  0O5.  613,  621.  62K,  623. 
fl27-ft31,  633-634,  flJIfl-fiSO.  640.  841.  «43;  Burtons  Diary,  rol  m. 
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Notwilhstandiiig  the  importance  of  these  constitutianai 
I  fioBwaal  debates,  if  Lbevanous  parties  had  made  trial 
flf  tiMar  strcDgth  only  on  such  occasions,  and  on  ques- 
official  and  unavoidable  in  their  character,  the 
of  events  might  have  been  less  rapid  and  deci- 
Tbc  GovernnieDt,  though  weakened,  was  not  beaten 
ia  tfaeae  contests ;  and  the  Opposition,  however  during 
'  expectations  or  designs  nmy  have  been,  always  ended 
l^*  flobniitting  to  the  decision  of  FarliameDt,     But,  in  the 
of  these  great  congtitutiopal  and  legislative  dis- 
U  frequently  happened  that  incidents  occurred, 
either  from  chance  or  studious    premeditation, 
rhicb  occasioned  debates^  in  the  course  of  which  the  con- 
partieB^  giving  freer  vent  to  their  passions,  and 
sg  each  other  for  ruder  blows,  combined  to  hasten 
^ike  catastrophe  which  was  now  looming  in  the  distance. 
The  Repubbcans,  with  more  obstinacy  tliaa  sagacity, 
to  revive  a  tneuis  of  action  which,  in  former 
(jliiDes,  bad  been  wry  gucoessful — the  presentation  of  po- 
pular petxtioiiB.     On  the  Uth  and  loth  of  February,  and 
the  16th  of  April,  numerous  bodies  of  persons,  mostly 
t.  Anabaptists,  and  Quakers,  presented  themselves 
at  the  doors  of  the  House  of  Commons,  with  addresses  in 
which,  in  reference  to  the  questions  under  debate,  they  ex- 
the  stningeat  Repubhcau  principtes,  desires,  and 
gplMntSy  treating  the  House  of  Ck»mmons  as  the  sole 
I  aotbority,  and  not  taking  the  slightest  notice  of 
'tlK  exist^ioe  of  the  House  of  Lords  and  the  Protector. 
Nor  were  they  without  supporters  in  the  House  itself.   "  I 

Lfpi  Sfr-tt,  307-313.  ToL  iv.  pp.  18&-148. 294-900.  a00-318-a£7, 3(>1-36H. 
Iwon  MB.  aW-4^.  4a»-U8,  4&1--«B8  ;  Thurloe'f  State  Vo^et^  vol.  rii. 
fk.  CBt  Ketoml  HtfflOf7  of  England*  roL  iii.  ii{i,  S23-nGdfi. 
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desire  they  may  be  called  in/'  said  Mr.  Neville  j  *'  all  have 
honest  old  faces."  "  I  am  glad  to  see  the  people  in  love 
with  their  Representative  again,"  said  Captain  Baynes. 
Haslerig.Lambeit,  Scott,  aud  Ludlow  proposed  that  they 
should  be  called  in  to  receive  the  thanks  of  the  House; 
but  the  majority  would  not  consent  to  this,  and  persisted 
flrndy  in  refusing  admission  to  the  petitioners.  "  Because 
tliree  or  four  are  waiting  at  the  door/'  said  Mr.  Disbrowe, 
"  Bhall  we  put  off  a  business  of  greatest  concernment  P " 
*'  There  is  as  much  tyranny  in  liberty  as  otherwise/'  said 
Mr.  Swinfen;  "I  would  not  stir  up  that  hberty  that 
leaves  us  no  liberty  here."  On  the  9th  of  February,  in- 
stead of  admitting  the  petitioners,  three  members  were 
sent  to  infonu  them  that  their  petition  should  be  read 
when  the  liouse  had  finished  the  business  it  then  had  in 
hand.  On  the  15th,  a  proposal  that  thanks  should  be 
returned  to  them  was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  a  hun- 
dred votes.  On  the  1 6th  of  April,  the  House  sent  them 
word  that  it  had  read  their  paper,  and  could  only  '*  declare 
its  dislike  of  the  scandals  thereby  cast  upon  magistracy 
and  ministry/*  and  it  therefore  ordered  that  they  shoul<l 
"  forthwith  resort  to  their  respective  habitations,  and 
there  apply  themselves  to  their  calUngs,  and  submit  them- 
selves to  the  laws  of  the  nation,  and  the  magistracy  they 
live  under."  The  time  had  passed  when  the  mob,  by 
sympathy  or  menace,  could  control  the  Parhament ;  and 
their  deuionstrations,  like  a  broken  weapon,  might  dis- 
quiet, but  could  not  intimidate.^ 


^  Commons'  JoumiLb,  vol.  rii.  pp.  601.  604,  640?  Burt^in'B  Divy. 
vol.  iii.  pp.  152-155,  888^96,  toL  iv.  pp.  *M>-445;  Thurloe'a  SUte 
Papers,  vol.  vu.  pp.  617.  6lfl;  Letlur  from  BordcAUi  to  Ma^arin,  Ftf- 
Iiruajy  37,  1C50.     9cc  ArresDJS. 
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Bat  tUhougfa  petitions  were  discx)iiiaged  when  tbej 
tewfed  to  the  restoratioD  of  the  republican  oommoD- 
wealUi,  they  were  eagertj  welcomed  when  they  referred 
to  aeto  of  tyranny  or  iniqidty  cotEmitt«d  by  Cromwell  or 
Us  seiTants.  The  Republicans,  though  they  found  it  im- 
pnwaMe  to  restore  their  own  ascendency  by  this  means  of 
mt^oa,  used  it  with  unsparing  energy  to  weaken  their  enc- 
ndeft.  When  FaHiament  opened,  there  were  many  State- 
pmooers  who  had  been  and  still  were  arbitrarily  detained 
in  custody,  by  Cromweirs  order ;  twenty-five  were  con- 
fined in  the  Tower  of  London,  and  others  were  dispersed  in 
THioafl  fortresses,  and  in  the  Channel  Islands.  On  the 
ind  of  Febmaiy,  Colonel  Barkstead,  the  Governor  of  the 
Ibwcr,  sent  infonuatiou  to  Thurloe  that  several  of  ihem 
knd  applied  either  to  the  Courts  of  Justice  or  to  Parlia- 
■ent  for  their  liberation  ;  and  he  expressed  considerable 
anxiety  lest  he  should  blmself  be  exposed  to  prosecution 
Cor  having  detained  them.  On  the  very  next  day  the  House 
of  ComnKms  ordered  that  Captain  Richard  Yardley,  the 
Govcfiior  of  Jersey,  should  bring  to  its  bar  Major-General 
Overtcin,  who  had  been  in  his  custody  since  January, 
1655  ;  and  on  the  23rd  of  February,  Barkstead  ako  re- 
ceived orders  to  appear  before  the  Committee  of  Griev- 
anoea  with  his  prisoner,  John  Portman,  formerly  secretary 
to  Admiral  Blake,  who  had  been  confined  in  the  Tower 
for  mofe  than  a  year.^ 

Barkstead.  though  a  brave  soldier  and  thoroughly  de- 
voted to  his  GencraJ,  became  timid  and  embarrassed  when 


'  Tliarloe's  State  Fkpen,  toI.  tu.  pp,  598.  fl05, 606 1  Comsaona'  Jotjr- 
■ttb,  irol.  viL  pp,  &97-607  r  Burton's  DiaiT^,  toL  m.  pp.  -tS,  418  ;  Letlctr 
fiiMi  BanloHU  to  Uoianii.  jtfarcb  13, 16Sd.     See  AJrBXDrx. 
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he  had  to  deal  with  the  civil  power,  and  would  gladly 
have  avoided  appearing  before  the  Committee.  He  thcre- 
foi*e  merely  sent  the  warrant  which  he  had  received  from 
Cromwell,  directing  him  to  arrest  and  imprison  Major- 
General  Harrison,  Messrs.  Feake,  Rogers,  Portman, 
Carew,  "and  other  eminent  Fifth-monarchy  Luen  ;"  but 
the  Committee  would  not  be  satisfied  until  he  came  iu  j>er- 
son  to  tht'ir  bar.  He  was  a  member  of  the  new  House 
of  Lords,  but  the  title  of  Lord  Barkstead  was  not  given 
him.  "  It  is  not  fit/'  said  Colonel  Terrill,  "  for  a  Lord 
of  the  Other  House  to  be  a  gaoler."  Three  days  after, 
the  Committee  made  its  report  to  the  House,  "  That  the 
imprisonment  of  Mr.  John  Portman  by  the  Lieutenant  of 
the  Tower,  was  and  is  unjust  and  illegalj  and  that  he 
ought  to  be  discharged  without  any  fee  or  charge."  The 
Crorawellians  objected  to  his  liberation.  "  Portman," 
they  said,  "  was  one  of  the  Fifth-monarchy  men,  who  at 
the  time  of  his  arrest  were  drawing  into  arras ;  his  com- 
mitment was  on  the  account  of  preserving  the  public 
peace.  The  chief  raagbtratc's  vigilance  in  the  business 
was  not  to  be  blamed.  The  order  came  at  tive  oclock 
in  the  morning ;  if  there  had  not  been  good  cause,  the 
chief  magistrate  would  not  at  that  time  have  broken  his 
sleep/'  Vane  and  Neville  had  little  difficulty  in  refuting 
these  arguments  by  an  appeal  to  the  laws  of  the  country. 
The  House  adopted  the  report  of  the  Committee ;  and 
Barkstead,  in  greater  apprehension  than  ever,  wrote  to 
Thurloe  ou  the  24th  of  February,  "  I  am  confident  1  shall 
be  brought  again  upon  the  stage  by  several  prisoners  in 
my  custody;  .  .  .  and  I  therefore  humbly  desire  your 
honour  will  take  it  iuto  consideration,  ihut  as  I  have  kept 
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doK  tn  obettieDoe,  wa  I  nmy  not  be  left  liable  to  the 
■■'■''"  of  fMtfticul«r  meiL" ' 

me  oi  Mi^'GeDeral  Overton  produced  a  mticti 
pttUr  aettSAtioii.  When  the  Uooae  decided,  on  tbe 
did  of  FdmuJT,  that  orders  shouid  be  sent  to  the  Go- 
lUJiur  of  Jenej^  to  bring  hiiu  to  the  bar,  Cokme)  Alured 
pfopoeed  thai  a  &igat«  should  be  sent  for  him^  as  othcr- 
wvBc  he  could  not  come  vithoat  daoger,  on  account  of 
pnie&.  "  This  b  to  tiiiimph  before  the  victory/'  said 
Mr.  TicTor.  ^'  Major-GeneraJ  Overtou  is  a  fit  persou  to 
wadnrt  anniea/'  lephed  Mr.  Neviye, ''  and  tlie  Spaniards 
H^  t^e  him  ynsoaet,  and  make  good  uae  of  him.  I 
vohU  have  a  good  strong  frigate  sent;"  and  it  was  voted  ^ 
accofdiDglT.  Overton  arrived  in  London  on  the  11th  of 
Mnicb,  and  as  soon  m  his  amval  was  reported,  it  was 
propoeed  that  he  ahotdd  be  brought  to  the  bar.  "  lie 
is  bnia^it  so  weak  with  four  yean'  impn^nment,"  said 
Sir  Hafiy  Vaae,  "  that  be  can  scarce  go  over  the  floor* 
If  jou  pfeaae,  he  may  be  called  in  on  Monday/^  Overton 
appeared  before  the  House  on  the  16th  of  March;  four 
or  five  hundred  men  ou  horseback,  and  a  vast  crowd, 
bflttisg  bnncbes  of  kurel,  iiad  escorted  him  thither.  His 
defMUoar  id  presence  of  the  Hou»e  was  calm  and 
modest.  "  I  acknowledge  tt  a  gi^at  mercy  of  God/'  he 
and,  "  that  atl<fr  thrt?e  years*  imprtsoument,  succeeding 
fovteen  years  in  your  service,  I  am  brought  to  the  biu- 
of  this  honourable  House.  As  I  have  been  in  asuSehug 
condition  for  four  ycars^  so  1  desire  to  Ijc  passive  stil]. 
...  I  had  better  have  been  torn  in  pieces  by  wild  horses 

■  Borton's  Diny.  roL  in.  pp.  U&.  410-498 :  T!iiirIoe'&  8tftU>  Fkpcn 
w4.  vfi.  p.  flSS. 
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than  have  endured  this  great  torment ;  that  had  been  but 
for  a  moment.  ...  I  hope  I  have  not  done  anything 
contrary  to  what  1  at  first  engaged  and  fought  for.  You 
are  my  judges,  and  I  think  it  a  great  mercy  that  it  is  so. 
I  most  humbly  leave  myself,  my  cause,  and  couditionj  to 
this  House.  I  w'ill  not  justify  myself ;  I  only  desire, 
one  way  or  others  to  receive  according  as  I  have  done." 
Having  thus  sjjoken,  he  withdrew.  "  I  never  knew  nor 
saw  the  man/'  said  Mr.  Bronghton  ;  "  I  have  heard  much 
of  his  goodness.  There  appears  no  cause  of  his  impri- 
sonment. Pray  do  not  delay  one  hour,  but  give  him  that 
which  was  his  due  many  years  since — his  enlargement," 
Upon  this  a  stormy  debate  arose.  "  You  ai'e  going  to 
put  a  question  which  may  be  of  a  very  dangerous  con- 
sequence,"* said  Whalley  ;  "  Major-General  Overton  was 
not  committed  upon  a  civil  but  a  military  account.  You 
will  lay  all  your  officers  in  the  army  liable  to  actions  by 
theae  investigations.  Take  heed  how  you  discourage 
yonr  army.  If  ever  you  have  wars  again,  it  may  be  of 
dangerous  consequence/'  "The  report  in  Scotland  was 
very  high  against  Major-General  Overton,"  said  Dr. 
Clarges,  Monk's  brother-in-law ;  '*  and  it  was  thought 
his  Highness'a  indulgency  not  to  try  him  by  a  court  of 
war/'  Thurloe  also  gave  some  explanations ;  "  I  move 
that  before  your  judgment  you  would  hear  the  whole 
matter/'  he  said;  "  the  beginning  of  this  was  In  time  of 
war,  and  in  a  dangerous  juncture  of  affairs.  Plots  were 
daily  discovered.  There  were  endeavours  to  engage  a 
part  of  the  army  against  the  Government.  Military  men 
in  mihtary  times  do  not  so  much  consider  form  as  mat- 
ter/'    "  I  move  to  set  Major-Gcneral  Overton  at  liberty/* 
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Majar  Asbum ;  '*  yet  for  the  banoar  of  bun  that  is 
that  loogfat  yott  ioto  your  liberties,  do  not  tn  ter- 
reflect  npon  hiui  by  usisg  the  words  iJlegal  and 
L"     Haskrig  indignantly  denounced  the  whole  pro- 
"Such  a  warrant  was  never,"  he  said,  "since 
WtUsm  the  CoDqueror  raime  in  !   It  is  illegal,  because 
from  astngle  person  alone^  and  because  there  is  no  cause 
cxpreMed.     The  warrant  is  from  the  single  person.     If 
lie  had  been  atire,  I  should  have  &aid  something ;  but  he 
m  dead.     I  shall  say  no  more.  .  .  .  Major-Geueral  Over- 
was  not  an  army  man  when  he  was  imprisoned,  but 
of  the  people  of  England.     I  have  obaerred  that  he 
ooinmitted  by  the  name  of  Robert  Overton^  Esq. 
You  most  release  him,  as  he  ts  an  Englishman."    The 
Uoase  was  just  about  to  vote  on  the  question,  when  an 
iMido^  oocurred  which  occasioned  considerable  embar- 
iMiUMllt,  even  to  Haslerig ;  at  the  same  time  that  Over- 
ton wa«  arrested,  Cfomwcll  had  sent  to  Jersey,  where  he 
was  itill  imprisoned,  Sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  a  Royalist, 
who  bad  taken  an  active  part  in  the  Irish  Hebellion,     "  I 
that  the  q[aestion  be  put  only  as  to  Major-General 
said  Mr.  Weaver ;  "  Armstrong  is  a  danger- 
oua  penon/'     Several   members  protested   against  this 
partialitj.     "I  move  to  do  equal  justice/'  said  Colonel 
Moricy.     "  If  the  warrant  be  illegal  as  to  one,"  added 
Mr.  Trevor,  "  it  is  8o  as  to  another"     "  There  is  more 
rauoa  to  declare  the  warrant  illegal  as  to  other  gentle- 
men,'* said  young  Lord  Falkland,  a  worthy  inheritor  of 
the  great  name  he  bore;  "for  Major-Gencral   Overton 
might  have  been  couunitted  by  the  General  as  an  under- 
offioer."     The  House  hesitated;  even  the    Republican 
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lenders  were  divided  iu  opinion.  "  To  put  this  business 
off  your  hands,"  said  Vane,  the  most  generous  and  con- 
sistent of  thera  all,  *'  declare  the  warrant  to  be  unjust 
and  illegal^  and  let  Armstrong  be  released/'  "  I  would 
not  have  you,  hand  over  head,  to  deliver  Irish  rebels," 
exclaimed  Haslerig;  "this  business  of  Major-Geueral 
Overton'a  is  only  before  you ;  nought  else  before  you 
requires  your  justice."  *'  When  this  business  is  done/* 
said  Colonel  Tcrrill,  "  I  have  a  report  ou  Sir  Thomas 
Arrastrong*3  case  to  ofter  you ;  but  I  submit  that  the  ques- 
tion ought  to  pass  singly."  This  suggestion  was  adopt- 
ed; the  House  ordered  Overton's  immediate  liberation, 
and  declared  that  the  warrant  for  his  imprisonment  was 
both  unjust  and  illegal.  Colonel  Terrill  then  luadc  his 
report  on  Sir  Thomas  Armstrong's  case  ;  but  the  jealous 
timidity  of  Haslerig  had  more  effect  than  the  fearK^ss 
equity  of  Vane.  The  House  came  to  no  decision  on  the 
subject^  and  Annstrong  was  left  in  prison.^ 

It  was  proof  of  ardent  hostility  thus  to  attack  the  go- 
vernment of  a  man  whose  son  had  succeeded  him  as  bejid 
of  the  State,  and  whose  companions  almost  exclusively 
composed  one  House  of  Parliament,  were  numerous  in 
the  other,  and  directed  the  councils  of  the  nation.  But 
as  yet  these  attacks  were  directed  against  the  deceased 
Protector  alone ;  and  his  ministers  and  officers,  while 
making  it  a  point  of  honour  to  defend  hira^  could  at  any 
time  devolve  upon  him  the  responsibility  of  actions  of 
which  they  bad  been  only  the  inatnmients.     Ere  long 


'  Commons'  Jouma]&,  vol.  vii.  p.  Oil;  BurUm'a  Diary,  vol.  iii.  pp. 
'J6^18,  vol.  iv.  pp.  120,  150-161 ;  Letter  from  Boi*deiiux  lo  Miuarin, 
Murrh  20,  165J>.    See  Afpknwi, 
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bowcTcr  tber  were  tbennehres  attacked  for  their  own 
adB»  and  with  far  greater  mleiioe  than  Cromwell  hml 
ever  been ;  for,  erea  when  in  his  grave,  a  great  man  is 
il3l  able  to  protect  himself,  and  to  Impo^  on  his  ene- 
mcs  tbe  neoessitj  of  treating  bim  witli  a  certain  measure 
of  JMtioe  and  tcapectfdl  ooostdet^tion. 

On  tbe  25th  of  March,  the  Corainittee  of  Grievances 
a  Re^Kjrt  to  the  House  on  two  petitions, — one 

bj  aerenty-two  persons,  and  the  other  from  a  sin- 
1^  tDdsviduaJ,  Howiaiid  Thomas, — complaining,  that  in 
165^  and  16oG,  after  the  insurrection  at  Salisbory,  they 
had  been  arbitrarily  transported  to  Barbadoes,  and  sold 
aa  siavea.  "  to  most  inhuman  and  barbarous  persons,  for 
tboosmd  five  hondred  and  fifty  pound  weight  of 

apiece,  more  or  less,  according  to  their  working 
faeidties;  neither  sparing  the  aged,  nor  divines,  nor  ofH- 
oenv  'Bar  gentlemen,  nor  any  age  or  condition  of  men, 
bat  rendering  all  alike  in  this  inseparable  captivity;  they 
DOW  generally  grinding  at  the  mill$  and  attending  at  the 
fanucta,  or  digging  in  this  scorching  island,  having 
■on^t  to  feed  on  (notwithstanding  their  hard  labour) 
bol  potato-roots^  nor  to  drink  hut  water  with  such  roots 
wadied  in  it»  beside  tbe  bread  and  tears  of  their  own 
afflidiaiis ;  being  bought  and  sold  from  one  planter  to 
noCber,  or  attached  as  horses  and  beasts  for  the  debts  of 
tbesr  masters,  being  whipped  at  the  whipping-posts  (as 
I0^ua)  for  their  masters'  pleasure,  and  sleeping  in  styes 

than  hogs  in  England ;  and  many  othiT  ways  made 

kblc,  beyond  expression  or  Christian  imagination/' 
Certain  members  of  tlic  House  were  denounced  as  the 
aathon  of  these  barbarities ;  and  Thurloe  personally  was 
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charged  by  Rowland  Thomas  witli  having  been  the  cause 
of  his  violent  expatriation  and  enslavement.^ 

The  reading  of  this  report  produced  a  great  sensation 
in  the  House ;  and  its  effect  was,  perhaps,  even  greater 
on  the  niembers  criminated  than  on  their  adversariea,  for 
the  petitions  were,  they  said,  entirely  unexpected  by  them, 
as  the  Committee  had  made  its  report  very  suddenly^  and 
without  hearing  them.  They  feebly  disputed  the  accu- 
racy of  some  of  the  facts  stated ;  but  they  were  loud,  in 
their  complaints  against  the  irregular  manner  in  which 
the  affair  had  been  brought  before  the  House.  "  TMs  is 
a  gross  breach  of  privilege  of  Parliament,**  said  Serjeant 
Mayuard;  "we  are  not,  at  Committees,  masters  of  one 
another ;  no  Committee  ought  to  judge  of  members  with- 
out your  leave.  This  comes  in  very  irregularly,  and  the 
chairman  ought  to  have  rejected  it.  I  shall  not  apeak  to 
the  matter  that  it  is  a  CavaHer's  petition."  Several  mem- 
bers were  of  the  same  opinion  as  Maynard ;  and  even  the 
Speaker  took  the  same  \\cw.  "No  Committee,"  he  said, 
"  can  receive  any  original  petition  against  a  member  of 
this  House,  without  a  high  breach  of  privilege.'*  Hasle- 
rig  and  Neville  disputed  the  correctness  of  this  doctrine, 
and  spoke  in  support  of  the  petition,  though  evidently 
with  some  embarrassment ;  the  House  generally  took  an 
unfavourable  view  of  the  matter,  for  the  character  of  the 
petitioners  threw  discredit  on  their  complaints,  Thiirloe 
perc^^ived  this  stat^?  of  feeling,  and  spoke  accordingly. 
"I  heai'  myself  named  in  the  petition,"  he  said;  "and 
1  must  agree  with  those  gentlemen  that  say  it  comes  in 

^  ConiEaonB'  JoumalB,  vol.  rii,  pp.  019.  620;  Burton's  Bi^fy,  rol.  iv- 
pp.  2&3-258. 
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m  fandftnieatal  order.     It  is  a  Cavalier  petitiou 
inagamstjoarmembei^.  ,  I  am  much  sur. 

ined  to  see  this  petition  brought  in.  ,  I  never  thought 
to  have  fired  to  see  this  day.  while  wc  have  an  army  in 
tke  BM,  and  the  cause  afoot.  .  ,  .  Encouraging  peti- 
tiuM  of  this  Qiktnre,  in  complaint  of  oppressions,  is  to  set 
TOO  at  division.  It  comes  in  hv  combination  with  the 
Knig'a  partj-  It  has  almost  set  the  nation  in  a  flame. 
While  you  are  about  hearing  their  complaixitB  here,  I 
doubt  tbey  ate  preparing  themselves  for  arms  against  you. 
Tour  Cotnmittec  gave  Rivers  a  protection  to  come  here 
to  prosecute  thja  petition.  This  fellow,  under  yonr  wing^ 
■id  coloar  of  this  protection,  may  better  carr}'  on  Im 
r*s  bosilieas.  I  pray  that  you  would  order  his  com- 
,  tliat  he  be  not  at  \m  liberty  to  set  a  flame  among 

Tburloe  had  gone  too  far;  the  arrogance  that  b  so 
ooofident  in  its  strength  as  to  defend  misdeeds,  will  e\'er 
Rme  all  generous  hearts  to  indignation  Vane  rose  :  "  I 
do  not  look  on  this  busineas  aa  a  CavaLiensh  business/' 
he  tM,  "but  as  a  matter  that  concerns  the  Uberty  of 
Iht  6«ebiMii  people  of  England.  ...  I  am  glad  to  hear 
Ike  old  cause  so  well  resented;  that  we  have  a  aense  and 
W*hifig  of  the  tyranny  of  the  late  King,  and  of  all  that 
tfcad  in  his  stf-ps  to  impose  on  hberty  and  property. 
As  I  sboald  be  glad  to  see  any  discouragement  upon  the 
CavaiieffSj  ao  I  shoutd  b^  glad  to  see  any  discouragement 
^ui  indigiiaitioD  of  yours  against  such  persODH  m  tread 
itk  Charks  Stuart's  steps,  whoever  they  be.  .  .  .  That 

I  B«fCoa'»   Ditfy,   toL  ir.  pp.  256^-261 ;  CUnradoo'i  State  Ripen, 
TOL,  I.  H 
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which  makes  nic  hate  the  Cavaliers,  is  their  cau3C.  Let 
U9  uot  be  led  away,  that,  wlicnever  the  tables  turn,  the 
sajue  will  be  imposed  upon  your  best  men,  that  is  now 
designed  to  the  worst.  Let  us  not  have  new  Cavtdicrs 
and  old.  Let  us  hate  tyranny  in  those  that  tread  in  their 
steps,  as  well  as  in  themsdvea."^ 

The  gauntlet  had  now  been  flung  down  on  both  sides ; 
party  passions  were  inflamed  ;  the  Cromwellians  vied  with 
their  adversaries  in  infusing  virulence  into  the  debate, 
and  hurled  at  each  other  their  recollections  and  appre- 
hensions, their  warnings  and  their  threats.  "  This  Par- 
iiauient  had  not  now  been  silting,"  said  Major-General 
Kelsey,  "it  had  been  impossible  to  have  preserved  us 
from  blood  and  confusion,  if,  in  all  proccc(hugs,  his  late 
Highness  and  Council  had  been  guided  according  to  the 
strict  nUes  of  law.  .  .  .  From  your  hearing  the  com- 
plaints of  the  Cavaliers,  you  will  put  the  nation  into  such 

a  flame  as  you  will  hardly  quench.    There  is  Lady 's 

petition,  and  other  petitions,  I  donbt,  the  next  petition 
will  be  from  Charles  Stnart.  I  know  no  law  for  his 
banishment,  if  there  has  been  no  law  of  force  since  l(i48. 
I  would  have  those  persona  at  yoiu*  doors  secured,  and 
the  jietitions  rejected,"  "  I  move  to  reject  the  ]>etition/' 
said  Major  Knight,  "  for  if  you  sit  twelve  months,  you 
will  not  have  time  to  hear  all  petitions  from  Cavaliers. 
What  will  you  do  with  the  Scots  taken  ut  Dunbar,  aud 
at  Durham  and  Worcester?  Many  of  them  were  sent  to 
Barbadoes.  Will  you  hear  all  their  petitions?"  "  I  am 
as  much  against  the  Cavahcr  party  as  any  man  in  these 
walls,"  said  Mr  Boscawcu ;  "  and  shall  as  zealously  assert 

'  Burton's  Diary,  vol.  iv.  pp.  24V2,  263. 
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tke  okl  came  ;  but  yon  have  Paul's  case  before  you.  A 
RooMn  oagfat  not  to  be  beaten.  We  are  miserable  slaves, 
if  we  may  not  have  this  liberty  secured  to  iw."  "  I  faope," 
csciataiMl  Sir  Joha  Lentbail,  "  it  is  not  the  effect  of  our 
w  to  make  merchandise  of  men !"  "  We  have  had  uo 
WW  these  seven  yeara,"  remarked  Hostcrig ;  '*  true,  a 
fittJe  rdidlioa,  and  some  suffered.  But  the»e  men  deny 
tint  thtj  vere  ever  sentenced,  charged,  or  in  arms ;  ^me 
MB  aoquitted  i  iod  yet  theie  men  are  now  sold  into 
tkftuj  MDoagsi  bessta !  I  codd  hardly  hold  weeping 
vbea  I  hood  the  petition.  .  ,  .  Our  ancestors  left  us 
free  men*  If  ve  have  fought  our  sou^  into  itlavery,  wc 
■c  of  afl  moi  most  miserable."  "  I  do  much  approve  of 
thai  geot]eman*e  tender-heartedness/'  said  Sir  George 
Booth  i  "  but  he  may  remember  how,  in  the  Loug  Farlia- 
■MOty  two  or  three  thousand  Protestants  were  sent  to  the 
DMbodiws  against  their  consent."  At  this  poigniiut  re- 
oaBectiaii,  the  Republican  was  silent.  It  was  hard  in- 
deed to  find  the  charge  he  brought  against  his  enemies 
Bict  fay  a  sinular  chaise  against  himself.' 

The  Hotise  adjouroed  witboui  coming  to  a  vote  on  the 
matter.  Five  days  afterwards,  on  the  30th  of  Man* k 
Thniioe  revived  the  question  ;  and  after  entering  into  long 
details  in  reference  to  the  petitioner,  Rowland  Thomas, 
which  made  it  evident  that  he  was  a  desperate  conspirator 
in  favour  of  Charles  Stuart,  he  succeeded  in  inducing  the 
House  to  give  authonty  to  the  Speaker  to  arrest  him. 
Bat  he  was  no  longer  to  be  found  at  the  door  of  the 
Hoose,  where  he  bad  more  than  once  boldly  preseuted 
himself;  and  there  is  every  reasiin  to  believe  that  search 
'  BnrtonV  Diarr,  toL  iw.  pp.  3*13-273. 
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was  not  made  for  him  elsewhere.  The  Cromwclhans  cu- 
deavourcdj  but  in  vain,  to  persuade  the  House  to  adopt 
more  rigorous  measures  against  their  enemies ;  the  ma- 
jority of  the  members  were  wearied  and  grieved  by  all 
they  had  heard,  and  eager  to  put  an  end  to  a  debate 
which  had  tended  only  to  redouble  party  antipathies  and 
render  the  Government  unpopular,  while  it  had  brought 
the  army  a  step  nearer  to  a  ruptme  M'ith  the  Parliament.* 
Before  a  fortnight  hnd  elapsed,  however,  a  trcsh  iucident 
occurred  which  irreparably  widened  the  breach.  Major- 
General  Butler^  one  of  the  roughest  and  most  devoted  of 
Cromwell's  soldiers,  had,  duriug  the  preceding  year,  com- 
mitted some  most  bnitally  illegal  acts  in  Northampton- 
shire ;,  not,  as  it  would  appear,  with  any  view  to  pei^sonnl 
profit,  but  his  natm*al  violence  of  character,  or  the  in- 
toxicatiou  produced  in  a  vulgar  miud  by  the  possession  of 
power,  had  led  him  utterly  to  set  at  nought  all  private 
rights  and  civil  authorities,  aud  to  take  pleasure,  when  his 
master's  service  required,  hi  braving  the  laws  and  wreak- 
ing vengeance  on  his  enemies.  As  soon  as  Cromwell  was 
dead,  petitions  were  sent  in,  complaining  of  Butler's  ty- 
rannical conduct ;  and  the  Committee  of  Grievances,  be- 
fore presenting  their  report  to  the  House,  summoned  the 
Major-Gcneral  before  them,  that  they  might  hear  his  ex- 
planations. Butler,  far  from  attempting  to  excuse  what 
he  had  done,  arrogantly  justified  his  proceedings,  "  He 
had  acted/'  he  said,  '*  in  virtue  of  n  letter  from  his  late 
Highness  commanding  him  so  to  do  ;  he  had  merely  done 
his  duty,  and  would  do  it  again  if  aecessary."     When 

^  Burton's  Dinry,  vol.  iv.  pp,  301-308  j  Conuuoiu'  Jouruab,  vol.  vii 
p.  G22. 


tiic  report  was  presented  to  the  House,  it  created  great 
cifitrment;  several  members  demanded  that  Butler 
ibmld  be  removed  from  tbe  commission  of  the  peace,  and 
dedued  incapable  of  holding  any  ci\il  or  military  office. 
"  I  aaore  that  be  be  not  only  put  ont  of  civO  and  military 
oCoea,"  wid  Cdonel  White,  "  but  also  that  a  chai^  be 
drawn  up  aguost  bitn,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  his  of- 
fince  wiD  bear:  tbe  oSence  of  Lord  Straford  was  not 
so  bigb.  For  him  in  that  insolent  manner  to  tell  you,  in 
Uik  Hooae,  that  he  would  not  dispute  what«:ver  the 
CUcf  MsgistTate  ordered  him  to  do!  He  had  acted 
Inil^dj  in  tbe  point  of  decimation,  and  had  tndemnit}'  for 
it  thtougb  great  mercy.  To  offend  again  is  an  abuse  of 
your  ttmdemess  for  him.*'  Several  officers  attempted  to 
defet>d  tbeir  comrade.  "  A  soldier/'  said  Sir  Anthony 
Horgan,  "  by  the  martial  law,  is  not  to  dispute  tlie  orders 
of  bis  superior  officers.  I  declare  myself  against  the 
Major-Generals  and  arbitrary  power ;  I  hope  never  to 
ux  such  thitigs  done  Bgean ;  but  we  must  distinguish  be- 
tween times;  nothing  done  since  1642  is  questioned.  I 
wocdd  have  no  retrospect,  but  look  forward."  Major- 
Geneni  Kelseyaaid  that  to  puuish  Butler  woidd  be  a  re- 
flection on  his  late  Highness,  who  had  very  great  influ* 
enoe  over  him  ;  but  tbe  indignant  House  would  hardly 
fotCD  to  Butler's  defenders.  "  He  is  said  to  have  of- 
foMfed  in  a  militar}'  capacity/*  exclaimed  Coloucl  White ; 
''if  so,  the  military  capacity  has  committed  a  rape  on  the 
civil/*  "  I  hear  much  that  Cavaliers  are  in  town/*  said 
Lord  Falkland :  *'  I  wish  there  be  not  Cavaliers  amongst 
ns,  that  strive  to  make  onr  friends  CavaUers/'  The 
House  almost  nnanimou^lv  reeved  that  the  acts  to  which 
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the  petitions  referred  were  illegnl  and  unjust,  and  ordered 
that  the  coniplainante  should  have  immediate  redress ; 
mid  it  was  further  resolved  that  Major-General  Butler 
should  be  removed  from  the  commission  of  the  peace. 
But  the  Opposition  was  not  yet  satisfied,  and  insisted  that 
he  should  be  deprived  of  all  military  command.  '*  It  ia 
his  liveliliood,"  urged  his  friends ;  **  therefore  hear  him 
before  you  pass  this  sentence  upon  liim."  Thurloe,  who 
felt  deep  interest  in  Butler,  considered  that  it  was  now 
time  for  him  to  interlVre :  "  1  think  the  gentleman  to 
be  a  man  of  worth."  he  said ;  '*  and  having  this  severe 
sentence  to  be  put  upon  him,  I  could  not  but  speak  my 
thoughts.  To  disable  him  from  all  employment  is  the 
highest  sentence  next  to  life,  and  you  do  this  unheard. 
I  understand  it  is  for  executing  his  liigliness's  commands, 
tlirough  ZGid  for  your  safety,  that  he  is  accused.  What 
he  did  was  upon  occasion  of  an  insurrection,  to  be  made 
in  this  town  and  several  parts  of  England.  Major-General 
Butler  got  no  profit  by  it.  He  has  served  you  faithfully^ 
and  honestly,  and  valiantly.  I  desire  that  he  may  bo 
heard  before  you  pass  this  severe  sentence  upon  him." 
"  To  disable  him  from  all  employment  is  not  the  highest 
punislinicut  on  this  side  death,"  exclaimed  Mr.  Charltonj 
"  sending  one  to  Jamaica  or  Barbadoes  is  much  more." 
But  though  the  debate  was  marked  by  many  outbreaks 
of  ]>assion,  it  was  no  less  characterized  by  great  irresolu- 
tion ;  the  House  wished  to  do  an  act  of  justice^  which 
might  serve  as  an  example  to  future  evildoers,  but  which 
it  felt  would  involve  it  in  imminent  peril  It  finally  re- 
solved that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  "  to  draw  up 
an  impeachment   against  Major-UencrnI   Butler,  and   to 
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'  of  a  ooune  how  to  proceed  judicially  Against  him, 
tad  "g^t— '  other  delinqueDts  ;*'  and  a  committee,  con- 
■Mting  of  fifly-six  members,  was  immediately  appointed 
wad  imrested  with  the  necsassary  powers  for  making  the 
rtficlesi  and  most  complete  inquiries  into  the  matter.' 

Of  ftD  the  mea&ures  which  it  was  possible  for  the  House 
to  hsFe  adopted  under  the  circamstances^  this  was  perhaps 
the  iBOct  dangeroos,  for  it  was  a  threat  rather  than  a  blow, 
and  m  thpeai  directed  not  only  against  Major-General 
Butler,  but  agaimt  all  the  ofEcers  who  had  starved  Crom- 
well and  his  tyranny.  The  reaction  against  the  existing 
Govemmeut  became  more  and  more  decided ;  the  conflict 

Ibetveen  the  HoQ«e  of  Commons  and  the  army  was  al- 
ready flagraot.  The  Prettbyterians,  who  were  numerous 
and  powerful  in  the  House,  induced  it  to  adopt  reaolu- 
(ioDS  wbkh  excited  additional  animosities  against  it.  It 
ofduned  that  the  Acts  which  prohibited  the  use  of  the 

I  Ihorgy  and  ritual  of  the  Church  of  England  should  be 
pat  ID  execution ;  and  it  appointed  a  sub-committee  of 

I  two  of  its  members  to  take  iuto  considemtion  the  best 
of  suppressing  all  meetings  of  Papists,  Quakers, 
Aoti-TrinitananK,  and  Jews.  Nor  were  the  freethinkers 
treated  nith  more  forbearance  than  the  sectaries.  The 
Kpublkan  Neville  had  been  heard  to  express  some  very 

I  tmortbodot  and  disrespectful  opinions  in  regard  ^  reli- 
-,  amoug  other  things  he  was  accused  of  liaving  said 
lie  was  more  affected  by  reading  Cicero  than  l>y 

Ifcading  the  Bible  ;  he  was  accordingly  denounced  to  the 


i'  Jomnali,  vol.  rii.  pp.  636.  (^7  ;  Burton's  Dtary,  roL  W. 
ffp.  «»-4IS;  dwendon's  State  Pvpfri.  vol.  ia.  p.  454;  Letter  from 
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House  as  an  atheist  and  blasphemer,  and  his  friends  had 
great  difficulty  in  obtaining  that  the  charge  should  not 
be  proceeded  \vith.  It  was  proposed  that  a  day  should 
be  set  apart  for  public  fasting  and  humiliation  throngh- 
iiut  the  three  nations,  to  implore  tlie  pardon  of  God  on 
account  of  the  schisms,  heresies^  and  blasphemies^  "  for 
which  the  land  mourned,"  and  of  the  remissness  and 
connivance  of  the  civil  magistrates,  whereby  "those  abo- 
minations  were  made  the  more  national."  The  declara- 
tion ordainnig  tliis  fast  gave  rise  to  a  long  and  animated 
debate,  in  which  were  revived  all  the  dissensions,  preten- 
sions, and  appreheusions  of  all  the  churches  and  sects  on 
which  Cromwell  had  sternly  imposed  silence  and  mutual 
toleration.  Religious  excitement  was  again  added  to  po- 
litical antagonism,  and  liberty  of  conscience  was  imperilled 
as  well  as  the  revolution.  "  Dissension  now  grows  very 
warm  among  our  enemies/'  wrote  Mordannt  to  Hyde,  on 
the  14th  of  April;  "and  we  believe  nothing  can  settle 
them  but  some  i-ash  attemjit  from  us.  Here  are  some 
too  forward  for  action,  but  you  may  be  sure  three  king- 
doms lire  too  considerable:  to  venture  upon  a  shght  ac- 
count; and  therefore  I  do  all  I  can  to  quiet  them."' 

In  common  with  Mordaunt,  Thurloc  believed  that  con- 
spiracies and  insurrections  on  the  part  of  the  Cavaliers 
could  alone  save  the  government  of  the  Protector  \  and 
Eis  he  was  as  free  from  scruples  as  from  illusions,  he 
mwde  every  effort  not  only  to  spread  the  belief  that  such 
plots  were  imminent,  but  actually  to  encourage  them, 

I  Biirtoa'ii  Difiry.  vol.  iii.  pp.  403,  296-306,  &01,  to!,  iv.  pp.  300. 
^28-3-111  i  Comiuouu'  JouraaJs,  vol.  vii.  pp.  112*^625  ^  Clarendon'*  Slal** 
Pdpcrii.  vnl.  lit.  pp.  loif,  -tol. 
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"^  It  H  the  design  of  TbuHoe  to  make  a  plot/'  wrote  one 
ai  Us  emissanes  to  Hyde,  on  the  13tli  of  April;  ''to  that 
|Wpo»e  be  is  turning  every  stone*  and  pretenda  to  the 
Haaat  a  great  design ;  that  many  officers  of  the  King's 
me  come  over,  and  in  London  at  least  two  hundred, 
aid  vilbai  he  pres&eth  lo  have  all  the  King's  party  ba- 
nidifid  firom  London.  1  confess  it  faik  out  veiy  unlucky 
tint  to  many  are  come  over ;  though  want  of  bread  is 
the  cause,  yet  in  their  cups  here  they  do  mischief  enough 
with  their  tongues.  My  Lord,  it  b  the  sense  of  all  the 
Sjng's  party  here  to  be  close ;  and  it  is  not  qu^tioned 
ai  aD  but  we  shall  have  an  opportimity  put  into  our 
hands,  which  I  hope  will  be  well  maufi^d  to  bis  Ma- 
jcs^s  advantage/'  The  Royalists  remained  quiet,  watch- 
ing their  opportunity ;  and  Thurloe  could  find  no  mate- 
rials for  the  plot  which  he  so  much  needed.' 

Between  the  antagonistic  fermentation  of  the  Repub- 
lican par^>  and  the  equally  hostile  tranquillity  of  the 
Bograliata,  Richard's  perplexity  was  extreme.     Sociable 
and  easy  in  disposition,  and  detesting  all  effort  and  con- 
flicty  hiu  desired  to  hve  on  &Lendly  terms^  or  at  least  at 
peace,  with  all  with  whom  he  was  brought  in  contact, 
and  be  made  it  his  endeavour  to  attract  or  retain  them 
near  his  person,  by  sympathizing  with  their  views   or 
liatening  to  their  coonscLs.     His  moderation  of  mind  and 
urbanity  of  character  had  won  for  him  the  KeaJous  affec- 
tion of  many  of  hi»  father'^  oldest  atid  best  friends,  and 
more  particularly  of  Pierrepoint  and  St.  John.     "■  Though 
Du  will  not  believe  it,"  wrote  Broderick  to  Hyde, 


*  Ckra>4ti»V  Httlc  V^pen,  vul.  lii.  pp.  136.  157 ;  Letter  from  Bor- 
to  Maurm.  Aiiril  TtS.  1659.    Svc  Arraitmx. 
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Oil  the  18th  of  March,  **  they  really  are  more  affectionate 
to  the  preseut  than  the  late  Protector,  whose  temper  so 
differed  from  theirs  that  it  was  usually  averse  to  the  de- 
liberate caution  they  advised,  running  hazards  they  trem- 
bled to  think  of,  upon  a  sudden  violent  auggestiou,  of 
which  they  could  give  themselves  no  account, — whicli 
precipices  this  young  Prince  doth  prudently  as  well  as 
naturally  avoid,  and  is  thereby  rendered  more  agreeable 
to  those  wary  statesmen.'*  And  as  Richard  behaved  to 
the  friends  of  his  father^  so  he  also  treated  his  own  com- 
panions j  his  aristocratic  tastes,  the  associations  of  his 
youth,  and  the  kind  offices  which  he  constantly  rendered 
them,  had  led  him  to  live  on  terms  of  almost  familiar 
friendship  with  many  Cavaliers ;  so  that  they  were  firmly 
I>er8Uaded  that  in  his  heart  he  desired  the  restoration  of 
the  King,  and  would  willingly  concur  in  effecting  it,  if  his 
most  trusted  advisers,  Thurloe  and  St.  John,  could  be 
induced  to  consent  to  it.  Letters  iunuinerablc  were  sent 
to  Chai'les  II.  and  to  Hyde,  to  inspire  them  with  equal 
confidence  in  the  young  Protector's  royalisni,  and  to  urge 
them  by  indirect  means  to  cncournge  such  favourable  ten- 
dencies. But  neither  the  King  nor  his  Chancellor  put 
any  faith  in  these  reports ;  and  they  were  right,  for  at 
the  same  tinie^  Hemy  Cromwell  thus  wrote  to  Thurloe  : 
**My  opinion  is,  that  any  extreme  is  more  tolerable  than 
returning  to  Chaj'Ics  Stuart.  Other  disasters  arc  tempo- 
rary, and  may  be  mended :  those  not.  I  know  you  are 
of  the  same  opinion."  Richard  also  c^jncurred  in  this 
view ;  but  from  carelessness  or  calculation,  he  fostered  the 
illusions  of  the  Royalists,  in  the  hope  of  thereby  gain- 
ing some  snpport  under  the  difficulties  which  beset  his 
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gonamncnt,  and  perhaps  also  some  alleviation  of  the 
oxiseqiienocs  of  a  fall  which  he  was  now  more  and  more 
tacfined  to'hnticipate.^ 

Hi*  demeanour  in  regard  to  the  Republicans  was 
more  sincere  nor  more  straightforward  ^  he  re- 
Chem  with  antipathVi  fu^d  had  nothing  to  expect 
from  tbem  bat  harassment,  humiliation,  and  hostility. 
BctveeD  htm  and  them  there  was  ever  raging  a  secret 
riralry^  ao  uDseeti  struggle  for  the  sovereignty.  Richard 
could  command  an  almost  certain  majority  against  them 
in  the  House  of  Commons ;  but  even  when  vanquished^ 
they  continued  as  intractable,  arrogant,  and  captions  as 
evrr ;  and  he  was  forced  to  submit  in  silence  to  their 
pftteoakms  and  attacks,  so  long  a»  their  pretensions  re- 
mained barren  and  their  attacks  were  not  mortal.  On 
the  5tJ]  of  April,  just  after  the  House  of  Commons  had 
agreed  to  the  declaration  ordaining  a  day  of  public  fast- 
ing and  prayer,  Hafilerig  abruptly  addressed  the  Speaker; 
**  1  have  heard  by  report,"  he  said,  "  that  since  you  were 
Sfiesker  you  have  been  at  Court,  which  you  ought  not  to 
have  done.  You  are  the  greatest  man  in  England.  ,  .  , 
AU  the  Home  ought  to  attend  you  when  you  go."  This 
spetich  was  received  with  tumultuous  surprise.  "  That 
^entieman  has  been  at  diimer,'*  said  Mr.  Swinfen^  '^  haply 
be  bos  heard  this  report  there.  This  is  a  baiting  you 
with  questioas,  which  b  not  for  the  honour  of  thb  House, 
to  cast  reproach  upon  you  by  those  questions  ;  I  would 
have  you  give  no  answer.     I  have  never  been  nt  Court 

■  CluvDdoD't  StKte  Papen,  rol.  iii.  pp.  44(^4-12,  444,  4-1.3,  15'2.  i6l ; 
TVuIm'*  State  FspeTF.  rot.  Tii.  j*.  635  ;  NqUW  h  Aic-iuain  of  tbo  Pro- 
tartoff*]  noaae  of  CromwcU,  tvI.  i.  p.  ISO. 
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tnysclf.  I  know  not  the  Protector ;  but  I  know  that  you 
might  go  to  Court  without  breach  of  privilege,"  A  de- 
bate arose  on  this  question,  some  affirujing  and  some 
denying  ihat  it  was  customary  for  the  Sjieaker  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  go  to  Court ;  precedents  were 
quoted  in  support  of  the  former  statement.  "  In  1654," 
said  Mr.  Bulkeley,  "  the  Speaker  was  at  Court  oftener  than 
ouce.  I  fear  those  that  go  least  to  Court  would  be  oftener 
there  if  the  gates  were  open.  Strangeness  breeds  en- 
mity. I  came  to  bring  court  and  country  together," 
Neville  and  Vane  attempted  to  defend,  or  at  least  to  ex- 
cuse, the  conduct  of  Haslerig,  The  Speaker  volunteered 
an  explanation,  but  wa§  not  allowed  to  make  it,  and  the 
subject  was  dropped  without  further  result.  But  the 
House,  wliile  repudiating  Haslerig's  virulence,  permitted 
him  to  vent  it ;  and  Richard  was  not  regarded  with  suf- 
ficient respect  or  suQicient  fear  to  render  such  outbreaks 
impossible.^ 

In  the  army,  he  possessed,  or  at  least  had  reason  to 
believe  he  possessed,  a  strong  party.  Aiuong  the  troops 
quartered  in  England,  eight  regiments,  some  of  them 
commanded  by  l)old  and  intelligent  officers,  such  ns 
Whalley,  Howard,  Ingoldsby,  and  Fauleonbridge,  were 
entirely  devoted  to  his  service.  The  army  of  Ireland, 
under  the  command  of  his  brother  Henry,  occasioned 
him  no  apprehensions.  Monk  ruled  the  army  in  Scotland 
with  u  firm  hand,  and  did  not  hesitate  to  answer  for  its 
obedience,  '*  I  am  sorry  to  hear,"  he  wrote  to  Thurloe. 
on  the  23nd  of  March,  '"  that  any  of  the  Scotch  officers 

''  Commoua'  Joumala^ToL  riv.  pp.  6254  0^  ;  Old  Farliamcatary  £Iu- 
tory,  vol.  xxi.  p.  310 ;  Burton's  Dinnt',  vol  jt.  pp.  33-1-350. 


THK    0AWS    OP    THE    BESTORAT10\\ 


im 


Aonkl  be  acting  to  diiiide  and  distract  you.  I  ooidd  wish 
joo  had  wnttco  to  me  the  names  of  them.  I  heard  of 
Colaod  Ashficld  and  my  Lieutenaiit'Cotonel  ]  if  there  be 
mj  more,  I  shall  desire  to  hear  their  names,  asid  t  shall 
write  U>  them.  If  they  were  here,  these  two  could  sig- 
oifj  bat  a  little,  as  little  as  any  two  officers  in  Scotland ; 
bat  1  could  wish  his  Highness  wonld  command  them 
away  to  their  cooimands,  which  T  think  would  be  the  beiit 
oooxse.  As  to  what  they  are  pleased  to  say,  that  the  rest 
of  the  forces  in  Scotland  are  of  their  opinions,  I  assure 
yoa  that  they  are  much  deceived ;  for  there  are  no  forces 
can  be  quieter  than  these  are,  and  they  shall  be  satisfied 
with  saything  his  Highness  and  Parliament  shall  settle." 
Lockhart  expressed  similar  confidence  in  the  troops 
which  formed  the  garrison  of  Dunkirk.  Richard  him- 
•df  WW  at  great  pains  to  please  the  soldiers;  he  held 
frcqoent  reviews^  and  manifested  the  utmost  anxiety  for 
their  welfare  and  for  the  Uqnidation  of  their  arrears  of 
pay.  Thufloe  made  continual  efforts  in  the  House  of 
Commons  to  obtain  the  payment  of  these  arrears ;'  and 
Uoauin  at  length  seut  him  word,  by  M.  de  Bordeaux,  that 
if  he  were  in  need  of  a:s3i*tance,  the  help  of  France  would 
not  be  denied  him.  But  all  these  means  of  streDgtb  and 
tacpnmaasi»  of  ^endship  failed  to  set  Richard  at  hi$  ease, 
and  be  was  right  not  to  trust  to  them,  A  strnnger  all 
hk  life  to  the  army,  he  exercised  no  influence  over  it,  and 
pOiKSsed  for  it  no  attraction ;  on  the  contrary,  his  opi- 
nions, aa&ociation;^,  and  manners  led  it  to  regard  him  with 
suspicion;  the  old  soldiers  did  not  recognize  liim  as  a 
cotumde ;  his  title  and  authority  were  displeasing  to  the 
'  On  Ui«  ftth  of  April.  IflSO,  wnong  oUier  fveiwions. 
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Republicans ;  the  austere  Puritans  chorgcd  liiui  witli  irre^ 
ligion  and  licentiousness ;  and  all  blamed  him  for  the 
partiality  and  favour  with  which  he  treated  the  Cavaliers. 
Richard  himself  more  than  once  fm-nishcd  some  ground 
for  these  accusations  by  the  disdainful  levity  with  which 
he  defended  himself  against  them :  on  one  occasion,  he 
summoned  to  Whitehall  a  subaltern  officer^  who  had  mur- 
mured against  some  promotions  which  he  had  made,  and 
having  ascertained  the  cause  of  his  complaints ;  "  Would 
you  have  me,"  said  he,  "prefer  none  but  the  godly? 
Here  is  Dick  Ingoldsby,  who  can  neither  pray  nor  preach ; 
yet  will  I  trust  hiui  before  ye  all."  Tlie  leading  malecou- 
tents  in  the  array,  the  ambitious  intriguers  of  WaUingford 
House,  Desborough,  Fleetwood,  Lambert,  Kelsey;  and 
Sydenham,  did  not  fail  to  turn  the  popidar  feeling  in  the 
regiments  to  their  own  advantage.  Moreover,  notwith- 
standing their  nnitual  fiuepicions  and  animosities,  they 
had  entered  into  secret  arrangements  with  some  of  the 
Republican  leaders  in  the  House  of  Commons,  with  Lml- 
low,  Scottj  and  even  Haslerig  and  Vane  j  their  revolu- 
tionary interests  united  them  in  spite  of  their  political  dif- 
ferences; and  in  their  common  hatred  of  Charles  Stuart, 
they  had  solemnly  agreed,  though  differing  with  regard 
to  the  constitution  of  the  government,  to  act  in  concert, 
if  necessary,  against  the  common  enemy.  Desborough 
was,  now  as  ever,  the  moat  troublesome  and  violent  of 
them  all  -,  availing  himself  of  the  privilege  of  near  relation- 
ship, he  pestered  the  Protector  by  turns  with  menaces 
and  ofTej^s  of  service,  now  declaring  that  the  army  would 
abandon  him  if  he  continued  to  treat  the  PaHiament  and 
the  Cavaliers  with  so  nmch  consideration,  and  anon  pro- 
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him  the  tirm  support  of  the  new  Mousse  of  Lords 
the  pretaisiaiis  of  the  House  of  Commons,  pro- 
he  would  abolish,  in  all  cases  and  for  ever,  tlie  titie 
f  LorAt  which  offimded  the  democratic  pride  of  the  fa- 
Bilieal  toldier.  It  is  said  that  lie  carried  his  intrigues 
e«CB  toto  the  litUe  choeeo  band  which  formed  the  Pro- 
tectar'a  guard,  and  that  he  was  better  infortaed  and  more 
powerfu],  in  the  palace  of  Whitehall,  than  Richard  Crom- 
wiell  himBelf.' 

Tins  stale  of  afiaiis  was  too  anomalous  not  to  be  tend- 
ing rapidly  towards  a  catastrophe.  Cromwell  had  been 
able,  thoagh  with  great  diflScuIty^  to  caress  and  raaltreat 
by  turns  the  revolution  which  he  had  effected,  and  the 
waaj  which  he  had  led  to  victory ;  whatever  ill-feeling 
tb^  mig^t  entertain  towards  him,  both,  in  the  hour  of 
danger,  oooJd  rely,  and  did  rely,  upon  him.  Whether 
Pariiaiuentahans  or  soldiers,  the  Revolutionaries  all  ac- 
cepted him  as  their  arbiter,  for  they  had  all  been  forced 
to  safamit  to  liim  as  their  master ;  but  Richard  had  no 
dnm  cither  on  the  party  which  had  overthrown  the  mon- 
aidty,  or  oii  tiiat  which  had  supported  the  Protectoral 
tyninny :  a  man  may  attain  to  power  mider  the  shadow 
ai  a  great  name,  but  that  name  will  not  enable  him  to 
exeidae  it ;  both  m  the  Parliament  and  in  the  army, 
Ridiard  met  with  a  strong  and  jealous  opposition,  whose 
paMkmate  attacks  were  directed  far  less  against  the  acfcs 
of  his  gorennnent,  than  against  the  constitutional  system 
of  which  he  was  the  hereditary  chief;  and  when,  aided  by 

•  HuDioe't  Sute  Fxpen,  roU  ni.  pp.  411,  460,  405,  566*  638;  Cl«- 
rmdon'B  State  Papers,  toI.  iii.  fi.  -i-H;  Ludlow's  Hpmoin.  p.  268; 
Banti'B  ffkUfty  of  His  Oirn  Time,  vol.  i.  pp.  l.^^laS;  Lctl«n»  from 
ITciiwii  III  TliTiiiiiiii   M&n4i  7  :tl>  lf;59.     Bee  Arrixoix. 
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the  npprehcnsioHs  of  the  moment  and  the  sen*ants  nf  his 
father,  he  triumphed  over  his  enemies,  he  had  gained  only 
a  fruitless  victory,  for  that  array  and  lliat  Parliament, 
among  whose  memhcrs  ho  had  obtained  a  majority,,  were 
engaged  in  mortal  warfare  with  each  other :  placed  be- 
tween the  two,  in  the  position  of  a  powerless  arbitrator, 
he  saw  the  day  inevitably  approaching  when  he  would 
fall  a  victim  to  the  blows  which  the  two  great  antagonists 
interchanged,  for  he  could  neither  reconcile  them,  nor 
choose  between  them,  without  danger  to  hi»usclf. 

Towards  the  end  of  March,  Fleetwood  and  Dcsborough 
waited  upon  the  Protector,  and,  with  the  air  of  anxious 
and  offended  friendsj  represented  to  him  the  extrcnie 
agitation  which  prevailed  in  the  army,  in  consequence 
of  the  non-payment  of  their  an-ears,  the  attacks  to  which 
their  officers  were  exposed,  and  the  triumphal  bearing  of 
the  Cavaliers  ;  and  by  dint  of  entreaties  and  threats,  they 
persuaded  him  to  authorize  the  convocation  of  a  general 
council  of  officers,  who  should  confer  with  the  Protector 
on  the  best  means  of  putting  an  end  to  the  distress  of 
the  troops,  and  of  securing  to  the  common  cause  those 
guarantees  which  were  essential  to  its  maintenance.' 

On  being  informed  of  this  unexpected  concession, 
which  had  been  made  without  their  knowledge,  the 
more  intimate  advisers  of  Richard,  Lord  Broghill  among 
others,  remonstrated  with  him  on  having  taken  so  impor- 
tant a  step  without  consulting  his  Council,  and  pointed 
out  the  dangerous  consequences  which  might  ensue  from 


'  Ludlow'a  Memoirs,  p.  269 ;  Oldmiion'a  History  of  the  Stuartc, 
p.  433  i  Momoe's  Life  of  Orrery,  prefixed  to  hia  StaU'  Letters,  vol.  i, 
p.  54;  Biograpkia  Bhtanuica,  rol,  ii.  p.  900. 
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il  to  his  person  and  government.     But  it  was  now  too 
laic  Co  retract :  in  the  early  part  of  April,  more  thaii  five 
himdred  officers  assembled  at  Wallingford  House,  and, 
■fter  ■olenm  prayer  by  Dr.  Owen,  began  their  dclibera- 
tioBi.    The  principal  officers  attached  to  the  Protector — 
Lard  How'ard,  who  commanded  his  guards  Lord  Faul- 
oonbridge,  his  brother-in-law,  and  Lord  Broghill — were 
jnacnt  ftt  this  meeting.    Desborough  made  a  long  speech, 
in  which  "he  pat  them  in  mind  how  gracious  the  ]j3rd 
hid  been  to  them,  and  how  their  arms  had  prospered, 
thoBgh  he  feared  this  prosperity  would  not  last  long, 
once  several  bods  of  Belial  had  crept  in  among  them, 
who,  in  all  probability,  would  draw  down  the  judgments 
oi  Heaven  upon  them ;  wherefore  he  thought  it  would 
be  convenient  to  purge  the  army  by  a  test,  which  every 
officer  should  take  or  be  cashiered ;  and  the  test  which 
he  proposed  was,  that  every  one  should  swear  that  he 
did  bcUeve  m  lus  conscience  that  the  putting  to  death  of 
the  late  King,  Charles  Stuart,  was  lawful  and  just."    This 
was  received  with  acclamations  by  most  of  the 
ibly;  but  Lord  Howard  and  Lord  Faidconbridge 
left  the  room  immediately,  either  in  indignation,  or  to 
ioJbrm  the  Protector  of  what  was  going  on.    Lord  Brog- 
hiO  remained,  and  boldly  expressed  his  dissent  &om 
Deeboroughs  proposition,     "1  am  not/'  he  said,  "of 
the  mne  opinion  with  the  noble  Lord  who  spoke  last, 
beii^  against  all  tests  put  upon  the  army,  as  things 
which  woold  enslave  tbera,  and  which  they  have  positively 
deebred  against.     If  they  once  put  tests  \ipon  them- 
seJ\'es,they  will  quickly  have  others  put  testa  upon  them  ; 
and  will  consequently  lose  their  Uberty  of  conscience*  for 
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which  they  have  so  often  fought.  I  am  in  particular 
against  the  test  proposed,  because  it  is  unjust  and  un* 
reasonable  to  require  men  to  swear  to  the  lawfulness  of 
that  which  they  were  not  present  at ;  many  besides  my- 
self were  not  present  when  the  late  King  was  tried  and 
put  to  death,  and  how  can  they  swear  that  what  they  did 
not  and  could  not  know  was  just  and  lawful?  But  if 
you  will  have  a  test  to  purge  the  army,  I  think  I  have  as 
good  a  right  to  propose  one  as  any  other  man ;  and  I 
shaU  therefore  take  the  liberty  to  propose,  That  all  shall 
be  turned  out  of  the  army  that  will  not  swear  to  defend 
the  Government  as  it  is  now  established  under  the  Pro- 
tector and  Parliament.  I  again  declare  I  am  against  all 
tests,  and  for  the  continuance  of  the  liberty  of  the  army; 
but  if  you  will  have  a  test,  I  am  for  this.  This  is  rea- 
sonable, because  your  being  depends  upon  it;  and  law- 
ful, because  it  is  to  maintain  that  authority  by  which  you 
sit.  If  you  will  not  pass  it  here,  or  do  pass  the  other,  I 
will  move  for  this  test  tomorrow  in  Parliament,  where  I 
am  confident  it  will  pass/'* 

Lord  Braghill  had  not  raiscalculated  the  effect  of  his 
speech ;  many  officers  shared  in  his  repugnance  to  all 
tests,  and  many  others,  notwithstanding  their  repubUcan- 
iam^  were  by  no  means  dcsirona  to  associate  themselves 
with  the  regicides.  "Whalley  and  Goffe,  between  whom 
Lord  Broghill  had  been  sitting,  warmly  aujjported  his 
views,  and  Desborongh,  perceiving  that  his  proposition 
was  likely  to  be  rejected,  withdrew  it.    It  was  succeeded 


'  Ludlow*s  Mpmoire,  p,  269  ;  Oldmiaon'a  History  of  the  Stuarte,  p. 
43:2  J  Biographin  Britannita,  vol.  ii.  p.  900 ;  MorriL'c's  Life  of  Orrery, 
Vol.  i,  pp.  65,  56. 
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^^ff  oCher  motious  of  a  less  opeoly  destructive  character, 
f  tlMMigfa  atill  fraught  with  danger  to  the  Protector.  The 
CoQiicU  agiia  expredsed  ita  desire  that  the  command  of 
tbe  anny  might  be  separated  from  the  ci\il  power,  and 
CDtnuted  to  men  of  experience  in  war  uud  possessing  the 
eovfideBce  of  the  troops.  These  resolutions  were  embo< 
died  in  a  "  Hamble  Representation  and  Petition  of  the 
CMBoeis  of  the  Armies  of  England,  Scothmdj  and  Ire- 
knd."  which  was  solemnly  presented  to  the  Frotectorj 
on  the  6th  of  April,  in  one  of  the  public  rooms  of  an- 
dknoe  at  Whitehalt.  Richard  r^^eived  it  without  any 
mark  of  displeasure,  and  conversed  affectionately  with 
the  officers  who  presented  it,  "using  many  expressions 
of  teadernees  and  endearment  to  them,  m  the  old  friends 
of  his  renowned  father^  and  the  faithful  servants  of  the 
public  interests  of  the  natioD,  in  the  maintenance  of 
width  he  was  resolved  to  live  and  die  with  them."  "  In 
a  wotd,"  8^8  the  official  newspaper  of  that  evenings  *'  so 
great  a  satisfaction  appeared  on  either  side  at  this  meet- 
ing, that  it  speaks  nothing  less  than  a  vigorous  asserting 
of  the  present  Government,  to  the  terror  and  confusion 
of  the  common  enemy/*  ^ 

In  critical  conjunctures,  no  falsehood  can  be  invented 
for  the  purpose  of  eaving  appe^ances,  which  men  will 
not  readily  adopt,  provided  that  it  furnishes  some  fdlevia- 
tioD  to  thdr  apprehensions.  The  Humble  Representa- 
tion of  the  officers  was  moderate  in  its  tone,  and  disre- 
.•spectiul  neither  to  the  Protector  nor  to  the  Parliament ; 

*  WlntdMke'i  UcmonAlA,  p.  B77 ;  Burton's  Diarjr,  toI.  It.  p.  36L ; 
nUt^tfiMH'm  fiigtorj  of  the  Stuarts,  p.  432 ;  Mercuriu^  Politinu,  No. 
Kt :  haSkm't  Hpmoint.  p.  Mi. 
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in  reality,  however,  it  contained  all  that  Desborough  had 
proposed  to  obtain  by  means  of  the  oath  which  he  had 
suggested,  for  it  demanded  that  the  good  old  cause  should 
be  publicly  asserted ,  and  aU  proceedings  in  prosecution 
and  maintenance  of  it  justified  and  confirmed,  and  that 
present  aeciurity  should  be  afforded  to  all  who  were  en- 
gaged in  its  defence ;  but  it  was  couched  in  vague  and 
general  terms,  which  disguised  the  meaning  it  was  in- 
tended to  convey.  Two  days  after  its  presentation  to 
him,  Richard  forwarded  it,  T^ith  a  letter  from  himself,  to 
the  House  of  Commons^  vv'ho  appeared  to  receive  it  with 
indifference,  as  a  matter  with  which  they  were  already  ac- 
quainted, and  probably  hoped  that  it  woidd  prove  an 
empty  demonstration,  which  might  be  allowed  to  pass 
unnoticed.  But  this  illusion,  though  entertained  by  some, 
was  speedily  dispelled ;  the  Humble  Representation  was 
immediately  printed  and  widely  circulated ;  a  large  num- 
ber of  subaltern  officers  and  soldiers,  among  others  those 
of  the  late  Colonel  Fride*s  regiment,  supported  it  by  pe- 
titions expressed  in  far  more  explicit  language,  and  ad- 
dressed to  Fleetwood  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army. 
"  Because  our  consciences  bear  us  witness,"  they  said» 
"that  we  dipped  our  hands  in  blood  in  that  cause,  and 
the  blood  of  many  thousands  hath  been  shed  by  our  im- 
mediate hands,  under  your  command,  in  that  quarrel,  we 
are  amazed  to  think  of  the  account  that  we  must  render 
at  the  great  and  terrible  day  of  the  Lord,  if,  by  your 
silence,  the  freedom  of  those  nations  should  be  lost,  and 
returned  into  the  hands  of  that  family,  which  God  hath 
so  eminently  appeared  against  in  his  many  signal  pro- 
vidences, little  less  tlum  miracles,"     Thtsy  therefore  de- 
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themsdves  readj^  as  in  times  past,  to  nsk  their 
vr  the  good  old  cause,  either  against  "  the  old  Ca- 
fiBer  party,  or  any  other  party  which  shall  endeavour  to 
brbg  as  into  the  like  thraldom  and  bondage."  Petitions 
from  Qoakers  and  other  sectaries  were  added  to  those 
6qoi  the  acJdicry.  Two  aldermen^  and  some  officers  of 
the  City  train-bands,  succeeded,  with  considerable  diffi- 
adty,  in  getting  up  a  similar  address  from  the  metropolis. 
Tile  general  council  of  officers  continued  to  meet,  and 
to  invoke  the  Divine  blessing  on  its  proceedings;  po- 
pular preachers,  among  whom  were  some  of  Cromwell's 
inrottrite  chaplains,  conducted  these  devotional  services. 
In  ft  word»  there  prevailed,  around  the  Protector  and  the 
House  of  Commons,  with  a  view  to  control  them  either 
hf  entho«igm  or  fear,  a  movement  limited  in  the  number 
of  its  svipporters,  and  sustained  by  painful  efforts^  but 
•efioos  and  ardent  in  its  character,  and  conducted  by  men 
who  were  ready  to  adopt  extreme  resolutions  in  order  to 
escape  an  extreme  danger.' 

The  House  eotdd  not  long  mistake  the  object  of  this 
iiKiTemeut,and  a^r  ten  days  had  passed  in  a  silence  which 
betokened  greater  patience  than  prudence,  it  resolved 
firmly  to  meet  these  attacks.  On  the  1  Bth  of  April  there 
wss  a  laige  attendance  of  members,  all  in  a  state  of  high 
excitement.     It  was  resolved  that  no  one  should  be  al- 

*  OomibOiu'  Jonm&Li.  rol.  tu.  pp.  631,  632 1  Old  PuliameDtaij  Hu' 
tery,  To4.  zxl.  pp.  330-345 ;  Whitelocke'e  Kemorub.  p.  077  i  BurUm'a 
I>Hrf,  ToL  it.  pp.  369-379,  3S8;  CkrendoiL'B  Hivtory  of  the  B«bcUioa, 
vol,  ni.  p.  30S ;  Ckrendoii's  State  Papers,  vol.  iiL  p.  451 ;  Hfaiii's  Chio* 
wdtf,  p.  7ft3 ;  Bkker^ft  Chrotiicle,  p.  697  ;  Hairw'B  Life  of  Charlea  II., 
p.  909;  OUnboa'v  Hktory  of  tbe  Stu&rt«,  p,  432 :  Ech&rd's  History  of 
ir^kiri  voL  iL  p.  437 ;  Bordeaux  to  Muarin.  AprU  17-24^SS,  16&&. 
8w  \ms  Dix- 
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lowed  to  leave  the  House  without  permission  from  the 
Speaker.  "  You  have  been  a  long  time  talking  of  three 
Estates,"  said  Lord  Falkland ;  '*  there  is  a  fourth  which, 
if  not  well  looked  to,  will  turn  us  all  out-of-doors."  Sir 
Robert  Pye  proposed  that,  during  the  session  of  Farlia- 
meut,  no  general  council  of  officers  should  meet,  **  with- 
out the  direction,  leave,  and  authority  of  his  Highness 
the  Lord  Protector  and  both  Houses  of  Parliament." 
Tliis  proposition  was  received  with  great  demonstrations 
of  approval  ^  but,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  who  were  not 
well  acquainted  with  the  sudden  shiftings  and  secret  in- 
trigues of  party  tactics,  the  TLepublican  leaders,  usually 
so  jealous  of  the  power  and  privileges  of  Parhament^ 
Haslcrig,  Scott,  Ludlow,  and  even  Vane  himself,  raised 
objections  to  the  motion.  **  Be  very  wary  of  proceeding 
suddenly,"  they  saidj  "this  diffidence  of  your  friends 
ought  to  be  avoided.  Take  heed  you  take  not  the  thorn 
out  of  another's  foot  and  put  it  iu  your  own:  it  can 
never  be  policy  to  distrust  those  you  are  obliged  to  trust." 
Scott  spoke  still  more  explicitly  :  "  Disperse  the  officers," 
he  said,  "and  you  will  keep  the  Cavaliers  together." 
This  was  the  secret  motive  of  the  opposition  of  the  Re- 
publican leaders ;  alarmed  at  the  progress  made  by  the 
Royalists,  their  revolutionary  apprehensions  overcame 
theu'  zeal  for  the  independence  of  the  Parliament,  and 
they  had  entered  into  a  secret  compact  with  the  leaders 
of  the  army,  preferring  the  prospect  of  submission  to  mi- 
litary rule,  to  that  of  Charles  Stuart^s  restoration.  But 
the  House  shared  neither  in  their  aversion  to  monarchical 
government,  nor  in  theu'  dread  of  its  re-establishment ; 
composed  for  the  most  part  of  Presbyterians  who  were 
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■ore  or  leas  fiiroorable  to  the  King,  aad  of  uew  men  over 
wham  the  personal  interests  of  the  old  parties  had  no 
it  resolved  to  defend  its  honour  and  its  rights, 
of  the  consequences  which  might  ensue  from 
L  resistance.  It  voted,  in  the  first  pkce,  that  no  geQeml 
amDcfl  of  officers  should  be  held  without  the  permissioD 
of  the  Protector  and  both  Houses  of  Furliament ;  and 
Moondly,  that  no  pergon  should  hold  any  command  in 
IIk  army  or  navy,  unless  be  subscribed  an  engagement 
that  be  would  neither  disturb  nor  interrupt  the  free  meet* 
mgs  of  either  House  of  Parliament,  or  the  freedom  of 
tbeir  debates ;  and  it  further  resolved  that  these  votes 
shcttdd  be  immediately  communicated  to  the  other  Houee, 
and  iU  ooDCurrence  in  them  desired.  Having  thus  as- 
sented its  dignity,  if  not  secured  its  safety,  the  House 
proceeded  to  cx>Qsider  the  causes  which  had,  in  appear- 
ance at  least,  produced  this  discontent^  and  brought 
about  this  ciisLs ;  and  it  decided  that,  on  the  following 
day,  it  would  deliberate  on  the  means  of  satisfying  the 
arrearB  due  to  the  army  and  navy.  It  was  stated  that  a 
great  number  of  malignants,  Cavaliers  and  otbci^,  had 
leoently  made  their  appearance  in  London  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood ;  a  committee  of  twenty-nine  members  was  ap- 
pointed to  report  on  the  most  eSectuai  means  of  securing 
bis  Highness^  the  FarUament,  and  the  nation,  against 
their  designs.  C^tain  old  servants  of  the  Commonwealth 
had  expressed  anxiety  in  regard  to  their  safety ;  and  three 
eadDent  lawyers  were  directed  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a 
bill  for  indemnifying  them  against  any  fiiture  prosecution, 
OD  any  ground  whatsoever.  All  these  measures  wete  ra* 
pidly  resolved  upon,  at  the  same  sitting.     The  House, 
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while  defending  itself  against  their  attacks,  was  desirous 
to  deprive  its  eneoiies  of  all  pretext  for  their  accusations 
and  coniplflints.^ 

Wlien  these  resolutions  were  reported  at  Whitehall,  the 
Protector*B  advisers  endeavoured  to  induce  hira  to  emu- 
late the  firmness  which  the  House  had  displayed,  "  Join 
in  with  the  Parlianient/'  said  Lord  Broghill,  "and  dis- 
solve the  council  of  officers."  "How  shall  I  do  it?*' 
asked  Richard.  "  If  you  please,"  answered  Bi-oghill,  "  I 
will  draw  up  a  short  speech  for  you,  and  tomorrow 
morning  go  to  the  Council,  where,  after  an  hour's  sitting 
among  them,  you  must  stand  up  and  speak  it."  Richard 
consented,  and  on  the  following  day,  at  about  ten  o*clock, 
he  proceeded  to  Wallingford  House,  and  took  his  scat 
among  the  officers,  some  of  whom  were  pleased,  and 
others  made  anxious,  by  his  presence.  After  listening 
attentively  to  their  debates  for  about  an  hour,  he  sud- 
denly rose,  and  thus  addressed  them :  "  Gentlemen,  I 
accept  of  your  service  with  all  thankfulness.  I  have  con- 
sidered what  does  most  aggrieve  you,  and  think  the  best 
and  properest  way  to  redress  what  is  amiss  amongst  you, 
is  to  do  it  in  the  Parliament  now  sitting,  of  which  many 
of  you  are  members,  where  I  will  see  things  righted  ;  and 
I  therefore  declare  my  commission  for  holding  this  Council 
to  be  now  void,  and  the  Council  dissolved »  and  desire 
you  to  go  to  your  several  commands.*'^ 


'  Commons"  Journals.  toI.  rii,  pp.  6-4),  &i& ;  Old  Parliitmentjiry  Hta- 
tory,  vol.  ni.  p.  348  ;  Burtou'B  Diury,  vol.  ir,  pp,  448-W3  ;  Whitelm^fce, 
p.  677. 

*  Oldmixon's  Hiatory  of  the  Stuarte,  pp.  432,  433 ;  Morrice'a  Liie  of 
Orreiy,  vol.  i.  pp.  57,  68;  Biographia  Britannica,  vol.  ii.  p.  901 ;  Neal'a 
Hiaioty  of  the  Puritane,  vol.  ir.  p.  102. 
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Stuprised  and  irritated^  the  malecoatents  did  not  ven- 
ture openly  to  resdst  the  Protector,  and  withdrew ;  but 
diortfy  afterwards^  meetuig  Lord  BroghiU  in  the  House 
of  Lords,  in  the  course  of  a  debate  on  the  resolutions 
which  had  been  sent  up  to  them  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mgns,  several  of  the  officers^  looking  steadfastly  at  him^ 
bitterfy  complained  of  the  afiront  they  had  received^  and 
demaoded  that  an  address  should  be  presented  to  his 
Highness,  to  ascertain  who  it  was  that  had  advised  him 
to  dissolve  the  CouncO  of  War,  without  having  previously 
informed  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament  of  his  intention, 
aod  obtained  their  consent.     "At  the  same  time  this 
address  is  made/'  said  Lord  Broghill,  "  I  humbly  move 
thoe  may  be  also  another  address  to  know  who  advised 
the  osDing  of  a  Council  of  War  without  the  consent  or 
kncmledge  of  the  Parliament ;  for  if  he  be  guilty  who 
advised  the  dissolution  of  the  Council,  he  must  be  much 
moiB  gudty  who  advised  the  calling  it."   This  bold  frank- 
ness made  even  the  angriest  pause ;  perplexity  succeeded 
irritation ;  and  both  propositions  were  allowed  to  fall 
the  ground.     But  the  House  of  Lords  was  very  near 
ag  the  resolutions  of  the  Commons  abruptly,  and 
ritbout  discussing  Ihem ;  by  a  majority  of  one  vote  only, 
it  reaolved  to  take  them  into  consideration,  and  to  make 
[lown  its  answer  by  its  official  messengers.     The  Com- 
mons, meanwhile,  adopted  further  resolutions  which  con- 
ferred the  command  of  the  military  and  naval  forces  of 
the  country  on  the  Protector,  in  concert  with  the  Parlia- 
tDcnt,  and  authorized  him  to  cashier  or  supersede  any 
[Offieer  who  should  refiisc  to  obey  him.    The  crisis  hourly 
became  more  imminent;  all  parties  were  hurrying  for- 
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ward  to  the  catastrophe,  less  from  any  impatient  unwill- 
ingness to  wait,  than  from  the  utter  impossibility  of 
averting  iV 

NotwitUstandicg  the  orders  of  the  Protector  and  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  general  council  of  officers  still  con- 
tinued to  meet  at  Walhngford  House^  to  rally  their  forces 
and  mature  their  plans.  Dr.  Owen  repaired  thither  daily 
to  conduct  the  devotional  service  which  invariably  pre- 
ceded their  deliberations.  Another  of  Cromwell's  former 
chaplains.  Dr.  Manton.  who  held  more  moderate  opinions 
than  Owen,  went  there  one  day  rather  hte^  after  the  busi- 
ness of  the  meetmg  had  commenced,  and  heard  these 
words  as  he  stood  at  the  door :  "  He  mvist  down,  and  he 
shall  down."  Recognizmg  Owen's  voice,  demanding  the 
deposition  of  the  Protector,  Manton  withdrew  in  conster- 
nation, as  he  was  unwilling  to  associate  himself  with  such 
violent  designs.^ 

At  Whitehall^  on  the  other  hand^  the  officers  who  we 
devoted  to  Richard-^Lord  Faulcoubridge,  Lord  Howard^ 
Whalley,  Lord  Broghill,  Gotfe^  Ingotdsby,  and  others — 
gathered  around  him,  and  urged  him  to  take  his  enemies 
by  surprise.  "  It  is  time  to  look  about  you,"  said  Lord 
Howard ;  "  empire  and  command  are  not  now  the  ques- 
tion. Your  person,  your  life,  are  in  peril :  you  oj-e  the 
son  of  Cromwell,  show  yourself  worthy  to  be  his  son. 
This  business  requu*es  a  bold  stroke,  and  must  bo  sup- 
ported by  a  good  head.     Do  not  suiFer  yoursell'  to  be 

1  CommotLB*  Joum^,  vol.  vii.  p.  642 ;  Old  Parliamentary  Hiatoiy, 
vol.  uL  p.  349 ;  LutUow'a  Memoir*,  p.  269 1  Morris's  Life  of  Orrery, 
voL  u  p.  5ft  j  Letter  firom  Borduaus  to  Moaarin,  May  I.  IfioS,     Sco 

*  Noftl'fl  niatory  of  the  Punlatia,  vol.  iv.  p.  191  i  Beliquia?  Baitcriima?* 
p.  101. 
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dHated.  Fleetwood,  Lambert,  Desborough,  and  Vane 
ire  the  contrivers  of  all  tkis.  I  will  rid  you  of  them ;  do 
you  flUmd  by  me,  and  only  back  my  zeal  for  your  honour 
with  ycfur  name ;  my  bead  shall  answer  for  tbe  conse- 
qmaux"  Ingoldsby  added  liis  entreaties  to  those  of 
Howard,  and  offered  to  become  personally  responsible  for 
Lambert,  who  was  conaidered  their  most  dangeroos  ene* 
my.  Richard  was  racked  by  painful  perplexity.  "  I  have 
never  done  anybody  any  harm/'  he  said,  "  and  never  will ; 
I  will  not  have  a  drop  of  blood  spilt  for  the  preservation 
of  my  grealnesSf  which  is  a  burden  to  me."  Howard 
Indignantly  remonstrated  with  him  on  this  want  of  cou- 
nge:  "Do  you  think/*  he  asked^  "tliis  moderation  of 
joon  will  repair  the  wrong  your  family  has  committed 
by  its  elevation  ?  Everybody  knows  that  by  violence  your 
fdbu  procored  the  death  of  the  late  King,  and  kept  his 
sens  in  banishment :  mercy  in  the  present  state  of  affairs 
ia  muessonable.  Lay  aside  this  pusillanimity ;  every  mo- 
ment is  precious ;  your  enemies  gpeud  this  time  in  acting, 
which  we  waste  in  consulting."  But  Richard  was  not 
to  be  penmaded-  "  Talk  no  more  of  it/'  he  said,  "  my 
raotution  is  fixed.  I  am  thankful  for  your  friendsliip, 
but  violent  counsels  suit  not  with  me."  Howard  left 
Whilehd],  having  discharged  his  duty  as  a  loyal  servant 
to  the  Cromwell  family ;  and  now,  free  from  all  obligation 
towards  them,  he  devoted  his  energies,  in  concert  with 
^  Jjord  Broghill,  to  jireparing  the  way  for  the  restoration  of 
/haries  Stuart.^ 

'  ;7obl«'i  Memein  of  tlie  Protectotdl  Hoiiw  of  Cromwell.  foL  i. 
pp.  330,  sal  i  Oldmixon't  Hirtory  of  ihc  SiuarU,  pp.  133,  434  ;  Baker's 
CInwnoi*.  pp.  697, 699  i  He«Ua'»CbrDiUi-Ie,p.  7-Vi;  Whit<>tockir.  p.677. 
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Efforts  were  made  to  induce  Richard  himself  to  co- 
operate in  this  design ;  and  many  Cavaliera  still  hoped 
that  he  would  eventually  lend  his  assistance  to  the  pro- 
ject. Admiral  Montague,  who  commanded  the  fleet  in 
the  Baltic,  was,  it  was  asserted,  ready  and  willing  to  act. 
The  Danish  minister  in  London,  who  had  no  doubt  re- 
ceived instructions  from  his  master,  offered  his  services 
to  send  out  the  necessary  information  and  orders.  But 
Richard  refused  to  consent :  he  was  almost  as  honest  as 
he  was  weak  ;  and  though  a  Royalist  from  predilection,  he 
felt  as  much  repugnance  to  betray  the  cause  of  his  name, 
as  to  risk  a  conflict  in  support  of  his  own  position.' 

Foreseeing  the  extremities  to  which  he  would  soon  be 
reduced,  he  had  sent  a  messenger  into  Scotland  to  ascer- 
tain Monk's  intentions,  and  to  offer  to  settle  on  lura  an 
annual  income  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  if  he  would 
undertake  to  support  him  against  his  enemies.  But 
Monk,  whose  foresight  on  tins  occasion  was  greater  than 
his  avarice,  merely  repUed,  "  The  said  revenue  will  do 
Richard  more  good  than  my  sticking  to  him."' 

But  though  rejected  and  ineffectual,  these  bold  coun- 
sels, these  propositions  of  a  surprise,  and  these  overtures 
of  the  Cavaliers  to  the  Protector,  filled  the  officers  with 
apprehensive  anxiety.  Either  from  uncertainty  as  to  tlie 
disposition  of  a  part  of  the  army,  or  from  unwiUingncss 
to  maltreat  pubUcIy  the  son  of  their  master,  they  en- 
deavoured to  obtain  from  him,  without  any  violence,  an 
order  for  the  dissolution  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which 


'  Headi's  Chroaiclei,  p.  74>1. 
'  MS.   Journal  of  Adjmral  M^oatAgne, 
Charlca  II.,  p.  191. 
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»tbe  red  object  of  their  hostility  and  dread.     It  woutd 
even  >ppe&r  that,  on  the  20th  of  April,  they  were  still  in 
negodation  with  Thortoe  on  this  point ;  and  it  was  the 
general  opinion  that  Richard  would  yield.     "  I  am  still 
penoftded/'  wrote  Bordeaux  to  Mazarin  on  that  day, 
"  that  be  will  acquiesce  in  the  wishes  of  the  officers,  and 
that  he  will  prefer  this  course  to  suTrendering  himself  into 
the  hands  of  the  Parliament,  which  is  compo^d  of  men 
of  DO  great  stability,  who  would  abandon  him  in  case  of 
need,  and  many  of  whom  are  his  partisans  only  so  far  as 
they  believe  it  consistent  with  their  plans  for  the  restora- 
tion  of  the  King.     The  most  sensible  persons  here  are  of 
this  opioion/'     But  Richard,  like  all  weak  men,  was  de- 
sirous that  violence  sboiild  be  employed  upon  him,  that  he 
nd^  be  freed  from  responsibility.    As  thoy  could  not  per- 
suade him  to  carry  ont  their  views,  the  officers  resolved  to 
Ibfoe  matters  to  a  crisw  at  all  risks.     The  rumour  of  their 
determiBation  reached  Whitehall ;  it  was  even  feared  that 
an  attack  woidd  be  made  on  the  palace  on  the  following 
night.     Richard  sent  word  to  Fleetwood  that  he  wished 
to  see  him ;  the  messenger  returned  without  an  answer. 
Richard  then  ordered  some  of  his  guards  to  go  in  search  of 
the  Lieutenant-General ;  but  they  desired  to  be  excused. 
Meanwhile,  Fleetwood  proceeded  to  St,  James's  Palace, 
rhere  a  targe  number  of  officers  had  already  assembled. 
^Tbey  immediately  published  an  order  of  the  day,  sum- 
moning the  whole  army  to  rendezvous  at  St.  James's. 
A  counter-order  was  at  once  issued  from  Whitehall,  call- 
ing on  the  army  to  rally  round  the  Protector.     Colonel 
I  sent  tliis  order  to  his  regiment ;  but  his  Major  had 
\y  led  them  to  St.  James*s.     Of  Colonel  Ingoldsby's 
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six  troops  of  horse,  only  one  followed  liim  to  Wbitchall. 
Colonel  Whalley.  in  despair  at  the  desertion  of  his  men, 
begged  them  to  shoot  him ;  but  they  marched  off,  un- 
moved by  hia  entreaties.  Colonel  Hacker's  regiment  was 
drawn  up  near  Cheapside,  and  the  Protector  sent  orders 
for  it  to  march  forthwith  to  Whitehall ;  Hacker  replied 
that  he  had  instructiona  from  tlie  Licutenant-General  to 
remain  where  he  was.  Several  of  Richard's  own  guards 
deserted  him ;  and  those  who  remained  declared  that 
they  would  not  disobey  any  orders  that  might  be  sent  to 
them  from  head-quarters.  In  the  midst  of  this  univer- 
sal abandonment,  at  about  noon,  Desborough  arrived  at 
Whitehall ;  and,  with  his  usual  roughness,  declared  to 
Richard  that  if  he  would  dissolve  the  Parliamentj  the  of- 
ficers would  take  care  of  him  and  his  interests,  but  if  he 
refused  to  do  so,  they  would  do  it  without  him»  and  leave 
him  to  shift  for  himself.  Richard  still  made  some  show 
of  hesitation,  and  took  time  to  consult  his  ad\nser3: 
Whitclocke  was  almost  the  only  one  of  them  who  opposed 
the  dissolution ;  and  his  opposition  certainly  arose  rather 
from  a  desire  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  than  from  any 
hope  of  preventing  it.  At  length  Richard  yielded,  upon 
this  sole  condition,  that  he  should  not  be  required  to  dis- 
solve the  House  in  person.  During  the  evening,  while 
he  was  engaged  in  preparing  his  message  to  the  House, 
some  companies  of  soldiers  entered  the  comi:yard  of 
Whitehall,  ^'  and  behaved  themselves,"  says  BordeaiLX, 
"  with  considerable  license."  And  at  about  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  Thurloe  delivered  to  Fleetwood  and 
Desborough  the  Protector's  ordinance  for  the  dissolution 
of  the  Parliament,  which  Ficnncs,  the  chief  Commissioner 
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of  ihe  Grei^  Seal,  was  appomted  to  commtinicate  to  the 

Oo  Uie  next  day,  the  22Dd  of  April,  the  Hoose  of 
GoMBKms  met  eailj:  there  was  a  large  attendance  of 
—■■III  Ts,  and  aD  seemed  greatly  exdtod,  though  few 
wwB  aware  of  the  speedy  termitiation  that  was  about  to 
be  pot  to  their  labours.  They  were  discussing  various 
unimportant  matters  when  the  Usher  of  the  Black  Rod 
■|i|ieBred,  by  order  of  the  Protector,  to  request  their  at- 
tcndanoe  in  the  House  of  Lords :  but  they  were  not  told 
tlMi  Fiemiea  alone  was  waiting  to  receive  them.  A  few 
maaben  obqred  the  summons,  but  the  great  majority  re- 
BMiDed  m  then*  places,  and  voted  immediately  that  those 
who  had  gone  oat  should  be  at  once  required  to  return, 
that  none  should  leave  the  House  without  permiasioTi, 
that  the  doors  should  be  shut,  and  that  all  strangers 
■hoald  be  commanded  forthn-ith  out  of  the  lobby.  Hav- 
adopted  these  measures,  a  violent  tumult  arose  in  the 
House;  a  host  of  members,  most  of  them  under  the  in- 
ftneDoe  of  sincere  indignation,  but  some  few  in  the  hope 
of  oODoeatiug  thetr  connivance  in  the  plot,  brought  for- 
wird  motioEEks  of  the  most  energetic  character,— among 
others,  that  the  House  should  declare  it  treason  for  any 
perscmfl  whatsoever  to  put  force  upon  any  members  of  the 
Hoose,  and  that  all  votes,  acts,  and  resolutions,  passed  by 
any  members  of  Parliament  when  the  rest  were  detained 
from  the  House  by  force,  should  be  null  and  void ;  with 
many  other  propositions,  of  a  perfectly  natural  and  law- 

■  Thbrbc'a  Bute  P&pen,  voL  ni.  pp.  057,  65&-661<  66S^  Ludlow '« 
Xmoizi.  pp.  270.  271 :  Wtitelocke,  p.  677 ;  Clarendoa'a  Hifftorj  of 
llic  Rflliclbpa,  ToL  ttL  p.  311 ;  Burtone  Dbry.  toI  it,  pp.  469-ISl  ; 
lalhti  from  Bnrdraux  to  Sffuarin.  Maj  1-5.  1659.     See  Appekdiy. 


128 


THE   DAWN    OF    THE    RESTOKATIOK. 


fill  character,  which  the  House  nevertheless,  with  a  just 
consciousness  of  its  impotence  and  dignity,  did  not  adopt 
ns  positive  resolutions.  On  being  summoned  a  second 
time,  by  the  usher,  to  attend  at  the  bar  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  they  paid  no  attention  whatever  to  the  summons, 
but  accompanied  their  Speaker  to  his  coach,  in  order, 
through  Westminster  HaU,  in  the  face  of  the  soldiery, 
having  adjourned  until  eight  o'clock  on  Monday  morn- 
ing, the  25th  of  April,  when  they  proposed  to  resume 
their  labours.* 

During  the  evening,  the  proclamation  ordaining  the 
dissolution  of  the  Parliament  was  published ;  padlocks 
were  placed  on  the  doors  of  the  House  of  Commons^  and 
guards  were  stationed  in  the  Court  of  Requests,  with  or- 
ders to  refuse  admittance  to  all  who  should  demand  it. 
As  if  God^  to  punish  them  for  their  dissensions,  had  de- 
termined to  destroy,  at  the  same  moment  and  by  the 
Hame  stroke,  the  existing  images  of  power  and  Ubcrty, 
the  monarchy  which  Cromwell  had  attempted  to  set  up, 
and  the  only  free  Parliament  that  had  been  elected  since 
the  deatii  of  Charles  L^  fell  together;  and  the  phantom  of 
the  Commonwealth,  at  the  sinnmons  of  the  army,  placed 
itself  once  more  between  England  and  Royalty.' 

*  CommonB'  Jouraala,  vol.  rii.  p.  6-14;  Old  Parliamentary  HLstoTy, 
vol.  :cd,  pp.  34&-358 ;  Burton's  Biary,  toI.  it.  pp.  483-486 ;  Somen' 
Tractfi.  vol.  vi.  p.  519. 

'  Ludlow's  MemoiM,  p.  271 ;  Burton's  Diary,  vol.  it.  p,  4S2  \  White- 
Icwke'a  Memoriale,  p,  677. 
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OMAX.  BT  TBB   PABLIAKX9T. — BXFrLSIOM    OF  TUB    PABLIAXBKT  BT 

x.AicpBrr. 

A  COMMONWEALTH,  vrhen  established  in  any  nation  as  the 
nataral  mid  true  restilt  of  its  social  condition,  ideaa,  and 
■mmen,  is  a  government  very  worthy  of  sympathy  and 
respect ;  which  has,  indeed,  its  theoretical  and  practical 
imperfections,  but  which  does  honour  and  service  to  bu^ 
manity,  for  it  stimulates  it  to  put  forth  its  great  moral 
energies,  and  is  capable  of  carrying  it  to  a  very  high  de- 
gree  of  activity  and  virtue,  prosperity  and  renown.  But 
when  a  Commonwealth  is  established  unseasonably  and 
by  £hctitiou$  means,  when  it  is  alien  to  the  national  his- 
tory and  manners,  when  it  Is  introduced  and  maintained 
by  the  pnde  and  selfishness  of  faction,  it  i»  a  most  de- 
Ustabk  government,  for  it  is  full  of  falst-hood  and  vio- 
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lence,  and  entails  moreover  this  deplorable  result,  tlml  it 
casts  discredit,  in  the  mind  of  the  people,  on  the  princi- 
ples of  political  right  and  the  guarantiees  of  public  liberty^ 
because  of  the  false  application,  and  tyrannical  use  or 
hypocritical  violation,  to  which  it  subjects  them. 

The  authors  of  the  crisis  to  which  the  affairs  of  Eng- 
land had  now  been  brought,  cared  little  for  the  Common- 
wealth ;  they  had  been  conspicuous  for  their  acquiescence 
and  participntiou  in  Cromwell's  t3Tauny.  Since  the  ac- 
cession of  his  son,  they  had  watched  with  disraay  the 
evident  progress  of  Royalist  opinions ;  and  they  wltc 
filled  with  rage  and  jealousy  by  the  associates  of  their 
new  nder,  Richard's  favourite  councillors  and  courtiers^ 
— young,  elegant,  and  suspected  nobles,  or  politicians 
trained  cither  in  Parliament  or  at  the  bar.  They  had 
been  accustomed  to  see,  in  their  master,  a  man  who  was 
at  once  their  comrade  and  their  superior;  their  present 
sovereign  was  neither  the  one  nor  the  other;  they  ac- 
cordingly regarded  Richard  with  no  respect,  derived  no 
satisfaction  from  their  position  at  his  Court,  and  felt  no 
security  for  their  own  future  condition.  Their  resolution 
was  taken  under  the  influence  of  these  sentiments;  they 
placed  themselves  on  their  guard  against  detested  ene- 
mies, swept  impertinent  rivals  from  their  path,  and  re- 
duced a  pretended  Protector  beneath  their  sway.* 

But  when  they  had  done  this,  when  the  first  burst  of 
passion  was  satisfied,  their  embarrassment  was  extreme : 
all  government  had  disappeared.  Of  those  who  had 
been  Riehard'a  real  advisers,  some,  like  I/jrd  FaTilcou- 
bridgc,  Lord  Broglull,  and  Lord  Howard,  retired  at 
*■  Bordeaux  to  Mozariii,  May  l&,  IfiBO.     ^e^  Appendix. 
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goee  tn  their  esUUes,  with  a  view  to  resuroe  their  piaoes, 
BfliKleBfllf  but  actively,  in  the  Royalist  ranks ;  while 
ctiwn,  like  Pierrepoint,  Thiirloe,  and  St.  John,  held 
thwiwIifCM  aloof,  determined  to  l>e  no  longer  responsible 
far  a  paw  which  they  had  ceaised  to  possess.  "  Having 
gat  kave  to  go  for  Ireland/'  wrote  Lord  Broghill  to 
Tbaiioe,  on  the  2£^th  of  April,  "  1  am  this  morning  be- 
§»■■*■§  ny  journey.  I  was  twice  yesterday,  and  several 
tnwi  befiae.  to  have  kissed  your  hands,  which  I  did  to 
■gr  great  tzoabk  fail  of;  and  1  may  without  compliment 
mjt  Hui  notie  of  my  least  griefs  that  I  must  leave  this 
town  witbout  recseiving  the  honour  of  ymir  commands, 
and  paying  you  my  hnmble  thanks  for  all  yonr  favours," 
Thorioe,  on  his  part,  wrote  at  once  to  Loekhart,  who 
vas  then  in  Paris :  "  Hts  Highness  is  now  excluded 
from  having  any  share  in  the  government,  and  must 
retire  as  a  private  gentleman.  .  ,  .  It  will  be  requisite 
that  yon  have  further  powers  before  you  can  treat  fur- 
Xbet  with  the  Court  of  Fmnce.  Truly  I  could  wish  you 
woe  at  your  goverameDt  of  Dunkirk,  to  prevent  any  in- 
oanTenieoce&  that  may  fall  out  upon  this  great  and  un- 
expected change/'  Richai'd,  meanwhile,  still  resided  at 
Whitehall^  a&d  was  still  treated  as  Protector ;  the  admi- 
nistratton  of  juatice  continued  to  be  eaii-ied  on  in  hia 
name;  and  on  the  ^Ist  of  May,  three  weeks  after  the 
catastrophe,  Downintr  signed  at  the  Hague,  as  represen- 
tatire  of  the  Protector,  a  couventiou  between  England, 
France,  and  the  Ltiitcd  Provinces,  for  the  purpose  of 
obiigiog  the  Kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark  to  make 
peaoe.^     But  these  were  mere  empty  apjieaiances,  in- 

■  Dmnoat'f  Carpt  Diplomatique.  toL  ti.  port  %  p.  252. 
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tended  to  conceal  the  anarchy  that  reigned  witltin :  In 
fact,  Richard  was  now  a  nulUtj ;  he  remained  in  hi? 
palace,  anxiously  waiting  to  Icam  the  fate  thai  was  re- 
served for  him ;  and  the  alarm  was  so  great  around  hira, 
that  liis  servants  lost  no  time  in  conveying  all  their  va- 
luables into  the  City,  as  they  feared  Whitehall  would  be 
sacked  and  pillaged.  It  was  evident  that  no  one,  among 
those  who  remained  with  the  Protector,  believed  it  to  be 
M^ithin  tlie  sphere  of  his  duty  or  capacity,  to  exercise  that 
active  authority  with  which  society  can  at  no  time  safely 
dispense.' 

The  army  and  its  leaders,  moreover,  no  longer  possessed 
this  needful  power,  so  greatly  were  they  divided  among 
themselves  and  so  uncertain  in  their  councils.  Several 
of  the  generals,  and  particularly  Fleetwood  und  Dcsbo- 
rougb,  would  have  been  glad  to  maintain  Richard  in  the 
Protectorate,  in  order  to  govern  under  his  narae^  by 
favour  of  their  relationship.  On  the  day  after  the  dis- 
solution of  Parliament,  Fleetwood  went  to  ^Tiitehall,  to 
have  sonic  cotiversation  with  his  brother-iii-law,  and» 
*'  though  he  was  very  ill-received  at  first,"  says  Bor- 
deaux, "  be  afterwards  was  taken  by  the  Protector  into 
a  private  rooni,  where  they  remained  in  conference  for 
some  time.*'  But  the  greater  number  of  officers  atid 
subalterns  were  desirous  that  the  Commonwealth  should 
be  re-established  ;  the  Anabaptists,  Fifth-monarchy  men, 
and  other  mystical  sectaries,  who  had  great  power  among 
the  soldiers,  were  all  furious  in  their  hostility  to  the  Pro- 

'  Tliurloe^s  State  Papers,  vol.  vii.  pp.  fi65~6tt7 ;  ClArendon's  Suto 

FaperB,  vol.  iii,  pp.  iflh  459;  CommonB'  JoumalB,  vol.  vii.  p,  654; 
NobleV  Memciirs  of  the  Prulectural  House  of  Cconnrell,  vol.  i,  p.  105; 
Ludlow's  MomoLTS.  p.  271. 
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Bidi  of  tbese  variotis  fractions  of  the  armv  bad 
iliaScuil  meetings,  it$  secret  conclaves,  its  agents,  preach- 
cn,  sad  pamphlets.  Lambert,  as  active  in  intrigues  for 
irfrfMwiitg  power  as  be  was  incapable  of  exercising  it, 
eonited  tbeiu  alt,  and  rendered  them  all  sub^rvicnt  to 
tbe  advanoement  of  his  ambition  and  vanity.  A  reac- 
tif— ry  measarr,  which  it  was  impossible  for  the  Generals 
lo  afoid  adopting;  still  further  iDcreascd  their  embarrass- 
ment ;  they  deprived  A\njalley,  GofFe,  Ingoldsby,  and  the 
otber  officers  who  had  supported  Kichord  to  tbe  last,  of 
their  regiments,  and  gave  tbe  command  of  tboui  to  Colo- 
iiels  Okey,  Saunders,  and  other  intractable  fanatics  who 
had  been  cashiered  by  Cromwell,  but  whose  suffenngs 
aod  constancy  had  rendered  them  exceedingly  popular. 
All  tbese  dissensions  and  difficulties  homely  increased  tbe 
anarchy  which  prevailed,  in  the  artny  as  well  as  through- 
out the  country :  the  soldiers  de&crled  their  regiments, 
aoiiie  to  preach,  others  to  commit  acts  of  the  grossest 
rapacity  and  insolence ;  all  were  boldly  insubordinate  to 
leaders  who  were  too  careAU  of  their  ix)pularity  to  com- 
mand with  firmness ;  and  tbe  res^jonstbiiity  of  a  state  of 
things,  so  fraught  with  causes  of  social  alarm,  rested  upon 
the  men  who  had  wrought  the  downfall  of  the  Farlia- 
ment  and  the  Protector.  A  nation  looks  to  those  who 
have  destroyed  one  government  to  replace  it  by  another  J 
1b  order  to  relieve  themselves  from  this  resijonsibility, 
Ibc  officers  had  but  one  resource,  namely,  the  old  Republi- 
can leaders,  who  had  long  been  their  enemies,  but  whom 

'  lodlcrw'f  Kenoiiv,  pp.  ^1*  272 :  Old  Parikmeatiry  Hut«T7<  toI. 
rn.  p.  3ei*;  Tburloe'*  State  Paper*,  vol.  rii.  p.  666  j  Clirendojj'B  SUte 
Papen.  roU  m.  pp.  i&&,  101.  402;  BvrJtAQX  to  Uuarm,  Majr  5-19. 
1069.    Sm  ArnvDix. 
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a  common  hatred  of  the  Royalists  nnd  dislike  of  Richard's 
com'tiers  had  recentlv  rendered  their  secret  allies.  Tliey 
cDtered  into  nen^otiations  with  them  for  the  restoration 
of  a  ruling  power,— the  power  of  that  Long  Parhament 
which,  six  years  before,  Cromwell  had  3o  brutally  ex- 
pelled. \\1iat  remained  of  that  assembly  ?  Would  its 
surviving  remnant  furnish  the  means  of  reconstituting  a 
government?  These  were  questions  difBcnlt  to  answer. 
Dr.  Owen  applied  to  Ludlow  for  information  respecting 
tlie  names  of  the  members  who  had  continued  to  sit  in 
the  Ilonse  after  the  death  of  the  King ;  and  Ludlow  fur- 
nished hini  with  a  list  of  about  a  hundred  and  sixty  mem- 
bers who,  he  said,  were  yet  alive.  Ludlow  had  promised 
more  than  he  could  jterform  :  when  the  Long  Parliament 
was  officially  recalled,  his  friends  nnd  himself  were  able, 
by  great  exertions,  to  induce  only  ninety  members  to  re- 
simie  their  seats.  Some  even  of  the  staunchest  Repub- 
licans, Colonel  Hutchinson  among  others,  consented  to 
do  so  with  very  great  hesitation  and  repugnance.  But 
the  promise  was  enough  to  lead  to  the  negotiation.  Con- 
ferences were  opened,  ot  the  house  of  Sir  Harry  Vane,  be- 
tween the  principal  leaders  of  the  army,  with  Lambert  at 
their  head,  and  four  tried  Republicans,  Vane,  Haslerig, 
Salloway»  and  Ludlow.  Couditions  were  made  on  both 
sides :  the  officers  deumnded,  first,  that  an  act  of  indemnity 
should  be  passed  to  secure  their  comrades  and  themselves 
fur  all  Ibey  had  done  under  Cromwell's  government; 
secondly^  that  a  share  in  the  government  and  &  suitable 
revenue  sliould  be  allotted  to  Richard,  of  whom  they  had 
promised  to  take  care;  thirdly,  the  maintenance,  in  the 
ronstitulioii  nf  ttir  Commonwealth,  (»f  a  Senate  ncting 
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ujointly  iritb  the  House  of  C<»nimons  j  Mid  lastl}*,  tb« 
"introduction  of  all  those  n^forus  in  civil  and  ecclesiastica] 
>D  which  had  been  so  long  and  earnestly  desired, 
r  BepubUcansj  promised  the  iDdemiiity  and  the  reforms; 
ritb  regard  to  Richard  Cromwell'^  position  «nd  the  Se- 
tbcy  niiiied  objections  ;  discussion  ensued.  The  po- 
were  now  reversed  :  eager  to  escape  from  the  anar- 
*dif  they  had  created,  the  miUtary  leaders,  so  lately  nias- 
ten  of  ilie  aitiiatioD,  were  now  almost  at  the  mercy  of 
the  Parbametitary  cliiefs,  who  could  alone  relieve  ihem 
from  their  responability.  But  no  serious  ditticultica 
were  raided  on  either  side  ;  the  negotiators  separated 
without  having  made  oil  their  arrangements,  but  in  the 
foil  detftjminatioD  to  agree  together  finally.  A  few  davd 
after,  at  a  second  interview^  the  otticcrs  declared,  in  the 
Dame  of  the  genial  council  of  the  army,  that  it  waa 
urgently  nect*ssAry  tliat  the  Long  Parliament  should  be 
re«uaed  j  and,  without  further  discussion,  it  wa&  agreed 
that  their  Dext  meeting  should  be  at  the  house  of  the 
Cbrmer  Speaker,  William  Lenthall,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
qiiesti]ig  him  to  restime  his  functions,' 

On  the  6th  of  Way,  accordingly,  sixteen  Parliamenta- 
rians  and  as  many  olHcers,  proceeded  to  LenthalFs  n> 
ddence ;  the  officers,  in  the  name  of  Lieutenaut-Grenera! 
Fleetwood  and  the  general  council  of  the  army,  bid 
brought  an  official  declaration  of  their  rci^Iution  and  its 
motives.  *'Th€  public  concernments  of  this  Common- 
Jlh,*'  they  said,  "  being,  through  a  vicissitude  of  dan- 


*  UmUov's  Hmaour*,  pp.  272.  273  ;   HutL-hin^on'^  M<Maour«,  p.  S79 ; 
r'fl  Ckroaide.  p.  Cte;  ll^'nicaun  to  Mftzorm.  Mav  12-15-26.  1*^9. 
'  ArmvvL. 
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gers,  deliverances,  and  backslidings  of  many,  brought 
into  tliat  stftte  and  poature  wherein  they  now  stand,  and 
ourselves  also  contributing  thereunto,  by  wandering  di- 
vers ways  from  righteous  and  equal  paths ;  and  although 
there  have  been  many  essays  to  obviate  the  dangers,  and 
to  settle  these  nations  in  peace  and  prosperity,  yet  all 
have  proved  ineffectual.  .  .  .  We  have  been  led  to  look 
back,  and  examine  the  cause  of  the  Lord's  withdrawing 
his  wonted  presence  from  us :  and,  amongst  other  things^ 
calling  to  mind  that  the  Long  Parliament,  consisting 
of  the  members  who  continued  there  sitting  untU  the 
20th  of  April,  1653,  were  eminent  asserters  of  the  good 
old  cause,  and  had  a  special  presence  of  God  with  them, 
and  were  signally  blessed  in  that  work  (the  desires  of 
many  good  people  concurring  with  ours  therein),  we 
judge  it  our  duty  to  invite  the  aforesaid  members  to  re- 
turn to  the  exercise  and  discharge  of  their  trust-  and 
we  shall  be  ready,  in  our  places,  to  yield  them,  as  be- 
comes us,  our  utmost  assistance  to  sit  in  safety."  This 
declaration  was  presented  to  Lenthal!  by  Lambert  and 
his  companions,  and  published  immediately.* 

But  an  unexpected  cause  of  peqjluxity  arose,  Lenthall 
refused  his  co-operation.  He  was  old,  he  said,  and  quite 
too  infirm  to  endure  the  fatigue  of  a  long  sitting.  His 
hearers  were  not  deceived  by  his  excuses ;  Lenthall  was 
anxious  to  retain,  in  the  new  House  of  Lords,  the  rank 
which  he  already  called  his  peerage ;  he  had  entered  into 
a  secret  compact  with  Richard  Cromwell,  and  had  pro- 
mised to  do  all  he  could  to  prevent  the  restoration  of  the 

'  Cflmmcm*'  JouraalB,  vol.  vii.  p.  644;  Oid  ParEttmentoty  Hiatory, 
foL  xxi.  p.  3g7. 


TBI   DAWN    or   THK    RSSTORATION. 


137 


LoDg  PariiftiueDt ;  atid  he  felt  but  little  iDcliuatian  to  ex- 
pQie  biiuself  to  new  risks.  The  Republicans  pressed  hiui 
Tigofoosly,  and  desired  him,  as  he  valued  the  peace  and 
hfHiiiieM  of  the  nation,  to  write,  in  virtue  of  his  office, 
to  aD  the  M  members  who  were  hving  in  London  or  its 
oeigfabourhood,  to  request  them  to  meet  on  the  following 
daj  in  the  House  of  Lords,  thence  to  proceed  as  soon  as 
thqr  fonned  a  quorum^  to  r<^ume  their  seals  in  the  House 
of  Commons.  Lenthall  persisted  in  his  refusal,  alleging, 
at  an  additional  reawD;  that  his  regard  for  hb  salvation 
would  not  allow  him  to  comply  with  their  reque&t^  as  he 
WIS  preparing  himself  to  participate  in  the  Lord's  Supper 
on  the  ne3Ct  Sunday.  Vane  and  his  colleages,  in  great 
irriUlion,  declared  that  thev  would  do  without  him ;  and 
tfaer  despatched  messengers  in  all  directions,  on  their  own 
authority,  to  summon  the  members  whose  names  they 
had  ascertained  from  Ludlow's  list.  On  the  next  mom< 
ing,  the  7th  of  May,  only  thirty  made  their  appearance ; 
at  least  forty  were  required  to  form  a  quorum,  and  the 
absentees  were  waited  and  sought  for  with  the  utmost  im- 
patience. It  was  mentioned  that  two  of  the  surviving 
members.  Lord  Monson  and  Henry  Martyn,  were  in  Lon- 
*don,  in  pnson  for  debt ;  they  were  immediately  released, 
and  joined  their  old  colleagues.  LenthalJ,  who  look  care 
to  keep  informed  as  to  the  number  who  arrived,  soon  per- 
ceived that  a  House  would  be  made,  and,  not  being  wilt- 
ing that  they  should  do  without  him,  went  to  Westmin- 
ster in  his  turn.  At  last  forty-two  members  answered  to 
their  names;  they  then  formed  in  procession*  with  their 
Speaker  at  their  bead>  and  passing  between  the  groups  of 
officers  who  hued  the  rooms  on  iheir  way,  they  solemnly 
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resumed  their  seata  Id  the  House  of  Commons,  at  about 
twelve  o'clock.  The  principal  officers  had  posted  them- 
selves Dear  the  door  of  the  House,  and  congratulated  the 
members  as  tliey  entered,  promising  to  live  and  die  with 
them.' 

They  had  no  sooner  resumed  possession  of  the  go- 
verumeut,  and  published  a  declaration  announcing  it  to 
the  country,  than  they  ^vorc  guilty  of  an  act  of  lyrauny, 
in  forcibly  excluding  from  the  House  other  members  of 
the  Long  Parliament,  who  had  once  been  tlieir  colleagues, 
and  who  were  now  desirous  of  resuming  their  seats.  As 
soon  fts  the  Presbyterians^  who  had  been  violently  ex- 
pelled from  the  House  of  Commons  in  1648,  learned  that 
it  had  recommenced  its  sittings,  they  resolved  to  assert 
tlieii-  right  to  lake  part  in  its  deliberations;  and  on  the 
7th  of  May,  at  the  mouieiit  when  the  forty-two  Republi- 
cans were  marching  into  the  House  amid  the  acclama- 
tions of  the  officers,  foiu'teen  Presbyterians^  who  had 
penetrated  with  much  ndointo  the  lobby,  presented  them- 
selves at  the  door,,  stating  that  they  were  members  of  the 
Long  Parliament,  and  entitled  to  admittance.  The  offi- 
cera  repulsed  them,  and  denied  their  right  to  enter,  on 
the  ground  that  they  had  not  sat  since  1G48.  Vehement 
<lisputes  arose  on  this  subject  in  the  lobby  and  passages ; 
the  excluded  of  1G4S  demanded  of  the  expelled  of  165S 
by  what  right  they  dared  to  shut  them  out  a  second  time 
from  the  Hotise  into  which  they  had  themselves  re- 
tiu'ued,  declaring  that  no  one  had  had  any  right  to  ex[)el 


'  Ludlow 'a  Memoirs,  pp.  274.  275  :  Whitekn-ke's  Memoriiil*,  p.  rt79 ; 
SoHiorn'  Tracts,  vol.  vi.  p.  520  -.  Old  Piirlismenfary  Hisl-ory,  vol.  xxi. 
pp.  37i>-37k* ;  Ki'lmnln  Hrsl<iry  oj'  Englaiiil.  vol.  ii.  p.  811. 
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4tmk,    Sir  Geoige  Booth  aud  Afr.  Prynne  made  thcm- 

•ehes  pATtiealariy  n;inarkable  bv  tlie  vigour  of  th^ir  lan- 

but,  notwithstandiug  tbcir  efforts,  adoiittance  was 

aDowed  tliem.     But  two  dajs  aflenrards,  on  the  9tfa 

'  ilaj,  in  the  name  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen  mem- 

who  were  in  the  same  situation  as  themselves,  thev 

vfote  to  the  Speaker  formally  to  assert  their  privilege ; 

of  tbem.  either  from  perseverance  or  curiositj, 

Rtamed  in  person  to  tbe  lungbbourhood  of  the  House. 

Bong  inibrmed,  it  is  not  known  by  whom,  that  the  door 

as«t  that  iDomeot  open  and  unguarded,  three  of  them — 

iiTJoe,  Annesley,  and  Hiingerford — entered  the  House» 

found  there  only  (en  or  twelve  of  the  Republican 

who  courteously  saluted  them.     Hungerford 

I  Annciley  went  out  tmiuedi&tely  to  inform  their  fiends 

that  tbe  House  was  open,  and  to  bring  them  in  ;  but 

when  Anne^lej  attempted  to  go  in  again,  the  officer  of 

tbe  guard  was  at  bis  post,  and  denied  him  entrance. 

Anneaiey  asked  him  "  Whether  he  was  a  connmttee  to 

of  members  without-doors?*'     "  No,"  replied  he, 

'  but  I  am  commanded  by  my  superior  otficers  to  let  none 

tbftt  bad  not  sat  tdl  April,  1(>53."     Anuesley  insisted 

being  admitted ;  the  officer,  in  some  perplexity,  told 

him  that  if  be  would  promise  not  to  take  his  seat  aud  to 

oat  again  soon,  he  might  go  in  and  speak  to  whom 

be  pleased.     Annesky  gave  the  required  promise,  went 

into  tbe  House,  and  came  out  again  soon  after.  Buying  to 

tbe  officer.  "  I  have  kept  my  parole,  and  I  wish  you  and 

the  soldiers  would  do  the  like."     But  Prynue  had  re- 

[rJauued  all  this  time  iu  the  House,  sitting  quietly  iu  iiis 

.pbcci  and  detcrmiiud  nut  to  go  out  unlL'2>&  forced.     The 
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Republican  members  seemed  enibarrnssed  by  his  pre- 
sence, and  did  not  know  what  course  to  pursue.  At  length 
Haslerig  arrived.  Prynne  wunt  iij)  to  him,  and  said  lie 
was  glad  to  meet  hiin  again  in  that  House :  "  You  have 
no  right  to  sit  here  as  a  member,"  answered  Haslerig ; 
"  you  were  formerly  secluded."  "  I  have  as  good  a  right 
to  sit  here/'  replied  Prynne,  "  as  yourself,  or  any  other 
member  whatsoever^  upon  the  account  of  the  Old  Par- 
liament ;  for  I  have  acted,  written,  and  suffered  more  in 
defence  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Parliament,  than 
yourself  or  any  sitting  with  you.'*  Vane  now  came  up, 
and  said  to  Prynne,  in  a  menacing  manner,  "  What  make 
you  here  ?  You  ought  not  to  come  into  the  House,  hav- 
ing been  formerly  voted  out.  I  wish  you,  as  a  friond, 
quietly  to  depart  hence,  else  some  course  will  be  presently 
taken  with  you  for  your  presumption."  Prynne  only 
asserted  his  right  with  greater  boldness  and  vehemence. 
"Your  high  menacing  words,"  he  said  to  Vaue,  "are  a 
very  ill  performance  of  your  new  published  declaration, 
delivered  to  me  at  the  door,  That  you  are  resolved,  by 
the  gracious  assistance  of  Almighty  God,  to  assert,  es- 
tablish, and  secure  the  property  and  liberty  of  the  people, 
in  refereuce  unto  all,  both  as  men  and  Christians;  which 
if  you  should  publicly  violate  and  nidlify,  by  any  unjust 
charge  or  proceedings  against  me,  who  have  suffered  so 
much  both  as  an  English  freeman.  Christian,  and  member 
toOj  it  will  highly  reflect  upon  your  intended  new  Free 
State,  and  make  all  out  of  love  with  it,"  Such  unflinch- 
ing firmneaa  disconcerted  even  the  moat  resolute;  and 
passing  into  an  adjoining  room,  Vane  and  his  friends 
consulted  as  to  the  means  of  getting  rid  of  this  trouble* 
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«■£  intruder.  On  returning  in(o  the  House,  they  found 
Im  vtiD  in  his  pUcc.  It  was  repu^ant  to  their  feelings 
to  rrmove  hira  by  violence,  and  they  therefore  resolved 
to  adjonm  until  the  evening,  Pniine  was  the  last  to 
karc  the  House,  and  he  returned  immediately  after  din- 
■er;  bat,  as  be  expected,  he  found  all  the  entrances 
rthctlr  guarded ;  and  a  vote  of  the  House  was  placarded 
in  cvefT  diriection^  renewiiig  the  sentence  of  exclusion 
vticfa  had  already  l>e€ti  pronounced  against  all  members 
wlio  had  nol  sat  tn  the  Long  Parliament  since  16-18,  It 
«Mdj  lefDained  therefore  for  Prynne  to  protest  publicly 
agBMt  this  treatment,  by  issuing  a  long  nurrativ^  of  the 
Dcv  violence  to  which  bis  friends  and  himself  had  been 
safajected ;  "  a  worse  and  more  real  levying  of  war 
•qr""*^  the  Parliament,'*  he  declared,  "  than  the  behead- 
ed King  and  his  party  were  ever  guilty  of."' 

But  this  was  one  of  those  easy  acts  of  oppression  which 
oooqaerors  csa  commit  with  impunity  upon  .the  men 
whom  th^  have  conquered,  and  which  do  not  recoil  upon 
tbeir  perpetrators  until  a  later  period,  when  misfortune 
MBifli  them  in  their  turn.  The  Republican  leaders,  who 
weie  sirm^g  to  effect  their  own  restoration  to  power,  had 
from  the  outset  to  encounter  more  formidable  rivals^  and 
to  face  more  serious  dangers. 

Notwithstanding  their  defeat,  the  sons  of  Cromwell  were 
I  the  front  rank  of  these  adversaries.     A  man  will  always 
^e  to  avoid  losing  the  supreme  power,  even  though 
be  may  not  have  either  sense  or  courage  to  maintain  him- 


*  Otd  Pahamentmrj  Hutory,  t<^  xxi.  pp.  37S,  3ai-398 ;  Hali>tLUi- 
•tn* Memcpii«,p. 381 ;  Sommi' TracU. toI.  n.  pp  »Sl-5i4 :  CommtviA' 
■rsab,  ToL  viL  p.  010. 
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SL'lf  in  possession  of  it.  Richard,  though  almost  n  prisoner 
nnd  qnite  a  nonentity  in  T\Tiitcball,  continued  to  cherish 
prospects  and  hopt^a  of  retaining  liis  Protectorate.  Tlic 
ParUament  deputed  Haslcrig  to  give  him  orders  to  leave 
the  palace.  Richard  received  hoth  the  message  and  ths 
messenger  with  disdainful  hanteiir.  He  listened  favour- 
ably, on  the  other  hand,  to  the  suggestions  of  the  Cava- 
liers, who  were  secretly  most  assiduous  in  their  negotia- 
tions with  him.  They  urged  him  to  write  to  his  brother 
Henry  in  Ireland,  to  Lockhart  at  Dunkirk,  and  to  Mon- 
tague, the  commander  of  the  Baltic  fleet ;  and  by  inform* 
ing  them  of  his  own  adoption  of  the  royal  cause,  to  per- 
suade them  to  binng  their  ships  and  troops  to  Ports- 
mouth, where  Coloucl  Norton  should  be  waiting  to  receive 
them.  Richard  ])romised  to  write  as  required,  on  con- 
dition that  an  annual  income  of  twenty  thousand  poundts 
and  a  large  estate  were  secured  to  him.  He  was  even, 
it  ifi  said,  on  the  point  of  going  on  hoard  ship  to  join  the 
fleet,  and  to  place  it,  under  his  own  conunand,  at  the 
King's  disposal.  At  the  same  time,  he  received  positive 
and  explicit  offers  of  service  from  Mazarin.  '*  In  reply  to 
the  letter,"  wrote  Bordeaux  to  the  Cardinal,  "which  your 
Eminence  did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me  on  the  2lat 
instant,  to  the  cff"ect  that  the  King  would  look  witli  re- 
gret on  the  rc-establishment  of  a  Commonwealth  in  Eng- 
land, I  thought  I  could  not  do  better  than  address  my- 
self to  Mr.  Thurloc  ;  and,  having  arranged  an  interview 
with  him  yesterday  h\  the  country,  I  assured  him  that 
the  King  would  spare  neither  money  nor  troops  to  re- 
store the  Protector,  if  there  were  any  likelihood  that  such 
au  attempt  would  be   successful ;   anil  that   his  friends 
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ttigkl  act  cm  this  assurance,  and  that  as  fioon  as  I  was 
Brfbtncd  of  their  designs,  I  would  communicate  them  to 
Ui  Majesty  with  all  neocssarj  secrecy  and  circumspcc- 
tno.**  All  these  propositions,  though  long  pending, 
piored  evetitualH'  futile ;  Thurloc  did  not  reject  the  otfers 
of  Mazvin,  but  asked  for  time  to  discuss  them  nith  the 
Protector.  Richard  rcftised  to  sign  the  letters  which  had 
been  preparrd  in  reliance  on  his  promise ;  but  no  sooner 
had  he  done  so,  than  he  bitterly  reproached  him^lf  for 
hi*  puaHanimity,  and  volunteered  to  enter  into  new  en- 
gagenenCs  for  the  KingV  ^rvice.  Here  then  was  a  per- 
nancTit,  thoagh  not  ver^'  effective,  centre  for  all  hostile 
iKipca  and  plots  againi^t  the  reviving  Commonwealth.^ 

Henry  Cromwell,  in  Dublin,  was  in  a  far  better  posi- 
tion than  bis  brother,  in  London,  to  defend  his  family 
and  the  Protectorate  against  Republican  encroachments. 
He  had  governed  Ireland  and  her  army  with  great  pru* 
denoe  and  mildness ;  he  was  respected  by  the  important 
men  of  the  country,  and  popular  with  all  ranks  of  society. 
When  Richard's  Parliament  was  dissolved,  Ingoldsby 
and  Sir  Charles  Coote  proceeded  with  all  haste  to  Iro- 
hmd,  to  give  the  Lord  Lieutenant  accurate  information 
o£  what  had  occurred,  and  urge  him  to  resist.  With 
sii^hir  carelessness,  or  from  utter  despondency,  Kichard 
allowed  more  than  a  month  to  pass  before  he  wrote  to  bis 
brolber,  or  sent  him  any  directions.  Henry  complained 
of  this  treatment  with  more  sorrow  than  bitterness.  '*  I 
am  glad  at  least;"  he  wrote  to  his  brother,  "  that  our  dear 


'  dnendon's  State  Fqkcfs,  tdL  iii.  pp.  4fi9,  -174,  475.  477.  I'H  -. 
LaBow**  MflBDoin,  p.  281 :  Leiton  fmm  BonUvax  to  HauuHn.  Mftj 
1%-M-f^  Bad  Junp  2. 1669.    See  Amtymx. 
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father  went  off  in  that  glory,  which  was  due  to  his  act- 
ings." But,  though  greatly  perplexed,  he  took  measures 
which  would  enable  liim  to  resist  if  necessary,  and  at  all 
events  to  await  the  arrival  of  definite  instructions.  He 
called  together  the  officers  of  the  army  of  Ireland,  and 
finding  himself  unable  to  persuade  them  to  supi>ort  the 
Protector  against  all  opponents,  he  sent  them  back  to 
their  regiments,  exhorting  them  not  to  lend  themselves 
to  any  innovations,  under  whatever  specious  appearances 
they  might  be  presented.  He  then  summoned  to  Dublin 
tlje  troops  on  which  he  most  confidently  relied,  assured 
himself  of  the  loyalty  of  the  principal  provincial  autho- 
rities, and  sent  one  of  his  officers  to  Monk»  in  Scotland^ 
to  ascertain  the  course  of  conduct  which  he  intended  to 
pursue  under  the  circumstances,  and  to  concert  arrange- 
ments with  him.  At  the  same  time  he  listened  readily 
to  the  overtures  of  the  Royalists,  placed  himself  in  direct 
communication  with  the  King  by  means  of  his  brother-in- 
law.  Lord  Faulconbridge,  and  seemed-  so  much  disposed 
to  set  up  the  royal  standard,  that  the  city  of  Dublin  did 
not  hesitate  to  manifest  its  delight  at  the  prospect ;  troops 
were  raised,  in  the  northern  districts  of  the  island^  to 
sup}>ort  the  movement ;  and  Charles  Stuart,  at  Brussels, 
believed  that  he  would  ere  long  receive  Ireland  from  the 
hands  of  Henry  Cromwell,  who,  he  felt  sure,  was  deter- 
mined not  to  resign  it  to  the  Parliament.' 

In  regard  to  Scotland,  the  Republicans  were  equally 

'  Clarondon's  Stat*  Papera,  vol.  iii.  pp.  470,  471,  500,  BOl,  5l8.  589 ; 
Tkarlo«'B  St&to  Pap^ra,  vol.  vii.  p.  674;  LuiUow's  MctnairSr  p-  ^1 
Noble'B  McmoiTB  of  tl»e  l*roWctoral  House  of  Cromwell,  vol,  i-  pp,  20fr- 
2lOf  Leland's  Himtorf  of  Ireland,  vol.  iii.  pp.  401.  402;  Letters  from 
Burdcaiu  to  Mazaria,  May  2tih-29,  1669.     Sc*  Appendix. 
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il  at  eve.  Haslerig  had,  it  is  true,  luoiuUiiued  triendlj^ 
iolerooarse  with  Monk ;  »od  on  the  9th  of  May,  Fleet- 
wood ooaummicated  to  the  House  a  letter  which  he  had 
jwt  received  from  him»  and  which  seemed  to  indicate  his 
Radiness  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  ParliameDt. 
Bat,  on  the  3rd  of  May,  Monk  had  written  to  Thurloe  to 
enwcn  hU  ftiendly  interest  in  his  welfare  at  so  critical  a 
oaojimctuFe.  Reports  too  were  prevalent,  that  he  had 
heard  to  declare  that  consideration  was  due  to  the 
of  Cromwell,  who  had  rendered  such  eminent  ser- 
vices to  the  nation.  But  his  taciturn  impartiality  in  turn 
excited  and  lulled  apprehension.  At  all  times  he  had 
been  suspected  of  Royalist  tendencies  ;  and  the^  suspi- 
OODS  had  quite  recently  been  strengthened  by  the  anxiety 
which  Lord  Howard  and  Lord  Faulconbridge.  before 
leaving  London,  had  mamfested  to  secure  hts  friend- 
ship  J 

Although  far  less  important  than  Monk,  Lockhart  on 
the  Continent,  and  Montague  in  the  Baltic,  might  still  be 
dftDgeroug.  Related  by  marriage  to  the  Cromwell  family, 
Lockhart  was  an  able  and  courageous  man,  on  intimate 
terms  with  Masarin,  highly  esteemed  by  Louis  XTV.  him- 
seiC  respected  and  beloved  by  the  English  regiments 
in  garrison  at  Dunkirk,  whom  he  had  commanded  with 
great  distinction,  and  whose  necessities  he  had  often  sup* 
plied  from  his  own  purse.  He  had  long  been  a  HoyaHst, 
and  Chailes  IL,  who^  when  in  Scotland,  had  un^'isely 
alienated  him  &om  his  service,  now  sought  ani^iously  for 
an  opportunity  of  recovering  his  allegiance.     Admiral 

'  ComBoaa'  JtnimaJg,  rrik.  rii.  p.  &i7 ;  Thurloe'e  St«ti>  Pupen.  ^ol.  tU. 
p.  MT ;  WKit^.TcK'fcr**  ilrtnOfinl»,  pp.  fiTft.  «9n, 
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Montague  was  a  still  more  doubtful  servant  of  the  "Re- 
publican Pnrliament.  "  He  was  wholly  devoted  to  old 
Noll,  Ills  countryman,"  wrote  Mr.  Herbert  to  the  King, 
"  and  is,  for  his  sake,  a  great  lover  of  all  his  family,  but 
a  perfect  hater  of  the  meu  that  now  rule ;  and  I  have  it 
from  wery  good  hands  thnt  he  is  at  this  time  very  deeply 
discontented  at  the  present  change."  The  only  fleet  that 
England  then  had  at  sea  was  under  Montngue^s  com- 
mand, and  the  greater  number,  if  not  all,  of  his  officers 
and  their  crews  were  quite  disposed  to  follow  him  in  any 
resolution  he  might  adopt.* 

The  Royalist  party  showed  no  great  haste  to  profit  by 
these  elements  of  defection  in  the  enemy's  camp,  in  order 
to  effect  a  demonstration  iu  the  King's  favour.  No  prema- 
ture insurrection  was  attempted ;  but  to  make  no  move- 
ment without  the  formal  consent,  and  even  without  the 
presence,  of  the  King  himself,  and  to  wait  until  the  blun- 
ders and  unpopularity  of  the  old  government  had  pro- 
duced their  full  effect,  was  at  once  the  advice  given  by  the 
Royalist  committee  in  London,  and  the  natural  inclina- 
tion of  the  party  itself,  which  was  wearied  by  the  many 
painful  and  futile  efforts  it  had  already  made.  But  beneath 
the  mask  of  this  general  inertness,  activity  and  hope  were 
busy  among  the  Royalist  ranks  ;  a  great  many  Royalists, 
who  were  either  too  young  to  have  shared  in  previous 
conflicts,  or  whose  vigour  was  restored  by  long  repose,  or 
whose  conversion  was  of  recent  date,  began  once  more 
to  visit  their  coimtry  neighbours  and  to  hold  secret  in- 
terviews ;  plans  were  formed,  correspondence  was  set  on 

'  Noblp'a  McTnoi™  of  the  Protectoral  Hoiifp  of  Cromwell,  vol.  ii, 
ii|).  233^273 :  Clnretidoh's  SUite  Papore,  vol.  iii.  p.  -ISS. 
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feoc  witb  Cbarks  and  his  adviserB,  infomiatioD  was  sent 
o«i  to  Uiem«  in«tnietioi»  were  requested,  and  partisans 
leeraited.  Assonuiceft  of  devoted  allegiance  and  odera 
of  service  poaied  into  Brus^k  from  alt  sides.  Lord 
Mrtand,  General  Venables,  Mr.  Popbam,  Mr.  Howe,  Scr 
Geofge  Booth,  and  a  host  of  gentkmen  of  great  influence 
in  their  respective  counties,  declared  themselves  ready  to 
act  Trustj  messengers  passed  incessantly  between  Eng- 
knd  sod  Flanders,  Holland  and  France.  More  intelli- 
^ai  sod  enterprising  than  any  of  hb  colJeagiie^,  John 
Mordaunt,  the  yotinger  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Peter- 
bwongfa,  emboldeDed  by  his  escape  from  the  ckitches  of 
Cromwell's  High  Court  of  Justice,  was  at  the  head  of 
eicfj  plot  and  of  eveiy  enterprise.  Independently  of 
tbe  oofomittee  to  which  he  bad  originally  confided  the 
movement  of  his  affairs,  Charles  had  given  some  of  his 
■Mvt  sesloas  servants  power  to  treat,  in  his  name,  with 
aaj  of  his  former  adversaries,  except  the  regicides,  whom 
they  had  any  bop^  of  gaining  over  to  his  side.  By 
mesm  of  his  active  and  ably-conducted  correspondence, 
Hyde,  who  then  possessed  the  entire  confidence  of  his 
young  master,  kept  up  and  directed  this  movement.  Every 
posnble  preparatioti  was  made  for  a  general  insurrection 
sa  soon  aa  discord,  which  all  foresaw  could  not  long  delay 
its  appesrance,  should  break  out  between  the  remnant  of 
the  Long  Parliament  and  the  army  which  had  reinstated 

The  Royalists  had  just  reason  to  hope  that  they  would 
not  be  kept  long  in  suspense.     On  the  13th  of  May, 

*  CtendoD'i  HiitOTy  oTciir  KpbeUion.  rol.  vn.  pp.  330-324;  Cl«rm- 
Am'»  SUW  Pftprt«.  ToL  iii.  pp.  4&9-4£)0. 
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hardly  a  week  after  the  restoration  of  the  Parliament, 
eighteen  officers  of  high  rank  and  influence,  with  Lam* 
bert  at  their  head,  presented  themselves  at  the  door  of 
the  House^  and  requested  permission  to  present  a  Humble 
Petition,  in  the  name  of  the  army.  This  petition  was 
A  summary,  in  fifteen  articles,  respectfully  but  perempto- 
rily expressed,  of  their  ideas  and  desires,  in  relation  both 
to  the  general  government  of  the  country,  and  to  various 
questions  of  immediate  interest.  Among  other  things, 
they  demanded, — first,  an  act  of  oblivion  to  secure  from 
all  prosecutions  and  penalties  all  persons  who  had  done, 
commanded,  or  advised  anything  whatsoever,  in  reference 
to  the  several  changes  in  the  government,  since  the  1 9th 
of  April,  1053,  the  day  of  the  expulsion  of  the  Long  Par- 
liament by  Cromwell ;  secondly,  the  acknowledgment  and 
liquidation  of  all  debts  contiucted  for  the  service  of  the 
Commonwealth,  since  the  same  period ;  th'irdly,  a  strict 
inquiry  for  the  purpose  of  removing  from  all  public  offices 
and  employments,  all  persons  who  had  not  given  imques- 
tionable  proof  of  attachment  and  fidelity  to  the  good  old 
cause ;  fourthly,  the  appointment  of  a  select  senate,  com- 
posed of  able  and  faithful  persons,  and  co-ordinate  in 
power  with  the  Representative  Assembly  elected  by  the 
people ;  fifthly,  the  payment  of  all  the  debts  contracted 
by  his  Highness,  the  late  Protector,  or  by  his  father,  sinc^ 
the  15th  of  December,  1653,  the  date  of  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Protectorate ;  the  settlement  of  an  annual 
revenue  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  with  a  suitable  house, 
on  Richard  Cromwell  and  his  heirs  for  ever;  together 
with  a  further  sum  often  thousand  pounds  a  year  to  him 
for  life,  aud  eight  thousaiul  pounds  a  year  to  his  honour- 
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able  niocber  during  her  life,  "  to  the  end  a  mark  of  the 
ligh  esteem  this  Datum  hath  of  the  good  service  done  by 
)m  &tbcr,  oar  ever-renonmed  Creiieral^  may  remain  to 
porierity."  And  with  a  \iew  to  assert  their  power,  and  at 
tlie  aatne  time  to  secure  an  effectnnl  ratification  to  their 
principles  and  demands,  the  officers  ended  by  declaring : 
"  We  do  auaoimou^ly  acknowledge  and  own  the  Lord 
CharleB  Fleetwood,  Lieatenant-General  of  the  army^  to 
be  oofumander-in-chief  of  the  land-forces  of  this  Com- 
oaonwealth."  They  thus  imposed,  oti  tlic  restored  Long 
FariiameDt^  the  very  conditions  which  the  leaders  of  that 
anembly  in  their  parliamentary  conferences,  and  Richard 
CrxdwcU  himsdf  at  the  outlet  of  his  Protectorate,  had 
Itfiued  to  accept.* 

Against  all  these  enemies  and  dangers,  both  secret 
and  svoired,  the  Republican  leaders  could  oppose  only 
ft  handfol  of  men,  already  grown  old  and  worn  out  under 
the  weight  of  public  affairs^  who  bad  been  brought  back 
to  the  head  of  the  State  by  a  revolutionary  combination 
and  not  by  their  own  inherent  strength,  and  whose  go- 
renunent  was  recommended  to  the  countrj'  by  neither 
the  authority  of  long-established  usage,  nor  the  attraction 
of  novelty.  But  they  were  men  of  courage  and  sincerity, 
thoroughly  convinced  of  the  goodness  of  their  cause,  pas- 
sionately devoted  to  ita  service,  and  irrevocably  compro* 
iroied  in  its  destiny.  The  re-establishment  and  mainte- 
of  the  Commonwealth  was  to  them  an  act  of  duty, 
an  ftffidr  of  honour,  and  a  question  of  life  and  death. 


I  OomoBaam'  JoufubIi,  roL  ni.  p.  661  j  Old  ParliaujeiitJuy  History, 
ToL  led.  pp.  399-406 ;  Ludlow's  Memoirs,  p.  279 ;  Baker's  Clironiclc, 
p.  70S. 
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They  resumed  possession  of  power  with  as  much  bliud 
confidence  and  pride  as  if  it  had  been  their  lawful  right; 
and  they  exercised  it,  during  their  short  tenure  of  oflFice, 
with  a  fidelity  and  vigour  that  did  them  honour,  even 
amidst  their  wcU-raerited  reverses. 

Two  ideas  governed  their  policy :  the  first  was*  to 
concentrate  all  power  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  to 
secure  to  it  the  invaiiable  management  of  all  State  affairs, 
wlicthcr  home  or  foreign,  military  or  civil  \  the  second 
was,  to  establish  frequent  and  visible  communications 
between  the  House  and  tlie  Republican  party  scattered 
through  the  country,  to  the  end  that,  finding  themselves 
closely  united  together,  they  might  not  cease  for  a  single 
day  to  lend  each  other  mutual  support  and  encourage- 
ment. In  their  vie\v,  a  Commonwealth  would  be  pro- 
perly established  when  the  entire  governmcut  was  iii  the 
hands  of  the  sole  power  elected  by  the  people,  and  an 
intimate  connection  existed  between  the  people  and  the 
power  which  had  emanated  from  their  choice* 

All  preceding  governments  had  been  v^'elcomedj  on 
their  accession  to  office,  by  addresses  and  deputations 
from  their  partisans ;  the  Republicans  of  the  restoiijd 
r^iig  Parliament  converted  these  deputations  and  ad- 
dresses into  an  habitual  means  of  government.  Not 
only  on  their  return  to  Westminster,  but  during  the 
whole  of  their  session,  several  times  in  every  month  and 
occasionally  more  than  once  a  week,  their  friends  came 
up  from  various  parts  of  the  country  to  assure  them  of 
their  support,  and  to  express  to  them  their  wishes,  fears, 
hopes,  and  counsels,  in  the  name  of  counties^  cities,  and 
towns,  churches  and  sects,  permanent  corporations  and 
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■Mldmtil  mcetiogs.  During  five  months,  the  Journals 
of  the  House  make  meDtioQ  of  thirty-seven  demonstra- 
tkMM  of  tluB  kind,  which  were  always  received  with  grate- 
fol  atteotioD.^  A  government  may  he  energetic,  but  it 
mttinly  is  ill  at  ease,  when  it  is  thus  anxious,  at  every 
BOOKntj  to  renew  its  connection  with  its  party ;  a  party 
mtMj  be  seak>as^  but  it  is  weak>  when  it  is  thus  eager  to 
nsfiew  ite  forces  and  array  its  ranks  to  support  an  im- 
peiiDed  government. 

At  the  same  time  that  it  was  thus  diligent  m  marsbal- 
ling  and  employing  its  forces  throughout  the  countr}'^  the 
Ptrtiampnt  devoted  itself  with  the  utmost  care  to  the  ef- 
fBctoal  organization  and  exercise  of  its  authority.  Strictly 
Sttlhfui  to  Republican  principles^  it  was  equally  resolute 
to  banish  the  tttonarehical  system  from  the  smallest  de- 
tails of  public  aflairs  as  from  the  beod  of  the  State.  Its 
government  was^  in  everj*  departmeut,  collective  and  de- 
liberative :  in  Westminster  Hall,  committees  were  placed 
at  the  he^  of  the  various  branches  of  the  public  service; 

■  A^dnmem  were  presented  to  the  restored  LoDg  Pai4iameDt  on  the 
Mk  lOdw  l^tk,  13th,  ^"fth,  sad  18di  of  Maj.  irom  Landcm.  8oathwiirk, 
HatlbniihiR,  Buckingluiiishire,  Himpilarp,  Ckilcbabn*,  sad  the  Aoa- 
hap^U  oi  AjlMbury  i  on  the  I*t,  14lJi,  ISth,  IQik.  Elst^  22nd.  ^tK 
Z7th,  ukd  30th  of  Jane«  froait  Oxfordshire,  Somenetahire,  Deronshire^ 
MTillihitv,  Hunpahire,  BorseUhare,  BedTonbhirer  Sussex,  Hertford- 
«Ur«h  MiddtMex,  Korfulk.  Nc-wcastle-on-Tjnc,  Hull,  Ireland,  and  the 
■iaktow  of  die  Gospel  in  the  eoimty  of  SuB»ex ;  on  the  6th,  ldth«  2l5t, 
■id  STtk  of  Jnlj,  &an  NorthamptoDBhire,  Suflbtk^  Woivoeter.  Edin- 
hnf^  thft  o&en  of  re^menti  Berring  oa  the  ContiiicD.t,  uid  the  jpar- 
liaoB  of  Dookirk ;  on  the  6th  of  August,  firom  Cheshire  ;  on  the  Bth  and 
Slth  of  Septranber,  from  "  drvers  ministere  of  the  coonty  of  Leic«tar,'* 
Aul  &ain  th«  akehfls  uid  aJ^lennea  of  the  Citj  of  Loodon ;  and  on  thm 
Tdi  of  October^  firom  Wanrickflhire.  Commoas'  JootdbI*,  roL  rii.  pp. 
647. 64B.  64»-650. 661.  66MS66.  €71,  672,  663.  686.  687.  690,  691-69^ 
on.  CMk  Mft,  e»8.  706,  723.  72C.  736.  736,  750,  776.  785,  793. 
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throughout  the  country,  commissioners  were  appointed 
to  represent  the  Parliament,  and  to  see  that  its  orden* 
were  executed ;  this  was  the  principalj  if  not  the  sole, 
means  of  action  that  it  adopted.    A  Committee  of  Safety, 
composed  in  tlie  tirst  insitance  of  seven  members  and 
afterwards  of  eleven,  was  invested,  from  the  very  outset, 
"With  the  most  extensive  and  arbitrary  powers  in  rela- 
tion to  all  matters  of  policy,  administration,  and  police ; 
indeed,  it  was  provisionally  the  real  executive  authority^ 
acting  mider  the  direction  of  the  Pnrliiinient.    A  Council 
of  State — -consisting  of  thirty-one  persons,  twenty-one  of 
whom  were  members  of  the  House — ^was  afterwards  sub- 
stituted for  this  Conuuittee  of  Safety,  and  became  the 
permanent  and  general  executive  power.     The  composi- 
tion of  this  Council,   the  instructions  prepared  for  its 
guidance,  and  the  oath  imposed  on  its  members,  created 
grave  embarrassmentSj  and  presaged  even  graver  difficul- 
ties for  the  future.     By  the  admission  of  the  piincipal 
leaders  of  the  army — Lambert,  Desborough,  Berry,  and 
Sydenham — the  Parliament  took  care  to  sccuihb  a  strong 
majority,  in  the  Council,  on  the  side  of  the  Republicans. 
The  oath  contained  a  positive  engagement  against  all 
government  by  a  single  person,     Dissatisfied  with  their 
present  position,  and   unwilling  to  give  any  absolute 
pledge  for  their  future  conduct,  some  of  the  officers, 
Fleetwood  and  Sydenham  among  others,  refused  to  take 
this  oath,  on  the  ground  of  entertaining  conscientious^  ob- 
jections to  oaths  in  general.     The  Parlian>ent  did  not  in- 
sist, and  they  were  authorized  to  take  their  seats  io  the 
Council,  ou  giving  a  simple  assurance  of  general  tidelity. 
Still  dissatisfied,  for  they  were  not  yet  the  masters,  they 
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«cn  veiy  ineguW  iii  their  attendance,  and  carefully 
■■ked  tfadr  dksppmval  of  the  proceediDgs  of  the  Coun- 
cil, aometimes  h\  absenting  themselves  from  its  meetings, 
■id  MWHrtinies  h\  makiog  ill-tempered  speeches.  In  ad- 
diboa  to  these  malecoateni  o^cei^,  the  Republican  Farlia- 
■CDt  had  some  secret  enetnies  in  the  Council  of  State ;  one 
of  the  members  chosen  ^m  the  general  bodj  of  the  nation, 
Ba  Uontio  Townshend,  a  great  landed  proprietor  in  the 
OPusty  of  Norfolk,  was  in  constant  communication  with 
tte  hMwhed  King,  and  had  nritten  to  ask  him  vrhether 
he  ^MMild  aooept  the  appointment  or  not.  Charles  sent 
him  ibniiAl  pcrmissioD  to  accept  it.  No  sooner  was  the 
hift  of  membera  of  the  Council  of  State  published,  than  it 
receiTed  with  sneers  by  the  public,  and  treated  with 
irony  in  numerous  pamphlets.  The  most  insult- 
ng  Mmnents  were  appended  to  each  name :  "  Colonel 
ThflHl|Tfv  as  wooden  a  head  as  leg ;  Mr.  Wallop,  a 
afeot  Haoif^hire  gentleman,  much  in  debt,  fit  indeed  to 
he  councillor,  if  he  could  advise  the  Commonwealth  bow 
to  g^  out  of  debt ;  Desborough,  a  country  clown,  with- 
out lear  or  wit ;  Berry,  the  worst  of  the  Major-Generals, 
eioept  Butler  -  Josiah  Bamers,  fool  of  the  play ;'  and  so 
forth.  It  was  now  the  fete  of  the  Commonwealth  to  en- 
dure, in  its  turn,  the  contumely  and  insult  which  it  Imd 
•0  wuitoiily  hLvished  on  the  King,^ 

Ute  Snancial  Committee,  which  was  appointed  on  the 
Ml  of  May,  before  the  institution  of  the  Council  of  State, 
had  the  moet  difficult  of  all  tasks  to  perform.     The  de- 

■  rwwiwt'  Joonub,  TcL  rii.  pp,  640,  656.  6G9,  668,  671.  «$0.  G&% 
661.  665.  6S«.  658,  696^  654 ;  Old  ParLi&irientiirj  HUtorf .  roL  nl 
f.  S80;  laShw'9  Konob*,  pp.  275-278  ;  Clawndon*  St«(*  IVperc, 
vol  ik.  ppk  47%  471,  481 ;  Somen'  Tncta.  vol.  vi.  p.  524 
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ficit  which,  under  Cromwell's  rule,  liad  been  very  gre^it, 
was  uow  daily  increasing^  and  it  had  become  impossible 
to  resort  to  \iolent  means  for  supplying  it.  The  Parlia> 
ment  determined,  at  all  events^  to  obtain  an  exact  state* 
ment  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  country ;  it  added 
Vane,  the  most  capable  man  in  the  House,  to  the  Coni- 
inittee,  and  called  for  report  after  report.  Four  reports 
were  made  during  three  months,  giving  a  detailed  ac^ 
count  of  the  debts  in  arrear,  as  well  as  of  the  current  re- 
ceipts and  expenses.  With  shght  viuiations,  the  deficit 
averaged  fifteen  hundred  thousand  pounds.  On  the  Sth 
of  Jmie,  the  report  stated  positively,  "  Ready  cash,  there 
is  none."  A  fortnight  afterwards,  Haslerig  declared  that 
the  Comicii  of  State  had  not  even  sufficient  funds  to  pro- 
vide for  the  travelling  expenses  of  four  Plenipotentiaries 
who  were  to  be  sent  to  the  Baltic  for  the  piupose  of  ne- 
gotiating peace  between  the  northern  powerB ;  and  they 
were  forced  to  wait  a  fortnight  for  the  two  thousand 
pounds  which  they  required  for  their  journey.  The 
House  voted  a  direct  tax  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  per 
mouth  on  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland;  this  was  a 
real  income-tax,  assessed  in  a  very  arbitrary  manner. 
Five  weeks  later.  Vane  announced  that,  notwithstaudiug 
this  vote,  the  deficit  would  still  amount  to  £722,534. 
Recourse  was  bad  to  aU  kinds  of  expedients  and  severi- 
ties. Indirect  taxes,  such  as  the  excise  and  customs  du- 
ties, were  all  continued,  and  some  were  even  augmented  j 
and  ft  special  committee  was  appointed  to  take  stringent 
measures  for  recovering  all  arrears.  The  salaries  of  nearly 
all  public  servants  were  reduced.  The  Commissioners  of 
the  Great  Seal  were  deprived  of  the  eventual  righU  which 


were  dow 
to  the  iise  of  the  public  treasury.  All  the 
iisterial  officers  of  the  courts  of  justice  were  required 
i  advanoe^  by  way  of  loan,  the  presumed  amount  of  tlie 
of  their  offices  during  a  year.  Minute  inquiries 
wot  made  to  ascertain  how  much  might  yet  be  due  of 
the  fines  imposed  upon  delinquents.  When  the  House 
(bscovered  that  the  sum  of  Efty  thou^aud  pounds  raised 
erety  month  by  the  direct  tax  which  it  had  ordained,  was 
JMnfliii  ii  Ml.  it  doubled  the  amount.  Its  conduct  was 
•baigbtibrward  and  courageous ;  It  was  resolutely  deter- 
milled  to  pay  the  debt,^  of  the  State,  to  provide  for  the 
requirements  of  the  pubUc  service,  and  above  all  things 
to  deprive  the  army  of  all  reasonable  motives  for  com- 
plaint and  sedition.  But  all  these  efforts  failed  tu  attain 
their  object :  the  ill-will  of  the  superior  classes,  the  dis- 
turlmnces  which  aro&e  in  various  localities,  and  the  con- 
troversies and  delays  inseparable  from  all  collective  ad- 
Dunistration,  rendered  the  votes  of  the  House  of  but 
little  etfect  j  for  it  could  employ  neither  the  tyranny  of  re- 
volutionary governments,  nor  the  authority  of  regular 
goveruments.  The  direct  taxes  were  imperfectly  levied ; 
the  farmers  of  the  indirect  taxes  dcniatidcd  that  their  con- 
tracts should  be  cancelled.  Resources  of  a  more  mode- 
rate character  were  next  sought  after ;  an  inventory  waH 
made  of  the  paintings,  furniture,  and  carpets,  formerly 
bdouging  to  the  Crown,  which  still  remained  in  the  pa- 
lace of  Whitehall ;  and  M.  de  Bordeaux  again  received 
instructions  from  Mazarin  to  purcha&c  for  him  various 
articles  offered  for  sale  among  these  spoils  of  banished 
ruyalty.     The  House  further  dw^rced  that  the  palaces  of 
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Hampton  Court,  Somerset  House,  and  Whitehall,  should 
be  sold  j  but  even  among  the  Republicans,  there  were 
luauy  whose  traditional  feelings  of  respect  and  instincts 
of  dignity  were  oflFended  by  this  proposal.  Direct  and 
indirect  objections  were  raised :  Henry  Martyn  obtained 
the  exception,  from  the  sale  of  Somerset  House,  of  the 
chapel  in  which  the  French  Protestant  refugees  were  in 
the  habit  of  meeting  for  rehgioua  worship  ;  Ludlow  de- 
manded that  the  sale  of  Hampton  Court  should  be  post* 
poned.  '*  I  thought  that  place,"  he  say^,  "  very  conve- 
nient for  the  retirement  of  those  that  were  employed  in 
public  affairs,  when  they  should  be  indis^josed,  in  the 
summer  season.  For  this  I  was  very  much  blamed  by 
my  good  friend  Sir  Henry  Vane,  as  a  thing  which  was 
contrary  to  the  interest  of  a  commonwealth;  he  said  that 
such  places  might  justly  be  accounted  amongst  those 
things  that  prove  temptations  to  ambitious  men,  and  ex- 
ceedingly tend  to  sharpen  their  appetite  to  ascend  the 
throne.  But  for  my  own  part,  as  1  was  free  from  any 
sinister  design  in  this  action,  so  1  was  of  opinion  that  the 
temptation  of  sovereign  power  would  prove  a  far  stronger 
motive  to  aspire  by  the  sword  to  gain  the  sceptre,  which, 
when  once  attained,  would  soon  be  made  use  of  to  force 
the  people  to  supply  the  want  of  such  an  accommoda- 
tion," Ludlow's  conservative  suggestion  overcame  the  ho- 
nest apprehensions  of  Vane ;  neither  Hampton  Coiu-t  nor 
Whitehall  were  sold;  and  the  Parliament  sought  elae-* 
where,  without  any  greater  success,  for  the  means  of  sup- 
plying the  deficit,  and  of  repressing  ambition.' 

'  Commonfl'  Joumals,  vol  rii.  pp.  647,  64S.  GSB-C&I),  660.  6fl3»  (WW, 
fiflO,  fl71,  67&,  684,  6M>.  691,  602,  697,  702.  705,  7Ufe.  rsr-Tm  762.  771. 


THB   DAWH  OF  TffB   RB8T0RAT10K.  157 

In  i^>rd  to  other  question;!,  less  difficult  of  solution, 
the  ftcthritT  of  ifae  Parlbment  proved  more  effectual  in 
prodadag  HUttfiutorr  results.  Earoestlj  devoted  to  the 
of  pronkoting  the  interests  and  warding  off  the  perils 

the  Comtnonwealth,  it  used  all  its  \  igiJance  to  concen- 
trate all  power  in  the  hands  of  it^  friends.  Far  from  en- 
deavoariog,  as  Cromwell  had  done,  to  concilktc  and  enhst 
IB  its  flcrnoe  aO  the  important  men  of  the  various  oppos- 
ing parties,  the  House  was  ri^dly  exclusive  in  its  policy. 
Ob  the  Oth  of  Ma>%  two  days  only  after  the  restoration  of 
tiie  Fariiaineiit,  it  was  laid  down  as  a  principle  that  no 
penon  should  be  admitted  to  hold  any  place  of  tnist  or 
•ntbonty  in  the  service  of  the  State,  unless  he  had  given 
nmpk  testimony  of  his  love  and  faithfulness  to  the  cause 
of  tlie  Commonwealth,  The  members  of  the  Committee 
of  Safety  and  the  Coancil  of  State  were  directed  to  pro- 
pose to  the  House  fit  persons  to  fill  certain  offices,  and  re- 
ceived inslnictions  to  confer  with  the  representatives  of 
each  county  and  town^  in  order  to  ascertain  beyond  all 
bt  that  tlie  sheriffs,  justices  of  peace,  magistrates,  and 
other  local  functionaries  were  rc-al1y  animated  by  those 
sentiments  which  it  was  desirable  they  should  entertain. 
And  in  order  to  guard  against  all  falsehood  or  careless- 
nam  in  these  recommendations,  it  was  resolved  that  no 
person  should  be  appointed  to  any  employment  on  the  day 
on  which  he  had  been  proposed^  and  that  those  who  re* 
oommended  any  candidate  should  give  in  his  name  in 
writing  to  the  clerk  of  the  House,  together  with  a  decla- 
ration that  they  believed  him  to  possess  all  the  requisite 


777.  T9S»  783,  788 ;  Lodlow'e  Kerooirs,  p.  280 ;  Lctten  from  Bordniiu 
U»  UiuHnu  JqIj  17  ud  AniptMt  18,  165P.     S«e  Appkkpix. 
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qualifications  for  the  office.  Tiie  Commissioners  of  tlie 
Great  Seal,  the  judges,  and  all  judicial  functionaries,  were 
required  to  take  a  new  oath  of  fidelity,  and  to  have  th*?ir 
commissions  renewed.  Certain  municipal  corporations^ 
wliicli  had  exliibited  anti-republican  tendencies,  were 
dissolved  and  deprived  of  their  charters.  The  House 
even  ventured  on  a  most  nnusual  and  arbitrary  infringe- 
ment of  the  privileges  of  the  City  of  London  ;  the  LfOrd 
Mayor,  John  Ireton,  a  staunch  Republican,  was  on  the 
point  of  retiring  from  office,  having  already  served  for  a 
year ;  the  House  ordained  that  he  should  continue  to  act 
for  another  year ;  and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  the 
Common  Council,  by  strenuous  petitions  and  the  repre- 
sentations of  its  sheriffs  and  aldermen,  obtained  the  re- 
peal of  this  order,  and  the  restoration  to  the  city  of  its 
ancient  right  of  election.  The  commissioQers  entrusted 
with  the  administration  of  the  navy,  of  whom  Vane  was 
chief,  distrusted  Admiral  Montague,  but  did  not  dare  to 
rccaU  him  ;  they  accordingly  ordained  the  equipment  of  a 
supplementary  fleet  of  six  frigates,  and  gave  the  command 
of  it  to  Lawson.  the  most  thorough  Repubhcan  among 
their  naval  officers.  In  the  state  of  affairs  abroad,  there 
was  nothing  to  show  the  necessity  of  this  additional  ex- 
pense; and  in  other  respects,  the  commissioners  could  not 
be  taxed  with  malvei*sfltion  or  prodigality.  On  ent.ering 
office,  they  had  persuaded  the  House  to  vote  that  they 
should  receive  no  salary ;  but  when  they  believed  that 
the  safety  of  the  Commonwealth  and  of  the  Parliament 
itself  was  at  stake,  all  other  considerations  were  lost  sight 
of.  On  the  9th  of  July,  a  special  guard  was  organized 
for  the  protection  of  the  House,  and  the  command  of 
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M  p9tm  to  Colcmel  Alnred,  a  xealons  RepublicaQ  who 
)ad  been  <fiBgrBoed  bj  Cromwell ;  Ha^lerig  himself  pro- 
thsl  this  guard  should  consist  of  a  hundred  and 
mm ;  bat  the  Hoose  voted  that  it  should  be  a 
1  and  sixt];%  the  same  number  as  Cromwell's  body- 
guard ;  and  a  week  after  its  foraiatioD,  the  pay  of  this 
troop,  wlucfa  tiad  been  originallj  fixed  at  three  shillings 
a  day  for  each  man,  was  increased  by  sixpence  a  day.  In 
•B  the  resohitioDs  and  acts  of  the  Parliament  the  same 
i^'*****  was  clearly  perceptible  :  all  betrayed  a  melan- 
cMy  oombioatioD  of  confidence  in  their  cause  and 
maaetyia  regard  to  their  destiny,  of  devoted  courage  and 
noetfear.' 

Fbr  the  Pariiainent  had  a  heavy  debt  to  pay  to  the 
aathor»  of  its  resttvation.  tt  bad  promised  them  an  act 
of  indenmity  for  aD  that  bad  been  done  under  the  tyranny^ 
and  (m  it  was  now  termed  by  Republicans  as  well  as 
Boyiiista)  dnrmg  the  usurpation,  of  Cromwell.  It  was 
also  pledged  finally  to  coo&titute  the  Republican  Govern- 
■tent,  to  organize  the  electoral  system,  to  reform  the  civil 
and  criminal  taws,  to  secure  liberty  of  conscience  and  the 
regolar  jH^aching  of  the  Gospel,  to  complete  the  project- 
ed onion  between  Scotland  and  England,  and  to  deter- 
mine the  period  at  which  it  should  resign  its  own  power 
and  gi%'e  way  to  its  successors. 

Of  these  promises,  only  one  received  its  fulfilment  with- 
out delay;  on  the  6th  of  June,  1650,  the  Pm^liaoient 
voted  that  it  would  oot  continue  to  sit  after  the  7th  of 
May,  1600.     In  the  midst  of  cata.strophes  so  abrupt  ami 

■  Commau:  Joanuk.  toL  viL  pp.  640,  MS,  687.  6fiS,  773.  7S7.  794, 
MSii  Ml 716 :  LndlowB  Mfraoira,  p.  279. 


IGO 


RICHARD    CROMWfcLL    ANT 


frequent  in  their  occurrence,  it  was  almost  an  act  of  pride 
and  strength  thus  to  arrogate  to  itself  a  year  of  life,  in 
order  to  reform  the  State,  ^ 

On  all  the  other  questions  which  it  Imd  pledged  itself 
to  resolve — the  act  of  indemnity,  the  future  constitution 
of  the  Commonwealth,  the  union  of  England  and  Scot- 
land, and  the  amendment  of  the  law, — the  Parliament 
constantly  deliberated,  without  ever  arriving  at  any  con- 
clusion. On  some  occasions,  Tiational  rivalries,  the  in- 
terests of  lawyers,  and  the  passions  of  adverse  sects,  raised 
up  obstacles  which  the  House  was  either  unable  to  sur- 
mount, or  joyfully  welcomed  in  order  to  spare  itself  the 
euibRrrassraent  of  a  decision  :  at  other  times  it  promoted 
all  delays,  either  from  finding  it  raoi-e  advantageous  to 
leave  the  questions  at  issue  undecided,  or  in  the  hope  that 
time  would  bring  facilities  for  setthng  them  in  accordance 
with  its  own  wishes.  When  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican Government  was  under  discussion,  the  diversity 
of  opinions  and  the  mnltiplicity  of  propositions  brought 
forward^  rendered  adjonrnmeut  easy  and  natural ;  outside 
the  walls  of  Parliament  even  more  than  in  its  midst,  and 
particularly  in  the  Rota  Club,  in  imitation  of  its  founder, 
Ilnrrington,  men  of  ingenious  and  inquisitive  minds  in- 
dulged in  the  pleasure  of  devising  political  schemes;  and 
when  they  had  dcbnted  them  among  themselves,  Henry 
Neville  undertook  to  propose  them  to  Parliament,  as  the 
siu-cst  method  of  establishing  the  Commonwealth.  One 
sole  and  sovereign  assetublyj  with  collateral  branches  of  va- 
rious kinds  to  serve  as  instruments  or  counterpoises  of  its 
nuthority :  two  assemblies,  one  of  which  should  suggest 

'  Commons'  .Toumitlii,  vol.  vii.  p.  673. 
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aod  dJecnss  measures  without  voting  on  thein^  while  the 
odier  should  vote  on  them  without  discussion  ;  the  Ephori 
of  iMDed&moi} ;  annual  or  triennial  Parliaments,  partinl 
or  istegrft]  elections,  vote  bj  ballot, ^in  short  all  the  com- 
bmatkms  which  since  that  period  have  been  so  frequently 
r^nodnoed^  with  nianj  others  that  have  been  totally  for- 
gotten*  were  suggested  to  the  Republican  Parliament  in 
1G59,  without  leading  to  any  definite  result,  or  even 
originating  any  serious  debate.  The  revolutions  that  are 
botde&t  in  their  [^novations  soon  learn  to  decry  novelties, 
and  the  supporters  of  the  tottering  Commonwealth  had 
•ofDelhing  else  to  do  than  to  discuss  and  make  trial  of 
gplUsas.  The  debate  on  the  Act  of  Oblivion,  which  be- 
gan on  the  2Srd  of  May,  was  of  a  far  more  serious 
cKnracter ;  mar>y  jjowerful  interests  were  involved  in  it, 
which  insisted  that  it  should  be  passed  without  restric- 
tion or  delay,  while  on  the  other  hand,  many  lionest  and 
earnest  men  were  UDttilling  that  it  should  be  carried  ab- 
ruptly and  extend  to  all  cases.  The  Parliament,  which 
bad  promised  to  pass  the  bill,  found  it  convenient  to  leave 
those  who  had  moat  need  of  it,  in  a  state  of  uncertainty 
and  disquietude ;  various  uienacing  rcservutiuns  were  in- 
troduced into  the  original  draft  of  the  bill ;  those  who, 
during  Cromwell's  nsurpation,  had  received  exorbitant  or 
double  salaries,  or  who  had  acquired  great  wealth  by  ne- 
farious meaUB,  were  exempted  from  the  amnesty.  Several 
en  of  importance,  St.  John.Thurloc,  and  Lambcrt,among 
acre,  feared  that  this  clause  would,  rightly  or  \»Tongfully, 
be  used  to  their  disadvantage ;  and  they  therefore  con- 
tended strenuously  and  successfully  for  its  omission  from 
the  bill.     But  the  debate  tvjntinued  to  he  carried  on  with 
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the  bitterest  acerbity,  and  the  bill  made  but  slow  pro- 
gress. At  length  it  was  carried^  on  the  12th  of  Jidy  ;  but  it 
still  contained  many  ambiguous  cxprfssions  which  caused 
the  greatest  dissatisfaction  to  those  most  interested  iu  its 
provisions,  Lambert  publicly  declared  his  discontent. 
"  The  Parliament/'  said  he  to  Ludlow,  "  has  taken  care 
to  make  us  liable  to  be  questioned  for  whatsoever  we  have 
received,  though  there  is  no  security  given  by  the  Act  to 
indemnify  us  for  what  we  have  done/'  Ludlow  explained 
and  defended  the  bill ;  Hasleiig,  hearing  the  conversation, 
came  up,  and  affirmed  that  the  indemnity  was  as  fttll  and 
ooraprehensive  as  could  justly  be  desii'ed.  *'  It  sLgnities 
nothing/'  said  Lambert,  "  and  leaves  us  still  at  mercy." 
"  You  are/'  rejoined  Haslerig,  "  only  at  the  mercy  of  the 
Parliament,  who  are  your  good  friends,"  "  I  know  not/' 
replied  Lambert,  "  why  they  should  not  be  at  our  mercy 
afl  well  as  we  at  theirs."' 

This  was  now  the  real  question  at  issue,  and  compared 
with  it,  all  other  questions  were  insignificant  and  delusive. 
The  army,  which,  from  natural  good-sense  and  an  outward 
respect  for  right,  did  not  venture  to  assume  to  govern  in 
its  own  name,  was  nevertheless  desirous  to  hold  sway  in 
the  name  of  its  victories,  and  for  the  security  of  its  own 
special  intcKsts  as  well  as  for  tlie  maintenance  of  the 
cause  which  it  had  rendered  triumphant.  The  Long 
Parliament  aimed  at  possessing  the  reality  and  not  the 
appearance  of  power*  and  at  ruling  over  the  army  as  well 
as  over  the  people,  in  the  name  of  the  sovereignty  and 

^  Commons'  Jtmrnnls.  yol.  vii.  pp.  662,  603.  fififl.  671,  6^8.  602,  69-1. 
695,  697,  699,  705,  707.  712,  714,  715  ;  ClareDdoaa  Stuto  Pnpew, 
vol.  iii.  p.452;  Ludlow's  McmoirB,  pp.  2&5,  286;  'Bordeaux  to  Mtuttrin^ 
July  10,  ia6&.     See  Appendix. 
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Ubeities  of  that  pec^te  of  whom  it  proclaimed  itself  the 
iole  representative.  Id  this  conflict,  the  Parliamentary 
letdeacoodoctedtbenttelTei,  from  the  outset,  with  fi^nk 
wad  oonsstent  fimmess;  on  the  13th  of  May,  immedi- 
atdj  after  their  restoratioa  to  office^  aud  a  few  monteiiU 
hdart  Lambert  came  to  preseot  the  Petition^  in  which 
the  officers,  on  theif  own  authority,  acknowledged  Fleet- 
wood as  commander-in-chief  of  all  the  hind-forces  of  tUu 
Coaunciawealth.  the  House  decreed  that  seven  couiniis- 
saonen,  whom  it  appointed  for  a  year,  should  have  the  di- 
rection of  the  affairs  of  the  army,  and  should  nominate  all 
eommissioned  officer,  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the 
Pariiament ;  that  the  Speaker  should  sign  the  commis- 
nons  of  those  officers^  who  should  cotne  to  the  House  to 
rDceire  them  from  his  hand ;  and  that  Fleetwood,  whom 
it  appointed  commander-in-cblef,  should  also  hold  his 
commission  from  the  Parliament,  R>r  the  present  session 
only,  and  subject  to  the  pleasure  of  the  House.  Some 
of  the  most  sincere  Republicans,  Vane  aud  Ludlow  among 
otbcrs.  tbotight  these  measures  somewliat  arrogant ;  they 
would  have  wished  that  greater  consideration  should  have 
been  diown^  at  least  outwardly,  fur  the  wishes  of  the  army, 
and  that  some  of  its  pretensions  iihould  have  been  passed 
over  in  silence,  withont  any  express  censure  or  appro- 
bation. Bat  Haslerig,  Neville*  and  Sidney  advocated  a 
boltkr  policy  ;  aud  when  it  was  put  into  practice,  success 
teemed  to  justify  their  temerity.  Tiie  general  officers  at 
fint  manifested  great  dissatiisfaction  ;  at  a  private  coun- 
cil held  at  Desborough's  house,  both  Lambert  and  Des- 
boroagh  bitterly  complained  of  their  treatmrnt  by  the 
Parliament.     "  These  resolutions,"  said   Lambert^  "  iiu- 
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plj  a  diffidcDce  of  the  army,  aud  we  have  no  assurance 
that  the  Parliament  will  Gontiiiiie  us  in  o\ir  eiuployinents, 
which  is  contrary  to  the  promises  made  to  lis  before  the 
restitution  of  the  ParUament.*'  *'  I  account  the  conmiis- 
sion  1  have  already,"  said  Desborongh,  *'  to  be  as  good 
as  any  the  Parliament  can  give ;  and  I  will  not  take  ano- 
ther." But  the  House  would  not  rescind  its  resolutions ; 
eveu  those  members  who  had  voted  against  them,  loyally 
supported  their  execution.  The  seven  commissioners  were 
Jippointed,  and  made  then'  selection  of  officers  for  each 
regiment.  Ou  the  8th  of  June,  Colonel  Hacker  and  his 
subalterns  presented  themselves  at  the  bar  of  the  House, 
to  receive  their  conmiissions  from  the  hand  of  the  Sj>eaker. 
On  the  following  day,  Lieuteuant-Gcneral  Ludlow  did  the 
same.  Fleetwood  himself  made  early  submission,  and  the 
Speaker  delivered  to  him,  with  many  expressions  of  trust 
and  confidence,  his  commission  as  commander-in-chief. 
The  commissions  of  all  the  officers  i)i  the  army  were  thus 
renewed  ;  and  similar  measures  were  taken  in  regard  to 
the  navy.  Thus  satisfied^  the  House  proved  itself  in  its 
tuna  more  jiulding  :  it  Imd  rejected  the  nomination  of 
Major-General  Butler  (the  worst  of  all  the  major-generals, 
as  he  was  termed)  to  the  post  of  Quarter-Master- General 
of  the  army ;  but  it  now  consented  to  his  appointment. 
It  conferred  on  Lambert  the  command  of  two  regiments: 
one  of  infantry,  and  the  {jtlier  of  cavalry.  At  the  same 
time,  it  adopted  a  mt-nsurc  from  which  it  hoped  lo  reap 
great  advantages  ;  it  rc-estabiislied  the  militia,  first  of  all 
in  LondoDj  and  subsequently  in  all  the  counties,  in  the 
hctpc  that  it  would  prove  a  formidable  connterpoise  to  (he 
army,  and  a  useful  defence  against  thv  Cavaliers  in  case 
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of  Deed.  The  Hotise  appointed  a  comraission  to  supcrin- 
tetid  its  organization,  and  reserved  to  it$c[f  the  right  of 
appotnting  its  officers.  The  whole  militery  force  of  the 
Ulion  was  thus  reduced  to  submission  and  dependence. 
Badeng,  and  the  House  with  liim,  behevcd  that  the  Par- 
fivDcal  was  decidedly  victorious.' 

At  tbe  same  time  that  they  displayed  this  persevorini^ 
firmness  in  the  ooodact  of  afiairs  at  hotuc.  the  foreign 
policy  of  the  RepubUcans  was  characterized  hj  equal  pni- 
dence  and  aioderation.  -Vll  pretensions  to  the  incorpora- 
tion  of  the  United  Provinces  with  England  were  aban- 
doned ;  DO  more  arrogant  and  aggressive  fleets  scoured  the 
te>8*  Peace  with  all  the  world  was  their  earnest  desire, 
and  the  object  of  all  their  efforts.  "Sir  Hariy  Vane,  at 
his  last  visit,  made  no  mystery  with  me/'  wrote  M.  dc 
Bofdemux  to  the  Co«nt  de  Brienne,  on  the  3 1  st  of  July ; 
"he  assured  me  that  the  sole  desire  of  tliis  Govennueut 
is  to  live  on  good  terms  with  all  neighbouring  Stalt^j 
and  to  consolidate  their  internal  affairs^  as  they  are  per* 
auaded  that  they  can  command  no  respect  abroad  so  long 
as  their  authority  is  not  firmly  established  at  home/'  But 
in  their  endeavours  to  remain  faithful  to  a  pacific  |>olicy^ 
the  Republican  leaders  found  many  obstacles  to  surmount, 
atisii^  from  their  position  and  their  personal  preju- 
dices. They  entertained  great  suspicions,  and  not  without 
Kaaon,  both  of  the  French  Court  and  of  Lockhart,  the 
Englbh  ambassador  in  France,  whom  they  had  strong 
grounds  to  beheve  thorougldy  devoted  to  the  Cromwell 
family,  and  on  too  intimate  terms  with  Mazarin.     They 

'  Comaaam'  Jonnala.  toL  TiL  pp.  651,  662.  663,  664,  670,  674»  675, 
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summoned  him  to  Loudon,  and  Lockhart  immediately 
communicated  the  fact  to  the  CardinaL  **  Having  re- 
ceived orders,'*  he  wrote  to  him  from  Dunkirk,  on  the 
5th  of  June,  *'to  administer  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
magistrates  of  this  town,  and  afterwards  to  repair  to 
England  to  give  an  account  to  the  Council  of  State  of  the 
condition  of  this  place  and  of  the  troops  under  my  com- 
mand, I  have  done  the  first,  and  am  now  ready  to  em- 
bark to  perform  the  second.  Some  have  dissuaded  me 
against  this  journey ;  but  I  think  I  sufficiently  imderstand 
the  measures  I  ought  to  take  in  this  business.  I  find  my- 
self obliged  to  experience  the  least  or  the  worst  that  can 
happen  to  me.  God  will  give  such  success  as  He  shall 
think  fit,  and  I  am  resolved  to  show  no  fear,  thinking  it 
better  to  perish  Uke  a  man  with  some  Uttle  courage,  than 
to  live  with  the  reputation  of  a  coward.  In  all  sincere 
humiUty  I  conjure  your  Eminence  to  believe  that,  whe- 
ther fortune  favours  me  or  proves  unfavourable,  I  shall 
never  forget  the  obligations  that  I  am  under  to  live  and 
die  in  the  utmost  fidelity  to  your  Emineuce/*  On  his 
arrivnl  in  London,  Lockhart  gave  the  most  candid  expla- 
nations to  the  leaders  of  the  Parliament,  in  regard  to  his 
opinions  and  position :  they  appreciated  his  straightfor- 
wardness, and  with  inteUigent  confidence,  sent  him  back  to 
his  post,  convinced  that  they  could  put  no  one  in  his  place 
so  well  quahfied  to  serve  the  interests  of  England  and  of 
peace.  Towards  the  ambassador  of  France  in  London 
their  conduct  was  equally  judicious;  they  were  probably 
not  unaware  that  Mazarin,  preferring  a  Protectorate  to 
a  Comtnouwejilth,  had  instructed  Bordeaux  to  offer  to 
Richard  Cromwell  the  support  of  France ;  but  they  also 


knew  that  Bordeaui,  in  order  to  retain  his  embafisy^  had 
at  heart  the  maintenaDce  of  amicable  relations  between 
the  two  States,  They  therefore  treated  bitu  with  distiuc- 
lion»  and  made  ereij  cfi'ort  to  convince  him  that,  in  order 
to  aecnie  the  «ame  end,  they  were  themselves  disposed 
to  make  great  sacrifir^s.  ^'  Some  of  the  mioisters  of  tbia 
State,"  wrote  Bordeaux  to  Mazarin,  on  the  7th  of  Au- 
gosty  "  have  given  tne  to  understand  that  it  was  not  to 
their  advantage  to  retain  any  conquests  beyond  seas,  that 
Dnnldrk  was  a  burdcQ  to  thenj,  and  only  served  to  keep 
up  a  misunderstanding  with  Spain,  and  that  therefore,  if 
their  advice  was  taken  on  the  matter,  it  should  not  stand 
in  the  way  of  peace."  With  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
poUcy  of  the  Cardinal^  whatever  might  be  the  wishes  of 
the  Court  of  France,  Bordeaux  tiius  summarily  described 
the  prt&ition  of  affairs — '*  The  Commonwealth  must  snb- 
oaty  or  the  King  must  return ;"  aud  he  well  knew  that 
IteaHa  would  resign  himself  to  acknowledge  the  Com- 
monwealth rather  than  run  the  risk  of  a  war  to  restore 
the  King.  And  the  Parliamentary  leaders  and  Bordeaux 
were  right :  though  still  holding  out  hopes  to  Charles  II., 
Maxarin  detcnuined  to  recognize  the  Commonwealth,  and 
•eot  new  credcntiaU  to  Bordeaux,  But  the  Parlimuent 
did  not  consider  the  terms  of  these  credentials  suiGciently 
respectful}  and  refused  to  give  audience  to  the  ambaa- 
ndor.  Bordeaux  remonstrated;  Mazarin  waited^  but 
DO  event  occurred  to  save  him  from  the  necessity  of  yield- 
ing ;  credeotials  in  such  terms  as  the  Parliament  required. 
were  at  length  sent  to  Bordeaux;  on  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember he  was  admitted  to  an  audience,  and  though  mu- 
tual distrust  and  ill-will  still  prcvailetl,  peace  was  never- 
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theles»  BoJemnly  ratified  between  the  Couft  of  France  aud 
the  R€publican  Parliament.^ 

In  regard  to  Holland,  the  position  of  the  new  govern* 
ment  was  less  complicated ;  for,  in  London,  far  from  en- 
tertaining any  ambitious  views  in  respect  to  that  country, 
it  was  the  general  ^vish  that  the  two  commonwealths 
might  thenceforward  Uve,  not  only  in  peace,  but  in  close 
friendship;  and  the  Dutch  fully  reciprocated  this  desire. 
The  state  of  affairs  in  the  Baltic,  however,  might  at  any 
time  renew  the  conflict  between  them:  up  to  this  time, 
England  had  supported  Sweden,  while  Holland  remained 
faithful  to  the  cause  of  Denmark.  The  English  resident 
at  the  Hague,  Mr.  Downing,  was  one  of  Cromwell's  mi- 
nisters, and  the  Parliament  felt  but  little  confidence  in 
him.  His  recall  was  brought  under  discussion ;  the  zeal- 
ous Republicans  wished  to  appoint  Colonel  Rich,  one  of 
their  own  party,  in  his  stead ;  Ijut  the  more  sagacious 
pohticians  succeeded  in  maintaining  Downing  at  his  post. 
At  the  same  time  it  was  resolved,  at  any  cost,  to  put  an 
end  to  those  disputes  about  the  navigation  of  the  Baltic, 
which  had  so  long  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  North,  in- 
jured the  commerce  of  England,  and  destroyed  the  har- 
mony of  the  Protestant  States.  Four  plenipotentiaries, 
with  Algernon  Sidney  at  their  head,  received  orders  to 
go  on  board  the  fleet  of  Admiral  Montague,  and  to  use 
every  effort,  in  concert  with  the  plenipotentiaries  of  Hol- 
land, to  effect  this  pacitication.  After  protracted  confe- 
rences, the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  commonwealths 


^  Bt.nleauj  io  Mazarin,  May  lS-26.  Jrnie  2-3.  July  7-29-31.  Au. 
f^udt  7-lS-2ft-31,  and  SeptombcT  1,  lii69;  Boe  ArraKPis,  CommonB* 
•Tourtiald.  vol.  vii.  pp.  603<  757,  756;  Ludlow'e  Memoirs,  pp.  2B3,  284. 


THE    DAWX    or   TDK    RESTORATION. 


169 


I 


I 


igreed  on  a  ^tfi  of  ft  trentj,  which  they  submitted  to 
the  two  belligerent  Kings,  in  the  capacity  of  mediators. 
TTw  lung  of  Sweden  haughtily  rejected  their  proposition  j 
be  told  the  En^isb  CoimQi»8ioDeTs  that,  so  long  as  they 
proved  lh<?m#fl?^  his  friends,  he  was  willing  to  accept 
tbem  M  medntofs,  but  not  as  arbitrators ;  and  turning 
towwds  the  Dutch  envoys,  he  said  that  he  looked  upon 
tbem  as  his  enemies,  and  would  in  no  respect  admit  of 
ibeir  mediation :  then,  laying  his  hand  upon  his  sword, 
be  added:  "You  make  projects  of  treaties  in  reliance 
upon  your  fleets,  and  I  take  my  resohitions  upon  uiy 
nracd."  He  also  expresaed  his  surprise  that  two  Re- 
publics dionld  thus  presume  to  impose  conditions  on 
crowned  heads.  "  Sir,"  repUed  Sidney,  who  spoke  for 
his  ooUaigiiea  during  this  interview,  "  the  friendship  of 
Eo^and  is  on  these  terms/'  No  definite  conclusion  was 
armed  at,  aud  the  war  between  the  two  Kings  conti- 
nued ;  but  it  was  clear  that  a  change  had  taken  place  in 
the  policy  of  England,  and  that  the  nephew  of  Gustavus 
Adc^hos  could  no  longer  reckon  upon  her  support.  "  Al- 
tboo^  General  Montague  has  thorouglUy  broken  off  &om 
the  King  of  Sweden,  and  both  he  and  the  officers  of  his 
fleet  have  been  loaded  with  chains  of  gold/'  wrote  £or- 
deaoji  to  Brieime,  on  the  6th  of  October,  "  the  Parliament 
does  not  appear  any  more  inclined  to  embrace  the  inter- 
ceta  of  that  Prince,  and  his  liberality  will  scjircely  repair 
the  eviJ  effect  produced  by  his  rage.  Even  the  enemies  of 
this  government  praise  the  high-spirited  manner  iu  which 
Colonel  Sidney  answered  him ;  and  if  this  public  di&&atis- 
frction  docs  not  induce  the  Parliament  to  conform  to  the 
wishes  of  the  United  Proviuces,  they  will  at  least  be  al- 
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lowed  full  liberty  to  assist  Denmark,  in  pursuant^  of  tbcir 
resolution  to  do  so."  At  the  Hague,  still  stronger  hopes 
were  entertnined.  "1  perceive  by  Mr.  Downing,"  wrote 
Jolm  de  Witt  to  Nieuport,  the  Dutch  ambassador  in 
London,  "that  they  in  England  be  reaolved  to  pursue 
the  business  with  vigour  against  Sweden,  in  case  his 
Majesty  continues  to  refuse  to  make  peace  upon  the  pro- 
posed conventions.  .  .  ,  I  hope  God  will  give  a  good 
issue  of  this  business,"' 

The  war  with  Spain  was  the  only  remaining  question : 
a  war  which  the  English  Republicans  had  never  approved, 
and  which  they  were  now  less  than  ever  disposed  to  pi'o- 
secute,  France  and  Spain  were  no  longer  engaged  in 
active  warfare ;  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  and  the  pre- 
liminaries of  peace,  liad  been  agreed  on ;  the  marriage  of 
Louis  XIV,  with  the  Infanta  Maria  Theresa  bad  been 
arranged ;  Mazarm  and  Don  Louis  de  Hare  met  in  the 
Isle  of  Pheasants,  at  the  foot  of  the  Pyrenees,  "  less  to 
confer/*  as  they  themselves  stated,  **  than  to  unite  the 
two  Crowns  by  the  bonds  of  a  sincere  and  perfect  friend- 
ship ;"  and  the  Treaty  of  the  Pyrenees  was  concluded. 
The  conclusion  of  this  tre^ity  tilled  the  Parliament  with 
the  liveliest  apprehensions ;  now  that  France  and  Spain 
were  reconciled,  would  they  not  combine  to  make  war 
against  the  Commonwealth,  and  to  restore  Charles  Stuart  ? 
Public  rumour  asserted  that  that  Prince  was  about  to 
proceed  in  person  to  the  Pyrenees,  in  order  to  lose  no 

'  Commons*  Jotirnals,  vol.  tii.  pp.  652.  659,  663,  mt,  670,  676,  688. 
689,  fi93,  ti93>  691,  699^  70l»  746,  746,  767.  779,  785;  Tharloe*  Sute 
Papera.  vol.  vii.  pp.  676,  724»  727*  733.  733.  730,  881 ;  Baker,  p.  705 ; 
Ludlow's  Memoirs,  p.  3ti2 ;  Bordeaux  to  Mazarin  aad  BriemtC',  Mity  A, 
June  16.  September  1-27-29,  and  October  6,  1669.     See  Apprsdii. 


tnne  in  turning  the  newij-made  peace  between  the  two 
Cooits  to  his  own  odvant^e,  and  soliciting  their  assist* 
Lockhart,  who  had  now  returned  to  Faiis,  re- 
eei?eil  ordears  to  present  his  new  credentials  to  the  King 
wiClHNit  dday,  and  to  proceed  immediately  afterwards  to 
St.  Jean  de  Loz,  in  order  to  watch  narrowly  the  progress 
of  the  D^otiations,  and  to  lose  no  opportunity  of  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth.  He  had  in- 
rtmelaOQs  to  offer  peace  to  Spain,  either  in  the  shape  of 
A  igyniife  treaty  with  England,  or  by  making  England  a 
ptfty  to  the  peace  between  Spain  and  France.  He  set  out 
with  ft  numeroos  retinue  of  secretaries,  pages,  serv^t^ 
cmiageB,  and  horses  ;  determined  to  maintain  his  am- 
bflnsdorial  rank  with  suitable  dignity,  and  to  secure  his 
porition  under  the  Commonwealth  by  means  of  that  io- 
timacy  with  Mazarin  which  he  had  contracted  while  in 
the  senrioe  (rf  Cromwell  He  arrived  at  St„  Jean  de  Luz 
on  the  1st  of  August,  and  on  the  «ame  day  he  «Tote  to 
Vane :  "  I  expect  my  train  in  three  or  four  days,  and  in 
the  meantime  am  not  alt<^etber  idle.  I  have  my  little 
eoiisstfin  abroad,  and  be^idea  the  informations  1  get  from 
tlteisoe^  I  instnaate  (by  ail  the  safe  and  handsome  means 
I  can)  to  some  near  Don  Louis  that  a  peace  with  Eng- 
land may  he  had  upon  reasonable  terms/'  The  safest 
and  handsomest  means  which  Lockhort  had  at  his  dis- 
ponl  was  Mazarin  himself,  who  readily  served  as  his  in- 
termediary with  Don  Louis  de  Haro.  **  The  English  am- 
bsMidor  Lockhart,"  wrot^J  the  Cardinal  to  AL  Le  TcUitr, 
on  the  SOth  of  August,  "  has  requested  me  to  ascertain 
from  Don  Louis  whether  he  could  see  him,  in  execution 
of  the  orders  wliich  he  has  received  inMu  his  superiors,  in 
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order  to  inform  him  that  their  intention  was  to  live  at 
peace  with  all  nations,  and  that  he  was  fidly  empowered 
to  conclude  a  peace  with  his  Excellency,  in  case  he  liad 
similar  authority  from  bia  master,  the  King  of  Spain.  1 
stated  all  this  to  Don  Louis,  who  said  that  the  ambas- 
sador might  pi-oceed  tomorrow  to  Andaye*  atid  that  if 
he  sent  his  chamberlain  to  request  an  audience  for  the 
day  following^  it  should  be  granted  hira  at  any  hour  he 
might  appoint ;  and  when  I  told  him  that  it  would  be 
necessary  to  take  measures  to  prevent  any  disturbance, 
as  there  are  many  Scotch  and  Irishmen  in  Fontarabia, 
Don  Louis  begged  me  to  assure  the  ambiissador  that  he 
might  safely  rely  upon  his  word/** 

This  was  not,  as  CromwcU's  policy  had  been,  a  vigorous 
and  high-minded  [loUcy,  seeking  the  consolidation  of  its 
power  at  home  by  the  asSLTtiou  of  its  authority  and  dig- 
nity abroad ;  but  it  was  a  sensible  course  of  conduct,  pur- 
sued by  a  government  which  was  uneasy  iu  spite  of  its 
vigdancCj  and  which,  conscious  of  the  precaidousness  of 
its  position,  strenuously  endeavoured  to  suppress  all  ques- 
tions and  all  affairs  that  it  was  not  absolutely  compelled 
to  confront,  and  desired  nothing  more  than  to  live  at 
peace  with  its  neighbours,  in  order  that  it  might  have 
some  chance  of  subsisting  at  home,  in  spite  of  the  ma- 
chinations and  efforts  of  its  enemies. 

This  firnmcss  of  demeanour  at  home,  and  this  intelli- 
gent prudence  of  conduct  abroad,  were  not  without  tlieir 
cHect ;  and  the  Parliament  witnessed  the  gradual  disap- 

'  Commons'  Jcnirnala,  vol.  vii.  p.  705;  Ludlow's  Memoir*,  p.  295; 
Clarcudoa'a  State  Papers,  voU  liL  pp.  628, 63fcl,  641 ;  Lcltrea  du  CardiimT 
Mvzsa\u  Bur  1»  N^goci&Hoa  du  Traiii'  Jra  PjTeni^'CB,  vol.  i.  p.  152  j  Bor- 
dt'om  lo  Brionup,  Jdy  17, 1050.    Sou  ApPBMtlx. 
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of  eome  of  those  peqilexities  and  duugers  which 
U  MBuled  it  at  \U  rctuni  to  poii-cr. 

The  two  SODS  of  Cromwell  jielded  full  submission  to 
iU  authority.  Richard  was  treated  with  some  harshness ; 
bat  it  most  be  confessed  that  he  manif^tcd  a  reluctance 
to  kare  Whitehall  which,  though  perhaps  Decessary  to 
fail  Sifetft  VBK  certainly  ondignified  as  regarded  himself, 
and  ofleastre  to  his  conquerors.  The  House  deputed  St. 
John  and  Ficltering  to  convey  to  him  its  orders  that  he 
should  leave  the  palace ;  and  at  the  sAtne  time  to  obtain 
from  him  a  schedule  of  his  debts,  and  his  signature  to 
a  deed  of  subnussioo  to  the  atilhority  of  the  Parliameat. 
Ridiard  gave  them  a  schedule  of  the  debts  which  he 
had  found  owing  at  the  death  of  his  father,  and  which 
amounted  to  £29,040 ;  and  he  added  a  statement  of  hia 
own  private  fortune,  which,  after  the  payment  of  various 
encumbrances,  left  him  an  annual  income  of  only  £1299, 
oot  of  which  he  would  have  to  pay  a  debt  of  £3000 
coutracted  by  himself  during  his  father's  lifetime.  "Aa 
to  that  part  of  your  resolve/'  he  wrote  to  the  House, 
••  whereby  your  Committee  are  to  inform  themselves  how 
fiir  I  do  acquiesce  in  the  government  of  this  Common* 
wealth,  as  it  is  declared  by  this  ParUament,  I  trust  my 
past  curiage  hitherto  hath  manifested  my  acquie^encc 
in  (be  will  and  disposition  of  God,  and  that  I  love  and 
vakie  the  peace  of  this  Commonwealth  mnch  above  my 
own  concernments.  .  .  .  And  as,  with  other  men,  I  ex- 
pect protection  from  the  present  government,  I  do  hold 
mjadf  obliged  to  demean  myself  with  all  peaceabtenesa 
B  ni>der  it»  and  to  procure,  to  the  uttermost  of  my  power^ 
I     that  all  in  whom  I  have  any  interest  do  the  same,"   The 
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House,  on  the  25th  of  May,  declared  itself  satisfied  with 
this  jiroraise,  referred  the  schedule  of  debts  to  be  exa- 
mined by  the  standing  Committee  of  Finance,  appointed 
a.  special  Committee  to  consider  "  what  was  fit  to  be 
done  as  to  the  settlement  of  a  comfortable  and  honourable 
subsistence  on  Richard  Cromwell,  eldest  son  of  the  late 
Lord  General  Cromwell*'*  advanced  him  a  sum  of  two 
thousand  pounds  "  for  his  present  occasions/*  and  again 
requested  him  to  leave  Whitehall.  But  Richard  still 
remained  there,  either  from  a  weak-minded  unwilling- 
ness to  tear  himself  from  the  last  relics  of  his  former 
greatness,  or  because  his  palace  was  his  only  asylum 
against  the  creditors  who  were  incessantly  demanding 
of  him,  not  only  the  payment  of  his  own  debts,  but  the 
balance  wliich  still  remained  due  of  the  expenses  of  his 
father's  funeral.  Six  weeks  elapsed  before  the  House, 
on  the  report  of  Ilaslerig,  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  question,  referred  it  to  a  special  committee  to  inquire 
how  much  8tiU  remained  due  for  fmieral  expenses,  and 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  same  by  the  Common- 
wealth j  exempted  Richard  from  all  arrest  for  any  debt 
whatsoever,  during  six  months ;  and  peremptorily  re- 
quired him  to  remove  from  Whitehall  within  six  days. 
Thus  freed  fi*om  apprehension  as  to  his  personal  liberty, 
Richard  obeyed.  While  his  servants  were  packing  up 
his  goods,  he  gave  them  strict  orders  to  be  very  careful 
of  two  old  trunks  that  stood  in  his  wardrobe ;  one  of  his 
friends  asked  him  what  they  contained,  that  he  was  so 
careful  of  them.  "  Why,"  replied  he,  "  nothing  less  than 
the  lives  and  fortunes  of  all  the  good  people  of  England." 
The  two  chents  were  filled  with  the  addresses  whicli,  at 
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■eecBnoD,  bad  been  sent  to  him  &oin  alJ  quarters^ 
t  his  disposal  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  whole 
rfaose  safety^  they  said,  depended  upon  his  go- 
nnaieat.  fij  the  advice  of  Fleetwood,  Ricliard,  on 
lovring  Whitehall,  retired  to  Hampton  Court,  there  to 
iwmt  tbe  deciskHi  of  his  fate  by  the  Farhameiit.  A  few 
dajs  afterwards,  oti  the  10th  of  Julj^  the  House  resolveei 
thai  the  debts  of  the  late  Lord  General  Cromwell  should 
be  paid  bj  the  Oimmonwealth,  and  that  his  eldest  son 
Bickard  shonld  be  exempted  and  discharged  from  all  re- 
ipouibilitT  in  reference  thereto ;  that  the  yearly  revenue 
at  the  said  Richard  Cromwell  should  be  made  up  to  ten 
Ummnd  pounds  during  his  life,  by  a  grant  of  eight 
tlunsflaKi  seven  hundred  poimd^  out  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Foai  Office ;  and  that  lands  of  the  annual  value  of  five 
thoQSaod  pounds  should  be  settled  on  him  and  his  heirs 
for  ever,  as  soon  as  possible,  in  abatement  of  the  charge 
on  the  revenue  of  the  Post  Office.  In  reliance  on  these 
voleS)  Ricliard  quitted  Hampton  Court  as  well  as  White- 
halL^ 

Tbe  retirement  of  Henry  Cromwell  was  marked  by  less 
opposition  on  his  part,  if  not  by  less  bitteroessa  of  feeling, 
and  his  conduct  under  the  circumtitances  was  unqueation- 
ably  more  dignified  than  tlint  of  his  brother.  On  the 
7th  of  June»  be  was  recalled  to  Engknd  by  an  order  of 
the  House^  which  had  decided  that  Ireland  should  in  fu- 
tm«  be  govCTned  by  live  Commissioners.     He  imuiedi- 

I  ConiBoiiA*  Jcum&U,  toL  tiI.  pp.  655,  6«4,  704.  715.  riO;  Old  Fhr- 
U— gulf  J  History,  r&L  xxi.  pp.  419-430 ;  LadJow's  Memoir*,  pp.  277, 
281  i  Kobl«'«  Hnaoira  of  the  ProipetoraJ  Housf  of  Cromffdl,  rul.  t. 
I*p.  leS-ieSw  17».  ISO.  32-S-337 :  Bordeaux  to  MAzarin,  June  2,  and 
Jttly  7. 16«.     S*e  AFrtxtm. 
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ately  abandoned  all  Royalist  machinations, — whether  from 
conscious  weakness,  or  from  mi  willingness  to  betray  his 
father's  cause,  it  is  impossible  now  to  ascertain;  made  no 
resistance  to  Sir  Hardress  Waller,  who  came  to  take  pos* 
session  of  Dublin  Castle  in  the  name  of  the  Parliament; 
andj  on  the  15th  of  June»  sent  the  following  pledge  of 
fiubraission  lo  the  House :  "  I  acquiesce,"  be  wrote,  "  in 
the  present  way  of  government,  although  I  cannot  pro- 
mise so  much  afTection  to  the  late  changes,  as  others  vi-ry 
honustly  may.  For  ray  own  part,  I  can  say  that  I  believe 
God  was  present  in  many  of  your  administrations,  before 
you  were  last  interrupted,  and  may  be  so  again ;  to  which 
end  I  hope  that  those  worthy  persons,  who  have  lately 
acknowledged  their  interrupting  you  in  the  year  1653 
to  have  been  their  fault,  will,  by  that  sense  of  their  im- 
patience, be  henceforth  engaged  to  do  so  no  more.  .  .  . 
For  my  own  part,  I  had  an  honourable  opinion  of  the 
government  you  are  now  returned  unto,  before  its  dis- 
continuance; and  yd  I  must  not  deny  but  that  the  free 
submission,  which  many  worthy,  wise,  and  conscientious 
persons  yielded  to  the  late  government  under  a  siugle 
person,  satisfied  me  also  in  that  form ;  and  whereas  my 
father,  (whom  I  hope  you  yet  look  upon  as  no  inconsi- 
derable instniment  of  the  happiness  and  freedom  of  these 
nations,)  and  since  him  my  brother,  were  constituted  chief 
in  those  administrations,  and  that  the  returning  to  ano- 
ther form  hath  been  looked  upon  as  an  indignity  to  those 
my  nearest  relations,  I  cannot  but  acknowledge  my  own 
weakness  as  to  the  sudden  digesting  thereof,  and  my  own 
vuifitness  to  serve  you  in  liie  currying  on  your  further 
superi^tructurea  upon  that  basis ;  and  as  I  cannot  promise 
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iDjtlimg  which  infers  the  diminution  of  my  late  father  s 
haaoar  and  merit,  so  I  thank  the  Lord,  for  that  He  hath 
kqit  me  silb  in  the  great  teuiptation,  wherewith  I  have 
faoBD  Mnalted,  to  withdraw  my  affection  from  that  cuuse 
wlmviii  he  lived  and  died."  Less  than  three  weeks  after 
the  despatch  of  thb  honest  aiid  high-spirited  letter,  Henry 
Crooiwell  returned  to  London  ;  and,  on  the  4th  of  July, 
Fleetwood  announced  his  arrival  to  the  House,  and  stated 
thfti  he  waa  rcady  to  give  an  account  of  his  administra- 
tson  of  a£&irs  in  Ireland :  upon  whicb»  a  vote  was  passed, 
"TWt  it  be  referred  to  the  CouncLl  of  State  to  hear 
Colodel  Heni^  CromweLl*g  relation^  as  touching  the  mar 
oagement  of  affairs  in  Ireland  ^  and  that  Colonel  Henry 
Cromwell  hasre  liberty  to  retire  himself  into  the  country, 
whither  he  shall  think  fit,  upon  his  own  orcasions."' 

The  Royalists,  whose  hopes  had  rested  to  a  great  ex- 
tent on  Henry  Cromwell's  co-operation,  were  unwilling 
to  believe  that  he  had  thus  abandoned  their  cause.  "  We 
do  not  bcUeve  the  general  discourses  of  Henry  CromweH's 
^hmMMftn "  wrote  Hydc  to  £dward  Villiers^  on  the 
SOth  of  June ;  "the  King  looks  upon  Lord  Broghitl  as  a 
penon  who  may  be  most  instrumental  to  do  him  ser- 
vice there,  .  .  .  and  he  therefore  very  much  desires  that 
jou  would  make  haste  into  Ireland,  and  that  you  would 
■Miife  Lord  Broghill  of  all  that  he  can  wish  for  from  the 
King,  if  he  will  perform  this  service,  and  that  he  may 
likewise  undertake  to  Henrj'  Cromwell  that  he  shall  be 
gra^6ed  in  all  that  he  will  propose/'     When  it  becanie 


^^^L>  ComiDons'  JottntftU.  tcI  tiL  p.  705  -,  TLurior's  State  Papen.  taL  viL 
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impossible  to  doubt  the  fact  that  Henry  Cromwell  had 
sent  in  hia  submission  to  the  Parliament,  the  Koyalista 
took  their  revenge  on  him  by  speaking  of  himself  and  his 
family  in  the  most  insulting  terms.  "  Richard  Cromwell," 
wrote  Mr.  Broderick  to  Hyde,  on  the  16th  of  July,  "is 
retired  into  Hampshire,  having  no  money  within  his 
purse,  nor,  without  it,  a  friend ;  Harry  ia  gone  to  his 
father-in-law,  in  Cambridgeshire ;  Claypole  Im-ks  for  debt 
(being  really  very  poor),  and  pretends  himself  in  France  ; 
the  old  woman's  wealth  falls  short  of  expectation ;  nor  is 
Faulconbridge  any  whit  proud  of  the  alliance,"  So  com- 
plete a  downfall  of  the  Cromwell  family^  and  so  great  a 
disappointment  to  the  Royahsts,  were  a  double  victory  to 
the  Parliament.' 

Another  and  still  more  important  success  was  that 
Monk  declared  in  its  favour.  Despising  anarchy  with  all 
the  repugnance  of  a  veteran  soldier,  and  dreading  its  effect 
upon  his  own  fortune  no  less  than  upon  his  country, 
Monk  invariably  gave  his  support^  if  not  his  devoted  al- 
legiance, to  that  power  which,  at  the  moment,  appeared 
to  htm  most  capable  of  holding  the  reins  of  government. 
After  the  expulsion  of  the  Long  Parliament  he  had  obeyed 
and  served  Cromwell ;  when  Richard  Cromwell  was  over- 
thrown, he  determined,  for  the  same  reasons  and  within 
the  same  Umits,  to  serve  and  obey  the  restored  Long 
Parhamcnt,  Many  of  the  officers  in  his  army,  moreover, 
were  Republicans,  and  kept  up  a  close  correspondence 
with  those  in  the  English  army ;  so  that  it  would  not 
have  been  safe  for  him  to  oppose  their  wishes.  In  con- 
cert with  them,  he  wTote  to  the  Parliament,  on  the  12th 
of  May,  to  express  his  joy  at  their  restoration  to  power, 

'  Clurciidon'ft  Stale  Pnperfl.  vol.  iii.  pp.  501.  52S. 
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*"  for  joar  pmeooe^''  he  said,  "  we  have  so  long  wanted, 
(hit,  had  joa  stayed  but  a  little  longer,  it  might  hare 
been  left  to  be  in<|atred  what  England  was^"  He  recoin- 
mended,  howeveTj  in  most  emphatic  terms,  **  that  some 
tpetdjctn  migfat  be  taken  for  his  late  Highness  and  his 
fanily,  together  with  her  Highness-Dowager,  that  there 
mBT  be  sach  a  provision  settled  upon  them^  and  such 
other  dignities,  as  are  suitable  to  the  former  great  ser- 
vices of  that  family  to  these  nations."  And  after  having 
reminded  the  Parliament  of  the  ciril  and  religious  hopes 
of  the  good  old  cau&e,  he  ended  by  saying :  "  And  whilst 
yott  are  pleading  and  asserting  the  interest  of  God  and 
his  people^  joa  may  rest  assured,  with  greatest  confi- 
dence, that  we  shall  appear  in  your  defence,  and  the  vin- 
dication of  your  authority,  against  the  opposition  of  all 
arbitrary  powers  whatsoever."  On  receiving  this  letter, 
the  joy  of  the  House  was  unbounded ;  orders  were  given 
that  it  should  be  immediately  printed  and  distribut^^d  in 
ererv  direction ;  ^id  the  Council  of  St^te  was  directed  to 
prepare  an  answer,  to  be  signed  by  the  Speaker,  express- 
ing the  "  good  acceptance  and  thanks  of  the  House"  to 
Monk  and  his  army.  Before  many  weeks  had  passed, 
faowcrer,  this  friendly  feeling  was  on  the  point  of  being 
deatzojed.  The  House,  notwithstanding  all  its  demonstra- 
taom  of  confidence  and  affection,  would  have  been  glad 
to  diminish  the  influence  of  Monk  over  the  array  in  Soot- 
hwd,  and  to  raise  up  a  faction  against  him  among  its 
ranks ;  it  accordingly  attempted  to  subject  his  array  to 
_  the  same  treatment  a^  the  Enghsh  army  had  already  un- 
I  dergone  at  its  hands,  and  to  e^ect  a  purge  of  its  officers. 
I     Some  of  his  trustiest  friends  were  recalled,  and  super- 
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sedcfl  by  men  who  were  either  zealous  Kepiiblicans,  fa- 
natical democrats,  or  mystical  sectaries ;  but  even  these 
knew  Monk*9  character  too  well  to  consent  to  enter  his 
army  against  his  will ;  and  before  setting  out  for  Scot* 
land,  they  had  the  prudence  to  send  him  word  that  they 
had  been  appointed  to  one  or  other  of  hia  regiments. 
Monk  immediately  wrote  to  the  Speaker,  on  the  2nd  of 
June,  to  the  effect  that  "  he  had  heard  of  their  intention 
to  displace  many  of  his  officers,  which  he  conceived  they 
did,  not  from  any  knowledge  they  had  of  their  persons  or 
qnnlifications,  but  the  informations  of  others ;  and  that  he 
thought  himself  as  fit  to  be  credited  as  any,  and  did  as- 
sure them  his  officers  were  all  honest  and  stout  men,  for 
whose  fidelity  and  good  behaviour  he  would  be  engaged." 
The  House  was  alarmed,  and  gave  way ;  the  two  regi- 
ments of  cavalry  and  infantry,  of  which  Monk  himself 
was  colonel,  were  exempted  from  all  change,  without  his 
express  consent ;  and  with  regard  to  the  other  regiments, 
the  newly  appointed  officers  did  not  make  their  appear- 
ance, and  those  who  had  been  recalled  were  aUowed  to 
remain  at  their  |)osts-     By  this  resokite,  though  quiet 
resistance.  Monk's  influence  increased  greatly  both  in 
England  and  Scotland,  in  the  Parliament  and  in  his  own 
array ;  even  his  rivals,  Fleetwood  and  Lambert,  wrote  to 
him  frequently,  either  to  ask  his  advice,  or  for  the  sole 
purpose  of  keeping  on  friendly  terras  with  him.     The 
House  of  Commons,  though  distrusting  him,  treated  hiiu 
with  the  utmost  consideration  as  an  indispensable  sup- 
porter ;  and  he  served  the  House  for  the  time,  without 
giving  it  his  hearty  adhcRnicc.* 

'  Oommona'  Jonnmlft^  vol.  rii,  pp.  G58.  670,  677,  OHO-,  Old  Pajlin- 
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'  'nmrloe  and  St.  John,  the  most  trusted  of  Cromwell's 
adTiaers,  were  aot  less  tractable  than  his  sons  had  been. 
"  If  you  can,  I  praj  tell  me  the  mjsteiy  how  St.  John 
eomes  to  hold  his  credit/'  wrote  lljde  to  Mr.  Broderick, 
oe  the  4ih  of  Jane :  "  is  Thurloe  like  to  get  in  at  the 
nme  door?  I  do  not  enou^rh  understand  how  St.  John 
ptcxnes  himself  with  those  people^  both  of  the  civil  and 
theskartial  power;  bnt  1  do  less  understand  how  Thurloe 
ilnpes,  and  is  in  danger  to  be  excepted  out  of  the  Act 
of  Oblivion,  and  at  the  same  time  employed  in  the  great- 
ert  secrets  of  the  government,  for  I  have  some  reason  to 
believe  that  he  meddles  as  much  as  ever  in  the  foreign 
iDtdiigcnce/''  Hjde's  sosptcions  were  well-founded ;  the 
Eepabiican  leaders,  while  leaving  Thurloe  under  the  ap- 
pT^easion  that  he  woidd  be  made  a  victim  to  the  reac- 
tsooary  feeling  against  all  who  had  been  servants  of  the 
Usurper,  still  had  recourse  to  litai  for  the  management  of 
Joieign  affairs,  and  he  continued  for  some  time  to  direct 
tbat  department,  in  conjunction  with  Yane  and  Scott, 
wntiiig  despatches  for  them,  placing  at  their  disposal  all 
his  secret  sources  of  information  on  the  Continent,  at 
Paris,  Brussels^  and  Madrid,  and  merely  refusing  to  di- 
vulge the  names  of  the  agenU  from  whom  he  received  his 
despatches.  St.  John,  for  his  part,  had  no  conMence 
in  the  stability  of  the  Commonwealth  i  he  foresaw  that 
tbe  restoration  of  Charles  11.  was  inevitable,  and  took 
precautions  to  secure  his  family  and  himself  against 
the  worst  consequences  of  that  contingencyi     "  Sell  two 

BeBlOTf  History,  rot.  xxi.  pp.  414  4^ ;  Tharloc's  State  Papen,  rt>l.  ni. 
|k  609  f  Bakfi-'a  Chronicle,  p.  70&  ^  Gumble'a  Life  of  Alook,  pp.  &B-ll)S ; 
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inauorB,"  be  said  to  bis  son-in-law,  '*  and  transport  ten 
thousand  pounds  abroad]  and  for  the  remainder,  nm 
the  hazard  of  a  general  pardon,  for  such  we  may  expect, 
should  the  King  prevail."  In  the  meanwhile,  St.  John 
lived  on  good  terms  with  the  Republican  leaders,  gave 
them  much  useful  advice,  and  helped  them  through  their 
embarrassments  whenever  he  had  an  opportunity.  Neai'ly 
all  the  Cromwellians,  whether  relatives,  ministers,  gene- 
rals, or  distinguished  or  obscure  servants  of  tlie  great 
Protector,  either  submitted  to  the  authority,  or  embraced 
the  cause,  or  entered  the  servicej  of  that  mutilated  Long 
Parliament  which  Cromwell  had  expelled,  and  which  had 
now  retaliated  on  his  son> 

These  were  real  successes  on  the  part  of  the  Common- 
wealth i  successes  obtained  by  the  fidelity  of  its  leaders 
to  their  cause,  and  by  their  intelligent  activity  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  supreme  power.  But  these  nieiits  aud  suc- 
cesses were  vain.  Tlie  RepubUcans  still  continued  an 
isolated  clique,  utterly  destitute  of  the  sympathy  of  Eng- 
land, which  believed  neither  in  the  rightfulness  nor  the 
stability  of  their  administration,  and  ^\as  determined  not 
to  submit  to  their  rule.  Arrayed  against  them  were  the 
high  and  regular  powers  of  all  government,  the  national 
traditions,  and  the  social  hierarchy  of  their  country.  The 
nobles  and  most  of  the  provincial  gentlemen  were  either 
then'  ardent  opponents,  or  kept  completely  aloof  from 
them.  The  couutrj'  population  still  clung  to  its  recol- 
lections of  monarchy,  and  remamed  firm  in  its  attach- 

>  Clarendon's  State  Papers,  vol.  iiipp.  i7S,  4S2,  628,  53S ;  Commons' 
Journals,  ^^ol.  vii,  pp.  ti36,  677;  Old  Parliamentary  Hifltoiy,  vol.  m. 
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maxi  to  the  audeiit  praprieCors  of  the  soil.  In  the  towns, 
the  majority  of  the  better  class  of  citizens  were  Presby- 
tenaos,  favoiirable  to  a  Ihnited  mouarchy,  and  full  of 
unow  and  self-reproach  for  having  allowed  themselves 
to  be  carried  so  far  beyond  their  original  design.  Now 
moEc  than  evcr^  a  commonwealth  was  felt  to  be  a  facti- 
tious r^'me,  supported  by  a  subaltern  minority.  The 
most  eminent  of  the  Republican  leaders.  Vane  himself, 
bad  loet  all  hope  of  its  permanent  establishment,  though 
be  Mill  remained  unshaken  in  his  devotion  to  it.  "  The 
King/*  he  said,  "  will,  I  beUevej  at  one  time  or  other, 
obtain  the  crown,  for  the  nation  is  dissatisfied  with  any 
olber  goreminent/^' 

Discord  quickly  finds  its  way  into  the  ranks  of  falling 
parties  j  and  on  the  eve  of  a  common  overthrow,  men  en- 
g^ed  in  the  same  cause  are  often  as  envious  and  quar- 
nkaatoB  as  though  they  had  to  divide  among  themselves 
tbe  empire  of  the  world.  The  Republicans,  though  so 
volated  in  the  midst  of  the  nation,  were,  among  them- 
selvea,  a  prey  to  divisions  and  dissensions  of  all  kinds. 
lie  rigid  Parliamentarians  treated  those  who  denaanded 
greater  concessions  to  the  aruiy,  as  traitors.  The  Oli- 
garchs straggled  to  retain  the  supreme  power  in  the 
bands  of  the  old  Parliament;  while  the  confident  De- 
mocrats wished  to  confer  it  on  new  Parhament^  to  be 
elected  annually.  The  freethinkers  had  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  defending  themselves  against  the  intolerance 
of  tbe  fanatical  Puritans.  The  emulators  of  Greek  or 
Roman  antiquity  engaged  in  desperate  conflicts  against 

*  Chttvndrm'i  Stote  Fipers,  toI.  iil  p.  537 ;  BordeMU  to  Muuin. 
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the  mystical  sectaries,  who  wished  to  restore  the  judges 
of  Israel  or  the  reign  of  the  saints.  Among  these  frac* 
tions  of  parties  and  sects,  reconciliations  and  ruptures 
were  of  daily  occuiTcncc ;  the  contest  raged  on  one  day 
between  Haslerig  and  Vane^  on  another  between  Vane 
and  Neville,  on  a  third  between  Ludlow  and  Sidney, 
The  various  cliques  Lc!d  themselves  apart ;  their  vanity 
and  self-love  were  irritated  j  none  would  yield,  and  none 
could  succeed  in  attaining  predominance,  *'  Chaos  wna 
perfection  in  comparison  o['  our  order  and  govemraeut," 
wrote  Major  Wood,  on  the  3rd  of  June ;  "  parties  are 
Uke  so  many  floating  islands,  sometimes  joining  and  ap- 
pealing Ukc  a  continent,  when  the  next  flood  or  ebb  se- 
parates them,  so  that  it  can  hardly  be  known  where  they 
will  be  nest,  Fleetwood,  Lambert,  and  Dcsborough,  are 
not  much  reverenced  by  the  soldiers,  who,  it  is  beUeved, 
know  their  own  strength,  and  will  set  up  for  them* 
selves.  The  Parhameut  daily  expects  dissolution  i  Tues- 
day hist  it  was  debated  in  the  House  to  establish  them- 
selves  during  life.  Three  days  since,  five  tliousand  of 
the  Fifth-monarchy-men  met  at  Horsham  in  Sussex,  and 
dispersed  after  eight  lioiu's'  consultation.  There  are  two 
or  three  thousand  of  them  well  armed,  and  officers  ap- 
pointed to  every  thousand  and  every  hundred."  And 
on  the  25th  of  September,  Mr.  Rutnbold  wrote  to  Lord 
Chancellor  Hyde :  **  It  ia  here,  and  in  all  other  places, 
believed  that  the  Government  will  fall  into  the  hands  of 
Anabaptists  and  their  adherents  ;  which  gives  very  great 
apprehensions,  especially  to  such  persons  as,  having 
great  estates,  have  hitherto  secured  them  by  comply- 
ing with  the  prevailing  interest,  but  are  now  of  opinion 


TBZ    DAWN    OF  THE    BESTOB.VTION. 


185 


tfcai  tfaey  sball  not  long  enjo^  them  under  this  sort  of 
people   * 

It  WIS  precisely  among  this  sort  of  people  th&t  Vane, 
dfjpMring  of  the  triumph  of  his  cause^  now  sought  for 
ftrengtli  to  defend  it.  He  was  at  ouce  a  politician  and 
a  mjstic,  a  clear-headed  statesman  and  a  dreamy  theo- 
logiao,  subject  to  no  illusion  with  regard  to  the  perils 
which  thfe&tened  the  commonwealth,  and  ready  to  plunge, 
IB  ordet  to  save  it  &om  rain,  into  any  combinations  which 
M^g^ested  a  ray  of  hope  to  his  pioosjy  chimerical  imagi- 
Mtiuii.  "Two  props/'  he  said,  "support  this  Govern- 
ment,— religion  and  liberty;  of  the  former  ought  our 
principal  care  to  be,  and  those  seers  of  Israel  ought  in 
aU  things  to  have  the  preeminence.  They  must  not  be 
DMOJ.  .  .  .  Too  great  is  the  burden  for  a  single  person, 
because  liable  to  temptation  ;  but  a  few,  a  very  few/' 
He  accordingly  reduced  to  three,  instead  of  thirty,  the 
Dumber  of  members  of  the  Supreme  Council  to  which  he 
proposed  to  entrust,  not  only  the  executive  power,  but 
the  right  to  negative  the  resolutions  of  the  Parliament : 
and  he  allied  himself  with  the  Anabaptists,  Millennurians, 
and  the  Fiftb-monarchy-men,  in  order  to  secure  their  de- 
voted adherence  to  the  cause  of  the  commonwealth,  and 

create  for  himself  a  party,  by  placing  that  cause  under 
protection.  This  policy,  which  he  lost  no  opportu* 
nity  of  advocating  in  pious  meetings,  soon  acquired  for 
Vane,  among  the  lower  ranks  of  the  army  and  populace, 
an  amount  of  popularity  which  disquieted  the  other  Par- 

>  Ckntudon'*  SUte  Fsp^ni.  to],  iii.  pp.  479.  569.  484,  m.  511.  531 1 
nioe't  8tai«  Paper?,  vol.  rii-  p.  703;  LuiUqh^s  MiemulfH^  pp.  2ttu- 
r ;  Hotcktiisoii*!  Mcmuin,  p.  3ttl. 
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liamentary  leaders,  Haslerig,  Neville,  and  Sidney,  whose 

conduct  was  guided  rather  by  political  than  by  reUgious 
considerations  ;  and  they  resolved  to  get  rid  of  Vane  by 
procuring  his  appointment  as  ambassador  to  Holland. 
His  friends  however  succeeded  in  parrying  this  blow; 
he  was  not  appointed  ;  but  deep  distrust  and  animosity 
continued  to  prevail  on  both  aides;  and  the  opposing 
parties  taunted  each  other,  either  with  not  perceiving  the 
dangers  which  threatened  the  Commonwealth,  or  with 
hurrying  into  alliances  which,  for  from  saving  the  State, 
would  inevitably  work  its  ruin,* 

And  whilst,  in  the  Parliament  and  in  the  CouncU,  the 
Republicans  were  a  prey  to  these  destructive  dissensions, 
two  storms  were  accumulating  without,  which  burst  ere 
long  on  both  the  Commonwealth  and  the  Parliament. 

Ever  since  the  death  of  Cromwell,  the  Royahst  party 
had  been  apparently  inactive  ;  the  old  Cavaliers,  exhausted 
and  ruined  by  previous  efforts,  were^  for  the  most  part, 
but  little  inclined  to  expose  themselves  again  to  the  riska 
of  conspiracy  and  war;  the  most  respected  among  their 
leaders,  the  Marquis  of  Hertford  and  the  Earl  of  South- 
ampton for  example,  although  still  faithful  to  the  royal 
cause,  lived  in  retirement  on  their  estates,  not  thinking 
it  possible  to  engage  in  any  serious  undertaking  with  any 
reasonable  prospect  of  success,  and  resting  satisfied  with 
transmitting  to  Charles  II.  from  lime  to  time,  assurances 
of  fidchty  and  supphes  of  money-  Tbe  small  committee 
which  had  the  management  of  the  King's  affab-s  in  Lon- 

*  Clarendon's  State  Piipfra,  vol.  iii.  pp.  605,  &06 ;  R<?liquj»  Duitcri- 
vniD,  part  i.  pp.  74-76,  h)\ ;  Tlie  Life  and  Death  of  Sir  Henry  Vano 
(Tjcmdon,  1662),  passim;  Biographip.  Britannica.  toI.  ti,  pp.  398&- 
3P08  ;  Bprdesuj  to  Bricime.  JuJy  XO-17.  1669.     Seo  Ari^ENPIX, 
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Ur  &om  promoting  any  bold  enterpziscs,  discou- 
1  tbem,  and  recommended  prudence  and  patience  to 
adherents.  **  If  tou  could  appear  here  with  any 
force;"  wrote  Mr.  Ashton  to  Hyde,  on  the  15th 
Jnlr,  "  it  cauinot  rationatly  be  thought  but  most  men 
I  wiD  join  with  jou ;  but  for  jour  old  servants  to  begin 
Djthing  in  this  place  is  not  only  very  improbable,  but 
the  moBt  destmctive  thing  in  the  world  to  your  busiiiesa, 
■fed  that  which  i;8  desired  and  endeavoured  by  your 
<jMitMM  lo  eogage  your  party  in,  ss  the  only  expedient 
to  WHte  them."  Charles  and  his  advisers  in.  exile  had 
theandves  adopted  this  policy  of  waiting.  "  We  do  here 
deafy  eoocnr  with  you  in  the  opinion  that  our  friends 
OQgfat  to  Ue  still  and  be  quiet  till  a  good  opportunity 
be  offered,"  wrote  Hyde,  on  the  10th  of  May,  "  and 
^wt  do  aD  that  is  in  our  power  to  let  them  know  that  that 
is  the  King's  opinion  and  command.'*  When,  in  spite 
of  these  injunctions,  any  impatient  Cavaliers  engaged  in 
piot,  the  same  traitor  whom,  two  or  three  years  be- 
fliaie,  Cromwell  had  bribed  to  give  evidence  against  his 
eomrades.  Sir  Richard  Willis,  on  the  same  conditions  of 
discreet  moderation,  continued  to  inform  Thurloe,  and 
through  him  the  Repubhcan  leaders,  of  the  plans  and 
reaolutioiia  of  the  Royalist  committee,  and  thus  ensured 
the  sileat  defeat  of  schemes  projected  in  doubt  and  com- 
meoced  without  energy.* 

But  new  elements,  of  a  bolder  aad  more  vigorous  cha- 
racter, had  been  introduced,  and  were  daily  entering,  into 
the  Royalist  party.     Many  Presbyterians  were  desirous 
to  repair  the  injuries  they  had  done  to  the  monarchy,  and 
1  CUrendon's  State  P&pera^  toh  ui.  jip.  481.  535,  M8. 
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to  make  peace  with  it  by  coutributing  to  its  restoration ; 
many  CromwelUans  had  deserted  their  old  party,  mid 
found  it  necessary,  now  that  they  had  changed  masters, 
to  do  something  to  secure  or  remake  their  fortune  ;  many 
young  men,  who  had  not  been  engaged  in  the  former 
struggles,  were  anxious  to  play  a  part  in  their  country's 
history,  and  rcaddy  joined  the  royal  cause,  in  order  to 
have  an  end  of  those  revolutions  which  threateued  to  re- 
commence their  destructive  course,  and  of  those  govern- 
ments which  were  no  sooner  established  than  overthrown. 
These  men  bitterly  complained  of  tlie  sluggishness  of  the 
old  Royalists.  "  Of  all  the  parties  in  England,  the 
King's  is  truly  the  largest  and  most  indifferent/'  wrote 
Mordaunt  to  Hyde  and  the  King;  "I  strive  in  vain  to 
resist  this  flood  of  meanness  which  invades  us,  and  to 
shake  this  lethargy  off  which  ia  so  fatally  stupefactive. 
,  .  .  They  first  of  all  expected  the  revolt  of  Monk,  that 
failuig,  they  expected  the  revolt  of  Lockhart,  and  that 
failing,  they  still  hoped  tliat  General  Montague  would 
make  opposition."  At  the  sauie  tiuie  that  they  judged 
their  own  party  so  severely,  these  new  Royalists,  having 
no  personal  prejudices  and  animosities  to  contend  against, 
welcomed  into  their  ranks  all  the  alhes  who  seemed  dis- 
posed to  serve  their  cause ;  they  recommended  that  great 
consideration  should  be  shown  for  the  ecclesiastical  Bys^m 
tem  of  the  Presbyterians ;  they  affirmed  that  the  Crom- 
vveUians,  "  now  that  their  golden  calf  was  fallen,  would 
never  dejiart  from  their  uionarchical  principles."  Their 
demeanour  and  language  towards  the  King  himself  were 
characLerized  by  a  frankness  aud  independence  strangely 
at  vmiance  with  Court  habits.     "The  most  reserved  of 
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the  pmdcDtial  men/'  wrote  Mortlaunt  to  the  King,  on 
tbe  ICtb  of  June,  "  now  own  that  it  is  high  time  we  were 
better  piepored ;  and  though  no  man  dare  venture  to 
,  mtke  it  liLs  particolar  desire  to  persuade  so  great  a  risk, 
tof  necessitj  yoa  must  run  by  coming  hither,  yet,  Sir» 
mofft  humbly  beg  permission  to  tell  you  all  arc  unani- 
ihat  no  demonstration  can  ever  be  made  how  yon 
be  testored  without  hazarding  your  person."  In  all 
'ftrramstancce,  they  advised  the  King  to  act  with  bold- 
ness for  himsdf,  and  with  graceful  liberality  towards  his 
old  eoeitiieg.' 

Cbariea  listened  to  their  advice  with  great  apparent 
respect,  without  however  awakening  fiiU  confidence  that 
was  cither  willing  or  able  to  follow  it,  Tbe  men  who 
ive  him  these  counsels  were  good  Englishmen  and 
Protestants,  attached  to  their  national  institutions 
TC^giotts  creed.  Distrusting  alike  the  policy  and  the 
religion  of  the  Continent,  they  earnestly  desired  that  their 
King  should  be  restored  to  his  throne  "  solely  by  English 
haods ;"  and  it  was  a  matter  of  deep  concern  with  them 
bto  ascertain  whether  Charles  was  a  true  and  staunch  Pm- 
it.  The  Queen-mother  and  her  courtiers,  the  Duke 
of  York  and  his  adherents,  were  regarded  hy  thcra  with 
aniiety ;  for  the  public  profession  or  avowed  prc- 
mce  of  the  Catholic  faith  and  of  the  tenets  of  absohitc 
monarchy  prcvaUud  among  tliat  Uttle  band  of  exiles,  whom 
long  absence  had  rendered  almost  oblivious  of  the  politicsd 
traditions  and   religious  belief  of  England.     Although 


'  Cfaimdon's  State  Pkiiwn>.  vol.  lii,  pp.  mx  l«2.  491,  526.  488.  473. 
'  40l»  403.  50& ;  Bordeaux  to  Musrin.  June  IB  and  July  17.  Iij59.     Sire 
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Charles  lived  habitualJj  at  Brussels,  great  apprehensions 
were  excited  bj  his  mother's  influence  over  him,  and  by 
Ills  own  taste  for  the  Court  of  France,  which  he  never 
viflitcd  withont  yielding  with  delight  to  the  seductive 
charm  of  its  facile  manners  and  eiegant  pleasures.  Se- 
veral matrimonial  alliaaces  with  Frenchwomen  had  been, 
and  stilt  were,  proposed  to  him ;  among  others,  with 
Mademoiselle  de  Montpenaier,  Mademoiselle  de  Longue* 
ville,  Madame  de  Chatillon,  and  Hortense  Mancini,  the 
niece  of  Mazarin  ;  combinations,  some  based  on  political 
considerations,  and  others  on  mere  fancy,  many  of  which 
would  have  been  unworthy  of  the  King,  while  all  would 
have  proved  distasteful  to  the  English  Eoyalists.  Un- 
favourable reports,  too,  now  began  to  be  spread  with 
regard  to  the  private  life  of  Chai'les,  who  was  already  a 
libertine,  a  gamester,  and  an  infidel ;  and  those  who  were 
moat  devoted  to  his  cause  demanded  that  some  security 
should  be  given  them  with  regard  to  his  religion  and 
character,  as  they  could  no  longer  rest  satisfied  vnih  their 
own  hopes  respecting  him.' 

IWtunately  for  himself,  Charles,  who  was  naturally  of 
a  judicious  and  penetrating  mind,  then  placed  his  entire 
confidence  in  the  councillors  to  whom^  on  taking  leave  of 
him,  his  father  had  entrusted  him ;  and  particularly  in 
Hyde,  an  able,  honest,  religious,  and  laborious  man,  who 
remained,  in  exile,  as  faithful  to  the  laws  and  creed  of 
the  couuti-y  from  which  he  was  banished,  as  to  the  in- 
terests  of  the  master  whom  he  served.    Charles  was  sure 

*  Clarendon "■  State  Papers,  toI  iii,  pp.  50?,  541,  SIS.  513,  521,  53fi ; 
Memoire  de  Mdlle.  de  Mcmtj>ciisier,  toI.  u,  pp.  1,  6.  12,  &3,  58-fi7,  TS- j 
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Uitt,  so  long  as  tbey  were  left  in  the  bands  of  Hyde,  bis 
rdatMNls  ^tb  bi^  party  in  England  would  be  maintained 
with  dignified  assiduityj  tbat  neither  his  personal  honour 
in  adverse  fortune  nor  the  future  rights  of  his  crown  would 
be  compromised,  and  tbat  such  noble  and  prudent  lan- 
guage would  always  be  used  Id  his  name  as  would  present 
him  in  a  £avourable  light  to  bis  own  nation  and  to  the 
rest  of  Europe ;  and  be  was  thankful  to  his  Chancellor 
for  to  ably  conducting  his  languishing  and  difficult  affairs, 
withont  his  assistance.  Hyde  applied  himself  to  the  task 
with  conscientious  zeal,  writing  incessantly^  displaying 
tlie  utmost  si^city  in  estimating  wliat  he  ought  to  say 
to  bis  various  correspondents,  constantly  occupied  in 
enoouraging,  rallying^  and  directing  the  Royalists ;  neg- 
tectiog  no  opporttmity  or  means  of  obtaining  new  friends 
for  the  King;  and  yet  vcrj'  reserved  in  all  hb  proceedings 
and  promises  of  this  nature,  from  party  pride  and  states- 
manlike prudence,  feeling  unmliing  to  pledge  bis  master 
to  anything  which  it  might  one  day  be  impossible  or 
diaadvantageous  for  him  to  perform^  A  zealous  Anglican^ 
Presbyterians  and  Catholics  were  almost  equally  suspected 
and  disliked  by  him  ;  be  was  constantly  beset  by  the  fear 
that  the  royal  cause  might  be  laid  under  too  great  ob- 
ligations cither  to  them  or  to  foreign  powers ;  and  when 
the  Royalists  of  England  asked  him  to  what  extent  they 
migbt  rely  on  the  King,  he  answered  unhesitatingly:  "He 
is  in  truth  the  most  an  Englishman,  and  the  most  a 
Protestant^  and  the  most  desirous  to  preserve  those  two 
interests,  of  any  man  in  the  nation,  and  I  hope  God 
Almighty  has  a  blessing  in  store  for  him  upon  that 
it,  and  that  he  shall  owe  more  to  bis  own  subjects 
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for  liis  restoration  than  to  foreign  princes ;  and  therefore 
I  pray  God  the  work  may  begin  at  home^  and  the  sooner 
the  better,  that  no  advantages  may  be  taken  against  the 
English  and  Protestant  interests."^ 

Charles  probably  took  some  pains  to  inspire  Hyde 
himself  with  this  unmerited  confidence ;  and  on  bis  side, 
instead  of  makbg  too  rigid  inquiries,  the  Chancellor 
doubtless  reatUly  consented  to  receive  the  most  favourable 
impressions.  A  particular  circumstance  materially  assisted 
him  in  communicating  his  own  fecUngs  to  the  general 
body  of  Royalists.  Although  the  Duke  of  York  still 
made  an  outward  profession  of  Anglicanism,  the  Catho- 
lics knew  that  he  was  at  heart  one  of  themselves,  and  they 
began  to  express  special  devoteduess  to  him,  building  on 
him  their  hopes  of  recovering,  not  only  liberty^  but  do- 
minion in  England.  A  secret  scheme  was  thereupon 
organized  for  the  creation  of  a  party  and  reputation  for 
Prince  James,  at  the  expense  of  the  King  his  brother. 
Father  Talbot,  a  Jesuit,  was  the  principal  agent  in  these 
intrigues,  which  were  devised  and  pursued  as  much  for 
the  furtherance  of  the  interests  of  a  foreign  power  as 
for  the  advantage  of  the  English  Catholics.  The  Jesuits, 
at  this  period,  with  more  or  less  consistency  and  discre- 
tion, were  everywhere  ready  to  serve  the  Court  of  Spain 
against  the  Court  of  France.  Father  Talbot,  travelling 
coutinually  between  Madrid  and  Brussels,  and  Brussels 
and  London,  steadily  made  it  his  object,  not  only  to  cele- 
brate the  praises  of  the  Duke  of  York,  but  to  combat  the 
influence  of  Mazarin,  and  to  establish  fti'st  peace,  and  tlicn 
alliance,  between  England  and  Spain;  and  thus  combined, 
'  Clareiidou's  State  PaptTS,  ral.  iii.  p.  4&0. 
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with  the  religious  cause  of  the  Catholics,  an  intrigue  for  the 
Crown  of  England,  anrl  a  question  of  European  domin- 
■kion.  To  attain  his  object,  he  applied  indLscriininately  to 
disaffected  Royalists,  to  restless  Levellers,  and  even  to  some 
of  the  leaders  of  the  Republican  Parliament  This  de- 
ptonble  confiision  of  principles  and  interests  greatly  con- 
tributed to  the  overthrow  of  the  Stuarts,  and  prolonged 
the  di^tntstfu]  animositv  of  the  English  people  against 
the  Catholics.  On  the  Continent,  as  well  as  in  England, 
this  intrigue  was  discovered  almost  as  soon  as  it  was 
■et  on  foot.  "  I  have  not  yet  received  any  condrniation 
of  the  statement  that  no  one  has  been  sent  from  hence 
into  Flanders  to  treat  of  peace/'  wrote  Bordeaux  to 
Masann,  on  the  5th  of  June ;  "  but  the  Jesuit  father  is 
still  here  ;  and  those  of  his  company  having  expressed  an 
intention  to  send  him  beyond  the  scas^  in  consequence  of 
the  complaints  made  by  the  King  of  Scots  respecting  his 
negotiations,  he  produced  superior  orders,  from  which  it 
IB  phio  that  his  journey  is  not  miauthorJKcd.  He  has 
abo  had  some  conference  with  Mr,  Scott,  who  discharges 
the  duties  of  Secretur}'  of  State."  Some  days  before  this, 
oo  the  7th  of  May^  one  of  the  most  faithful  Royalists  had 
written  to  Charles  himself:  "I  have  been  long  since  corn- 
mauded  by  those  for  whom  I  did  first  negotiate,  to  signify 
to  yoar  Majesty  their  just  resciitusent  of  the  injuries  your 
Majesty  receives  by  the  Duke  of  York's  agents,  and  boldly 
to  declare  to  your  Majesty,  that,  though  they  honour  him 
as  the  best  and  wortliiest  of  their  fellow-subjects,  yet  wtlj 
they  rather  be  traitors  in  abetting  these  jioople,  than 
ay  other  who  shall  presume  to  stand  in  competition  with 
"your  Majesty."  The  intrigue,  nevertheless,  contimied  ; 
VOL.  I.  o 
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and  the  Diike  of  Buckinglifttn  became  involved  in  it, 
"  He  doth  much  hurt/'  wrote  Asbton  to  Hyde,  on  the 
15th  of  July,  **  by  his  endeavouring  to  beget  a  better 
opinion  of  the  Duke  of  York  than  of  tlic  King."  But 
Hyde,  Uke  a  faithful  and  wise  counsellor,  turned  to  the 
King*s  advantage  these  very  efforts  to  injure  him.  "  There 
is  no  doubt,**  he  wrote  to  Mordaunt,  on  the  3rd  of  July, 
in  reference  to  the  negotiations  whieh  had  been  opened 
at  St.  Jean  de  Luz  for  the  Peace  of  the  Pyrenees;  "there 
is  no  doubt  the  Papists  are  very  solicitous,  and  hope  to 
have  great  conditions  made  for  them  ;  and  if  Peter  Talbot 
be  gone  out  of  England^  as  some  letters  say  h«  is.  it  ia 
probable  he  may  be  gone  to  the  Treaty  to  puzzle  it  all 
he  cnn.  I  wish  some  of  those  who  have  had  the  worst 
impressions  made  in  them  of  the  King,  had  been  beliind 
the  hangings  and  heard  with  what  alacrity  he  took  the 
resolutions  he  hath  expressed  to  you;  .  <  .  they  would 
surely  think  him  the  best  Protestant  and  the  best  Eng- 
lishman of  tlie  nation,  which  I  hope  will  oblige  all  tliosc 
who  have  desired  his  presence,  and  all  who  ever  hope  to 
see  Englimd  happy,  to  lay  aside  all  other  thoughts  htit  of 
setthng  him  in  his  throne,  which  would  easily,  with  God's 
blessing,  settle  all  other  differences  that  can  arise."* 

Thus  detected  and  combatetl  by  the  vigilance  of  Hyde, 
the  intrigues  of  the  partisans  of  the  Didte  of  York  had 
no  other  effect  than  to  establisli,  from  this  time  forth,  a 
marked  distinction  between  the  two  brothers,  to  attach 
the  mass  of  the  English  Royalists  to  Charles  II.,  in  spite 
of  their  doubts  with  regard  to  his  character,  and  to  en- 

*■  CUrecidon's  Stato  Papera,  vol.  ill  pp.  'M32,  -181,  513,  625,  553  j 
Bordeaux  to  Alueartn,  June  &,  nt50.     Seo  Apfrndix. 
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kiodk  their  aeal  on  behalf  of  that  prince,  whom  they  now 
regarded  ss  the  onir  representative  of  the  national  and 
Frotestant  interest.  They  hesitated  greatly  however  to 
rin  in  insorrectioD,  and  to  try  the  arbitrament  of  battle 
ooee  tnore  against  the  Commonwealth,  ''  The  H^est  men 
tlist  I  meet  with  here,"  wrote  Barwick  to  Hyde,  on  the 
2  Ut  of  June,  "  are  much  reserved  in  their  judgment,  what 
vonld  most  advance  his  Majesty's  interest  at  this  time. 
If  }m  purty  can  appear  effectually,  it  is  hoped  the  enemy 
wiD  strive  who  shall  first  make  their  peace  j  if  but  slen- 
derly, it  is  feared  they  will  thereby  be  the  more  firmly 
mated ;  if  not  at  all,  yet  it  is  still  conceived  they  will 
shatter  of  themselves  by  subdinsions."  But  these  divi- 
sions, which  daily  l^ecame  more  flagrant  and  undeniable^ 
tile  seditions  which  broke  out  among  even  tho^  regi- 
ments which  were  kept  in  garrison  in  Loudon  as  most 
trustworthy,  the  promises  of  service  made  by  numbers  of 
cashiered  officers  and  among  others  by  (Colonel  Ingoldsby^ 
the  financial  distress  of  the  Parliament,  the  discontent 
wldch  was  produced  throughout  the  country  and  even 
among  its  own  partisans  by  its  desperate  efforts  to  raise 
money,  the  impotence  and  unpopularity  of  the  Republican 
GoTcrnment.  in  spite  of  the  energy  and  reputation  for 
abihty  which  distingubhed  its  leaders, — all  these  causes 
daily  tended  to  secure  to  the  more  zeatous  Royalists,  the 
young  Cavaliers,  the  converted  Presbjierians  who  thirsted 
for  an  opportunity  to  display  their  loyalty,  an  ascendency 
which  the  undecided  and  timorous  were  not  long  able  to 
resist.  A  general  insurrection  was  resolved  upon ;  active 
preparations  were  made  for  it  more  particularly  in  the 
eastern,  southern,  midJand,  and  western  counties ;  nearly 
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aU  the  leading  men  among  the  Royalists,  whcthtr  veterans 
or  recruits,  Cavaliers  or  Presbyterians, — including  the 
liords  Willoughby,  Northampton,  Byron,  Manchester, 
Maynard,  Oxford,  Chcstei-field  and  Falkland,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Waller,  Sir  George  Booth,  Messrs.  Popham,  Howe, 
Boscawen,  Stanhope,  and  a  great  many  other  influential 
gentlemen, — promised  to  take  part  in  it;  the  imjjortant 
cities  of  Bristol,  Gloucester,  Shre^vsbury,  and  Lyun  were 
to  be  either  surrendered  or  surprised ;  and  even  in  the 
City  of  London,  under  the  direction  of  Major-Gencral 
Brown,  a  siQiultancous  movement  was  confidently  ex- 
pected. The  execution  of  the  scheme  was  fixed  for  the 
end  of  July  ;  and  Mordaunt  himself  proceeded  to  Brussels 
to  inform  the  King  of  all  their  preparations,  and  to  agree 
with  him  aa  to  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  his  ap- 
pearance in  England,  in  the  midst  of  his  party.' 

For  fiome  time  previously,  with  bold  and  graceful 
promptitude,  Charles  had  held  himself  at  the  disposal  of 
his  friends.  "If  the  rage,  tyranny,  or  disunion  of  the 
army  or  the  present  government,"  he  wrote  on  the  10th 
of  May,  "  shall  drive  his  friends  into  arms,  and  they  shall 
possess  themselves  of  any  places  which  they  choose  to 
defend,  or  shall  keep  themselves  in  a  body  to  oppose  the 
enemy,  his  Majesty,  upon  advertisement  from  them,  will 
make  (ill  imaginable  haste  to  transport,  himself  and  his 
own  regiments,  which  he  doubts  not  will  consist  of 
two  thousand  men  at  the  least."  A  month  later,  on  tho 
20th  of  June,  he  wrote  to  Mordaunt:  "Though  I  do 

^  TiiurJtie*B  Stato  Papera,  vol.  rii.  p,  flSfl ;  ClareDdoD's  Histoiy  of  the 
EebflUon,  Tol.  vii.  pp.  330-3*^  32ft ;  Clarenaon'a  State  Papers,  vol.  ill 
Pl».  489.  4iK>.  4«2.  5Wf.  513.  &ia.  524  ;  Baker's  Clmmi^-U',  j*.  Ti>5  :  Bor^ 
deftux  to  MoAarin.  Jiily  31  and  Augiiiil  7,  1659.     See  AppEKltix. 
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assure  you  I  am  no  ill  husband  in  maimging  the  little 
tooiiey  I  get»  which  is  less  limn  my  friends  can  imagine, 
yet  T  do  not  wonder  at  all,  and  am  very  well  content 
that  they,  who  will  contribute  so  considerable  a  sum  as 
twenty  tbonsand  ponnds  towards  the  enabling  me  for  an 
enterprise,  shouid  desire  to  be  well  assured  that  it  should 
noi  be  employed  to  any  other  puTpose ;  and  therefore  I 
am  veiy  well  pleased  that,  when  they  send  it  over  into 
ihetc  parts^  themselves  send  or  choose  the  person  who 
sliall  issae  it  ovit  for  that  only  end,  according  to  my 
directions,  and  thai  no  part  of  it  be  disbursed  by  him  to 
any  other  purpose  than  providing  ships,  anus,  and  the 
like."  And  &  fortnight  after^'ards,  on  the  4th  of  July, 
be  wrote :  "  I  have  very  good  and  particular  assurance 
that,  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  [of  the  Pyrenees], 
1  shall  receive  very  substantial  assistance ;  and  that  I 
might  the  more  speedily  make  these  inclinations  to  be 
effectual,  I  resolved  by  post  to  have  found  myself  on  the 
frontiers  with  the  two  ministers  [of  France  and  Spain],  by 
which  I  hoped  to  have  cut  off  many  formalities  which 
might  have  delayed  their  resolutions.  .  .  ,  But  now  you 
have  given  me  an  account  of  the  particular  preparations 
made,  and  resolutions  taken,  by  my  friends;  and  since  it 
hath  pleased  God  to  raise  their  hearts  to  that  courage  that 
they  will  undertake  to  put  themselves  into  amis  upon  my 
own  or  my  brother's  appearing  with  them,  1  will  look 
upon  it  as  the  dawning  of  God's  wonderful  mercy  to  us 
all,  and  a  lively  instance  that  he  will  cure  the  wound  by 
the  same  hand  that  gave  it,  and  make  the  English  nation 
the  means  of  reraoung  that  misery  which  it  principally 
brought  ujjon  itself,  without  owning  those  great  obliga- 
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tions  to  foreign  princes,  which  they  seldom  yield  without 
aome  advantage  to  their  own  interest.  ...  I  do  there- 
fore very  willingly  accept  your  cheerful  and  affectionate  in- 
vitation, and  do  promise  you  that  I,  or  one  of  my  brothers, 
or  both  of  us,  will  make  all  possible  haste  to  you  oa  soon  as 
you  shall  desire ;  in  order  whereunto  I  wish  and  expect 
that  you  send  over  some  fit  person  that  may  let  me  know 
all  the  particulars  of  your  advice,  which  way  yon  think 
safest  for  us,  to  what  places  we  shall  come,  who  shall 
meet  us,  and  everything  else  that  is  necessary  for  us  to 
know ;  and  I  make  no  kind  of  doubt  but  if  any  ill  acci- 
dent shall  befall  us  or  either  of  ujs  in  the  way^  you  will 
with  the  more  vigour  and  consent  pursue  your  resolutions 
of  putting  yourselves  in  arms/'  At  the  same  time,  Charles 
sent  an  offer  to  Admiral  Montague,  that,  if  he  woiUd  de- 
clare for  him,  "  he  would  put  himself  on  board  his  ship, 
and  have  such  a  body  of  foot  ready  to  embark  with  him, 
as  with  his  advice  and  counsel  he  would  not  doubt,  by 
God's  blessing,  of  quickly  possessing  a  good  harbour^  and 
reducing  those  by  force  who  woidd  not  otherwise  return 
to  their  obedience,"- 

But  the  Parliament  was  on  its  guard ;  the  traitor 
^Villis  continued  to  inform  Thurloe  of  all  the  projects 
of  the  Koyalists ;  Thurloe,  in  hia  turn,  communicated 
Ilia  disclosures  to  Vane  and  Scott ;  and  the  intemperate 
recklessness  of  the  Royalists  themselves  completed  the 
work  begun  by  treason.  "  They  have  made  a  division  of 
the  counties  of  England,'*  wrote  Bordeaux  to  Mazaiin,  on 
the  7th  of  August;  "and  a  few  diiys  ago  each  of  them 
took  hia  departure  to  that  county  in  which  he  is  to  serve, 
'  Clureuiion'a  J:>t«U-  Papers,  toL  ill.  pp.  172,  i&&,  S14(  516. 
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with  «o  UtUc  di»:retion  that  many  of  tUem  pubUcly  look 
krnn  of  their  fnends  before  repumng  to  tlie  rendezvous." 
**!  etmioA"  wrote  Hyde,  cm  the  \Oth  of  June,  *'il  is  a 
gmt  wonder  to  me,  iod  a  greait  iustauce  of  God's  good- 
noft  to  us,  that,  after  so  much  noise  of  risiugs,  and  even 
tfe  nuniiig  of  so  many  persons,  all  our  &ieuds  coDtinuc 
•13  at  liberty :  which  I  do  not  suppose  proceetls  from 
any  cSemeucy  in  the  present  power,  but  from  their  dis- 
rnction  and  want  of  confidence  in  themselves/'  In  pre- 
tence of  evident  danger,  the  Government  no  iouger  ht^i- 
tated ;  vigorous  measures  were  adopted  in  rapid  succes- 
mm ;  the  organixation  of  the  militia  was  ex.pedite4 ;  six 
regiments  were  raised  in  the  City,  and  Major-General 
Skippon,  who,  since  the  outbreak  of  the  civil  war,  bad 
never  ceased  to  possess  the  confidence  of  the  RepnbUcan 
party,  again  received  the  command  of  all  the  forces  sta- 
tioned in  London  and  its  neighbourhood.  The  three 
regiments  that  had  served  in  Fiance  under  Turenne 
were  recalled.  Civil  precautions  were  added  to  these 
military  measures.  All  the  members  of  the  House  were 
ordered  to  attend  its  meetings  punctually  every  day  nt 
c^l  o*dock  in  the  luormng ;  for  even  among  their  ranks 
there  were  some  suspected  per^us,  whom  it  was  thought 
deorable  to  have  within  reach.  Various  bills  were  passed 
ft>r  the  punishment  of  disscminatora  of  false  reports ;  for 
the  establishment  of  a  strict  suneillance  over  aJJ  inns, 
and  oTcr  all  persons  entering  or  leaving  the  coimtry  ;  for 
nsvardiiig  tho«e  who  should  arrest  suspected  persons ; 
and  for  the  prohibition  of  hoi;se-races,  buU-baitings,  cock- 
finite,  and  all  other  popular  meetings  and  diversions. 
Nor  were  these  general  precautions  deemed  sutticient: 
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llie  Council  of  State  ordered  the  arrest  of  several  eminent 
Royalists,  aad  the  ParUameut  expressed  its  approbation 
by  passing  a  special  act  to  empower  the  Council  arbitra- 
rily to  detain  such  persona  in  custody  for  a  fortnight. 
This  severity,  however,  did  not  avail  to  stifle  all  plots; 
the  young  conspirators,  the  gentry  who  Hved  and  acted 
on  their  own  estates,  the  men  of  ardent  and  Imnghty  cha- 
meter,  scorned  these  hindrances.  "  Sir  Han-y  Vane 
looks  narrowly  for  me  at  the  ports,  and  in  town  too/' 
^v^ote  jMordauut,  on  the  7th  of  July  ;  "  but  God  will  pro- 
tect me,  and  I  wdl  not  be  idle,  as  they  shall  find  out." 
Major  Harley,  when  summoned  to  the  bar  of  the  House, 
and  afterwards  before  the  Council  of  State,  on  a  charge 
of  being  concerned  in  seditious  intrigues,  boldly  replied 
to  those  who  were  interrogating  him  with  regard  to  the 
Royidist  plot  in  which  he  had  been  engaged :  "  The  Par- 
liament has  other  enemiua  against  whom  it  would  do 
well  to  provide;  there  is  a  secret  design  of  some  otEceral 
in  the  army  to  dissolve  the  House."  **  Name  them/ 
exclaimed  Fleetwood  in  anger.  "  Your  Lordship  is  the 
chief  in  the  conspiracy/'  replied  Harley ;  aud  he  waa 
iunnediately  committed  to  prtsou.  But  the  Royalists 
were  not  all  either  so  bold  or  so  obstinate ;  among  the 
nobles  especially^  maoy  were  intimidated,  aud  seemed 
disposed  to  avail  themselves  of  every  possible  pretext  for 
keeping  aloof  from  any  general  movement.  Willis,  who 
was  well  aware  of  the  interuid  couditiou  of  hia  party, 
used  his  knowledge  to  serve  his  Republican  paynmsters, 
but  at  the  same  time  he  rescued  from  imminent  danger 
some  few  at  least  of  the  Royalists  whom  he  betrayed. 
He  proposed  aud  carried,  in  the  little  committee  of  which 
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be  was  still  a  prominent  member,  a  resolution  that  all 
bMUTvdionary  inovements  should  be  postponed  for  a 
time,  in  consequence  of  the  discoveries  which  had  been 
OMde,  and  the  precautions  which  had  been  taken,  by  the 
Government.  \S  ith  greater  or  less  re^idinesa,  the  Lords 
Oxfiird,  Bmoe.  Northampton,  Faulconbridge,  and  Wil- 
loDghbj  asscDied  to  this  proposal ;  and  Willie  conimuui- 
cated  it  tmmediately  to  Brussels^  and  implored  tlie  King 
to  abstaiii  from  nil  premature  enterprises,  that  he  uiight 
cxpoer  himself  to  no  usek-ss  dangers.  ^ 

Charle»  knew  that  Willis  was  a  traitor ;  Thurloe's  pri- 
vate secretaiT,  Samnel  Morland,  probably  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  ThuHoe  himself,  had  recently  informed  him  of  his 
treason,  and  sent  him  conclusive  proof  in  support  of  the 
avertion.  In  dark  revolutionary  crises,  it  is  almost  iji- 
variably  the  case  tliat  able  and  important  men.  filling  sc- 
ooodary  poBitians,  will  render  services  to  all  the  contend- 
il^  partiea,  with  a  view  to  secure  themselves  protectors 
in  every  camp.  When  at  length  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  this  unwelcome  revelation,  Cliarles  hastened  to  com- 
municate it  to  his  friends  in  London ;  and  disregarding 
the  advice  of  W'illis,  as  far  as  it  related  to  himself,  he  left 
Brussels  for  Calais  in  the  beginning  of  August,  1659, 
koTiDg  orders  for  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  Boulogne^  as  they  were  both  determined 
to  pass  over  into  England  as  soon  as  they  learned  that 
the  promised  insurrection  had  commenced.     Clmrles  set 

'  Commons'  JourEalf.  voL  ttL  pp.  705.  707,  715.  716.  717.  720.  721. 
723.  725.  7-2s,  7"J9.  730.  731  i  CUreadoii'a  History  of  tlie  ReMJion.  vol. 
i.  pp.  3:^329:  Clmnpadon't  State  Papers,  rol.  iii.  pp.  5J6.  519.  52-1, 
i  531:  BonlewBx  to  Mmuuin.  .Fiily  29  mul  Au|nt^t  7.  M>o*J.     Hoe 
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out  OQ  his  journey  secretly,  attended  only  by  his  phyai- 
cian,  Dr.  Quarttrmame,  and  in  a  gay  and  cheerful  hu« 
mouT,  though  with  no  great  confidence  of  success.  At 
the  period  of  his  depai'turej  Conde,  then  in  wearisome 
exile  at  Brussels,  had  ofl'ered  to  place  hituself  in  person 
at  his  service,  or  at  least  to  give  him  a  body  of  troops 
under  the  command  of  the  Count  de  Marstn.  Charles 
met  Morsiii  at  the  first  village  in  whicli  he  passed  the 
night ;  there  was  but  one  bed  in  the  miserable  inn  at 
which  they  lodged^  and  the  King  compelled  Marsiu  to 
take  it»  and  slept  himself  on  a  heap  of  straw.  On  arri- 
ving at  Calais,  where  the  Duke  of  York  met  him,  they 
learned  at  once  that  the  general  insurrection  had  failed ; 
that^  in  consequence  either  of  the  disclosures  of  Willis  of 
their  own  inertness,  or  paralyzed  by  the  measures  taken 
by  the  Parliament,  most  of  the  Royalist  leaders  had  re- 
mained motionless ;  and  no  one  ventured  to  urge  the  two 
Princes  to  pass  over  into  England.  One  chance  how- 
ever stilt  remained ;  in  Cheshire,  a  Presbyterian  gentle- 
man. Sir  George  Booth,  bolder  than  his  associates,  or 
unaware  that  they  had  postponed  the  execution  of  their 
design,  had  raised  the  royal  standai'd,  and  begun  the 
conflict  against  the  RcpubUcau  government.  It  was  not 
accurately  known  what  forces  he  had  with  him,  but  it 
was  hoped  that  his  example  would  revive  the  drooping 
courage  of  his  confederates.  *'  I  cannot  believe  it  pos- 
sible/* wrote  IJyde,  on  the  5th  of  September,  "that  our 
friends  will  sit  still  in  ail  places,  and  suffer  all  the  forces 
to  be  applied  against  Sir  George  Booth ;  it  is  a  grievous 
thing  that  the  party,  upon  which  the  King  relied  morts 
than  upon  any  other  in  the  kijigdom,  sliould  not  a  msui 
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of  thetD  stir  upon  aU  tht-sc  advantage  which  have  been 
MMT  ndministered.'*  Charles  resolved  not  to  give  up  his 
plu,  and,  leaving  the  Duke  of  York  at  Boulogne,  with 
iflc^ctioDs  for  his  guidance  when  the  time  came  for 
pianng  into  England*  he  left  Calais,  and  \vandercd  along 
tbe  Goasts  of  Noruiandy  and  Brittany^  untU  he  should 
receive  news  of  Sir  George  Booths  and  find  some  mean3 
of  joining  him.  He  had  scarcely  left  the  town  when  a 
letter  arrived  for  him  from  the  Queen  his  mother^  to  ixi- 
fbm  him  that  Tureune,  then  at  Amiens,  desired  an  iu- 
terriew  with  him.  In  the  absence  of  the  King,  the  Duke 
of  York  proceeded  to  Amiens.  Turenne,  who  was  as 
stioDg  a  partisan  of  royalty  in  England  as  in  France, 
proposed  to  place  at  their  disposal  his  own  regiment  of 
infiuitiy  (consisting  of  twelve  hundred  men),  the  Scottish 
goardSj  six  field-pieces,  arms,  ammunition,  and  provi- 
sions for  five  thousand  men  during  two  months,  and 
ships  to  convey  them  to  the  other  side  of  the  Channel, 
He  was  moreover  ready,  he  ^d,  to  pledge  hiB  own  cre- 
dit and  pUte  in  order  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  for 
this  expedition.  Was  it  altogether  without  the  know- 
ledge of  Mazariu,  then  at  a  distance  fi*om  the  scene  of 
the^  transactions,  that  at  the  same  moment  when  Condc, 
past  before  his  recall  into  France,  offered  his  services  to 
tlie  Stuarts,  TureuQC  also  engaged  his  name  and  fortune 
thus  unreservedly  in  their  cause  P  In  spite  of  the  formal 
anunoce  that  he  gave  on  this  point  to  the  Duke  of 
York,  there  ia  great  reason  to  doubt  ihat  the  Cardinal 
was  not  aware  of  this  proposal.  However  this  may  be, 
tbe  preparatioDs  were  commenced  without  delay ;  the 
Govertiur  of  Boulogne  was  ordered  to  supply  llio  iViucc 
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with  the  means  of  transport ; 
troops  arrived  on  the  coast,  Riid  the  Duke  de  Bouillon^ 
Turenne's  nephew^  was  ready  to  embark  with  the  Duke 
of  York,  when  news  arrived  that  Sir  George  Booth  had 
been  defeated  by  Larabcrt,  that  his  friends  were  either 
dispersed  or  taken  prisoners,  and  that  the  Royalist  in- 
siirrectionj  annihilated  by  a  single  blow  in  the  only  place 
in  which  it  had  been  attempted,  coidd  no  longer  furnish 
the  King  and  his  allies  with  any  effectual  support.' 

Alone  among  the  confederates,  Sir  George  Booth  had 
kept  his  wordj  and  taken  up  arms  in  Cheshire,  on  the 
Ist  of  August,  1650.  A  few  days  previously,  he  had 
become  somewhat  doidjtful  as  to  the  co-operation  of  the 
great  Royalist  loaders,  and  his  demeanour  and  language 
had  been  characterized  by  some  uneasiness  and  anxiety. 
But  when  the  day  arrived,  he  unhesitatingly  raised  the 
royal  standard,  and  began  the  campaign.  In  spite  of  a 
violent  storm  and  torrents  of  rain,  a  large  number  of 
neighbours  and  friends  rallied  round  him  at  Warrington, 
where  Colonel  Whitley,  sent  by  Mordaunt,  gave  him  a 
letter  from  the  King,  expressing  his  readiness  to  cross  the 
sea  witliout  delay,  that  he  ndght  take  bis  share  in  their 
dangers.  Bootli  immediately  published  a  prudent  pro- 
clamntion,  in  which  the  King's  name  was  not  mentioned. 
"We  have  taken  arms,"  he  said,  "in  defence  of  ourselves, 
and  all  otliers  who  will  partake  with  us  in  the  vindication 
and  maintenance  of  the  freedom  of  Parlianients  against  all 
violence  whatsoever,  and  of  the  known  laws,  liberty,  and 


'  Clarendon  H  HiBtory  of  the  RebeUion.  toI.  vii.  pp.  330-338 :  Cla- 
rfiu1.>ii'ft  Sttitt'  ra])ers,  vol.  iii,  t>p.  541,  BdS.  513,538,552,561 ;  Bftker's 
L'lirimu'li-,  pp.  7<  i5--7iJl>. 
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propcrtj  of  the  good  people  of  llib  uation,  who  at  present 
groan  under  iilegiil,  fu-Uitrarj  and  unsnpportabte  Uxes 
and  paymeots,  unknown  to  our  ancestors."  At  Brst,  his 
MiccfiM  was  rapid  and  unopposed :  volunteers  flocked  to 
lum  &om  the  ndghbouring  counties  and  from  the  borders 
I  of  Wali^ ;  sievemi  towns  supplied  liitn  with  money  to 
purchftse  auimunition  and  ami*.  The  Earl  of  Derb}-,  Sir 
Thomas  Middieton,  and  Colonel  Egerton  took  an  active 
pact  in  the  DM>vement.  Middleton,  nn  old  man  of  eighty, 
appeared  at  Wrexham  on  a  market  day,  at  the  head  of  a 
troop  oC  Cavaliers^  and,  brandishing  hLs  sword  above  his 
htad^  caused  Charles  Stuart  to  be  procLiimcd  King,  At 
LWeqiool,  Colonel  Ireland  declared  for  the  insurgents. 
They  were  even  joined  by  a  mem1>er  of  Parliament, 
Mr.  Peter  Brooke,  Chester  fell  into  their  hands  without 
a  battle,  though  the  gOTernor,  with  a  garrison  of  two 
hundred  men,  held  the  citadel  against  them.  They  hoped 
that,  at  the  same  time,  Masaey  would  occupy  Gloucester 
for  tiie  King.  Though  deserted  by  the  leaders  of  his 
party.  Sir  George  Booth  found  himself,  in  a  few  days,  at 
the  head  of  four  or  five  thousand  men,  and  master  of  one 
of  the  prineipai  toft-ns  of  the  West.* 

Greatly  alarmed,  though  it  was  acquainted  with  nil  the 

detaik  of  the  plot  and  had  witnessed  its  failure  in  every 

iLcr  part  of  the  country,  the  Parliament  immediately  took 

luobt  energetic  measures  to  prevent  its  further  develop- 

taont     Numerous  arrests  were  made,   and  the  number 

of  prisoners  became  so  great  that  it  was  found  necessary 

'  dnendon's  Qutory  of  t3ie  B«1»eIli>on.  toI  tiL  pp.  33^3^  ;  Com- 
IMMu' JonroAU.  toK  iu.  p.  7U^:  Ludlow's  Memolrt,  p.  289;  Baker '^ 
ClirocueSe,  p.  7»ie ;  WliilelfH-ke's  MfMuoriitls,  pp,  6SX-«e2 ;  B'^rdraux  Uj 
Muarin.  Anirnat  14-18-25. 165i).     S»*  A^I'Knaix. 
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to  devote  part  of  the  old  arcliiepiscopal  palace  at  Lambeth 
to  their  accommodation.  Mordaunt  was  twice  sum- 
moned to  appear  before  the  House,^  on  pain  of  being 
sentenced  as  contumacious,  and  having  his  property  con- 
fiscated^ if  be  did  not  obey  the  summons,  Whitelocke, 
who  at  the  time  was  President  of  the  Council  of  State, 
was  ordered  to  prepare  a  proclamation  declaring  Sir  George 
Booth  and  his  adherents  to  be  rebels  and  traitors;  and 
with  a  view  to  compromise  the  prudent  lawyer  still 
more  completely,  under  the  pretence  of  doing  him  ho- 
nour, he  was  appointed  Governor  of  Windsor  Castle.  Two 
bills  were  passed,  the  first,  to  sequestrate  the  property  of 
delinquents,  including  under  that  name  all  persons  who 
had  given  any  support  to  Charles  Stuart,  since  1649  j 
and  the  other,  to  confer  the  estates  of  the  insurgents  on 
those  of  their  tenants  or  relatives  who  should  enter  the 
service  of  the  Parliament.  Fiues  of  twenty  or  a  himdred 
pounds  were  inflicted  on  members  who  absented  them- 
selves from  the  House.  Nor  were  preparations  for  war 
neglected  amid  these  legislative  severities ;  all  the  horses 
in  London  and  its  vicinity  were  seized  for  the  service  of 
the  Parliament;  the  formation  of  fourteen  new  regiments 
was  determined  upon ;  bodies  of  mihtia  were  called  out 
in  various  localities,  at  the  expense  of  the  counties  in  which 
they  were  raised  and  employed.  But  to  whose  hands  waa 
the  command  of  all  these  forces  to  be  entrusted  ?  M'ho, 
among  the  leaders  of  the  army,  now  either  the  avowed 
or  secret  rivals  of  the  Parliament^  was  worthy  of  its  confi* 
dence?  Lambert,  who  had  become  the  most  popular, 
was  also  considered  the  ablest  and  most  fortunate.     The 

1  On  the  28ih  of  July  and  Bth  of  ^tember.  1050. 
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CouncQ  of  State,  forced  by  the  crisis  to  act  witJi  politic 
boldnesA  in  spite  of  its  prejudices,  proposed  that  he  should 
he  appointed.  Coloael  Hutchinson  strenuously  opposed 
thi:!'.  and  reminded  the  House  of  Laioljcrt's  ambitious  and 
tministwortbj  character.  While  the  matter  was  under 
iliicillliioirin,  some  Royalists,  under  favour  oF  oid  acquaint- 
aace,  and  by  means  of  magnificent  ofiTers,  endeavoured  to 
gun  over  Mrs.  Lambert  to  the  King^s  cause,  in  the  hope 
tlui  she  might,  in  her  tum^  persuade  her  husband  to 
declare  on  bis  side.  Informed  by  her  of  these  ovcrtm'cs, 
Lambert  boasted  of  his  refusal  to  Vane,  and  Vane  com- 
iiHiliicatecl  it  to  Hasterig,  with  whom  Lambert  had  quar- 
relled. Their  representations  induced  the  House  to  give 
him  the  command.  He  came,  with  the  strongest  pro- 
testations of  zeal  and  fidelity,  to  receive  his  commission 
from  iLe  hands  of  the  Speaker,  '*  who,  intending  in  reply/' 
MjB  Mrs.  HutchiusoD,  "  to  return  him  an  encouragement 
in  dedaring  the  confidence  the  House  had  in  him^  through 
mistake  made  such  a  speech  to  him,  as  afterwards  proved 
a  true  prophecy  of  his  perfidiousness/*  Ready  to  forget 
hb  promises  of  tidelity  whenever  the  interests  of  his  for- 
tune rctpiired,  rather  than  a  traitor  from  premeditation, 
Lambert  loft  London,  on  the  6th  of  August^  at  the  head 
of  &ve  or  six  thousand  men,  and  proceeded  by  forced 
marches  into  Cheshire,  where  Sir  George  Booth  still  held 
bis  ground,  waiting  for  the  insurrection  to  break  out  else- 
wbere,  and  veiy  undecided  as  to  the  course  which  he  and 
hb  friends  intended  to  pursue.  In  order  to  guiu  time, 
though  without  any  definite  object  in  doing  so,  he  at* 
tempted  to  enter  into  parley  with  Lambert,  who  utterly  re- 
fused to  listen  to  his  propositions.     8ur|)n@eit,  first  at 
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Winningtoii,  and  afterwai-ds  at  ?Jantwich,  and  cut  off  from 
a  portion  of  their  forces  and  stores  which  they  had  left  in 
Chester,  the  Royahsts  were  defeated  ahiiost  without  a  coni- 
haX;  a  handful  of  hrave  men,  with  Lieuteaant-Colonel  Mor- 
gan at  their  head,  sacrificed  their  hves  in  the  endeavour  to 
protect  a  retreat  which  soon  became  a  flight.     Chester] 
and  Liverpool  fell  again  into  the  power  of  the  Parliaincnt. 
The  Earl  of  Derby  and  Sir  George  Booth,  who  attempted 
to  escape,  disguised,  the  former  as  a  servant  and  the  latter 
as  a  woman,  were  recognized  and  taken  prisoners ;  Sir 
Thomas  Middleton  capitulated  in  Chirk  Castle,  to  whick| 
he  had  retii'cd  with  his  men ;  and  on  the  21st  of  August, 
scarcely  a  fortnight  after  his  departure  fi'ora   London, 
Lambert  was  able  to  write  to  the  Parliament :  "  If  theroj 
be  anything  in  these  parts  which  may  require  my  further"! 
service  and  attendance,  T  sliall  desire  your  speedy  com- 
mands therein,  which  shall  be  most  readily  observed."^ 

The  victory  over  the  Royalists  was  complete ;  they  were  i 
defeated,  betrayed,  disunited,  imprisoned ;  the  inertness 
of  most  of  their  leaders  had  caused  the  defeat  of  Booth; 
the  defeat  of  Booth  pai'alyzed  the  zeal  of  those  who  were 
willing  to  risk  their  safety  with  him.  Informed  of  the 
insurrection  that  had  been  planned,  and  already  in  secret 
league  with  the  King,  Admiral  Montogue  had  suddenly 
quitted  the  Baltic,  \\itb  the  greater  part  of  his  fieet.  and 

'  Coramonft'  Journalfi.  toI.  viL  pp  736,  774,  754,  751,  765,  "OB.  709, 
789,  7eO.  742,  749,  746.  760,  762,  735,  756.  768.  760.  763,  765,  772-774. 
77!>,  780,  789;  Old  PurUuraentary  HisU«ry,  voL  ssi.  pp.  413-M6  ;  L'nrU^t^ 
Ormonde  Letters,  vol.  ti.  p.  194  ;  Ciar^odon's  Jlielory  of  tW  Rehvllion, 
Tol.  viL  pp.  334,  335;  Clarendon's  State  PApcre,  vol.  iii.  pp.  552-559  ji 
Ludlow's  Mi^moiru.  p,  293  i  Hutt'liiiiBon'a  MeiuoirB,  p.  382 :  Bak»>r*a  ' 
Cbronirle,  pp.  7(-K>-70tl ;  Boi'tieaiix  lo  Maeftriu.  Au^el  7-ll-14-lft-26, 
ftnd  September  4,  1659.    See  Appbitpii. 
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oiled  to  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  with  the  iDtention  of 
deduiug  for  ChoHes  IT.,  and  assisting  him  in  any  dis- 
.CBtbHrkatioa  he  might  endeavom*  to  effect.     The  Parlia- 
Bcntary  Commissioners,  with  Sidney  at  their  head,  had 
vatnly  opposed  the  departure  of  the  Adtniral  >  their  indig- 
Isant  protests  were  utterly  disregarded  by  him.     But  on 
uriring  off  the  Eoglish  coast,  Montague  found  that  Booth 
•lad  been  defeated,  and  that  there  was  no  Royahst  insurrcc- 
or  difiembarkation  for  him  to  support.    He  took  his 
tTesolnti<Hi  at  once,  proceeded  boldly  to  London,  presented 
'  lumself  before  the  Council  of  St^ite,  and  declared  that  he 
]ud  returned  only  for  a  fresh  supply  of  provisions,  as  his 
^■tock  was  wellnigh  exhausted.    Without  putting  any  faith 
this  spol(^»  the  Parliament,  feeling  that  it  would  be 
f  nnwise  to  call  public  attention  to  the  failure  of  his  intended 
'  l^Yolt,  gave  DO  eipressioD  to  their  Buspicions.     In  the 
of  their  victory,  the  Republican  leaders  felt  their 
[danger,  and  were  anxious  not  to  increase  it.     The  dis- 
oouiagetuent  of  the  vanquished,  and  the  sequestration  of 
their  property,  were,  to  them,  the  important  consequences 
kof  their  success.     The  annual  income  to  be  derived  from 
estates  which  were  now  confiscated  was  estimated  at 
IttOEe  than  three  millions  of  pounds  sterling ;  and  would 
[fiimish  them  for  a  time  with  araple  means  to  defray  the 
(rf  the  Commonwealth,  and  to  recompense  faith- 
wrvants :  three  thousand  pounds  of  the  proceeds  of 
of  Sir  Thomas  Middleton's  lauds  were  at  once 
listnbuted  among  Lambert's  soldiers.  As  for  the  Royalists 
Ives,  they  were  arrested,  imprisoned,  and  prose- 
cuted, but  no  haste  or  violence  characterized  the  proceed- 
ings against  them.    Sir  Anthony  Ashley  Cooper,  who  had 
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been  justly  accused  of  complicity  in  the  insurrection,  was 
declared  innocent,  on  the  report  of  Neville,  \ATien  in- 
structed to  examine  Sir  George  Booth,  Lord  Bellasis, 
Lord  Charles  Howard,  Lord  Faulconbridge,  and  others 
who  had  been  committed  to  the  Tower,  Vane  and  Haslcrig 
conducted  their  inquiries  with  moderation  and  gentlenesis. 
PamphletB  were  freely  published,  recommending  the  con- 
querors to  treat  the  vanquished  with  mildness,  so  as  not  to 
outrage  the  national  feehng,  or  to  destroy  their  own  chance 
of  future  good  treatment.  In  their  turn,  either  from 
motives  of  policy,  or  frxim  respect  to  their  own  maxims, 
they  frequently  acted  with  liberal  and  courteous  justice. 
"  I  have  undergone  t\vo  strict  examinations  before  the 
Council/'  wrote  Sir  John  Greenville  to  Hyde,  on  the  10th 
of  August ;  "  where,  after  they  had  asked  many  frivolous 
questions,  I  began  to  complain  of  my  hard  usage  and 
sufferings  by  old  CromweD,  in  being  often  iin])risoncd  by 
him  without  any  cause  or  examination,  contrary  to  my 
nrticlcs  of  war  which  were  confirmed  by  this  Parliament. 
I  found  presently  that  my  discourse  concerning  Cromwell 
pleased  them  very  much,  and  proved  better  than  a  good 
advocate  for  my  advantage,  and  so,  insisting  upon  my 
innocency,  and  that  I  might  have  my  hberty  accordingly, 
and  enjoy  the  benefit  of  those  said  articles,  Sir  Henry 
Vane  told  me  that  I  should  find  a  difference  between  this 
government  of  a  Free  State  and  the  former  of  a  single 
person,  and  though  the  Council  had  great  suspicion  of 
me,  yet  finding  not  j-enl  proofs  against  me,  resolved  to 
give  me  my  freedom,  aud  not  to  comTnit  nor  punish  any 
man  upon  bare  suspicion ;  and  so  I  was  disojisscd."  The 
long  struggle  and  its  vicissitudes  hud  deadened  the  vim*  • 
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knee  of  party  passioBs,  and  restored  to  generosity  and 
pmdaioc  some  of  their  aattiral  influence.* 

Wliilst  his  Inends  thus  e.^perienced  the  consequences  of 
their  defieftt,  without  suffering  any  very  cruel  severities, 
Ghsiles  was  wandering  along  the  coast  of  Bretagne,  wait- 
ing  for  a  summons  to  join  his  insurgent  adherents.  It 
was  at  St-  Malo^  or,  as  some  authorities  state,  at  La 
Bocfaelle,  that  he  received  the  news  of  Booth's  defeat, 
and  the  failure  of  the  great  conspiracy  which  had  been  so 
loi^  in  preparation.  *' You  must  not  aspect  any  more 
TvangB,"  wrote  one  of  his  correspondents  to  Hyde,  on  the 
26th  of  August;  "all  our  hopes  now  are  from  abroad, 
which  are  but  smal],  considering  how  the  Spaniard  uses 
you,  the  French  betray  you,  and  the  Dutch  akeady  declared 
agninst  you/'  Charles  immediately  res\uned  the  design 
which  the  expectation  of  a  successful  rising  of  the  Royahsts 
in  England  bad  alone  induced  him  to  suspend ;  he  set 
oat  for  the  Pyrenees,  in  the  hope  of  gaining  some  favour- 
able consideration  from  the  two  ministers  who  were  nego- 
tiating the  reconciliation  of  the  crowns  of  France  and 
Spein.  He  could  not  e:(pcct  much  from  this  attempt,  for 
Maiarin,  who  feared  it  might  cause  himself  some  embar- 
nttment,  had  strongly  urged  the  Quecu-motber  to  dis* 
voade  lam  from  his  purpose,  and  had  even,  after  some 
faesitation,  refused  him  a  passport.  But  Charles,  sad- 
dened by  the  news  from  England,  tired  of  liis  residence 
in  Brussels,  and  curious  to  \isit  new  scenes  and  countries, 

■  Oommoika' Jotmml,  rol  tm.  pp.  76S,  778,  785,  78fl;  Thiirlw's  Slate 
Fkpen,  toI.  tu.  p.  731 ;  Old  Parliftmentaiy  SuUny,  toU  ni  p.  45S ; 
Cbuvodoa'B  HistoTj  of  the  Hebellion,  roL  vii,  pp.  433^39 :  ClantLdonV 
BtaU  Pmpcra,  vqL  iii.  pp.  550^  543;  Somen*  Tract*,  voL  ri.  |jp.  &30-533i 
BoftWMU  to  Uu&rin.  S^pt^mber  4-IL-29,  lft&9.     Sev  AfpKHdIX, 

V  2 


212 


mCHABD    CROMWELL    AND 


took  no  heed  either  of  the  advice  or  the  refusal,  and 
proceeded  hiro^nifo  across  France,  choosing  the  longeat 
routes,  halting  wherever  his  fancy  dictated,  and  far  more 
bent  on  enjoying  the  incidents  of  the  journey  than  on 
speedily  reaching  its  termination.  When  near  Toulouse, 
he  learned  that  the  Coiu't  was  there,  and  not  wishing  to 
proceed  thither  himself,  for  fear  of  experiencing  some 
rebuff,  and  perhaps  even  being  detained,  he  sent  forward 
one  of  liis  three  companions,  the  Marquis  of  Ormonde,  to 
ascertain  what  progress  had  been  made  in  the  treaty,  and 
appointed  a  place  on  the  road  to  Fontarabia,  at  which  they 
were  to  meet  again.  Ormonde  acquitted  himself  dis- 
creetly of  his  commission,  learned  that  the  treaty  had 
been  brought  to  a  conclusion,  and  hastened  to  rejoin  his 
master.  The  King  was  not  at  the  rendezvous.  Ormonde 
waited  for  him  a  whole  day,  and  then  proceeded  to  Fon- 
tarabia,  presuming  that  he  should  find  the  King  there. 
But  Charles  was  not  at  Fontarabia.  Don  Louis  de  Haro, 
to  whom  he  had  announced  his  coming,  and  who  had 
promised  him  a  favourable  reception,  was  astonished  at 
the  delay.  Two  or  three  days  had  elapsed  before  it  was 
discovered  w!mt  had  become  of  the  King  of  England.  At 
length  it  transpired  that,  on  entering  Spain,  and  believing 
that  the  negotiations  were  ended,  he  had  resolved  to  pro- 
ceed directly  to  Madrid,  and  that  he  was  at  that  moment 
at  Saragossa.  On  learning  that  the  conferences  were  still 
being  carried  on,  he  returned  to  Fontarabia,  where  Don 
Louis  received  him  with  honours  that  betokened  more 
friendliness  than  they  produced  practical  advantage.  The 
Court  of  Spain,  still  at  war  with  the  Commonwealth  of 
England,  sincerely  deaircd  the  restoration  of  the  Stuarts. 
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and  DoQ  Louis  de  Uaro  had  already  conferred  with 
Maarin  on  the  mbject,  and  found  him  disposed  to  en- 
lertam  the  same  views.  "  We  agreed,"  wrote  Mazarin  to 
M.  Le  Teliier,  on  the  25th  of  August,  "  that  it  was  too 
dangeroQs  an  example  to  be  allowed  to  go  down  to  pos- 
terity unpunished, — that  subjects  should  have  brought 
their  King  to  trial  and  put  him  to  death ;  and  that  if  the 
CoDUEKHiwealth  of  England  estahlisbed  it^lf,  it  would  be 
a  fbnnidable  power  to  all  its  neighbours,  because,  with- 
oat  exaggeration,  it  would  be  a  hundred  times  greater 
than  the  power  of  the  Kings  of  Eoglatid  ever  was."  But 
Maztuin,  who,  after  many  vicissitudes,  had  wellnigh  at- 
tained the  triumph  of  hta  poUcy, — with  the  Fronde  and 
Spain  defeated,  pence  established  at  home  and  abroad, 
the  rcgralty  of  France  raised  to  supremacy  over  its  rebel- 
lious subjects  and  haughty  rivals,  aud  io  possession  of  the 
asoendency  in  Europe, — Masariu  was  determined  not  to 
allow  him^lf  to  be  diverted  from  this  great  work,  but  to 
ke^  carefully  aloof  from  all  comphcations  and  enterprizes 
that  might  either  augment  its  difficulties  or  endanger  its 
SDOoess,  He  was  moreover,  from  prudence,  if  not  from 
any  respect  to  justice  and  right,  but  tittle  incUned  to 
interfere  in  the  internal  aSatrs  of  other  States,  and  bis 
good  sense  led  him  to  anticipate  that  the  Commonwealth 
dC  England  would  probably  fall  of  itself  if  left  alone, 
whereas,  if  foreigners  attempted  to  overthrow  it,  the  dif- 
ficulties of  the  enterprise  would  be  far  greater  than  the  En- 
glish Royahsta  professed  to  believe,  "I  told  Don  Louis," 
wrote  the  Cardinal,  on  the  16th  of  November,  "that  I 
greatly  desired  that  matters  might  be  arranged  in  the  way 
iu  which  the  Kmg  of  England  believed  they  could  be,  and 
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that  if  his  restoration  depended  on  an  auxiliary  force  of 
four  or  five  thousand  men,  I  made  no  doubt  that  the 
Catholic  King  would  supply  him  therewith  without  delay, 
as  the  peace  which  was  about  to  be  concluded  would  place 
him  in  a  position  to  do  so  without  the  slightest  prejudice 
to  his  own  affairs,  and  that  I  did  not  think  that  his 
Catholic  Majesty  would  be  willing  to  share  with  any  one 
the  glory  of  restoring  the  King  of  England,  if  it  could  be 
done  at  so  little  cost."  Mazarin  did  more  than  decline 
all  co-operation  in  the  re-establishment  of  Charles  II.,  he 
refused  to  grant  him  an  interview ;  and  when  Sir  Henry 
Bennett,  his  ambassador  at  Madrid,  attempted  to  force 
himself  unannounced  into  the  presence  of  the  Cardmal, 
in  order  to  extort  an  audience  which  he  had  failed  to 
obtain  by  other  means,  Mazarin  gave  peremptory  orders 
that  he  should  not  be  admitted,  *'  I  sent  Besmeaux  to 
tell  him,"  he  wrote,  "  that  I  could  not  receive  him,  as  I 
had  cause  to  apprehend  that  so  extraordinary  a  proceeding 
must  have  been  concerted  with  Don  Louis,  in  order  to 
give  umbrage  to  Mr.  Lockhart,  and  thereby  to  effect  a 
change  in  our  relations  with  the  Commonwealth  of  Eng- 
land."^ 

Lockhart  was,  In  fact,  at  Madrid  at  the  same  time  as 
Charles  II.,  vigilant,  skilful,  and  high-spirited  as  ever, 
and  treated  with  far  greater  consideration  than  the  King. 
Don  Louis  de  liaro  received  him  in  public  audience,  on 

1  Clarendonfl  History  of  the  Rebellion,  vol.  vii.  pp.  337-362;  CUren- 
don'a  State  Papers,  vol.  iii.  pp.  560-562,  669,  S?2,  &f3  j  Lettree  du  Car- 
dintU  Mozarm  anr  les  Negotiations  pour  \e  Traitv^  dee  I^rdn^ed,  vol.  i. 
pp.  »2.  151;  vol  ii.  pp.  19'H99,  252  j  AbbiS  Moatague  to  CardiimJ 
MazBjiii,  ScpU-mber  28,  t65D  -,  Bordeaux  to  Mazbtiil,  29  September, 
1«69,    Sew  AtPE»l>ii. 
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SSnd  of  August,  and  conferred  with  him  oa  the 
means  of  restoring  peace  between  the  two  States.     Ma- 
■dmstted  him  to  his  familiar  intimacy,  rendered 
good  offices  with  the  Spaniards,  and  even  commiuii- 
to  him  some  of  the  letters  which  he  received  ^m 
id  in  refereDoe  to  the  condition  and  plans  of  the 
Ruyalists:  thus  giving  to  his  prudence  at  least  the  ap- 
I  fmnoee  of  meanness,  and  uselessly  degrading  himself  to 
[aerve  a  great  and  patriotic  poUcy.     "If  our  friends," 
VTDle  Ormonde  to  Hyde,  on  the  29th  of  August,  "  could 
I'Stand  on  their  own  legs  till  it  might  appear  to  the  Car- 
tfaat  he  could  turn  the  balance,  and  have  the  prin- 
dpol  boBour  of  doing  it,  it  is  probable  he  would  frankly 
Fmace  m  our  cause.     But  to  make  this  appear 
fto  bim.  Ids  own  reason,  which  is  very  nice^  must  be  sa- 
Iis6ed  in  almost  the  infi^tibihty  of  success ;  and  in  the 
itime,  he  will  doubtless  by  any  arts  keep  fair  with 
the  Commonwealth,  and  with  Lockhart,  their  very  indiis- 
tiiottt  mtmster,  of  whom  be  hath  a  high  esteem."  **  I  can 
nore  yoctr  Eminence,"  wrote  Bordeaux  to  the  Cardinal, 
.  few  days  before  the  outbreak  of  Sir  George  Booth's 
inaiuTectioii, — *'  I  can  assure  your  Eminence  that  my  con- 
duct has  been  in  strict  conformity  with  your  orders,  and 
that  I  have  oe^er  allowed  myself  to  let  fall  any  expre&- 
skm  likely  to  produce  suspicion,  or  to  lead  the  Royalists 
to  hope  that  the  King  will  support  their  designs/'^ 

Never  had  the  position  of  the  RepubUcan  Parliament 
appealed  more  prosperous ;  victorious  at  home,  it  was  in 


■  OanmAom'M  SUte  Papen.  toI  Hi.  pp.  33S.  &I0.  &U,  540. 650,  ^iT; 
I^tbM  da.  Gkrdnikai  Haz»rin  guv  \sa  'Segoe'miioaa  tin  Fjr6ii£e«,  vol.  i. 
fppL  IfiO-LSi;  Bordeuu to Muarin,  August  7.  1469.     $«i>  Atfssipii. 


216 


ID   CROMWELL    AND 


safety  abroad;  its  ambaasador  Lad  triumplied  over  King 
Clmi'les  at  Foutarabia,  as  completely  as  its  General  had 
defeated  the  Royalists  in  Cheshire.  Solemn  thanksgiv- 
ings were  celebrated  tUroughout  the  country,  on  the  6th 
of  October,  to  express  the  national  gratitude  to  God  for 
the  deliverance  of  the  Commonwealth.  The  City  of  Lon- 
don entertained  the  House  of  Commons  at  a  sumptuous 
banquet,  at  which  the  two  powers  lavished  on  each  other 
the  warmest  congratulations  and  promises  of  mutual  sup- 
port. But  these  brilliant  displays  deceived  no  one,  and 
the  apprehension  of  imminent  danger  weighed  on  all 
minds  in  the  midst  of  the  festivities  of  recent  victory,' 

As  soon  as  it  was  informed  of  the  defeat  of  Booth,  the 
Parliament  hastened  to  bestow  on  hia  conqueror  substan- 
tial marks  of  its  satisfaction,  On  the  23rd  of  August,  it 
voted  "that  the  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds  be  con- 
ferred on  the  Lord  Lambert,  to  buy  him  a  jewel  ;*'  and 
that  presents  of  one  hundred,  fifty,  and  ten  pounds  should 
be  given  to  the  messengers  of  various  ranks  who  had 
brought  the  news.  But  in  proportion  to  these  displays 
of  gratitude,  was  the  increase  of  distrust  and  suspicion. 
It  was  stated  in  the  House  that  Lambert  intended  to 
raise  himself  to  the  Protectorate,  and  would  probably 
seize  this  opportunity  for  making  the  attempt.  The  army, 
on  their  side,  did  not  conceal  their  ill-feeling  against  the 
Parliament ;  on  seeing  their  officers  receive  their  com- 
missions from  the  hands  of  the  Speaker,  the  soldiers 
openly  ridiculed  their  new  General,  declaring  that  they 


'  ComraouB'  Journala.  voL  vU.  pp.  78*5,  790,  793,  793  j  "Wliitdiocke'a 
Memoriiilflr  p.  684 ;  Bordciiux  to  Mji^ai^,  Octobfii'  G,  1660-  See  Ap- 
rnpix. 
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have  him  with  them  m  their  next  campaign,  and 
ihit  they  woold  go  no  further  than  LeDthall  should  lead 
Lambert  was  in  no  haste  to  return  to  London 
his  ATctory ;   rumoura  were  spread   that   he  was 
^■nrchii^  through  the  country,  sounding  the  dispositions 
of  the  people,  cajoling  the  of&cers,  and  even  paying  his 
rcoort.  to  the  conquered  Royalists.    These  suspicions  soon 
lioolc  deeper  root ;  Lambert  was  in  correspondence  \vith 
^tfae  general  officers  who  had  remained  in   London^ — 
'  Desborough.  Mason,  Packer,  and   several  others  who 
were  influential  in  the  general  council  of  the  army  -,  and 
It  was  even  beheved  thM  be  had  come  secretly  to  town 
io  concert  measnres  with  them,  for  some  unknown  pur- 
pose.    News  ere  long  arrived  that  a  council  had  be^ 
bdd  &t  Derby  among  the  officers  of  the  regiments  which 
Lambert  had  led  against  Booth,  that  it  had  been  attended 
by  fifty  of  them^  that  they  had  resolved  upon  a  petition 
to  the  HonsCj  and  that  a  copy  of  that  petition  had  been 
sent  to  London  to  three  officers,  with  directions  for  its 
tmnsmission  to  General  Fleetwood,  who,  in  his  turn,  was 
to  communicate  it  to  the  general  council  of  the  army, 
^before  pre^nting  it  to  Parliament.     On  the  32nd  of 
September,  when  the  House  met  in  the  morning,  Hasle- 
rig,  with  his  usual  iiery  impatience,  informed  the  House 
of  these  proceedings,  and  demanded  that  an  immediate 
explanation  should  be  given  of  them,  and  that  Fleetwood, 
if  be  had  a  copy  of  the  petition,  should  be  required  to 
bring  it  to  the  House  that  very  afternoon.     Fleetwood 
obeyed,  made  a  statement  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
council  at  Perhy,  and  delivered  to  the  Speaker  a  docu- 
ment (iddresf^d  "To  the  Supreme  Authority  of  these 
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Nations,  the  Parliament  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Eng- 
land/' and  entitled  "  The  Humble  Petition  and  Propo- 
sals of  the  Oflicers  under  the  command  of  the  Right 
Honom-able  the  Lord  Lambert,  in  the  late  northern  Ex- 
pedition." It  was  a  repetition  of  the  wishes  which  had 
abeady  been  expressed  by  the  general  councU  of  the 
army,  a  week  before  the  restoration  of  the  Parliament^ 
with  this  addition,  that,  while  reiterating  the  demand  that 
Pleetwood  should  be  permanently  appointed  geueral-in- 
chief,  it  also  demanded  that  Lambert  shoidd  be  consti- 
tuted major-general  of  the  army,  Desborough  lieutenant- 
general  of  the  cavalry,  and  Monk  lieutenant-general  of 
the  infantry.  Having  listened  to  this  statement  of  facts 
and  claims  on  the  part  of  the  army,  the  House  adjourned 
the  debate  until  the  next  day.  On  the  23rd  of  Septem- 
ber, the  doors  were  shut  and  the  lobby  was  cleared  of 
strangei-s  ]  no  member  was  allowed  to  leave  the  House 
without  express  permission;  and  the  strictest  secrecy  was 
enjoined,  Fleetwood  endeavoured  to  explain  and  justify 
the  petition.  Haslerig  demanded,  on  the  other  haud, 
that  Lambert,  its  real  author,  should  be  impeached  of 
high  treason  and  committed  to  the  Tower.  After  an 
animated  debate,  the  House  voted :  '*  Tliat  to  have  any 
more  general  officers  in  the  army  than  are  already  settled 
by  the  Parliament,  is  needless,  chargeable,  and  dangerous 
to  the  Commonwealth."  A  further  decloi-atiou  was  pro- 
posed, "That  the  Petition  and  Proposals  of  the  Olficers 
under  the  Lord  Lambert  are  unseasonable  and  of  dan- 
gerous consequence."  But  the  House,  by  thirty-one 
votes  against  twenty-five,  rejected  this  suggestion,  and 
merely  referred  it  to  Fleetwood  "to  commuuicatc  the 
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vole  of  the  Uoo^e  to  the  oflBeers  of  the  army,  and  to  ad* 
■KXtish  them  of  their  irregular  proceeding,  and  to  take 
cm  to  prevent  say  further  proceedings  therein  by  the 
Boldien."' 

The  gsQDtlet  was  now  thrown  down  on  both  sides,  and 
the  ooi^kt  began  ;  bat  the  Parliament,  already  so  griev- 
oorij  mutil&ted,  could  not  even  concentrate  its  suniving 
loRsee  for  the  battle;  a  new  dissension  was  silently 
^Heading  in  its  ranks.  Sir  H^ry  Vaoe,  more  yielding 
tlian  Husderig,  because  he  was  convinced  that  the  mp- 
tare  of  the  Pariiament  with  the  army  would  work  the 
nnn  of  the  Ck^miuonwealth,  and  wished  at  any  cost  to 
•are  it  from  destruction, — Sir  Harry  Vane  had  coalesced 
with  the  officers,  and  now  lent  them  his  support.  It  ia 
a  peculiarity  of  subtle  and  chimerical  minds  to  believe 
that  ftuocess  is  always  posaibkj  and  to  pursue  it  unceas- 
ingiy  in  the  most  opposite  combinations.  Vane,  who,  in 
the  name  of  the  interest  of  the  Commonwealth,  had  al- 
readj  ssciifioed  the  people  to  the  sectaries,  was  now  pre- 
paied  to  sacrifice  the  Parliament  to  the  army,  seeking 
anpport  from  inferior  sources  aa  he  fell,  and  vainly  hoping 
to  achieve  the  salvation  of  his  cause  by  the  desertion  of 
his  principles  and  the  abandonment  of  his  friends.^ 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  which  he  had  received.  Fleet- 
assembled  the  officers  at  his  house,  and  commimi- 

'  CtflfeodoD'B  Hwtory  of  the  Rebellion,  vol.  rii  pp.  319-321 ;  Coan- 
■*  Joonuds,  Tol.  TiL  pp.  765r  766.  784, 785  ;  Lndlov's  Memoirs,  pp. 
ks  Baker's  Chromcle,  pp.  711-713;  KutclmuoD'B  Uemoiis,  p. 
1;  Bordnox  to  Maziuiii,  Aogrut  25  and  September  4,  1659,     See 
AmxDix. 

'  LtMilov^ft  Memoin,  p.  304  i  ITatchixaon'B  Mcmain.  p.  386 ;  Baker  b 
I  Chztrbirlp,  p-  711 ;  "WhitrJoekc'i  MtpmorUIa,  p.  Ii83  ;  Bonlt'atuc  to  Ma- 
Brin  and  Bname,  October  13  and  S(K  1659.    S«c  AfPBPl^lx. 
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cated  to  them  the  resolutions  of  tbe  Parliament.  Some  sin- 
cerely regretted,  and  all  affected  to  regret,  the  adoption  of 
the  step  which  menaced  the  Common  weaUhwith  so  serious 
a  danger.  It  was  resolved  that  the  petition  of  Lambert's 
officers  should  not  be  insisted  on,  and  that  another  should 
be  prepared  in  its  steady  which  should  not  only  be  more 
moderate  in  its  tone,  but  should  express  submission  to 
the  authority  of  the  Parbament,  and  promise  to  sup- 
port it  against  all  the  disturbers  of  the  Comraonweallh, 
It  was  further  agreed  that  a  general  council  of  officers 
should  meet  in  four  days,  to  discuss  the  terms  of  this 
new  address.  But  when  the  council  met,  the  draft  sub- 
mitted to  its  consideration  was  utterly  at  variaucc  with 
the  original  scheme  which  had  been  adopted  at  Fleets 
wood's  house.  The  preamble  was  full  of  protestations 
of  fidehty  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  disavowed,  in  the 
name  of  the  army,  any  desire  to  infringe  upon  the  au- 
thority, liberty,  and  dignity  of  the  Parliament.  No  names 
were  specially  meutioned ;  no  new  title  or  power  was  de- 
manded for  Lambert,  Desborough.  or  any  other  officer ; 
but  complaints  were  made  that  the  army  had  been  ca- 
lumniated to  the  House ;  the  intentions  of  all  the  officers, 
those  under  Lambert's  command  as  well  as  their  com- 
rades, were  justified ;  the  right  of  petition  was  demanded 
for  the  army  as  well  as  for  the  people ;  and  it  was  again 
insisted  that  the  office  of  commander-in-chief  should  cease 
to  be  temporary,  and  that  no  officer  should  be  cashiered 
without  trial  by  court-martial.  Finally,  it  was  demanded 
that  any  person  who,  in  future,  should  give  false  infor- 
matiou  to  the  ParUament  against  its  servants,  the  army, 
"  thereby  creating  jealousies,  and  casting  scandalous  im- 
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polalkms  apoD  tbein,*^  should  be  brought  to  tria),  and 
rnadtgnlj  punkhed.  Some  voices  were  raised,  in  the 
munfil  of  offioeiB  itself,  against  this  petition,  the  mingled 
kjpocriffyand  urogance  of  which  would,  it  was  felt,  offend 
the  Hoose;  Cdoiiels  Hacker,  Okey,  Sanders,  and  others 
warmly  opposed  it ;  some  threatened  to  write  to  General 
Monk  on  the  subject  (as  they  actually  did),  to  entreat 
ham  to  use  his  influeDce  to  put  a  stop  to  pretensions  and 
proceedings  which  could  not  fail  to  lead  to  an  irremedi- 
ahle  rapture  between  the  Parliament  and  the  arnij.  But 
all  their  remonstrances  and  representations  were  in  vain; 
tbc  council  adopted  the  petition^  which  was  signed  by 
Ivo  hundred  and  thirty  officers,  and  Desborough  was 
^ipoonted  to  present  it  to  Parliament. ' 

A  week  afterwards,  on  the  5th  of  October,  Desborough, 
•eoompafiied  by  several  other  officers,  fulBUed  his  com- 
fldiaoo,  and  presented  himself  at  the  bar  of  the  House 
with  the  address,  which  he  introduced  with  a  speech  of 
great  modesty  and  huniihty.  The  House,  which  fully 
expected  his  appearance,  received  the  address  without 
any  expression  of  dissatisfaction^  thanked  the  officers  for 
their  assurances  of  fidehty,  and  announced  that  on  the 
foOoning  Saturday,  the  8th  of  October,  it  would  take 
into  consideration  those  questions  which  they  had  brought 
under  its  notice.  At  the  approach  of  the  crisis,  and 
under  the  scrutinizing  gaze  of  the  country,  which  took  no 
pari  in  these  conflicts  of  the  revolutionary  cliques,  but 
regarded  their  authors  with  just  hostility,  both  parties 
felt  their  weakness,  and  neither  of  them  was  willing  either 

■  haSkm'B  Memotn.  p,  301  i  Bakcr'a  CLronick,  p.  713  ^  Hinrkv^B 
Stele  ftpcn,  toL  to.  p.  754. 
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to  have  the  credit  of  provoking  the  rupture,  or  to  accept 
the  responsibility  of  its  consequences.  For  three  days  the 
House  deliberated  on  the  various  sections  of  the  address^ 
with  conflicting  alternations  of  prudence  and  indignation: 
measures  were  taken  for  satisfying  the  legitimate  de- 
mands of  the  army,  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  the  sol- 
diers and  the  condition  of  their  families ;  but  while  re- 
cognizing the  right  of  every  member  of  the  army,  in 
common  with  all  other  freeborn  EngUshmen,  to  address 
petitions  to  Parliament^  the  House  took  occasion  to  ad- 
monish the  oflicers,  "  that  petitioners  ought  to  be  very 
careful  both  in  the  manner  and  in  tiie  matter  which  they 
desire ;  thftt  their  way  of  promoting  and  presenting  the 
same  may  be  peaceable,  and  the  things  petitioned  for  not 
tending  to  the  disturbance  of  the  Clommonwealth  nor  I 
to  the  dishonour  of  the  ParUament ;  and  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  petitioners  to  submit  their  desires  to  the  Parha^ 
mcnt,  and  to  acquiesce  in  the  judgment  thereof."  But 
the  House  did  more  than  censure  the  proceedings  of  the 
officers :  it  provided  against  extreme  violence  on  their 
part  J  and  in  order  to  deprive  them  beforehand  of  all 
legal  means  of  governing,  it  decreed,  on  the  11th  of  Oc- 
tober, that  ''whoever  sliould,  after  that  day,  assess,  levy, 
or  collect  any  tax  or  imposition  whatever  on  the  people 
of  this  Commonwealth,  without  their  consent  in  Parlia- 
ment, should  he  guilty  of  high  treason."  The  debate 
was  proceeding  with  ill-concealed  acrimony^  when,  on 
the  momiog  of  the  12th  of  October,  Colonel  Okey  in- 
formed the  House  that  the  petition  of  the  general  coun- 
cil of  officers  had  been  printed  and  pubUshed,  and  that  a 
letter,  signed  by  Lambert,  Desborough,  and  seven  other 
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officers,  had  beeo  circulated  through  all  the  regiments  id 
the  HTDV,  soliciting  their  e:xpress  approvaJ  of  its  demands 
ID  tntimouT  of  the  unanimity  of  their  desires.  This  was 
evidently  the  eooUtion,  to  precede  the  iDsurrection  of  the 
snoj  Again^  the  Parliament.  Haslerig  could  no  longer 
diMemble  his  indignation,  and  the  House  followed  him 
to  ca&ting  aside  the  mask.  The  nine  officers  who  hod 
flagned  the  letter^  with  Lambert  and  Desborough  at  their 
head,  were  dismissed  from  aU  their  employments^  and 
their  successors  immediately  appointed.  The  chief  com- 
mand  of  the  army  was  withdrawn  &om  Fleetwood,  and 
Teeled  in  seven  commissioners,  namely,  Fleetwood,  Monk, 
Lodlow,  Colonels  Morley^  Walton,  and  Overton,  and  Sir 
Arthur  Uasleiig.  It  was  resolved  that  the  organization 
of  the  government  and  of  the  future  Parhaments  of  the 
Cooiiiionwealth  should  be  the  first  business  discussed  on 
the  following  day ;  and  that  the  House  might  be  sure 
of  being  able  to  meet  on  the  morrow,  the  regiments  of 
Coloneb  Morley,  Okey,  and  Mos3,  on  wliich  Haslerig 
ooeld  rely,  were  ordered  to  pa^s  the  night  on  guard  in 
Weshninster  Hall  and  its  approaches,' 

On  the  next  day,  the  13th  of  October,  Westminster 
and  its  ueighbotu-hood  presented  a  warUke  aspect  on  all 
aides.  Informed  that  Lambert  had  determined  to  dis- 
solve it  on  that  very  day,  the  Parliament  had  prepared  to 
make  a  vigorous  defence :  the  regiments  of  Morley  and 
MoK  occupied  the  doors,  courtyards,  and  immediate  ap- 
proaches of  the  palace ;  other  troops  quartered  near  Lon< 

^  CoBanai*  Joarxulii,  toI.  rii,  pp,  7R3,  794-796 ;  Old  PuliuDent&ry 
HMtosT.  ToL  xri.  pp.  450,  4&»-470i  Baker  a  Chtimicle,  pp.  714-718; 
Indkiw's  Hemoin,  p,  306  ;  Wbiteloclce's  Hcmorula,  p.  664 ;  Bordeaux 
lo  Maaiia,  October  20.  1659,    See  Appsxdix. 
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don,  among  others  Colonel  Okey's  regiment  of  cavalry, 
bad  been  ordered  to  bold  themselves  ready  to  march  to 
their  assistance  at  a  iuomeat*8  notice,     Lambert,  on  bis 
aide,  had  received  a  note  in  these  terms  :  "  Secure  your- 
self, or  tomorrow  before  this  time  your  head  will.be  in 
danger ;"  and  Haslerig  had,  it  is  said,  firmly  determined 
to  have  him  an-ested  and  shot  without  the  least  delay. 
Nottvithstanding  the  hesitation  of  some  of  his  friends. 
Lambert  boldly  took  the  offensive ;  at  the  head  of  his  own 
regiment  of  infantry  he  proceeded  through  the  streets, 
barred  all  those  by  which  the  members  could  gain  access 
to  the  House,  cut  off  all  communication  with  the  City, 
and  then  hastened  in  person  to  Westminster,    Wben  near 
the  palacCj  he  met  Colonel  Morley,  who,  pistol  in  band, 
told  him  he  would  fire  on  him  if  he  advanced  a  step  fur- 
ther.    "  Colonel/'  replied  Lambert,  "  I  will  go  another 
way,  though^  if  I  pleased,  I  could  pass  this  way;"  and  he 
turned  off  in  another  dii'ection.     But  here  liis  progress 
was  arrested  by  Colonel  Moss,  with  his  troop ;  Lambert 
at  once  advanced  towards  the  soldiers,  and  asked  them, 
"  If  they  would  suffer  nine  of  their  old  officers,  who  had 
so  often  spent  their  blood  for  them  and  with  thera,  to  be 
disgi'aced   and   ruined  with  their  families?"     "  It  were 
much  better,"  replied  Moss,  '*  that  nine  families  should 
be  destroyed,  than  the  civil  authority  of  the  nation  tram- 
pled under  foot."  Lambert  rejoined ;  a  conference  en- 
sued ;  some  of  Moss's  soldiers  went  over  to  Lambert ; 
but  the  majority  remained  in  suspense.     The  mounted 
guard  of  the  Parliament,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Evelyn,  now  came  up,  on  their  way  to  their  post.     Lam- 
bert went  up  to  them,  and  peremptorily  addressed  them ; 
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ftmlj'u  looked  aroond  bim ;  several  of  his  men  seemed 
vaTcnng ;  his  Lieutenant,  Caithness^  advised  him  not  to 
itn«t ;  be  dismounted  from  his  horse,  and  his  whole  troop 
I  went  over  to  LAmbert.     At  about  this  time,  Lenthall, 
t^ie  Sp^ker,  who  was  ptoceedirig  in  hb  carriage  to  the 
[Doiide,  was  arrested  near  Palace  Yard,  by  a  detachment 
[of  I^mbert's  soldiers  stationed  there  under  the  comninnd 
[of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Duckenfield,  one  of  his  boldest  ad- 
ents.     Lenthalt  insisted  on  being  allowed  to  pass,  re- 
^nundiug  the  soldiers  that  he  was  their  chief  general ;  but 
tile  ioldiers  mockingly  forced  him  to  turn  back,  and  of- 
to  conduct  hini  to  Wallingford  House,  the  residence 
I cf  Fleetwood,  who,  thej  said,  would  give  him  any  expla- 
ins he  might  desire.     "  If  Lieutenant- General  Fleet- 
[^wood  has  any  business  with  me,"  replied  Lenthall,  "  he 
may  come  to  my  boose ;"  and  he  returned  home  without 
farther  obstruction. 

Such  W3fi  the  posture  of  affairs  at  about  the  middle  of 
the  day ;  Lambert  manife&tly  had  the  advantage ;   Has- 
krig  and  his  friends  applied  to  the  City  for  assistanoe ; 
but  the  citizens  replied  that  they  had  no  wish  to  interfere 
in  the  quarrel,  and  woidd  coufine  their  efforts  to  the  main- 
I  tenance  of  order  within  their  own  precincts.     The  public 
look -no  interest  either  in  the  conflict  or  in  the  comba- 
^latiU ;  the  streeta  were  full  of  careless  passengers  bent, 
usoal.  on  the  pursuit  of  their  own  affairs,  who  merely 
'  |iaiised  a  moment  to  make  a  few  inquiries,  and  then  re- 
sumed their  course.     The  issue  was  still  uncertain ;  in 
various  places,  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  two  parties, 
.  posted  opposite  one  another,  had  drawn  near  enough  to 
enter  into  conversation,  and  seemed  determined  not  to 
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come  to  blows.  A  few  members  of  Parliament^  in  the 
meanwhile,  had  succeeded  in  getting  to  the  House  by  the 
Thames.  The  Council  of  State  had  met.  Lambert  and 
Desborough  on  one  side,  and  Haslerigand  Morley  on  the 
other»  were  present :  those  members  of  the  House  who 
had  made  their  way  to  Westminster,  were  invited  to 
attend  the  Council*  A  stormy  debate  began ;  Colonel 
Sydenham  justified  the  conduct  of  the  army :  "  It  was," 
he  said,  "  the  last  remedy,  made  use  of  by  a  particular 
call  of  Divine  Providence."  Bradshaw,  old  and  infirm 
though  he  was,  rose  to  protest  against  this  justification: 
"  he  was  now  going  to  his  God/'  he  said,  "and  had  not 
patience  to  hear  His  great  name  so  openly  blasphemed  ;" 
and,  after  stigmatizing  wliat  the  army  had  done  as  de- 
testable, he  left  the  room.  The  others,  less  sensitive,  con- 
tinned  the  conference ;  both  parties  felt  the  nselessness  of 
discussion ;  all  acknowledged  the  pressure  of  necessity, 
and  itscd  it  as  an  excnse  for  cowardice  as  well  as  for  vio- 
lence. It  was  admitted  that  reconciliation  and  conflict 
were  alike  impossible.  The  Parliament  yielded  ;  it  was 
agreed  that  it  sltould  sit  no  longer,  and  that  Ihe  council 
of  officers  should  undertake  to  niaiiitain  tlio  pubhc  peace, 
and  to  prepare  for  the  convocation  of  a  new  ParUameut, 
to  which  tlic  settlement  of  the  nation  should  be  referred. 
The  Council  of  State  sent  orders  to  the  troops  to  rctuni 
to  their  (juartei's  ;  they  instantly  obeyed;  and  by  an 
agreement  between  mutual  weaknesses,  the  Long  Par- 
liament retired  noiselessly  from  that  hall  from  which 
Cromwell,  six  years  before,  had  driven  it  so  ignomini- 
ously;  and   Lambert,  Lhc  paltry  imitator  of  Cromwell, 
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remained  master  of  the  field,  without  having  achieved  a 
victory.' 

*  Conaiums*  Jonnak,  toL  tu.  p.  797 ;  Old  I^riuunentuy  HiBtory, 
ToL  zxL  pp.  471-477 ;  Lndlovr't  Hemoin,  pp.  305-307 ;  Wbitelocke'i 
MCTiioTiaJs,  pp.  684,  685 ;  Baker's  Chronicle,  p.  719  ;  Carte**  Ormonde 
Letten,  toL  iL  pp.  245-248 ;  Clarendon*!  History  of  the  Bebellion, 
ToL  Tii  pp.  370-372 ;  Clarendon's  Sute  Papers.  roL  Ui.  pp.  590.  591 ; 
Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  756 ;  Oldmixon's  History  of  the  Stnarts,  pp.  441- 
443 ;  Ediard's  History  of  England.  toL  ii.  pp.  862,  853;  Sapin's  His- 
tofy  of  "England,  toL  ix.  p.  130. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  OF  M.  DE  BORDEAUX, 

FBEXCH  AMBASSADOR  IN  LOXDON% 

WITH 

CARDINAL  MAZABIN  AND  THE  COU>T  DE  BBIEN'XE. 
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[7W  htUeti  nomberpd  1 — 41  refer  to  «Teat«  related  ia  the  Fint 
[  of  this  HictocT ;  tlwRiiui&derhAT&FeleretLeelotlieSc^tmdBoQk.l 

i.]  M,  DE  Bordeaux  to  Cabdikal  M.iZAKix. 

Sfj4emhcr  IS.  165$. 

Since  my  letter  of  the  13th  mstant,  the  bearer  of  which  waa 
anested  at  Dover, — ordej*&  having  arrived  there,  before  he  could 
get  Away,  that  no  xcAsel  was  to  be  allowed  to  leave  the  port^— 
it  baa  bee&  intimated  to  mc,  ou  the  port  of  the  Protector,  tliat 
he  k  de»rou9  tl&ai  tht;  Court  of  France  should  go  into  moam- 
tag  far  hia  father,  and  that  it  vould  be  a  mark  of  esteem  aod 
aa  honour  for  which  be  vould  feci  grcatlj  obliged  to  the  King 
and  to  TOUT  Eminence ;  aa  it  is  rery  necessary  tu  his  Highness 
that  his  Majesty  abouid  appear  to  re^rd  him  a»  highly  aa  he 
has  pierioDsly  regarded  the  Kings  of  England,  and  other  sore- 
TOgBL  pfince?,  allies  and  friends  of  France.  The  same  person 
who  faionght  me  thi^  message  also  totd  me  that  his  Highnesi 
hoped  that  I  would  be  present  at  the  funeral  ceremonyj  and 
duly  aoocffding  to  usage^  mourning  would  be  sent  to  mr.  Hia 
bat  propoaitioii  iraa  more  important.  Its  purport  is  that  the 
King  «h«ilil  at  once  aasist  the  Protector  vith  a  loan  of 
£50JQOOf  which  be  stands  greatly  in  need  of  for  pressing  ex- 
peiiws ;  a»  the  interest  of  the  present  government  does  not  re- 
<|uire  that  the  Parliament  should  be  called  togetliCT  just  yet, 
and  SB  no  money  can  be  raiacd  without  its  consent,  the  a£»i»t- 
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ance  uf  (rientU  is  sought.     It  is  promised  that  tbe  loan  ahall 

be  repaid  in  a  short  time,  and  that  some  Bccurity  sliall  even 
be  givcix  for  it.  As  to  the  first  two  points,  I  led  hie  Uighucss 
to  hope  that  his  wishea  would  be  complied  with, — ^not  antici- 
pating that  the  Kiiig  will  make  any  diffieulty  about  putting  on 
moTirning  for  a  Prince  whose  interests  are  the  same  as  hi* 
own,  nor  that  there  will  be  any  inconvenience  in  following  the 
precedent  established  at  the  funeral  of  King  Jaracsj  at  which 
the  ambassadors  of  France  were  present.  Aa  to  the  laAt  point, 
I  did  not  speak  so  positively,  and  after  having  represented  our 
great  necessities,  I  promiBcd  that  the  King  would  do  all  in  his 
power  to  justify  the  confidence  which  the  Protector  reposes  in 
his  friendship.  The  sum  is  so  moderate,  and  it  is  so  impor- 
tant that  this  Government  should  stand,  (in  which  there  will 
probably  be  some  risk,  aa  the  Parhament  has  not  met,  and  the 
army  is  not  paidj  that  it  will  doubtless  be  thouglit  advisable 
to  grant  this  loan.  I  have  given  them  reason  to  hope  for  a 
positive  atiswer  in  a  few  days ;  and  despatch  is  essential,  in- 
deed it  is  stipulated  for^  in  the  execution  of  the  agreement.  Aa 
the  ports  are  closed,  orders  have  been  sent  me  for  the  free 
paasage  of  my  secretary,  who  will  deliver  these  presents  to 
your  Eminence.  My  letter  of  the  13th  instant  will  have  in- 
formed you  of  the  proclamatiou  that  was  made  yesterday,  in 
the  same  form  as  that  of  the  deceased  Protector,  and  with  even 
greater  acclamations  of  the  people;  and  never  did  this  city 
appear  more  tranquil  than  it  has  done  during  this  change.  On 
his  return  from  the  ceremony,  the  Protector  took  the  oaths 
before  the  Keepers  of  the  Seal ;  after  a  short  speech,  the  mi- 
nisters, and  afterwards  the  Mayor  of  London,  took  the  oath  of 
fidelity.  Now,  the  funeral  preparations  are  in  progress ;  and 
orders  are  being  sent  out  that  the  same  proclamation  may  be 
made  in  the  provinces.  There  is  nothing  of  importance  from 
abroad ;  the  ministers  of  Sweden  have  no  news  yet  of  the 
capture  of  Copenhagen,  but  entertain  strong  hopes  that  their 
master  will  Iw  master  of  it  before  the  Dutch  can  send  asaist- 
aucc. 
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I  hacwe  nam  cwdy  to  remind  tout  Eminence  of  the  promise 
;«m  made  to  the  Sieur  Gedeon,  whose  oflers  deserve  aome 
icnQgnitioii ;  be  will  be  still  loore  capable  of  serring  you  m 
firt«e ;  and  my  Lord  FaulGonbridge  will  benoeforw&rd  bare  a 
^Tcxtcr  AtiXv  in  pubEc  affairs  than  was  allowed  him  by  the  de- 
i I  Mild  Prdector ;  he  professes  that  he  will  employ  hi»  influ- 
•■  to  aerre  Fnaoe  and  jour  Emiaenoe^  wheneror  opportmu- 


M.  DE    Bofti>£AtJX    TO   Ca^BDIXAL   Sdl&KARlN. 

SepUmlcr  2$»  1653. 


H  T  have  the  honour  to  be,  etc 

r 

■  MjLord, 

■  I  received  onlj  today  the  letter  with  which  yoor  Eminence 
'        baa  boDoared  me,  bearing  date  on  the  16th  instant ;  it  puts  me 

ID  m  poeitioD  to  confirm  to  the  Secretary  the  assurances  which 

■  I  had  alimdy  given  hun  of  the  fi-iendly  feeling  of  the  King  to- 
wards the  Protector,  and  of  the  sentiments  of  your  Eminence 
on  all  that  regards  the  interests  of  the  govermnent  of  Eng- 
land ;  I  shall  act  ujion  your  orders  as  soon  as  the  Secretary 

I  is  ready  to  see  me^  and  I  will  not  fiul  partjcularly  to  express 
to  him  the  esteem  in  which  be  is  held  by  your  Eminence. 
Ue  has,  for  the  last  few  ilay$,  kept  his  bed,  bat  bi»  mabdy 
m  not  cooflidered  dangerous.  I  will  also  deliver  the  friendly 
meam^C9  which  I  am  ordered  to  convey  to  my  Lord  Faulcon- 
bridgc  and  General  ^lontague.  The  former  has,  on  several 
orasHOQB,  given  me  renewed  aeeurances  of  his  seal^  and  I  do 

■  not  doubt  that,  in  the  present  conjuncture,  all  his  offers  will 
be  very  well  receive.  There  are  no  arrangements  as  yet  for 
gmng  public  audiences  to  the  foreign  ministers,  for  expressing 
the  coifedolenoes  and  congratulations  which  the  change  which 
ba*  occurred  seems  to  require  of  them  ;  this  is  partly  in  order 
that  ihey  may  all  have  rewsivctl  new  credentials  from  their  su- 
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|X!riorAj  and  also  that  the  Government  may  not  be  obliged,  ia 
this  early  stage  of  its  existcuce,  to  treat  of  business  with  any 
but  tliosc  of  whom  they  have  iiuiuediate  need.  Meanwhile 
the  establishments  which  relate  to  the  internal  administration 
of  the  coimtry  are  being  organized^  and  my  previous  letters 
\nU  have  informed  you  that  the  Cooncil  of  St^ite  hae  not  neg- 
lected to  take  all  kinds  of  precautions  to  keep  the  army  and 
the  raetropolifl  faithful  to  the  interest  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment j  these  two  bodies  alone  are  capable  of  drawing  the  rest 
of  Enj^land  after  them^  and  they  happen  to  be  bound  by  their 
owQ  intcrcata  to  raaintain  the  existing  state  of  things,  because 
of  the  advantages  which  they  derive  from  itj  and  the  injury 
which  any  diacusgion  would  entail  npon  tbem.  Most  of  the 
officers  of  the  army  and  of  the  Corporation  have  enriched 
themselves  with  the  property  that  has  been  confiscated  of  late 
years,  and  are  now  in  possession  of  lands  that  once  beloni 
to  the  King:,  the  bishops,  and  the  Trish  ;  others  have  Ix-cn  cm- 
ployed  in  commissions  which  have  made  them  unpopular;  and 
tho^  who  have  no  special  interest  at  stake  fear  that  no  change 
can  occur  without  involnng  them  in  total  ruin.  These  con- 
siderations keep  l)oth  the  town  and  the  army  in  submi^ion, 
and  give  reason  to  expect  that  the  Government  will  last,  and 
gain  strength  every  day.  Even  the  Royalists,  who  are  very 
glad  to  have  an  honest  pretext  for  accommoflatiug  themselves 
to  existing  circumstances,  are  discovering  that  they  have  no 
cause  to  ccmpl^u  of  the  Protector,  as  he  never  did  them  any 
harm,  and  attribute  their  past  inelinations  to  revolt  to  the 
rough  treatment  which  they  experienced  from  his  deeeaAe*! 
Highness,  There  arc  only  a  few  Bepublicans  who  cannot 
change  their  principles ;  but,  without  a  Parliament,  they  will 
have  some  difficulty  in  making  themsehes  heard ;  and  though 
there  is  some  talk  of  a  Parliament  being  called,  the  best-in- 
formcd  persons  neither  believe  that  the  Protector  ought  to 
I'xposc  himself  to  its  contiuf^eticiesj  nor  that  he  has  any  in- 
clination to  do  so.     There  is  some  talk  also  oi  a  {>eacc  with 
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Bpiin,  to  sfttisfy  the  merchatita,  who  euixtooflly  desire  it,  I 
do  M)4  Bee  bove\'er  tliat  thld  subject  liaa  been  taken  into  con- 
titifTntion  b^  the  Coimdl  f  and  besides^  the  war  ba«  not  been 
hhbeito  to  bordeaeome  to  England  as  not  to  yield  as  great 
■drantagBB  bjr  contmuing  it  as  l^  coming  to  au  accommoda- 
tioD  ;  for  it  is  proved  bv  the  registers  of  the  Cnstom-bouse  that 
the  exports  and  imports  of  merchaQdise  have  been  as  gr^t 
ttnee  tbe  rupture,  as  they  verc  before  the  var  began.  Th« 
only  thing  thai  is  likely  Co  give  any  immediate  trouble  is  the 
fjniir**  of  tbe  airearft  due  to  the  army^  which  arc  &aid  to 
wmoaal  to  a  millioiik  Bteriing.  I  have  already  inform^  your 
Bminciice  of  the  meaoures  projected  for  the  hquidation  of  at 
leut  a  part  of  t)>em.  If  the  Kio^s  affairs  do  not  permit  him 
to  grant  tb£  request  which  ha«  been  made  to  mc^  matters  are 
■till  oo  their  old  footing,  as  I  have  given  no  pledge  in  regard 
to  the  propositioQ  which  waa  made  to  me ;  until  the  return  of 
my  Sectetuy,  I  shall  act  with  the  same  reserve.  I  had  been 
tsibraied  that  Mr.  Lockhart  would  visit  our  Court  to  treat  of 
this  affair ;  but  cither  becaix^  the  Government  are  de^rooa  of 
knowing  what  has  been .  told  me»  or  because  hi»  preacnoe  ia 
jtidged  neoevaary  at  Dunkirk,  Uia  departure  baa  been  delayed 
to  the  picseint  time,  and  it  is  certain  that  unleas  they  sent  in 
his  phioc  some  person  more  vigilant  than  the  majority  of  Eog-" 
lish  officers,  the  enemy  will  find  it  easy  enough  when  the 
King's  army  is  at  a  distance  from  the  fXiast,  to  gain  pc^segsion 
of  the  town,  either  by  feuboming  the  soldiers  or  taking  tbem 
by  sarpriae ;  I  have  not  forgotten  of  late  to  point  out  the  nc- 
oenty  of  guarding  a^aiust  fiucb  a  contingency^  especially  as  I 
have  heard  that  watch  ia  not  kept  with  such  care  aa  in  our 
fiontker  fortwaaea-  They  may  probably,  when  the  Protector 
has  despatched  hia  more  pressing  businessi  think  of  appointing 
•oeme  ocmunandta^t  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Lockhart,  if  he  should 
prefer  the  embassy  to  that  post^ — ^were  it  only  to  put  a  stop  to 
the  jealousy  felt  1^  some  Englishmen  at  seeing  tliroe  such  im- 
portant appointments  in  the  hands  of  a  Scot.     It  is  not  yet 
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time  to  think  of  these  changes,  aud  Mr.  Lockhart,  being  no 
nearly  related  to  the  late  Protector,  may  retain  what  the  Pro- 
tector had  left  him.  I  can  say  nothuig  certain  with  regard  t« 
the  property  which  he  has  left  j  public  rumour  affirms  that  his 
family  is  very  rich ;  althoxigh  it  appears  he  left  many  debts, 
and  hia  creditors  are  consequently  all  attached  to  the  pre- 
sent Government.  I  should  not,  my  Lord,  have  written  at 
such  length  of  the  talk  of  the  town  nowadays^  but  for  your 
Eminence'a  order  that  I  should  give  you  exact  inforraation  of 
all  news,  which  1  will  not  fail  to  do  by  every  post,  if  I  have  any 
subject  to  write  about,  and  my  silence  will  only  be  a  proof 
that  nothing  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  I  do  not  leam  tbatj 
since  my  last  letter,  either  the  Protector  or  the  Council  (which 
still  continiics  to  act)  has  done  anything  of  importance  j  his 
Highness  has  been  receiving  for  the  last  few  days  the  ci\Tlitie» 
of  private  peraonsj  and  the  compliments  of  the  mayor  of  Lou- 
don, He  has  also,  in  imitation  of  the  example  of  the  deceased 
protector,  spent  some  days  in  prayer,  aud  tomorrow  the  town 
is  to  celebrate  a  fast  cu  the  same  grounds ;  all  the  accounts 
Tphich  are  written  from  the  conntry  assure  us  that  the  procla- 
mation was  made  there  with  even  greater  demonstrations  of 
joy  than  in  London ;  and  the  esteem  in  which  the  Protector 
is  held  increases  daily,  for  it  is  true  that  all  who  i-Tsit  him 
come  out  from  their  audience  in  high  satisfaction.  He  pro- 
fesses to  desire  nothing  but  the  happiness  of  the  nation  and 
the  firiendsliip  of  the  nobility.  After  I  have  had  some  con- 
vcrsatiou  with  the  Secretary  of  State^  I  shall  be  able  to  speak 
more  definitely  of  his  views  in  regard  to  foreign  affairs.  More 
than  one  courier  has  arrived  of  late  for  the  Dutch  ambassador, 
who  states  positively  that  Copenhagen  and  Cronenbuiig  cau 
hold  out  until  the  arrival  of  succour  fipom  the  States- General ; 
an  envoy  from  the  King  of  Sweden,  who  also  arrived  this 
weckj  asserts  that  the  latter  of  these  two  places  was  reduced 
to  extremities  at  the  time  of  hli  departure. 
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SepUvtbrr  ^,  I6G8. 
MjLord, 

Hie  tranquillity  which  prerailed  daring  the  ^rtst  few  flays 

after  the  procLaroation  of  the  Protector  in  London  and  the 

odfeer  towns  of  England,  still  continues  j  and  there  cren  seems 

to  be  general  satisfartion  with  hia  government ;  the  officers 

of  the  vmy  alao  profess  to  be  Jirroly  resolved  to  maintain  him  ; 

and  although  news  has  not  yet  been  received  ^m  the  army 

ill  Ireland,  there  is  no  doubt  hnt  it  will  be  of  the  same  opi- 

nioa.     Ab  to  the  Scottish  army,  a&  General  Monk  has  always 

been  well-intentioned,  and  has  rei^ntly  given  fresh  asfiurances 

of  fidelity,  no  doubt  is  entertained  as  to  its  behavioor ;  and 

thus  aD  things  wiU  remain  a&  they  were.     The  Council  meets 

daily  for  the  transaction  of  business ;  and  the  first  act  which 

appeared  at  the  commencement  of  this  week,  wa&  a  declaration 

confirniing  all  the  officers  in  their  posts ;  they  are  not  how- 

erer  dispensed  from  obtaining  new  commissions.     On  the  day 

before  yesterday  the  Master  of  the  Ceremonies  came,  on  the 

part  of  the  Council,  to  give  me  information  of  the  death  of  the 

late  Protector,  and  of  the  accession  of  the  present  one,  in  oon- 

seqoexice  of  the  legitimate  nomination  of  him  by  his  father ; 

he  then  gave  me  to  understand  that  it  was  hoped  that  letters 

of  ooDgratnlation  and  condolence  wmdd  be  sent  by  his  Majesty, 

and  also  that  it  was  nsual  for  foreign  ministers  to  obtain  new 

credenUals ;  I  assured  him  that  all  things  should  be  doue  as 

ariQy  as  his  Highness  (»uld  wish.     1  think,  nevertheless^  tliat 

a  mh^  tetter  will  be  suffident,  and  until  it  arriveSj  I  shall  not 

■ak  fiar  an  audience ;  but  L  have  not  failed  to  express  to  the 

Secretary  of  State  the  feelings  which  would  animate  the  King 

and  your  Eminence  in  regard  to  the  change  which  has  oc- 

corred,  and  to  a&sure  him  that  his  Majesty  woiild  joyfully  and 

warmly  consent   to  anything  that  might  contribute  to  the 

satu&ction  of  his  Highness  and  the  Gorcmment.     The  said 
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Secretary  derlared  that  his  master  would  bear  these  offers  in 
especial  remembrance,  that  he  ivould  be  tio  leas  zc£klou«  for 
the  interests  of  France  than  his  father  had  bceu,  and  that  the 
death  which  had  occurred  would  in  no  respect  alter  the  firiend- 
ahip  and  connection  w^hieh  existed  between  the  two  State*; 
indeed,  by  offering  to  call  on  me  with  these  assurances,  be  even 
induced  nie  to  anticipate  his  visit  by  giving  hira  stJlJ  more 
particular  confirmation  of  his  Majesty's  friendly  disposition 
towards  the  present  Government.  Mr.  Lockhart  has  receirod 
orders  to  proceed  iu  all  haste  to  Court  to  make  known  what 
has  oecurred  here,  but  the  principal  object  of  his  mission  will 
be  to  support  the  proposition  which  I  had  the  honour  to  com- 
municate to  your  Eminence  in  my  last ;  nothing  further  has 
been  said  to  me  about  it^  but  as  the  aforesdd  ambassador  has 
instructions  to  prosecute  the  demand,  it  is  very  plain  that  the 
matter  is  taken  to  heart,  and  that  with  great  reason.  It  is  a 
very  general  opinion  that  the  Parliament  vtiW  not  be  assembled 
just  yet,  for  fear  lest,  under  the  shadow  of  that  Ijody,  factions 
might  be  formed  which  would  not  venture  to  show  themselves 
at  any  other  time ;  when  the  Government  is  completely  esta- 
blished, and  has  taken  measures  for  the  election  of  the  mem- 
bers, the  deliberations  of  a  Parliament  will  no  longer  be  opeij 
to  suspicion,  and  in  ci»e  of  extremity,  the  late  Protector's 
example  may  be  followed  without  danger;  many  think  that 
want  of  money  may  force  liis  present  Highness  to  adopt  some 
other  resolution ;  nevertheless,  this  want  does  not  appear  so 
very  great,  as  within  the  last  few  days  the  pay  of  the  soldiers 
has  been  iucrcascd,  that  of  the  cavalrj'  by  fourpencc  a  day,  and 
that  of  the  infantry  by  twopence,  by  which  sums  their  pay  had 
been  retrenched  for  some  years;  thia  liberality  has  greatly 
incrcaacd  their  previous  friendly  Feeling.  It  is  also  sMd  that 
Major-Gcncral  Ijambert,  whcrae  tendeueics  were  open  to  sus- 
picion, has  given  the  strongest  assurances  of  hie  fidelity  ;  and 
it  ia  impossible  to  behold  without  some  aatomshmcnt  such 
ivniversal  submission,  after  all  that  has  appeared  during  the 
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the  laet  few  jettx^,  especially  wiien  the  last  Parliament  iri&ticd 
to  place  the  ctoitd  od  the  bead  of  the  de<^eaaed  Protector. 
Notliin^  baa  been  said  as  ^ct  us  to  forei^  afiair^;  and  the 
Dutch  «njba«»odorj  who  applied  for  an  interview  with  the 
Secretarf  of  StAte  todav^  has  been  put  off  to  another  time. 
We  bare  no  nrws  from  Denmark^  but  many  unreliable  ru- 
moun  tbat  the  King  of  Sweden  baa  been  very  badly  treated  in 
Twou  attacka;  others  assert  that  Copenbagen  ia  taken.  The 
minitfteni  of  that  prince  haTe  engaged  several  naval  oflficere, 
and  among  others^  one  of  great  reputation^  who  bar]  sen'ed 
under  the  Parliament,  to  command  the  fleet  in  the  Baltic  Sea* 


*•] 


M.   DE    BORDEAITX    TO    CAaDINAL    MaZABIX. 


Scpt^ber  20,  1858. 
My  Lord, 

Tile  ocmtiuued  illness  of  tbc  Secretary  of  State^  and  the  oe- 
cnpatioiis  of  the  other  persons  whom  your  Eminence^  in  your 
laat  letter,  ordered  me  to  call  upon  on  your  partj  have  bitherto 
prercntod  me  Irom  com plyino;  with  that  order ;  hut  I  hope  that 
bf  tbe  ne^t  post  I  shall  announce  its  fulfilment  Meanwhile 
X  hare  nothing  to  add  to  my  previous  lettera  in  regard  to  the 
«tate  of  affair*  here,  except  that  a  day  or  two  ago,  the  officers 
of  the  army  w^tcd  on  the  Protector  with  fi-csb  assurances  of 
their  obedience  \  they  also  begged  him  to  follow  his  father's 
example,  and  to  611  up  the  vacant  places  in  the  council  and 
thfi  azmy  with  devoted  persona.  Lieutenant-Gcucral  Fleet- 
wood was  their  spokesman ;  they  received  an  answer  In  gc- 
nenl  tenn»  which  satisfied  them.  There  arrived  at  the  same 
time  newa  that  tlic  proclamation  [of  the  new  Protector]  bad 
becu  made  in  Scotland  amid  the  applause  of  tbc  army ;  the 
army  of  Ireland  received  it  with  no  Jess  joy ;  so  hia  IlighnesH 
and  hifl  Council  hare  now  no  urgent  business  except  to  find 
the  means  of  bcimdating  the  arrears  doc  to  the  troops,     I  have 
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recdved  confirmation  of  the  news  that  Mr.  Lockhart  was  to 
proceed  to  Court  to  make  the  sarac  proposition  tliat  1  have  al- 
ready conveyed  in  writing ;  but  before  his  arrival^  I  shall  have 
learned  his  Majesty*s  intention,  and  if  it  be  such  as  I  wish  it 
may  be,  your  Eminence  will  no  doubt  hai'e  deemed  it  con- 
venient to  entrust  me  with  the  answer,  which  is  expected  with 
considerable  impatience;  the  delay  which  has  already  occurred 
has  lately  caused  them  to  send  fresh  orders  to  the  said  ambas- 
sador to  proceed  on  his  mission.  There  is  much  public  talk 
among  the  mcrcliants  of  a  jieacc  with  Simin,  and  some  assert 
that  overtures  have  already  been  made  in  the  name  of  hia 
Excellency  Don  Alonzo  de  Cardenas;  but  the  time  ia  not  yet 
npe  for  treating  of  this  matter. 

I  have  just  heard  that  a  courier  has  arrived  from  the  King 
of  Sweden,  who  writes  news  to  the  Protector  of  the  taking  of 
Cronenburg  by  capitulation.  The  same  letter  gives  reason  to 
expect  tlie  capture  of  Copenhagen  in  a  short  time.  Tliis  is  the 
only  news  cither  from  within  or  without  England. 


5.]  M.  DE    BOROEAUX    TO    CARDINAL   MaEARIN. 

Oaiobera,  15dS. 

My  Lord, 

The  letter  which  your  Eminence  was  pleased  to  write  to  me 
on  the  33rd  ultimo,  was  delivered  to  me  yesterday.     1  bad^  on 
the  day  before,  assured  my  Lord  Paulconbridge  of  the  good- 
feeling  of  the  King  towards  the  Protector,  and  of  the  honour : 
which  bis  Majesty  had  paid  to  the  memory  of  liis  deceased ' 
Highness  by  going  into  mourning  for  him,  and  profeasmg  very 
particular  regret  at  his  death.     I  also  expressed  to  the  said  4 
Lord  Paulconbridge  tlie  esteem  in  which  your  Eminence  holds 
him,  and  the  frieudshlp  with  which  you  honour  him.     He  re- 
ceived these  civilities  with  all  the   marks   of  gratitude  that 
could  be  expected  from  him^  and  professed  to  feel  real  zeal  for 
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joar  service  aod  attadimeat  to  the  iutarests  of  France.  I  ex- 
borted  him  to  persereTe  m  this  good  fnme  of  miod,  aad  g&ve 
lua  to  imdentaad  that  hU  services  would  not  be  rendered  to 
•■  iD^iBtefiEd  Court;  if  you  desire  to  make  use  of  him^  tuu 
mmak  employ  presentB,  aa  tbe  Engti&b  are  not  easy  to  be  cauglit 
br  mere  proauaea,  and  tbe  said  Lord  U  iocliucd  to  torn  tlte 
pnaeiit  conjuiicture  to  account,  for  fear  tbat  times  mar  cbangc. 
If  youe  Endxienoe  thinks  fit  to  attach  him  to  tbe  Eiu^s  ser- 
vice, aad  to  p«T  the  e^pease  thereofj  I  ooold  m&ke  bim  a  more 
defimte  proposal,  and,  to  all  appearance^  it  iroold  not  be  re- 
jected, nor  would  the  money  be  ill  spent.  The  exccllcut  dis- 
poaitioa  wbidi  tine  gaid  Lord  roanifested,  induced  me  to  aak 
bim  if  any  overtures  of  peace  with  Spain  bad  been  made,  as  J 
bad  been  told^  and  whether  any  citizens  of  London  had  been 
aothorixcd  to  suggest  hopes  of  an  accommodation ;  he  denied 
tbe  latter  paiticalar^  bat  admitted  that  Don  Alonzo  de  Canlcnas 
htd  aeut  word  that  if  tbe  GoYemmeut  were  disposed  to  an  ac- 
O0BUDodatk»i,  it  shouM  receirc  from  the  King  of  Spain  greater 
adfantagcs  than  it  can  posflibly  obtain  &Dm  the  war ;  and  tbis 
aStr  waa  teported  to  the  Council  but  not  dUcuaaed,  as  dom^ 
tic  a0airs  do  not  yet  allow  any  other  business  to  be  treated^ 
He  alao  assctrcd  me  that  they  were  in  gjcat  want  of  money, 
and  thai  all  other  means  of  obtaining  it  would  be  tried  before 
a  Parfiameut  was  called ;  and  he  aaked  me  if  I  had  no  news 
a»  to  tbe  request  made  through  me.  1  replied  that  all  pro- 
prrraW  of  that  nature  were  usually  accompanied  by  so  many 
difficoltiea  that  it  took  time  to  decide  on  them,  aud  that  even 
if  tbe  will  were  good,  for  want  of  ability,  the  result  was  not 
ahrajs  satififactoTyv  Mr.  Lockhart^  who  must  by  this  time 
have  reached  the  Court,  will  treat  of  this  matter.  Tbe  Secre- 
tary of  State  sent  roe  word  yesterday  that  he  bad  received 
ocden  to  repair  thither^  and  that  he  was  the  bearer  to  the 
King  of  credentials  in  tbe  form  OBually  adopted  under  such 
etrcuuMtance^  i  he  alleged  bin  illBew  as  his  excuse  for  not 
having  come  to  see  me,  and  gave  me  reason  to  hope  that,  in  a 
VOL-  I.  E 
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few  dftysj  he  would  be  strong  enough  to  converse  with  me  about 
the  state  of  affairs  here  :  I  expressed  to  liis  clerk  my  great 
iBapaticDCC  to  connmunicotc  to  him  what  had  been  written  to 
me  from  my  Court  oa  the  game  topic,  and  made  him  promise 
to  let  me  know  when  hia  health  would  permit  him  to  grant  me 
an  interview.  Until  then,  I  cannot  execute  your  Eminciice^s 
orders,  or  do  anything  more  to  persuade  the  Govemmeiit  of 
the  King's  neccesitieSj  after  what  I  have  said  on  the  subject  to 
Lord  Faidconbridgc :  and  on  the  first  occasion  on  which  the 
loan  was  mentioned  to  me,  I  replied  with  all  nccdfol  rescrre, 
so  as  not  to  pledge  his  MajcBty  to  fumiah  irapossilde  supplies. 
I  had  no  need  to  consult  my  father  to  ascertain  the  ditficulty 
there  is  in  getting  money  from  the  King ;  I  experience  it  only 
too  fidly  myself;  and  this  forces  me  again  to  entreat  yoiur 
Emiucuce  for  the  payment  which  you  have  led  me  to  expect 
for  the  last  sit  months,  and  for  want  of  winch  my  bills  of  ex- 
change wilt  be  protested,  as  I  liave  no  other  funds  whercwitki 
to  meet  them.  If  it  be  your  intention  that  I  should  be  paid,J 
a»  I  haTc  reason  to  expect  from  your  justice  and  goodness,  l' 
beg  that  I  may  be  paid  without  delay^  and  also  that  I  may  be 
placed  in  euch  a  position  that  I  shall  not  need  to  imjwrtimo^ 
you  in  future,  which  I  do  with  as  much  regret  a&  your  Emi- 
nence can  possibly  feel  in  ginug  the  order  which  is  so  neces- 
sary to  me,  .  .  , 


6,]  M,  BE  Bordeaux  to  Cardinai-  Mazarin. 

Sejitemher  10.  1658. 
My  Lord, 

I  cannot  yet  inform  yonr  Eminence  of  the  execution  of  the 

orders  sent  to  mc^  as  the  want  of  credentials  has  prevented  roe 
from  waiting  on  the  Protector,  and  the  illness  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  has  rendered  him  inaccessible.  I  should  not  have 
failed  to  propose,  by  means  of  the  person  who  iuformed  me  of 
the  want  of  money  here,  the  method  of  obtaining  it  in  France 
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vkkik  my  &jther  commnaicated  to  me  by  your  Emine&ce's 
onifiuinfl,  had  I  not  been  assured  that  tbcy  are  not  is  a  posi- 
tion to  ftrail  themselves  of  the  suggc^oD,  as  any  one  who  had 
good  fiecority  in  Xjcmdon  would  not  want  fur  motkey^  and  would 
DoC  Deed  to  go  dsewherc  in  search  of  it.  .  .  . 

There  are  dow  more  poeitire  statementa  afloat  than  when  I 
lart  wrote,  in  reference  to  the  asGembling  of  a  Parliament,  either 
becftufic  the  Protector  really  feeb  the  nece^ty  of  convoking 
oat,  and  intends  to  do  ao^  or  because  he  thinkjs  it  advisable  to 
sv«ken  hopes  that  one  may  be  summoned.  All  however  ag^ree  in 
thinking  that  it  is  not  yet  his  interest  to  do  ao,  although  all  the 
anoics  and  principal  towns^  in  declarationa  which  reach  him 
dnty,  prokm  their  readiness  to  give  their  Uvea  and  property  in 
eader  to  maiutaiu  the  Government  as  at  present  cs.tablisbed ; 
the  London  militia,  within  the  last  few  days,  have  made  great 
proCestadous  of  fidelity  to  him,  in  the  same  terms  as  the  de- 
claration of  the  army  ;  and  hitherto,  nothing  has  appeared  to 
destroy  the  existing  union,  but  a  feiv  preachers^  who  have  dc- 
Haimed  ^paingt  the  Protector  with  considerable  freedom  ;  he 
affmn  to  take  no  heed  of  their  harangneSj  and  in  opposi- 
tioD  to  the  conduct  of  his  late  Uighnessj  he  han  even  begun  to 
grmnt  liberty  to  a  great  many  prisoners ;  among  otbcrs^  the 
Doke  of  Buckingham  has  been  liberated  for  some  days^  and 
bis  freedom  may  be  prolonged. 

No  news  haa  arrived  6*oni  the  North  since  that  scut  by  the 
King  of  Sweden  after  the  taking  of  Croucuburg ;  his  mi- 
nisters have  bad  some  conferences  with  the  commisaioners  of 
the  Councilj  and  it  12  reported  today  that  four  &bip«  of  war 
are  to  leave  the  Downs  on  their  way  to  the  Sound ;  the  Dutch 
ambusadar  abo  requested^  after  having  paid  his  compliments, 
that  oommissioDcrs  might  be  appointed  to  confer  with  him  on 
Tcry  pressing  bnsiDen  i  they  have  not  yet  been  sent  to  him, 

■  and  their  appointment  will  probably  be  deferretl  until  ncwa 
B        arrives  of  the  siege  of  Copenhagen.     A  report  waa  current  here 

■  that  the  King  of  Denmark  bad  made  a  aortie,  and  beaten  the 
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Swedish  fleet;  Init  tlip  rumour  cannot  be  traced  to  any  au- 
tliciitic  source. 


7J  M.  DE  BoRDExrx  TO  Caroinai.  Mazarik. 

October  17,  1658- 
My  Lord^ 

I  have  now  all  I  require  in  order  to  see  the  Protector,  se  I 
hare  received  the  letters  from  the  King  and  yotir  Eminence, 
and  hope  to  present  them  to  him  in  a  few  days.  The  Secre- 
tary of  State  is  also  visible,  and  I  shall  be  ahle  to  converse 
with  hira  tomorrow  on  all  the  points  which  your  Eminence  has 
ordered  me  to  mention  to  him.  It  will  apparently  not  be  dif- 
ficult to  prevent  the  sending  of  an  ambassador  extrnordinary» 
as  his  Majesty  is  satisfied  with  the  compliments  which  Mr. 
Lockhart  has  paid  him  by  letter ;  and  superfluous  expenditure 
is  no  \em  likely  to  be  avoided  here  than  in  France.  I  should 
have  considerable  trouble  in  satisfying  your  Eminence's  curi- 
osity as  to  how  tlie  Protector  can  sustain  all  other  esi)enscs 
without  summoning  a  Parliament ;  but  the  Council  must  hare 
failed  to  find  any  other  method,  as  it  has  resolved  that  a  Par- 
liamcTit  sliall  be  summoned^  notwithstanding  the  ineonvr- 
nienccs  which  it  will  entail,  and  the  slight  certainty  there  is 
that  it  will  furnish  the  desired  supplies,  unless  it  be  mainly 
composed  of  persons  well-afiected  to  the  Government.  I  am 
assured  that  the  principal  matter  in  debate  at  pi-eaciit  iSj  how 
to  regulate  the  form  of  the  electionsj  and  that  if  the  precau- 
tions taken  do  not  produce  corresponding  success,  as  the  army 
is  interested  in  the  application  for  money,  if  the  Parliament 
refuses  to  grant  it,  the  army  will  lie  wanting  neither  in  ability 
nor  inclination  to  obtain  it  from  the  people,  and  will,  in  conse- 
quence, he  more  obliged  to  support  the  Protector's  authority,^ — 
which  appears  to  grow  stroTigcr  every  day^  as  the  counties, 
chief  towns,  and  clergy  are  making  him  continual  protrsla- 
tions  of  their  obedience.     The  fleet,  in  its  declaratioiij  has  pro- 
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its  strenuous  opposition  to  all  the  designs  of  the  royal 
&mDy»  and  of  those  who  aim  at  establisliing  a  republic  ;  Mr. 
Monlaj^ne  a  eonadoed  to  be  the  author  of  this  special  tlecla- 
ntkm  agnosl  a  repmbyc ;  I  have  not  yet  ^ven  him  the  com- 
iJimentary  meaaa^  with  which  jour  Eminence  has  entrusted 
me ;  bis  ahwffnce  from  Jjondon,  whither  be  h  bat  httely  re- 
tsmed,  haa  prercaited  my  doing  so.  It  is  said  that  my  Lord 
H^Bj  Ciomvell  will  ^ao  come  hither  ere  long,  to  streti^then 
Ihe  oomnioD  cause  by  hia  ^eaence  and  friends ;  he  has  been 
made  laentenant  of  Ireland,  an  office  equivalent  to  that  of 
Viceroy,  and  which  gires  him  power  to  subdelegate  his  au- 
tbority.  .  .  . 

TIk  last  advices  which  the  Protector  ha»  received  &om  Ham- 
fan^  ipeak  of  the  continuance  of  the  giege  of  Copenha^enj 
md  not  of  its  capture.  The  miuitsters  of  Sweden  are  in  daily 
cayeelatkm  of  an  answer  to  the  letters  which  their  master  has 
lately  written  to  the  English  Govcmmcut;  and  the  Dutch 
■mhamTidnr  does  his  be«t  to  proclaim  the  justice  of  the  succour 
whaA  his  sopenors  bsve  aflbrded  to  the  Ring  of  Denmark,  and 
also  to  expUiu  that  it  is  not  to  the  advantage  of  Eugland  tliat 
llie  Baltic  Sea  aliould  be  under  the  control  of  one  sole  master. 


M,  nE  BoRDEAirx  to  Cakoi^al  Ma^akiv. 

My  Lord  J 

I  «ha3I  not  deliver  the  lettcra  from  the  King  and  your  Eroi- 
omce  to  the  Protector  until  the  day  after  tomorrow  ;  but  last 
week  I  deatrayed  the  unfavourable  imprt-ssioiis  which  this  de- 
Ifey  might  otherwise  have  produced,  by  the  visit  which  I  paid 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  by  the  assurances  which  he  le- 
eeived  of  the  ^iend^hip  of  his  Majesty  and  your  Eminence  to- 
tards  the  English  Govemmeut.  1  did  not  fail  also  to  offer 
htm  the  friendship  of  your  Eminence,  and  to  acquaint  him 
with  the  particular  esteem  in  which  you  hold  him ;  he  pro- 
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fefssed  to  be,  in  common  mtli  his  Highneasj  firmly  persuaded 
that  it  wa&  tlscir  interest  to  maintain  the  alliance  which  the 
deceased  Protector  had  made  with  France  j  mid  also  to  feel 
hiroaelf  higldy  honoured  hy  the  esteem  of  your  Eminence, — 
Avithout  however  departing  from  general  espreasions  in  regard 
to  my  request  for  his  friendship ;  hut,  at  the  same  time,  he  for- 
got uotliiiig  lliat  was  calculated  to  convince  me  of  his  zeal  iu 
all  matters  that  concerned  the  public  interest  and  your  Emi- 
nence'e  advantage.  ,  .  »  As  to  my  Lord  Paulconbridge,  T  do 
not  doubt  that  the  expense  ft-ill  be  well  employed,  and  after  I 
liave  ascertained  his  Bentimeiits,  I  will  write  more  particularly 
regarding  hiro.  ...  I  have  nothing  to  communicate  at  pre^ 
sent,  beyond  the  meetings  of  certain  officers  of  the  army,  in 
which  they  had  resolved  to  demand  of  the  Protector  to  appoint 
a  General  to  command  theraj  and  tliat  in  futv^c  no  officer 
shoidd  bo  cashiered  except  by  a  council  of  war ;  the  vigorous 
speech  with  wLich  his  liigbncss  answered  thera  has  some- 
what dispelled  this  storm,  and  the  principal  men  among  thera 
have  disavowed  all  share  in  their  proccediuga  ;  it  is  neverthe- 
less the  general  opinion  that  Lieutenant- General  Fleetwood 
and  Major-Gcueral  Beaborough — the  first  of  whom  is  the 
Protcctor'a  brother-in-law,  aud  the  other  hia  uncle — excited 
the  others  to  take  this  step;  and  although  men  now  pretend 
to  despise  the  Anabaptist  faction^  and  they  have  been  forbidden 
to  assemble  again,  some  satisfaction  will  nevertheless  be  given 
them,  and  it  is  said  that^  in  conformity  with  tlieir  wishes, 
Plectwoodj  whom  they  wish  to  have  as  General,  will  be  made 
commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  in  England  and  Scotland, 
with  greater  power  than  he  baa  at  present.  This  affair  seems 
to  have  somewhat  retarded  the  convocation  of  Parliaoient, 
as  there  would  be  danger  in  assembling  it  before  the  army  is 
tranquillized  and  united;  it  is  however  admitted  that  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  State  can  be  met  in  no  other  wav-  Your 
Eminence  will  doubtless  have  hatl  more  particular  iulurm&lioa 
on  this  point  from  Mr.  Lockhart,  ,  ,  . 
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9LJ  M.   D£    BuROEAirX    TO    C^RDIN'AL    MaZ.VR]K. 

Octoher  U,  loss. 

My  Lord, 
BiAwe  I  Uad  roceived  the  letter  which  ^otir  Exumeocc  was 
to  write  to  me  ou  tlie  26th  iiifitaut,  I  had,  in  coiise- 
o£  a  request  made  to  me  jestcrdsj  by  one  of  the 
Sve<lieh  minifitcrB,  offered  to  uae  laj  utmost  endeavoura  to 
^iBdi»ce  the  Protector  to  succour  the  King  of  Sweden  with  a 
of  ahipa ;  bat,  hanag  perceived,  at  the  last  viait  which 
I  paid  to  the  SccretRiy  of  State,  that  little  incUiiation  is  fett 
I  to  oonthbitte  to  the  destructtoti  of  the  King  of  Dcntnark, 
.  aboaJd  not  hare  heeu  in  such  a  hurrj  to  press  on  them  the 
lity  of  fbmighiiig  aach  aaebtance,  but  for  your  Eminenee's 
[ocdetv.  Tomorrow  I  shall  request  a  eoafercoce  with  the  Se- 
ovtaiy  of  Stale,  and  shall  represent  to  him  that^  as  the  King 
of  Sweden  is  on  the  ere  of  being  overwhelmed  by  the  great 
number  of  his  enemies,  England  woold  incur  greater  prejudice 
by  his  niin  than  by  that  of  his  enemy,  and  I  sliall  not  forget 
aaj  reman  likdj  to  persuade  him  that  they  must  ^nd  off  with 
■n  speed  a  Bqaadron  of  ressels,  which  have  bcco  kept  fur  some 
days  in  readinc^  in  the  Downs,  apparently  for  the  purpose  of 
awakening  the  jealousy  of  the  Dutch.  But  their  am1>a&sadur 
ily  perceived  that  neither  the  state  of  affairs  in  England 
'  tiie  iiicliiiatioii  of  the  ministers  would  allow  of  this  succour 
bcix^  aost ;  and  the  Swoiish  minister,  who  paid  me  a  visit 
ytstcnhiT,  confessed  to  me  that,  as  an  Englislimau,  he  did  not 
ihink  that  the  Protector  had  any  cause  to  interfere  iu  this  quar- 
rd-  My  letter  to  the  Count  de  Bricnne  contains  an  account  of 
my  andiencc  on  Monday  last,  at  which  nothing  extraordinary 
oocuired;  after  having  given  the  iung^s  letter^  I  presented 
that  (roni  yoor  Eniinencc,  and  made  all  the  oQers  which  you 
had  instructed  me  to  make*  The  Protector  spoke  at  some 
Ungth  on  the  particular  esteem  in  which  his  deceased  father 
had  held  your  Eminence,  and  the  confidence  which  he  ielt  in 
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yoiiT  fricudship;  lie  protested  liis  great  t)b!igatioQ*  to  yott 
for  coiitiuuLng  to  regard  him  with  similar  feelings,  and  begged 
me  to  entreat  you  most  particularly  to  remain  hia  fneud,  and 
to  assure  you  of  his  service,  until  he  should  do  so  himself,  iu 
the  answer  which  he  intends  to  write  to  your  Eminence's  let- 
ter. The  officers  of  the  army  do  not  recede  from  their  de- 
mands, and  it  is  also  considered  ecrtain  that  the  Protector  hu 
granted  thera  nothing  as  yet ;  he  is  to  declare  to  them  that,  as 
the  Parharacnt  established  the  government,  the  sarne  body 
must  consent  to  tije  changes  which  they  arc  desirous  of  intro- 
ducing into  it;  this  decision  awakens  great  hopes  among  the 
Republicans,  and  some  of  their  leaders  have  come  to  London  of 
late  ;  but  all  depends  npon  the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  Scot- 
laiul,  and  if  they  arc  well-in  ten  tioncdj  as  it  is  prK^upjroscd  they 
are,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  put  a  stop  to  the  intrigues  of 
these  officers.  At  the  present  moment^  Lieulenaut-Genenil 
Fleetwood  and  Major-General  Desborough  appear  to  coincide 
with  the  \iews  of  the  malecontents ;  but  this  is  a  consequence 
of  their  jealousy,  because  the  Protector  places  greater  confi- 
dence in  othei*^  than  in  them.  My  Lord  Faulconbridge  is  the 
man  who  has  given  them  moat  offi'nce.  Ere  long  however 
the  matter  must  be  settled,  and  tomorrows  meeting  will  dis- 
cover the  extent  of  the  designs  of  ttie  factious ;  neither  reason 
nor  appe<ir*iiice9  warrant  the  belief  that  they  will  proceed  to 
extremities.  I  sounded  ray  Lord  Faulconbridge  with  regard 
to  the  pre&ent  which  your  Eminence  had  some  idea  of  making 
to  him ;  he  will  receive  it,  and  will  engage  to  sen'e  you, 
Some  jewels  for  hia  wife  would  be  more  suitable  tlian  money. 
He  had  expected  a  pair  of  Barbary  horses,  as  a  mortality  has 
broken  out  in  the  Protector's  stables  ;  such  a  present  would  be 
very  welcome  to  him.  .  .  . 
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lOt]         M.  DE  BoKUEAtrx  TO  Cabdixal  ^Luariv. 

November  11.  165S. 
My  Lofd, 

the  last  tetter  wlik^i  I  had  the  hoDOor  to  write  to 
Eminmre,  1  hare  been  unable  to  liave  any  comerftatiqn 
witfa  the  Secretary  of  State  in  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Sweden ; 
bat  haTing  a  pretext  for  nntin^  the  prmcipai  mintsten  of  tfae 
Conocil,  at  which  alt  resolatioiis  are  now  adopted,  I  availed 
■^aetf  of  the  opportmuty  to  iaform  them  that,  although  Eng- 
laad  wems  to  have  no  mtercst  i»  favouring  the  oatioeDtr&tion 
of  an  power  in  the  North  in  the  bauds  of  a  single  Prince,  the 
protector  oi^ht  to  emplOT  hb  naral  foroes  in  the  preaenration 
of  tbe  King  of  Sweden,  who  is  engaged  in  an  enterprise^  the 
ftfiore  of  whid  most  be  folloired  by  his  utter  rain ;  and  his 
cwmiiit^  would  then  be  at  liberty  to  awrt  oar  enemies  and 
act  S9  well  against  England  a^  a^nst  France,     This  con- 
and  the  other  reasons  which  I  alleged,  seemed  to 
won  over  the  Keeper  of  tlic  Seals  (who  ia  President  of 
tke  Conxua])  and  General  Montague  to  the  opinions  which  we 
I  with  them  to  entertain ;  and  a  few  days  after,  when  the 
r-pihject  wa>  brought  onder  discos^ion,  the  other  ministers  were 
■o  dispoied  to  follow  thdr  adrice,  that  orders  were  sent  to  the 
I  ieet  in  the  Downa  to  hold  itself  in  readiness  to  sail  for  the 
Sound.    Netetfthdeas,  eince  the  la&t  three  da^-a,  all  these  ar- 
taugeteuta  have  htee.  altered  ;  and  1  was  informed  ycsterdayj 
on  Tcty  good  authofity^  that  his  Higlmeaa  would  not  interfere 
in  this  quarrel,  which  he  attributes  in  part  to  the  aversiou 
vitb  which  tome  members  of  the  Council  re^rd  cveiything 
^"ttnt  is  desired  by  Lieu  tenant-General  Fleetwood,  whose  bro- 
ther is  agent  here  for  the  King  of  Sweden.     There  are  also,  in 
the  Council,  some  ministers  wbo  are  rery  scalotis  for  the  in- 
tcteeta  of  Holland  ;  and  both  these  parties  fiud,  in  the  prcaent 
■Ule  of  the  affiurs  of  Euglaud,  a  sufficiently  valid  pretext  for 
prcTcuting  the  Protector  from  engaging  ia  a  new  war.     Al- 
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though  this  repugnance  may  not  be  easy  to  overcome,  I  shall 
not  fail  to  Pontiuue  my  sobcitations  that  an  auxiliary  force  of 
sliips  may  be  sent  out ;  and  if  the  Secretary  of  State  proves 
inaccessible,  I  shall  demand  an  audience,  in  order  to  satisfy 
the  Swedes,  who  do  not  forget  just  now  to  implore  my  gooil 
offices;  nor  do  I  neglect  to  assure  thcni  of  my  friendship, 
aiid  to  inform  them  of  the  last  orders  which  I  received  from 
your  Eminence. 

I  was  at  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  cause  from  which  the 
Secretary  of  State's  coldueas  towards  me  proceeded,  but  yes- 
terday, my  Lord  Faidconbridge  no  doubt  discovered  to  me  its 
motive,  when  he  informed  me  that  of  late  Mr.  Lockhart  has 
written  that  your  Eminence  appeared  to  him  very  diflerent 
from  what  you  were  during  the  lifetime  of  the  late  Protector, 
and  that  the  Government  here  are  greatly  offended  by  the  re- 
fusal of  the  £50,000^  as  that  sum  was  not  so  large  but  tbat  it 
could  have  becii  easily  raised,  if  your  past  views  in  relation  to 
this  country  were  not  changed  ;  that  furthermore  the  Protector 
would  have  felt  grcutly  obliged  for  that  loan,  not  so  much  on 
accoim^t  of  the  advantages  it  would  have  produced  to  his  ser- 
vice, as  because  it  would  have  been  a  certain  mark  of  the  King's 
friendship ;  and  that  even  if  his  affairs  had  not  permitted  him 
to  repay  it  so  soou  as  he  promised,  he  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  in  a  position  to  render  services  to  France  of  a  sufficiently 
important  character  to  compensate  his  Majesty  for  the  delay. 
I  assured  the  Lord  Paulconbridge  that  yotu-  Eminence*s  senti- 
ments had  been  wrongly  interpreted,  and  that  any  one  who 
should  judge  of  them,  by  reference  to  your  own  interest  or  to 
those  of  France,  could  not  doubt  that  yon  set  an  equal  value 
on  the  friendship  of  the  present  Protector;    that^  as  to  the 
loan^   the  difficulties  which  Mr.  Lockhart   had  encountered 
must  be  attributed  to  sheer  inability  to  raise  the  money,  and 
not  to  any  want  of  willinguess ;  after  having  employed  all  the 
reasons  I  coidd  miiater  in  order  to  persuade  the  Lord  Faulcou- 
bridge  on  both  these  points^  T  begged  him  to  speak  on  the 
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ial^ect  in  the  same  terms,  and  to  edace  the  unfavourable  im- 
pranioiift  vitb  which  the  mitid  of  hi^  H%hnc^  has  been  im- 
bued ;  he  promiaed  to  do  so,  and  to  inform  me  puiietually  of 
tbe  remit.  To  encourage  him  more  strongly,  I  ^ave  him  to 
mdentsnd  that  yotir  Eminence  thought  of  sending  a  pre^ut 
to  his  wife;  this  will  be  a  most  useful  outlay,  but  it  docs  not 
a{>pe«r  to  me  the  leas  necessary  to  make  »ome  effort,  under 
|Voe&t  circumstances^  lo  comply  with  the  Protector's  wishes ; 
nnleM  he  shoold  fall,  nothiug  will  be  lost,  and  hb  rery  gene- 
fOBB  natural  digpoaition  gives  reason  to  believe  that  a  benefit 
ocndd  not  be  more  profitably  conferred.  The  last  news  that  I 
WTOie  from  heoce  will  perhaps  have  led  you  to  apprehend  some 
DOtaMe  alteration  in  the  state  of  Eo^laud^  and  it  is  true  that 
the  heat  with  which  some  officers  of  the  army  urged  their  de- 
manda,  and  the  6rm  resolatiou  of  the  Protector  to  make  no 
ooDoeaeum^  led  every  one  to  indulge  in  siniater  [vognostics ; 
bat  in  the  last  few  days,  the  officers  have  greatly  altered  their 
eondDct^  andj  either  because  the  leaders  amon^  them  have 
beea  giined  over,  or  because  they  think  they  will  be  unable  to 
succeed  in  their  desi^  without  carrying  matters  to  extremi- 
ties, they  have  made  no  further  demonstT^tion,  nor  have  they 
even  brought  forward  the  subject  again  at  their  mectiugSj 
which  they  continue  to  hold  eveiy  Friday,  under  the  pretext 
of  dcrvotion.  Last  week,  ray  Lord  Pauleonbridge,  General 
Montague,  and  two  other  Colonels,  with  some  subaltern  officers 
of  their  party,  attended  one  of  their  meeting,  without  exci- 
ting  the  anger  of  the  othcn ;  and  it  seema  they  are  likely  to 
continue  to  attend,  in  order  to  repress,  by  their  presence,  the 
intrigues  of  some  who  are  more  factious  than  the  rest.  Lord 
Fleetwood  has  not  received  any  other  commission  than  that  of 
Lieutenant- General,  with  which  he  ia  not  well  satisfied ;  it  is 
mod  that,  after  he  had  promised,  in  the  name  of  the  Protector, 
entire  satufaction  of  their  demauda  to  all  the  officers,  his 
promise  was  not  ratitied  by  the  Government :  the  character  of 
fan  mind  docs  not  lead  them  to  fear  any  evil  coufioijucnce&  from 


252 


ILLUSTRATIVE    LETTERS. 


thia  insult  j  and  it  is  the  generally  received  opiuioii  that  the 
Protector  ■would  have  no  difficulty  in  removiug  all  discontcut 
if  he  had  money  to  pay  the  arrears  due  to  the  army ;  bat  if  be 
be  necessitated  to  call  a  Parliament,  it  may  with  some  reason  , 
be  apprelieiidcd  that  that  body,  feeling  itself  supported  by  a ' 
part  of  the  army,  will  weaken  hia  authority,  although  the 
Presbyteriana  and  all  the  Jiobility  are  favourable  to  him.  Thin 
is  all  I  have  to  write  at  present  in  regard  to  the  iuteriial  ail'aira 
of  England. 


11.]        M.  DE  Bordeaux  to  CakdinaIt  Masarin, 

NoMitdffir  18, 1658. 
My  Ijord, 

1  had  hoped  to  have  informed  your  EminencCj  by  today's 
poatj  of  the  mood  in  which  the  Secretary  of  State  appeared  to 
me  to  be  in  reference  to  the  affairs  of  Sweden ;  but  for  aeieral 
days  he  has  carefully  avoided  seeing  me,  under  the  pretext  of 
ill-health  and  prc?3  of  busiues»j  the  miniatera  of  Sweden  have 
found  it  equally  diCQcult  to  get  at  him,  and  hia  avoidance  of  as 
seetn^  as  if  it  could  proceed  only  from  a  fixed  determination  to 
grant  no  a^btance ;  a?  news  is  daily  expected  in  regard  to  what 
the  Dutch  fleet  has  done,  and  as  moreover  the  season  for 
sending  ships  to  the  Baltic  is  passing  away,  the  Government 
may  perhaps  wish  to  gain  time,  in  order  to  defend  themselves 
with  greater  show  of  reason  against  our  solicitations.  Finditt^ 
it  thus  impoasible  to  advance  matters  by  my  good  offices,  I  can 
only  make  known  to  the  Swedish  ministers  my  friendly  in* 
tentions  and  diligent  zeal  in  their  behalf;  they  profess  to  be 
persuaded  of  both.  I  have  also  aorac  suspicion  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  avoids  me,  foreseeing  the  embarrassment  in  which 
he  would  he  placed  if  I  were  to  tell  him  of  the  negot^lion  of 
Mr.  Bodkins^  who  reported  to  me  two  days  ago  that  the  said 
Secretary  of  State  seemed  to  hira  disposed  to  an  accommoda- 
tion with  Spain,  and  promised  to  give  him  shortlv  a  precise 
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(anfirer»  with  despatcbes  for  Flaadcrs;  accordiiig  to  his  report, 
Mr.  Dawmng  vill  recciTe  orders  to  enter  into  conference  vrith 
Bod  £0tebi&  de  Gvtxtarmi  and  the  Protector  will  be  content 
to  ftbuidoQ  faia  oonqneste  in  America,  on  oondition  that  Huq- 
■ela  aihall  be  allowed  to  trade  thither.  Public  mmoor 
NOe  amoonC  of  confinuation  to  this  statement ;  and  as 
vj  Lord  Fatdconbridge  represents  to  me  that  most  uf  the 
iDittUtciB  of  the  Council  are  ^rourabl^  iocUned  towarda  sncli 
^■B  aecoDuoodatioD,  there  wotdd  be  reason  to  belierc  that  tl&is 
b  aSSeded  in  cn^er  to  kindle  the  King's  ardour  in  &- 
'  taar  of  tiua  gorenuneDt^  if  it  were  not  certain  that  the  Ana- 
[hiptwt  party  in  the  army  and  the  Republicans  are  deeirooa  of 
^yeace,  and  also  that  the  want  of  money  is  so  great  that  the 
I  of  obtainiz^  a  supply  from  Spain  will  lead  the  Protector 
to  fiatcn  to  all  these  propositions ;  and  he  as  much  as  the  rest 
k  dcairoos  of  making  himself  agreeable  to  the  people.  Never- 
>>■*****  it  is  not  an  a&ir  to  be  treated  just  uow^  or  to  be  »et- 
,  withoot  delay  ;  I  shall  endearour  to  discover  accurately 
f\om  far  the  matter  has  been  carried^  in  order  afterwards  to 
thwart  the  resolution.  .  .  ,  I  am  still  pet^uaded  that  there 
is  some  alteration  in  the  state  of  feeling  here  towards  France ; 
nor  tfl  theape  len  reason  to  believe  that  the  Protector  may  pro* 
f  Ittfaly  n^er  a  great  diminution  of  bis  power^  Hie  ofiicen  of 
ttbe  army  have  not  latterly  renewed  their  pretensions,  and  they 
appRLT  very  submissive ;  but  the  leaders  are  not  yet  mtisfied, 
and  they  are  seen  in  daily  eonfercnce  with  the  heads  of  the 
Republican  party.  It  is  ai^o  remarked  that  some  of  the  mi. 
Bisters  of  the  Counial,  who  were  once  ^ery  zealous  for  the  Pro- 
tector's interest,  arc  breaking  off  from  him,  as  fearing  to 
be  inTolred  in  his  fall ;  others,  who  stick  more  firmly  to  their 
principles,  are  threatened  to  he  dismissed,  together  with  some 
wdl-intentioned  officers  of  the  army ;  and  \et  no  resolution 
IS  taken  to  disperse  this  faction,  «hich  leads  me  to  fear  it  will 
finally  preraJl,  in  spite  of  the  friendship  which  the  Presbyte- 
■vaam  and  the  nobility  manifest  for  the  Protector.     He  now 
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allows  tlie  Council  to  act  with  entire  liberty  and  authority, 
and  moflt  resolutions  are  adopted  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
of  the  officers  of  the  army ;  it  is  said  that  their  dosigua  wiU  be 
carried  into  cxccntion  after  the  funerid  of  the  late  Protectorj 
wliich  was  to  have  taken  place  tomorrow,  but  it  has  bccu  poai- 
poncd  to  another  day  not  yet  fixed.  .  .  . 


1^,]  M,  D£    BoKDEiLUlt   TO    M.  DE    BrIENXB. 

November  27.  1658. 
Sir. 

I  finally  succeeded  in  obtaining  an  interview  mth  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  last  week.  As  the  interests  of  Sweden  were  the 
principal  motive  which  led  mc  to  desire  an  audience,  they  also 
formed  the  principal  topic  of  our  conversation.  I  begged  him 
to  acquaint  his  Highneaa  and  the  Council  that  the  King,  see- 
ing this  Prince  on  the  eve  of  being  overwhelmed  by  the  great 
number  of  liis  enemies,  and  England  being  alone  capable  of 
delivering  him  frojn  such  imminent  danger,  by  means  of  her 
naval  forcCj  I  had  been  ordered  to  urge  his  Highness  to  give 
him  all  the  assistance  that  the  position  of  his  own  affairs  would 
pcrmitj — it  being  no  less  the  interest  of  England  than  of  Fi-aiice 
to  save  from  destruction  a  Frince  whose  power  diverts  the  at- 
tention of  our  enemies,  and  prevents  them  from  directing  their 
forces  against  ua.  The  Secretary  replied  that  it  was  true  that, 
up  to  this  time,  his  Highness  had  not  deemed  it  advisable  to 
take  part  in  the  quarrel  of  the  King  of  Sweden^  and  that  he 
WB3  not  satisfied  with  what  he  had  done,  or  with  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  set  about  it,  breaking  so  solemn  a  treaty, 
made  by  the  intervention  of  the  ministers  of  England,  without 
giving  any  account  of  the  motive  for  so  great  a  change  of 
pohey :  that  moreover  it  was  not  the  interest  of  England  to 
favour  the  reduction  of  all  the  northern  kingdoms  under  the 
authority  of  a  single  Prince ;  aixd  that,  a»  hi»  Majesty  had  not 
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■ntfl  then  appeared  desiztma  of  promoting  ench  a  conquest,  the 
IVoftBCtef  bad  not  thougbt  it  his  dtitr  to  contribute  to  it ;  but 
^Mt  finfing  himself  now  urged  to  do  eo^  he  would  take  the 
■iMer  into  kis  scrioiu  delibemtioa,  and  would  no  doabi  defer 
to  the  King's  deore  and  to  the  considerations  wliicli  1  had 
adduced.  I  Msurad  him  that  his  Majesty  would  take  this 
mmifhaamneB  in  verj  good  part,  although  the  bcDefit  of  it 
vonid  nocme  pnndpsJly  ta  Et^land.  I  also  confessed  thatj 
in  the  §nt  instance,  the  proceedings  of  the  Kin^  of  Sweden 
had  not  been  approred  in  France,  but  that  all  resentments 
oogbt  to  fie&d  to  the  Lnecrcst  which  we  all  have  to  maintain 
that  Prince  -  and  I  b^^ed  the  Secretary  to  repreaerat  to  his 
WigfcwwM  that  hencserfbrward  he  could  no  lon^r  deUj  taking 
kb  «»uinlioB^  witbmit  exposing  himself  to  great  ineonve- 
ni^ioes;  he  agpreed  with  me  on  this  point,  and  promised  me  a 
dc&ute  answer  on  the  same  day,  or,  at  latest,  on  the  day  fol- 
kywing.  He  then  asked  me  if  we  did  not  purpose  to  continue 
the  wbUmoe  which  hb  Majesty  had  given  to  the  King  of 
Sweden  in  past  times  ;  this  question  leading  me  to  think  that 
H  nl^t  be  his  intention  to  ask  for  that  money  in  payment  of 
the  esqpenaea  of  the  proposed  naval  armament,  I  endeavoured 
to  remofn  any  such  hope  from  his  mind  by  assuzing  him  that 

past  efibrta  would  probably  have  disabled  the  King  from 
anything  at  present,  and  that  our  financial  ueceasiti^ 
great,  as  they  had  prevented  our  granting  to  his  High- 
aen  the  loan  for  which  he  had  applied^  and  which  the  King 
woold  doubtless  have  furnished  more  readily  than  he  wotdd 
be  likidiy  to  afford  assistance  to  the  King  of  Sweden.  I  dis- 
eoT<ered  that  my  presentiment  was  not  altogether  without  foun- 
dalioOy  and  the  Secretary  told  me  pretty  plainly  tliat  such  had 
been  tbe  object  of  his  question,  e^caggerating  to  me  the  great 
iu  which  his  master  was  placed,  and  saying  that  it 

not  &ir  to  make  him  brar  all  the  expense ;  but  having  t&- 
Dinded  him  that  up  to  the  present  time  Englund  had  l>ecn  put 
to  no  expense,  and  llial  nevcrtbelese  she  had  reaped  all  the 
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advantage  of  llie  dhersloti  wliich  the  Swedes  had  effected  ia 
Germany^  since,  but  for  that>  Dtmkirk  could  not  have  Ijceii 
taken,  and  that  hia  Majesty  had  expended  four  liuiidred  thou- 
sand fraucs  already  this  year,  and  thut,  in  requesting  the  Pro- 
tector to  succour  a  common  friend,  I  had  no  idc&  of  asking 
him  for  aasistauce  for  France, — he  laid  no  more  stress  on  ibis 
proposition,  and  gave  me  reason  to  hope  that  the  Protec- 
tor's determination  would  be  in  conformity  with  his  Majesty's] 
wishea.  .  .  ,  Tliia  confei*(?nce  took  place  on  the  evening  of 
the  Slat;  on  the  following  day  the  Secretary,  instead  of  send- 
ing me  an  answer,  proposed  to  me  another  conference  on  the 
J}3rd,  and  begged  me,  on  account  of  his  ill-bealcli,  to  come  to 
him  at  hiB  house.  To  which  having  consented,  I  found  him 
with  one  of  the  Keepers  of  the  Seal,  and  they  declared  to  me 
that  his  Highness,  having  been  informed  of  all  that  his  Ma* 
je^ty  had  ordered  me  to  communicate  to  him,  had  deputed 
them  to  receive  from  me  a  more  particular  accom\t  of  his  iu- 
tentioua.  I  made  to  them  the  same  overtures  as  before,  and 
they  repeated  to  me  the  same  speeches  as  1  had  already  heard 
from  the  Secretary  of  State, — still  complaining  of  the  conduct 
of  the  King  of  Sweden.  I  sj'mpathized  with  their  views,  and 
declared  that  the  King  had  no  more  reason  to  be  satisfied,  but 
that  this  was  not  the  time  to  mauifest  our  resentment,  and 
that  we  ought  rather  to  think  of  finding  occupation  for  the 
troops  of  Germany,  unless  we  wijihed  to  expose  our  conquests 
in  Flandei-a  to  very  certain  danger;  tinally,  after  much  argu- 
mcntatioDj  the  commiasioncFs  again  asked  mc  if  his  Majesty 
woidd  not  continue  to  assist  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  what  he 
would  do  in  case  the  despatch  of  a  fleet  should  bring  on  a  war 
between  Englaud  and  Holland,  as  there  wa»  every  appearance 
it  would,  and  tJicy  remonstrated  that  it  wonlil  not  be  just  that 
hia  Highness  should  sustain  this  war  single-handed,  and  he 
abandoned  by  France;  I  answered  them  on  the  first  point  in 
the  same  terras  that  I  had  already  us«l  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  deprived  thcra  of  all  hope  of  our  purchasing  the  as- 
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artaiMT  of  England ;  but  in  regard  to  the  consequences  which 
■Dgfat  ensae,  I  gave  tbem  to  understand  that  Kb  Majesty 
would  be  interested  in  all  events;  having  previously  d^ared 
luwcver  that  I  had  no  orders  to  make  any  advances,  not 
kftHni^  been  fbrewamefl  that  his  Highness  had  cause  to  sppre- 
bcsod  *  rapture  with  the  U  ntted  Provinces  on  account  of  having 
•eni  MMJHtnnce  to  a  Prince  of  his  acquaintance^  as  international 
onge  permits  it,  and  the  Dutch  themselves  have  set  the  ex- 
ample. The  said  commisaioneis  requested  mc  to  give  tbeiD  this 
—III  iiiiice  in  writing,  and  having  declined  to  do  so  on  the 
ground  that  my  orders  only  eiteudcd  to  urging  them  to  suc- 
oofLT  the  King  of  Sweden  for  their  own  advantage,  wc  finally 
agreed  that  1  should  merely  give  them  my  proposal^  to  serve 
■a  tbe  basis  for  the  deliberations  of  the  Council,  that  an  an- 
■wer  abocdd  be  sent  me  containing  the  wishes  of  bis  Highness, 
^on  which  I  should  declare  my  opinion,  and  that  I  should 
immediately  to  my  Court  to  l^u^  more  particularly  the 
mtcntirjus  of  his  Maje^y  with  regard  to  the  treaty  of  guarantee 

rluch  his  Highness  desires,  before  engaging  himself  to  assist 
'Kiag  of  Sweden.  All  these  f^pers  were  interchanged 
■y  evet&ing,  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  on  receiving 
B,  even  ni^ed  me  to  despatch  an  cKpr^s^  for  fear  that  ^s  the 

Eing  is  away  ^m  Paris,  the  letters  might  otherwi^  remain 
too  Long  oa  the  road  and  that  meanwhile  the  affidrs  of  the 
Svcdev  might  be  utterl;^  ruined.  This  I  did  not  think  it  right 
to  Rffbeej  SiTj  in  order  not  to  give  the  Government  of  Eng- 
land a  pretext  for  deferring  any  longer  the  adoption  of  the 
resolutioD  which  I  have  been  urging  on  them  ;  as  the  Dutch 

aTB  entered  Copenhagen,  and  for  some  days  they  will  not  be 
t  to  wend  thither  a  second  au^iUary  force,  whether  they  draft 
It  from  the  Brandenburg  army  or  from  their  own  coimtry; 
iB&d  the  Swedes  being  still  masters  of  the  Baltic  Sea,  accord- 
ing to  the  advices  received  by  their  ministers  here,  we  should 
liave  leisure  to  conclude  the  proposed  treaty,  though  I  could 
have  wished  that  the  said  Commissioners  would  have  ^iven  mc 
VOL,  I-  a 
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the  articles  of  it,  that  I  might  have  sent  them  to  you.  But 
they  will  take  no  further  steps  until  they  are  asaurwl  of  t!ie 
King's  concurrence,  and  that  I  have  power  to  treat.  There 
ia  also  no  likelihood  ttat  they  will  ciiwse  therasclvea  to  aiiy 
Bew  wars  imtil  they  are  assured  of  the  oo-operation  of  France; 
and  as  all  the  despatches  which  I  have  received  order  me  to 
use  all  my  iii;flueace  on  behalf  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  he 
ifi  now  reduced  so  low  that  he  will  be  mmblc  to  fiustain  the 
attncks  of  Uia  euemiee  without  the  aaaiatancc  of  his  firiendB^  I 
have  thought  I  was  actiug  in  conformity  with  his  Majesty^a 
viewB  iu  giving  reason  to  hope  that  he  will  combine  witli  Eng- 
land if  her  interference  involves  her  in  war.  Besides,  our  in- 
terests aj'c  now  so  united  that  one  cannot  be  injured  without  the 
other  suffering  also.  These  considerations  will  no  doubt  in- 
duce you  to  approve  of  a  treaty  of  guarantee ;  and  in  case  any 
inconveniences  should  be  perceived  therein  which  I  do  not  now 
foresee,  it  will  be  easy  to  elude  them  by  inserting  clauses  the 
effect  of  which  would  be  to  leave  fidl  leisure  to  the  two  contend- 
ing Kiugs  to  terminate  their  quarrel  without  the  interference  of 
France  and  England.  I  made  no  doubt  that,  if  his  Majesty 
judged  it  adirisable  to  mediate  an  accommodation  between  the 
said  Kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark^  the  Protector  would  pre- 
fer that  course ;  for  his  ministers  are  persuaded,  as  well  as  all 
the  rest  of  the  natiouj  that  it  is  not  to  their  advantage  to 
favour  the  conquest  of  the  coasts  of  the  Baltic  Sea,  and  tlua 
belief  would  have  sufficient  influence  over  the  public  mind  to 
prevent  the  assistance  of  England  being  given,  if  his  Majesty 
did  not  strongly  press  it,  and  if  it  had  not  been  represented 
here  that  the  ruin  of  the  King  of  Sweden  is  fraught  with  still 
more  dangerous  consequences  than  any  excess  of  power  he  may 
obtain :  it  will  therefore  be  neceaaaty,  if  the  overturca  that 
have  been  made  to  me  ore  agreeable  to  your  wishes,  to  send 
me  power  to  treat,  and  to  inform  me  at  the  ^ome  time  how  far 
his  Majesty  miihes  to  gQf  that  the  oyjfoj^iuaity  of  aendirty  help 
may  not  bv  tost  by  my  havinff  to  wait  fur  freak  instruct iojia. 
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■id  that  thoee  minister  of  the  Cooncil  who  may  be  opposed 
to  mj  demaisds,  mxy  bare  no  chimee  of  rendering  the  good- 
vitl  of  the  rest  imaTailabite.  I  have  some  alight  suspicion  that 
tlik  gmrantee  tnstj  n  proposed  irith  this  view ;  but  however 
tkiB  m^  be,  it  is  not  twy  to  indace  the  present  government 
Id  adopt  taj  other  resolution.  The  copy  of  the  docnroent 
Alt  waa  tent  to  me,  and  mr  answer  to  it,  will  explain  the  ex- 
Mting  atitie  of  this  Dt^otiatton,  and  I  have  no  furth^  exptaoa- 
tkns  to  pve,  except  that  1  very  distinctly  intimated  to  them 
tkat  the  King  Tcoold  not  enLg:age  to  supply  any  aid  in  money, 
bvk  Ast  he  would  act  as  he  had  done  in  timcit  past  if  his  own 
ifclMtjrtii.  afikirs  permitted,  and  that  it  was  not  kis  intention  to 
^oy  Ike  Engiiah  fleet ;  thna  the  treaty  can  have  regard  to  the 
gimnatee  only,  and  will  be  a  mere  engagement  to  declare  war 
against  the  Dutch  in  case  they  proclaim  hoatilitics  with  £ng- 
knd.  I  hare  al^o  nothing  to  Aay  in  regard  to  the  intimations 
wliscli  the  Protector  desires  may  be  sent  to  the  Hague^  as  I 
do  tiot  think  there  will  be  any  difficulty  aboat  the  matter; 
and  tlicre  would  really  be  cause  for  aiu-pri«e.  if^  when  England 
and  FWuse  act  together,  the  States-General  should  dare  to 
form  any  designs  which  would  openly  offend  thcm^  and  should 
not  rather  endeavoiu'  to  effect  a  reconciliation  between  the  two 
oortbcTO  kings.  It  is  probable  that,  but  for  the  assurance 
they  received  from  their  ambassador  in  England  that  the  Eug- 
bflh  Goremoient  would  not  interfere  in  the  Swedish  war,  they 
would  not  have  engaged  so  dcicply  in  it,  as  their  forces  ate 
ntleriy  inadequate  to  cope  with  those  of  England  and  Sweden 
eooabiaed ;  and  this  justly  leada  mo  to  expect  it  will  be  very 
eaagr  to  induce  them  to  adopt  other  views,  I  Imre  not  yet 
eommontcated  to  the  Swedish  ministers  who  are  resident  here, 
that  which  has  paseed  between  the  Conunissioners  of  his  High- 
neas  and  myflelf,  as  I  was  required  not  to  inform  them  of  our 
treaty  ontil  wc  were  entirely  agreed.  This  pledge  of  secrecy 
has  however  not  prevented  me  from  stating  to  them,  in  ge* 
BCfal  terms,  that  the  disposition  of  the  English  government 
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was  very  favourable  towards  them,  and  that  they  would  ere 
long  sec  the  effects  of  it*  They  have  also  received  similar 
asBurances  firom  the  Secretary  of  State ;  and  they  profess  to 
ascribe  this  change  to  the  good  offices  of  France — necessity 
rendering  them  more  grateful  than  they  are  wont  to  be  in 
prosperity.  I  shall  add  nothiikg  to  my  previous  letters  in  re- 
gard to  affairs  here,  as  no  change  has  occurred  in  them  j  some 
still  declare  that  the  Protector  will  tinaUy  overcouic  the  Aao- 
baptist  faction  in  the  army,  while  others  think  very  differently; 
meanwJiile  everything  rcraains  in  the  same  state,  and  the 
Council,  in  which  the  army  party  has  great  power,  continues 

to  act ;  he  now  thinks  of  assembling  the  Parliament,  as 

the  payment  of  the  arrears  due  to  the  army  can  no  longer  be 
delayed  without  very  gi-eat  inconvenience;  it  is  even  rumoured 
that  it  was  feared  that  the  soldiers  would  arrest  the  corpse  of 
the  late  Protector  ae  security  for  their  debt,  and  that  this  ap- 
prehciiBion  is  the  only  cause  that  led  to  his  interment  last 
week  at  oue  oVlock  in  the  morning  j  his  effigy  however  waa 
still  left  exposed  in  the  same  place  where  his  body  had  l>eeu, 
and  the  preparations  for  his  fim.eral  are  still  in  progress. 


13.1 


M,   DE    BOHDEAUX    TO    CaHOINAL   MaZARIN. 


DecemBer2,  16SS, 
My  Lord, 

The  duplicate  of  my  letter  to  the  Count  de  Brienne  will  iu- 
forra  your  Eminence  of  the  execution  of  that  which  his  Ma- 
jesty desires  of  England  for  the  preservation  of  the  King  of 
Sweden,  and  that  the  auxiliary  fleet,  which  left  the  Downs  at 
the  end  of  last  week,  may  reach  the  Sound  before  the  fleet  of 
the  United  Provinces  has  conveyed  thither  the  army  of  the 
Elector  of  Brandenburg ;  the  advices  received  here  in  regard  to 
tills  design  hastened  the  departure  of  the  Eughsh  squadron, 
and  led  the  Qovcruracnt   to  declare   to  the  ambassador   of 
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iBoOand  Uut  thrf  could  not  abandon  the  interests  of  Sweden; 
he  bad  not  expected  any  sncb   resolution  on  their  part;  I 

-§Batid  Hm  yete/daj  verj  mortified  at  it,  and  all  bis  reflec- 
I  tend  to  conrince  me  that  it  is  the  interest  of  France  to 
an  aceommodation  between  the  Kings  of  Sweden 
azkd  Dnunaxk,  which  shall  s^mre  them  both  &om  utter  rain ; 

_lhi(  the  posture  of  th^  affairs  would  give  us  time  to  cany 
this  negotiation;  and  that  the  Elector  of  Brandenbojqg 

f  v^old  readily  detach  himself  from  the  rotcrest  of  Austria,  if 
he  wert  vecored  against  the  incuiBiona  of  the  Swedes  by  the 
giMuaatee  of  France  njid  England.  Apparently  too  the  States- 
General  wouM  contribute  to  the  KueccssM  execntion  of  snch 
a  treaty,  as  the  power  of  England  deprive  them  of  all  hope  of 
:  the  King  of  Denmark.     I  asetired  the  said  ambeaaador 

^Hbat  the  King  wonM  joyfully  interfere  to  effect  so  reasonable 
an  acootnmodation ;  and  if  his  AC ajcsty  thought  it  conducive 
to  the  proBperity  of  his  affairs,  it  would  be  ea^y  to  bring  round 
the  Ei^liflh  GuTcrnmcnt  to  the  same  opinion ;  but  until  his 

'  iKtentiapa  are  made  liaown  to  me,  I  shall  abstain  6x>m  making 
my  OTCTtnrea  on  the  Bobject,  The  lettcre  with  which  your 
Kminence  honoured  mc  on  the  3rd  and  25th  of  November, 
pre  me  occasion  to  add  that  Mr.  Lockhart,  who  paid  me  a 
Tiitt  yesterday,  did  not  appear  to  me  so  well  satisfied  aa  yon 
beUcre  with  yonr  offer  of  jewels^  as  he  told  me^  in  alloaion 
thereto^  that  France  did  not  want  for  money  when  ahe  was 
willing  to  aaeist  her  trkmds ;  but  he  let  fall  no  cxpresgton  that 
indicated  that  the  Protector  felt  obliged  by  your  Etnineuce's 
advances ;  I  found  the  said  Mr.  Lockhart  very  reserved  in  re- 
gard to  all  the  other  atf^rs  about  which  I  »poke  to  him  ;  it  is 
not  credible  that  this  should  be  the  efiect  of  some  alteration 
m  the  fap^ing  here  with  respect  to  France,  although  it  haa  been 
nported  to  roc  from  various  qnarters  that  the  Government 
are  listfiiing  to  proposals  of  accommodation  with  Spain.  I 
do  not  learn  howeircF  that  any  resolution  haa  been  adopted  to 
CDter  aim  a  tiieaty ;  and  Mr.  Fleetwood,  who  is  agent  for 
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Sweden,  after  having  assured  me  that  the  ftmbassador  of 
Holland  had  also  made  some  overtures,  gAYe  me  to  under- 
stand that  hi*  brother,  who  is  a  man  of  great  iufluence,  was 
not  in  favour  of  peace.  As  it  is  aaid  that  after  the  funcnJ 
ceremony,  which  is  to  take  place  tomorrow,  they  will  begin 
their  dcliberationB  on  affairs  which  concern  the  establish  me  tit 
of  the  present  Govemraent  of  Euglaud,  and,  as  the  treaty  is 
one  of  the  principal  of  these  affiuf^,  a  manifestation  of  the  in- 
clinations  of  the  Coimcii  may  shortly  be  expected.  According 
to  popular  rumour,  meaeures  will  also  be  taken  for  assembling 
the  officers  of  the  army,  who  have  continued  to  meet  every 
Fridayj  hut  without  renewing  their  propositions  ;  the  Protec- 
tor spoke  to  them  very  sharply  before  they  assembled  last 
week,  but  althoug:h  his  speech  displeased  tlicm^  no  ill  effects 
have  ensued  from  it  aa  yet.  Meanwhile,  the  Republicans  are 
full  of  liope,  and  latterly  they  have  published  a  formulary  of 
govemnicnt  t  That  the  preseut  authorities  would  be  exposed 
to  Borae  danger,  if  the  Parliament  were  assembled  while  the 
public  mind  is  thus  malignantly  disposed,  leads  many  to  doubt 
whether  it  will  meet,  although  Ministers  declare  that  it  will 
very  shortly  Ije  summoned. 

I  shall  give  my  Lord  Fauleonbridge  reason  to  expect  the 
present  which  your  Eminence  thinks  it  advisable  to  make  to 
hie  wife ;  unless  the  Protector  should  faU,  it  will  be  money 
well  laid  out ;  and  I  should  think  the  present  ought  not  to  be 
of  less  value  than  a  thousand  pistoles,  .  ,  , 


14.]  M.  DG  BoaoEAtx  to  M.  vt  Brienne. 

December  2,  1G&8. 

Sir, 
The  feeling  entertained  here  with  regard  to  the  wars  in  the 
North  is  now  very  different  from  what  it  had  appejirLtl  it>  me 
previously ;  this  change  must  Ijc  attributed  to  the  repiveeuta* 
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tiunv  whidi  I  made  m  the  King^s  name,  az^  doubtleaa  the 
and  Ids  CooucrU  must  bare  been  influenced  by  the 
iooa  which  were  bid  before  them  for  the  {iiirpoee  of 
sndacxn^  them  to  show  more  reg:&rd  to  the  interests  of  the  King 
of  SvedcQ ;  the  new^  of  the  sea-fight  between  the  Swedish  and 
Dnlelft  fleets  smTed  at  the  same  time,  and  ma^  have  hastened 
Ite  sAoplioii  of  th4^  resolution  vhich  I  was  urging;  and  la«t 
reek,  on  receipt  of  informatioii  that  the  Dutch  were  about  to 
coBvrjj  with  all  speed,  a  portion  of  the  army  of  Brandenburg 
ittio  Zealand,  the  twenty -two  vessels  which  had  been  iittcd  out 
1  their  orden  and  sailed  irom  the  Downs ;  they  must 
be  off  Tarmonth  by  this  time,  and  the  wind  is  very  faronrable 
,  9ar  that  Toyagc  to  the  Sound ;  their  instructions  are  to  fight 
'  Ak  Dutch  in  case  they  &hontd  be  conveying  succonr  by  way  of 
llMMttHty;  the  Dntch  ambassador  has  been  informed  of  this, 
and  otders  have  been  sent  to  Mr.  Downing  to  ad  rise  the  States- 
General  to  dcdft  from  further  iDtcrferenoe  in  the  war  between 
^e  two  kin^.  The  said  amliiassador  came  to  fice  me,  and  did 
■oi  £ui  to  broach  this  subject  in  conversation,  nor  did  I  omit 
to  point  out  to  him  that,  if  it  were  the  interest  of  his  superiors 
to  prerent  the  ruin  of  the  King  of  Denmark,  England  bad  no 
ksB  veeeon  to  dread  the  rain  of  the  Swedes ;  he  admitted  the 
tiiitli  of  this  argument,  but  he  did  his  duty  to  permade  me 
that  they  might  both  secure  themselves  by  an  accommodation 
which  should  tend  also  to  the  profit  of  all  their  firicndsj  which 
•bovUd  detach  the  Elector  of  Brandenbni^  &om  the  Anstrian 
pttty,  and  leave  the  Swedes  sufficient  power  to  find  occupation 
I  fcr  tlieir  enemies ;  I  declared  that  the  King  nould  jorfulty 
ocntribnte  to  the  conclusion  of  such  a  peace  j  and  it  would  not 
be  difficult  to  fariDg  orer  the  English  Goveminent  to  the  same 
views,  although  just  now  it  exhibits  great  warmth  for  the 
Swedish  interest.  If  the  weather  continues  as  severe  as  it  Is 
mm,  this  good  feeling  will  be  nselesa,  and  the  ice  will  supply 
the  HiectOT  of  Brandenburg  with  the  means  of  executing  his 
«ksign.     One  of  the  envoys  of  the  King  of  Sweden  has  just 
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gone  off  with  about  throe  hundred  sailors,  and  some  uarat 
officers,  of  whom  the  chief  is  Sir  —  Ayscougb ;  he  is  to  be 
Vice- Admiral  of  the  Swedish  fleet ;  his  reputation  is  very  great, 
and  when  he  took  leave  of  the  Protector,  his  Highness  bestowed 
on  him  a  ring,  and  recommended  the  honour  of  the  nation  to 
his  keeping.  The  other  ministers  of  Sweden  who  remain  here 
have  earnest! J-  thanked  me  for  my  good  oflBcesi  and  they  have 
written  of  the  effect  of  my  intervention  in  the  same  temis  in 
which  they  have  spoken  of  it  to  mc;  the  King  of  Sweden  will 
admit  that  the  intervention  of  his  Majesty  completely  deter- 
mined this  government  to  lend  him  asnataiice;  firom  this 
complaisance^  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  refiisal  of  the  loan 
of  j£50,O0O  has  not  produced  any  great  effect,  and  that  it  will 
be  attributed  partly  to  our  inability  to  afford  it,  although  Mr. 
Jjockhart,  who  has  now  arrived  in  London,  represents  ns  to 
be  very  rich.  .  .  .  The  oeremony  of  the  funeral  of  the  late 
Protector  is  to  bike  place  tomorrow ;  it  is  said  that  measures 
will  immediately  be  taken  to  put  a  stop  to  the  divisions  in  the 
array,  and  the  Protector  began  on  Friday  last  to  speak  with 
vigour  to  the  officers,  warning  them  not  to  abuse  the  pretext  of 
devotion  in  order  to  hold  scditioua  meetings,  and  to  take  care 
that  their  conduct  did  not  make  two  armies  instead  of  one ;  this 
laugu»ge  somewhat  irritated  them ;  nevertheless,  great  hopes 
are  still  entertaiucd  of  an  accommodation ;  the  meeting  of 
Parliament  cannot  be  avoided,  and  cj-eatea  greater  apprehen- 
sions than  ever;  we  must  also  expect  it  will  produce  some 
alterations  in  the  close  alliance  which  crista  between  England 
and  France,  as  it  is  likely  the  Parliament  will  make  peace  with 
Spain.  There  is  much  talk  already  of  thia  being  done,  and  I 
am  informed  on  good  authority  tlkat  such  a  proposition  has 
been  made,  that  it  has  not  been  rejected,  and  that  some  mem- 
bers of  the  Council  arc  very  mueh  inclined  to  adopt  it.  The 
memory  of  the  late  Protector  alone  is  not  sufficient  to  pre^'cnt 
their  doing  so,  as  the  present  state  of  the  aftairs  of  England 
may  give  them  reaaou  to  change  the  policy  which  he  pursued 
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dnoBg  lu«  Idetiiiie,  id  additioti  to  vhidi^  most  of  the  mmistcn 
■Ul.  even  tliexi  opposed  to  that  policy ;  if  Spain  is  able  to  sup- 
^^mOBejf  the  temptation  will  be  still  greater;  and  in  order  to 
combat  tbcae  adverse  reasons,  we  inust  back  our  own  interest  by 
aoBC  pectiziifti?  gratificatioiis,  as  the  English  are  too  araricioaa 
far  na  to  be  likelr  to  get  anything  from  them,  imleaa  they  are 
wdl  paid*  By  taking  this  courw,  onr  opposition  will  be  ren* 
dered  more  efieedve.  I  cannot  even  oonoeiTe  how  it  can  he 
expected  that  I  should  hare  any  rery  certain  news  of  the  plans 
attd  inteatiopa  of  this  goreromentj  unless  the  King  will  supply 
■e  vitk  fimda  to  enliat  a  few  pcnaionera ;  while  the  late  Fro- 
tectCT  waa  alirCa  as  he  acted  on  his  own  ies{)onsibility,  this 
**r**«"  was  ftv>(nded  with  but  little  inconveoieuce ;  but  now 
tlMA  the  authority  is  so  diridcd,  and  the  Council  has  bo  large 
a  abare  in  it,  it  is  neceas&ry  to  act  otherwiae  in  relation  to  the 
Batter,  in  however  alight  esteem  this  State  may  be  held.  .  .  . 


15.]  M.  DK    BORDEAVX   tO   CAnDIMAL   Ma&UUN. 

Ifttimbcr  9,  less. 
Mv  Lead, 

Nothing  has  occurred  here  worth  adding  to  the  duplicate  of 

my  letter  to  the  Count  de  Bricnne,  regarding  the  affairs  of  the 

Xorth,  and  the  interual  condition  of  England.     Only  I  have 

learned  that  the  fleet  4ent  to  the  assistance  of  the  King  of 

Sweden  has  been  driven  back  ou  these  coasts  by  unfavourable 

weather ;  and  it  is  feared  that  the  season  will  henceforth  be  very 

mucli  againatjt.     I  leave  it  to  the  despatches  which  M.  Terlon 

haa  oflate  addressed  to  me^  to  infonn  your  Eminence  of  the  real 

inue  of  the  fight,  of  which  the  Datch  ambassador  has  recently 

givcnme  a  very  different  account  to  that  which  the  ministera  of 

Sweden  had  at  first  published ;  if  the  defeat  of  their  fleet  be 

ao  tharough,  the  Protector  will  be  under  greater  obligatiou  lo 

make  efforts  to  succour  the  vanqui&bed.     I  have  sent  today  to 
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request  a  conference  with  the  Secretary  of  StatCj  for  the  pur- 
pose of  urging  hiro  to  resolve  on  doing  ao,  pending  the  answer 
to  the  despatch  which  my  secretary  must  have  delivered. 

The  internal  divisions  of  the  country  are  still  in  the  same 
statCj,  and  all  persons  are  in  expectation  of  the  meeting  of  Par- 
liamentj  on  which  it  appeara  the  future  tranquillity  or  disorder 
of  the  nation  will  depend.  Meanwhile,  the  Coxmcil  continues 
to  act  with  the  game  authority.  Mr.  Lockhart  came  to  see  me 
this  evening,  and  entrusted  to  me  a  letter  for  your  Eminence ; 
he  also  expressed  to  me  some  displeasure  at  not  being  able  to 
render  the  service  which  you  had  desired  of  Imn,  in  regard  to 
the  Englisli  sliips  which  arc  at  Toulon :  the  division  among  the 
officers  serves  as  the  pretext  for  this  refusal ;  and  it  is  proposed 
to  recall  them  all,  as  the  only  means  of  re-establishiug  order 
and  obedience  among  them. 

I  spoke  to  the  said  ambassador  of  the  necessity  there  would 
be  for  the  garrison  of  Dunkirk  to  assist  our  troops,  if  the 
enemy,  duriug  the  winter^  should  undertake  any  enterprise  in 
rianders  ^  he  expressed  his  readiness  to  do  ao,  hut  ^d  I  must 
nevertheless  mention  the  matter,  ao  that  orders  may  be  given 
him  on  the  subject,  which  I  shall  not  fail  to  do  the  first  time  I 
see  the  Secretary  of  State,  M,  de  Caracena  has  applicfl  to  the 
Protector  for  a  passport  for  Don  John  of  Austria,  who,  he 
says,  has  been  recalled  by  the  King  of  Spain,  to  command 
the  army  against  Portugal ;  this  civility  will  not  be  refused. 


n 
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16.]  M.  DG  BoapEAUx  to  M,  de  Briexns. 

December  9,  1653. 

Sir, 

I  fear  that  my  secretary,  on  hia  way  llirough  Paris,  did  not 

deliver  to  you  my  despatch,  as  you  have  not  acknowledged  its 

receipt;  he  must  have  thought  you  were  at  Court,  whither  I 

had  directed  him  to  proceed  straightway^  as  J  had  been  urged 


ILLCSnUTIVE    LrrTKBS. 


267 


»  use  all  pOHihle  speed  j  hence  his  mbtjkke^  my  lettei^  bv 
ihm  {aevioas  port  will  have  repaired  the  error  in  sottte  mea^mej 
bf  inftiuing  jwk  of  the  object  of  hia  joarneY ;  they  will  abo 
hsffw  aeqwuDttid  you  with  t^  departure  of  the  English  fieet, 
ai  wludi  DO  farther  news  has  been  reeeiTed ;  bat  if  the  iufor- 
■Mtian  winch  the  I>atch  atiibafiBador  came  to  com.mnTiicate  to 
Be  «n  tbe  -day  before  yesterday  be  correct,  this  succotir  wQl 
not  awffioe  to  rtstore  tbe  affairs  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  or  to 
pRTcnt  the  States-Geoeral  from  sending  other  troops  to  the 
King  of  Dounark.  Tlie  desj^tcb  of  the  Chevalier  de  Terhm 
v3  dnmhtlfiB  giT«  inll  explanations  of  the  state  of  aflairB  in 
tbai  qoaiter ;  his  letters  to  roe  hare  led  roe  to  reqnest  an  in- 
toTtew  with  the  Secretary  of  State  today ^  in  order  to  discuss 
tiie  means  of  reconriJing  the  two  northern  Princes;  and  thoogh, 
to  aQ  appearance,  no  definite  reaolntion  is  likely  to  be  adopted 
hoe  a&tQ  the  arriTal  of  the  answer  which  I  am  now  expect- 
ing it  is  lunrertheLess  expedient,  as  erery  delay  may  produce 
lone  bah  disadvantage,  to  urge  the  English  Government  to 
^fc»wiwM>i  aenDnaly  into  die  matter,  in  order  to  take  roca&nrea 
Cor  the  execution  of  any  pTocecdings  that  may  be  deemed 
ninjited  to  establish  peace  between  the  Princes  of  the  north, 
or  to  Kcore  ^le  £ing  of  Sweden  against  the  rain  with  which 
be  is  thraatened.  1  learn  &om  the  ictUTs  of  M.  dc  Thuu  that 
he  haa  already  tmited  his  efforts  with  those  of  Mr.  Downing, 
to  pffTTent  tbe  equipment  of  a  second  aiLxUiary  force^  but  the 
United  Provincca  appear  to  be  strongly  interested  in  the  roain- 
iHBmoe  of  the  King  of  Denmark^  and  bai-e  already  given  too 
ttndb  ofiraoe,  of  late,  to  his  enemy,  by  the  assistance  they 
hare  sent  to  Dantzic  and  Copenhagen^  not  to  persevere  in 
thecr  design,  imlcas  Kngland  should  giTe  them  oo^sion  to  fear 
the  employment  of  all  her  navy  in  behaif  of  the  Swedesi,  or 
there  ^hoold  be  some  certainty  of  an  accommodation.  Tt  may 
slso  lie  expected  that  the  Protector,  having  begun  so  well^  will 
continue  to  entertain  the  sentiments  which  his  Ministers  have 
I  wpinnnul  to  roe,  if  his  Majesty  is  willing  to  cuter  into  a  trea^ 
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of  guarantee,  which  can  entail  no  injury  to  France,  and  will 
pledge  Englaiid  all  the  more  sttongly  to  adhere  to  our  inter- 
ests, If  public  rumours  be  wall  founded^  the  Protector  ia 
now  thinking  of  withdrawing  from  us,  and  making  peace  urilh 
Spin ;  but  I  do  not  learn  that  he  has  any  immediate  iatcn- 
tioii  of  doing  bo  j  and  probably  before  entering  into  any  fo- 
reign negotiation,  he  will  be  anxious  to  set  his  home  affairs  in 
order.  It  doea  not  appear  that  he  baa  as  yet  succeeded  in 
effecting  this  to  any  great  extent,  as  the  offieers  of  the  army 
Gontinue  to  manifest  their  discontent,  and  to  hold  meetings, 
from  which  the  Republicans  derive  great  hopes,  if  once  ParUa^ 
ment  be  summoned.  It  is  still  said  that  Parliament  will  meet 
in  a  very  short  time,  but  perhaps  these  Lopes  are  merely  raised 
In  order  to  keep  qiiiet  the  army  and  other  creditors  of  the 
State ;  the  danger  of  its  meeting  ia  so  certain,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  most  sagacious  and  prudent  men,  that  it  will  not  be 
summoned  except  in  case  of  extreme  necessity.  The  Council 
of  State  moreover  hae  cause  to  re^rd  its  meeting  with  alarm  ; 
and  its  authority  is  now  very  great,  extending  even  to  the  ap- 
pointment to  judicial  offices,  by  way  of  approved  presentation, 
and  to  the  issue  of  orders  for  the  release  of  the  most  inconsi- 
derable prisoners  of  State^  some  of  whom,  having  applied  for 
their  discharge  to  the  ordinarj'  tribunals,  the  Governor  of  the 
Tower  did  not  venture  to  detain  them.  All  these  attempts  to 
tmdcrmine  the  authority  of  the  sovereign  proceed  from  the 
division  among  the  officers  of  the  army  ;  they  will  not  be  eon- 
tinned  when  the  officers  are  brought  togetlicr,  and  this  is  now 
the  affair  uppermost  in  all  miuda.  The  funeral  ceremony  took 
place  on  the  3rd  of  this  month ;  nothing  of  importance  oc- 
curred, nor  was  it  in  any  way  different  from  orduiory  pro- 
ceedings of  this  nature  ;  ita  magnificence  consisted  in  the 
number  of  mourners,  who  walked  from  Somerset  House  to 
Westminster  between  two  lines  of  muskctcersj  and  in  front  of 
the  cflfigy  of  the  deceased  Protector^  arrayed  in  a  royal  pol»e, 
holding  tlic  sceptre  in  one  haudj  the  orb  in  the  other,  and  the 
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crmra  oo  lii»  head.     Geoeral  Fleetwood  followed  the  car  as 
rc^raentatiTe  of  his  h^,  and  had  by  his  side  the  Lords  Fanl- 

-  one  of 


OMibodge,  the  Bon-in-law  of  tlie  deceased*  asd  - 

Bunirtexs  and  a  Councillor  of  State  :  the  third  son-in-law 
A  bone  l^  the  bridle,  in  discharge  of  his  office  as  Master  of 
HoTK.  The  ambassadors  had  some  dispute  with  the  cu- 
Togra  of  Sveden  because  they  claimed  to  occupy  the  same  rauk 
«  tbc  rest,  and  not  to  be  treated  as  anbaltcm  ministers,  basing 
tbcsr  daim  on  the  hoaonrabk  position  which  the  King  their 
matter  ga>e  to  the  enTOy  of  England^  and  also  on  tbc  gFound 
that,  aa  they  were  ableg^atea  extraordiuaryj  they  were  entitled 
to  eqoil  oosttdderation  with  the  ambassador  of  Holland.  The 
Coaaxutmoaen  appointed  to  arrange  the  ceremotLj  had  de- 
femed  to  their  wishes  by  placing  them  immediately  after  the 
Dutch  ambas^orj  and  before  the  Keepers  of  the  Great  Sea! 
of  England ;  but  it  was  necessary  for  me  to  follow  the  pre- 
cedent established  at  the  ftineral  of  King  James,  and  to  con- 
test this  equality  ;  tbc  Keepers  of  the  Seal,  on  their  part,  re- 
ftaed  to  be  preceded  by  any  bnt  ambassadors;  hut  finally, 
after  many  negotiations,  they  gave  i»'ay,  though  protesting 
agaioet  the  like  being  done  in  future ;  and  I  was  entreated  to 
withdraw  my  opposition,  if,  in  order  to  mark  the  difference 
between  the  Swedish  oumsters  and  tlic  ambassadors  (without 
however  doing  them  any  other  wrong  than  displacing  them  from 
a  nmk  which  had  been  improperly  accorded  to  them),  the  master 
of  the  ceremonies  and  his  officers  took  their  places  between  them 
■od  fv;^  to  wluch  I  consented.  There  was  also  some  slight 
alterca6on  between  the  other  ambafisadors  and  myself,  because 
I  wished  to  walk  alone,  and  not  between  the  representatives 
of  Portugal  and  Holland^  who  finally  acceded  to  my  desire. 
Hke  first  dispute  was,  to  some  extent,  the  cause  of  the  cere- 
moDj  not  being  terminated  until  night,  and,  as  this  contin- 
gency liad  not  Ijeei*  anticipated,  there  was  not  a  single  caudle 
in  Weatmiuster  Abbey  to  give  Light  to  the  company  and  con- 
dnct  the  effigy  into  a  sort  of  chapelle  atdenU  which  had  been 
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prepared ;  there  were  consequently  neither  prayers,  nor  ser- 
mon, nor  funeral  oration,  and  after  the  tmmpcts  had  sounded 
for  n  short  tiwc^  Gvcrr  one  withdreir  in  no  particalar  order. 
On  ttiat  day  great  numbera  of  printed  papers  were  distributed^ 
inveighing  no  less  against  the  vanity  and  expense  of  the  fii- 
neral,  than  against  the  validity  of  all  the  acta  done  in  Eiiglatid 
Hince  the  dissolution  of  the  Long  Parliament ;  and  now  all 
persons  express  their  sentiments  with  great  freedom. 


17.] 


M.  DE    BoKDEAUX    TO   CARDINAL  MAZARiy. 

Dewmdw  10,  1659. 


I 


My  Lord, 

It  appeared  to  me,  from  the  last  letter  of  M.  dcTerlon,  that 
the  King  of  Sweden  would  take  it  in  such  good  part  if  France 
and  England  extricated  him  from  the  war  in  which  he  is 
engogcdj  that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  communicate  this  desire 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  was  very  much  disposed  to  follow 
up  thL*  overtnrCj  and  a^ecd  to  write  to  the  ministers  of  his 
Highnesa  the  Protector  at  the  Hague  and  at  the  Swedish  Court 
to  use  every  effort  to  dispose  those  States  to  peace,  and  to 
ascertain  what  conditions  they  will  condescend  to  make,  in 
order  that,  hariiig  obtained  this  information,  some  certain 
measures  may  lie  taken  for  the  advancement  of  the  treaty,  aud 
that  the  northern  Princes  may  be  required  to  accommodate 
their  difierencca,  on  pain  of  incurring  the  hostility  of  England. 
Strong  persuasion  is  felt  here  lliat  the  King  of  Sweden  will  be 
unwilJing  to  gaijiaay  his  Majesty  and  the  Protector,  and  that 
the  King  of  Denmark  ^viU  also  be  constrained  to  accept  rea- 
soiiable  terms,  if  the  Dutch  can  be  dissuaded  from  sending  him 
a  second  reinlbreement,  either  by  friendly  means  or  by  force, 
and  there  is  every  disposition  here  to  employ  both,  ,  .  .  It  haft 
at  length  been  publicly  resolved  in  Council  to  summon  Parlia- 
ment to  meet  on  the  7th  of  February;  not  that  the  minds  of 
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^ttBcern  of  tbe  ftitoy  are  yet  tborooglUy  coropo&ed,  as  there 
«BB  fecentJ  V  a  great  fixiarrcl  in  the  Council,  in  preacacc  of  the 
Fvdtector,  between  Major-GeDcral  Desborough  aad  Admiral 
)4oat«giie,  the  former  accusing  the  latter  of  hating  cotispired 
with  Lord  Paulcon bridge  to  carry  him  off,  and  Lieutenant- 
GoKsrml  Fleetwood  also.  Th^  two  armies  have  demanded  that 
the  Bntharof  this  report  shall  be  produced^  and  that  they  would 
answer  him.  The  Protector  appeared  to  take  their  side^  and 
■  Mj^^ar-Ge&eral  Desborough  grew  so  angry  a*  to  say  he  woidd 
never  set  foot  iti  the  Conneii  a^in  if  Lord  Faidconfaridge,  who 
was  not  thcu  present,  were  not  excluded.  The  quarrel  was  not 
arranged,  and  the  Couacit  roae  without  taking  the  affair  into 
diflCOMtOfi,  It  19  ftaid  that  since  then,  the  army  has  proposed 
to  the  Protector,  for  the  settlement  of  all  differences,  that  he 
shcmld  not  be  able  to  make  any  change  among  tlic  oSiecrs 
without  the  adirice  and  consent  of  (bur  of  the  principal  officers 
to  be  appointed  by  the  army,  and  that  they  are  now  debating 
these  tenooa ;  and  that,  as  it  is  so  very  necesfiary  to  put  an  end 
to  ail  bitter  feelings,  la  ortler  to  derive  some  profit  from  the 
uiA^'riiig  of  Parliament^  this  expedient  will  be  adopted ;  or  else 
the  Protector  will  be  obliged  to  make  some  bold  demoiistratiou 
of  hifl  authority. 


18.]  M.  DE  BoEDKAtrs  TO  M,  »E  Brienke. 

Becvmber  16,  1658. 
Sir, 

As  the  last  letters  which  T  received  from  M.  Tcrlon  informed 

me  iu  very  explicit  terms  that  it  woidd  be  rendering  a  great 

aervice  to  the  Kijig  of  Sweden  to  extricate  him  from  his  war 

with  Denmark^  and  procure  for  htm  a  satisfactory  peac^j  I 

tlionght  it  advisable  to  communicate  this  desire  to  the  Secre- 

tanr  of  State,  iu  order  that  the  Protector  might  take  speedy 

Dieaiiurcs  cither  to  promote  a  reconciliation  between  the  two 

PrinceSj,  or  to  restore  the  fortunes  of  Swcdeu.     1  did  not  fiud 
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it  difficult  to  persuade  Uim  on  both  these  points,  and  I 
in  him  an  even  greater  inclination  to  metliate  a  peace ;  the ' 
only  difficulty  is  to  rletermine  tlic  contlitiona  on  which  peace 
can  be  made,  and  whether  it  vrill  be  neceeeary  to  insist  on  the 
execution  of  the  treaty  of  Rocskild,  or  to  induce  the  King  of 
Sweden  to  give  up  most  of  the  advantages  he  lias  gained  by  it^ 
in  case  his  Dauiah  Majesty  cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  reroain 
satisfied  with  it.  The  Secretary  asked  me  ray  advice  on  this  point; 
I  thought  it  my  duty  not  to  give  a  decided  answer  until  t  hnd 
i-cccived  a  reply  to  my  previous  despatches^  I  proposed  that 
he  should  ascertain,  by  means  of  the  French  and  English  am- 
bassadora  who  are  vath  the  Kiftg  of  Sweden,  what  his  Majesty's 
inclination  may  be  on  the  matter,  and  also  to  learn  precisely 
his  actual  condition  before  determining  on  any  basi^  of  nego^ 
tiations :  I  also  suggested  that,  in  the  meanwhile,  it  would  be 
well  for  M.  de  Thou  and  Mr.  Downing,  at  the  Hague,  to  do 
their  utmost  to  prevent  the  despatch  of  the  second  auxiliary 
force,  and  to  persuade  the  States-General  that  the  King  and 
the  Protector  are  seriously  desirous  to  effect  the  pacification  of 
the  two  northern  Princes,  These  overtures  were  approved  of, 
and  we  agreed  to  write  in  conformity  therewith  to  the  Hague  and 
to  Denmark^  and  that  furth^*  steps  should  be  taken^  as  €Oon  as 
the  necessary  powers  were  sent  to  me,  to  conclude  a  treaty 
tending  to  the  maintenance  of  the  King  of  Sweden ;  and  also 
that  his  Highness  should  employ  the  promptest  means  for 
attaining  this  object  in  case  it  should  prove  impossible  to  esta-  i 
biish  in  the  North  a  peace  on  advantageous  terms  to  oinr  two 
nations.  This  was  the  result  of  the  conversation  which  the 
Secretarj'  of  State  and  I  had  on  this  raatterj  I  can  add  nothing 
to  it  except  that  he  appears  to  me  to  incline  strongly  towards 
an  accommodation,  and  he  told  me  more  than  once  that  peace  i 
was  the  interest  of  England.  He  also  confirmed  to  roe  a  report 
which  1  had  already  learned  elsewhere,  namely,  that  the  En- 
glish fleet  had  been  driven  back  on  the  coast  of  Norfolk,  and 
would  find  great  difficulty  in  continuing  its  voyage  at  this  season 


ILLUSTRATIVE   LrPTERS. 


373 


I 


t£  tke  ymr.  I  begged  him  at  once  to  send  orders  to  Mr.  Lock- 
kMttOMBSt^  with  hifl  garrison,  the  Km^«  troopft  which  recnaiii 
ka  Flanden^  if  the  enemy  should  nuike  any  moreiQent  a^inst 
tbem  while  they  are  in  wititi<r-quaHers ;  and  1  cBered  that  our 
gmiaoa  should,  in  like  manner^  assist  the  English,  if  they  were 
attacked.  He  agreed  that  we  should  lend  each  other  this  mutual 
aid.  .  .  . 

We  are  on  the  eve  of  a  Parliament,  which  ia  likely  to  have 
great  aathonty,  and  will  be  oonsderably  inclined  to  make  an 
agrommndatign  with  Spain.  Its  convocation  was  solemnly 
ranlved  npon  in  the  Council  last  week^  and  the  writs  will  be 
iMBed  OQ  an  early  day,  in  order  that  it  may  meet  on  the  7th 
of  February.  The  Secretary  of  State  made  the  proposition, 
and  aooompanied  it  by  a  statement  of  all  the  consideratiooa 
wlckfa  compel  his  Highness  to  have  recourse  to  this  remedy, 
for  Che  purpose  of  paying  the  debta  of  the  State  and  strength- 
miui^  the  government.  People  arc  greatly  astonished  that  this 
CBMihitioii  should  have  been  taken  before  the  minds  of  the  army 
were  trauquiUized ;  and  although  those  who  are  for  the  Pro- 
tector appear  to  be  the  most  numerous,  the  others  will  be  in  a 
piakWin  to  thwart  hia  authority  if  the  Parliament  is  full  of 
fc.|Bi|j^j^sftn«,  As  this  danger  i»  certain,  there  i^  reason  to  bc- 
fiove  (and  this  ia  the  opinion  of  many)  that  the  factious  oSiccra 
will  be  put  upon  haif^pay,  or  that  the  government  is  sure  of 
oblaiiiing  the  election  of  well-intentioned  per^one  by  the  coim- 
ties ;  and  it  is  true  that  the  generality  of  the  people,  the  nobility 
and  the  ministers^  are  very  much  opposed  to  the  authoiity  which 
a  portion  of  the  army  wish  to  arrogate  to  themselves.  There 
was  also  last  week  a  gr^t  quarrel  between  Major-General 
Desborough}  one  of  the  chief  of  the  malecoutents,  and  Admiral 
Montague;  the  former  having  publicly  complained  that  the 
latter  had  entered  into  a  plot  with  the  Lord  Faulcon bridge  and 
aofnc  other  otiicers,  to  carry  him  oH'  and  Lieuteuant-General 
Fleetwood  with  hind,  and  to  oonfiuc  them  both  in  Windsor 
Castk ;  this  accusation  was  based  on  a  letter  uf  warning  which 
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he  said  he  had  received.  The  Admiral  disavowed  the  plot,  and 
demanded  that  the  author  of  the  letter  should  be  named;  this 
Mftj  or- General  Deslwrough  refused  to  do,  aud  nevertheless  he 
in-sisted  that  justice  should  be  done  him.  The  Ptotector  here- 
upon interfered,  and  took  the  side  of  Admiral  Montage,  and 
the  Council  rose  without  takitig  the  affair  iuto  deliberation. 
Tins  quarrel  is  not  yet  appeased,  and  aa  it  has  broken  out,  it 
ftppears  likely  to  lead  to  further  reswItSj  the  most  obvious  of 
which  ia  the  ruiu  of  Desborougli,  a  very  arrograut  man,  who 
owes  his  fortune  to  the  deceased  Protectorj  to  whose  sister  he  is 
married.  .  .  . 


19*]  M.  DX  Bordeaux  to  Cardinal  Mazarin^ 

JawwnW  23.  1C58. 
My  Lord, 

Nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  here  since  my  last 
dcspatehj  except  the  departure  of  the  fleet,  which  put  to  sea 
again  last  week;  since  then,  the  wind  has  been  autHeiently 
favourable  for  it  to  have  now  reached  the  Sonodj  from  whence 
no  news  has  arrived  for  the  la&t  few  days.  Tlie  internal  ajfairs  of 
England  are  still  in  the  same  state ;  the  resolution  to  assemble 
Parliament  continues  to  be  carried  out  by  the  i^&ue  of  writs 
for  the  election  of  mcmbei-s,  and  it  seems  that  the  chief  care 
of  the  Government  now  is  that  they  should  be  well-inten- 
tioned; to  obtain  this  object,  the  form  of  the  elections  has 
been  changed,  and  instead  of  the  eoimtiea  tissembliug  as  be- 
fore in  ft  body,  iu  one  place,  and  appointing  all  the  members, 
each  county  is  to  elect  only  two,  and  the  boroughs  and  cities 
will  choose  the  i^st.  The  hope  that  is  entertained  that  small 
conimunities  will  be  more  easy  to  nmuage  than  lai^  aj^sem- 
blica,  has  led  to  the  substitution  of  this  airangement  in  the 
place  of  that  wliich  was  observed  at  the  convocation  of  the 
last  few  Pailiamcuta.  The  officers  of  the  army  continue  to 
meet,  but  without  pressing  their  claims. 
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Mr.  Lockhait  is  to  return  tomorrow  to  Donkirk;  he  does 
Dot  propose  to  visit  the  Court  before  epriug ;  he  has  hod  some 
difficultY  in  obtaining  funds  for  the  mainten^ace  of  his  garri- 
■an  uui  the  repavmnit  of  his  advances. 


30.]  M.  DK  Bordeaux  to  M.  dk  ButesNK. 

Dgnmhor^S,  1658. 
Sir, 

In  my  Ust  despatdi  I  acknowledged  the  reodpt  of  the  letter 
which  roa  were  plcaaed  to  write  to  me  on  the  Hth  instant ; 
jtmx  letter  of  the  14th  has  since  been  deUvered  to  me,  togcthCT 
with  a  note  informing  mc  of  the  arrirnl  of  my  eecrctarr  at 
Court ;  the  contents  of  neither  give  me  occasion  to  add  any- 
thing to  what  I  liare  already  stated  in  regard  to  the  disposi* 
tioa  of  this  GoTemmcDt  towards  the  Sw^es.  They  stil] 
appear  resolved  to  assist  them»  and  kst  week,  the  wind  hanng 
ciuaiged,  the  fleet  put  out  to  sea  again.  The  Kings  of  Sweden 
azkd  Denmark  wiU  be  strongly  nrged  to  make  peace,  and  if 
the  latter  will  couaent  to  abide  by  the  Treaty  of  Roeskild^  hifi 
enemy  will  be  admtmished  to  carry  it  into  eiiccutionj  aa  it  Ls 
tboogbt  advantagDonfl  to  England  that  the  passage  of  the  Bal- 
tic Sea  aboold  he  under  the  control  of  diSercot  powers.  Mr^ 
Downing  must  lately  have  received  fresh  orders  to  employ 
hia  good  offices  to  induce  the  States- General  to  co-operate 
with  us,  and  the  &rst  memorandum  which  he  laid  before  them 
to  that  end  was  preconcerted  here.  As  soon  as  my  secretary 
retiims,  it  will  be  possible  to  adopt  still  more  definite  resolu- 
tions in  reference  to  a^irs  in  those  quarters.  Meanwhile, 
the  English  fleet,  joined  with  that  of  Sweden^  will  be  able  to 
prevent  the  entrance  of  any  fresh  reiDforccrocnt^  into  the 
island  of  Zealand,  unless  the  four  thousand  men  that  were  to 
be  embarked  in  Holland  have  anticipated  them,  of  which  we 
hare  no  news,  as  the  Flanders  post  did  not  arrive  last  week. 
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Tlie  ambossatlor  of  the  United  Proviacea,  whom  1  saw  a  few 
(lajB  ngo,  does  not  fail  to  profess  great  lucliuatiort  on  the  jiart 
of  his  superiors  to  an  aecommodation,  and  even  agrees  that 
the  Elector  of  Brandenburg  ougtit,  m  pur&uance  of  the 
treaty,  to  separate  himself  from  the  party  of  the  Hotidc  of 
Austria  j  bat  when  I  represented  to  lam  that  the  sending  of 
reinforcements  was  not  in  accordance  with  any  such  disposi- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  States-General,  and  that,  if  their  pro- 
fijssiona  were  ainccrc,  they  oiight  to  act  in  concert  with  us  for 
the  advancement  of  peace,  aiid  not  to  Inbour  to  effect  the 
utter  ruin  of  one  of  the  contending  parties,  their  ambassador 
remained  silent,  whence  it  may  be  inferred  tbat  the  province 
of  Holland  confidently  expects  to  restore  the  King  of  Den- 
mark to  the  position  he  occupieil  before  beginning  the  war, 
and  that  it  \iill  persist  in  this  course  of  conduct,  unless  it  sees 
that  France  and  England  arc  making  great  efforts  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  King  of  Sweden  ;  the  treaty  in  respect  to 
which  I  am  now  awaiting  orders,  may  probably  cause  them  to 
apprehend  that  our  resolution  is  taken;  and  it  will  also  serve 
to  pledge  this  Government  to  the  continuation  of  the  war 
with  Spain,  as  the  people  of  England  are  autHciently  well- 
affcctcd  to  tJic  Crown  of  Sweden  to  approve  of  anything  likely 
to  contribute  to  its  preservation.  Nevertheless  no  jxraitive 
statements  can  be  made  respecting  the  inclinations  of  the 
Harlianieut  before  it  meets,  whatever  measures  the  Protector 
may  take  to  pi-ocure  the  election  of  well-intentioned  deputies ; 
a  body  composed  of  five  hundred  persons  cannot  fail  to  be 
very  difficult  to  govern,  and  the  Republicans  promise  them- 
selves great  authority  among  its  members;  the  writa  for  the 
flections  will  be  issued  today  thmughout  the  country.  It  is 
not  likely  that,  in  the  meauwhilej  any  negotiations  with  Spain 
will  \je  entered  into,  and  any  attempts  to  redeem  Dunkirk 
would  be  attended  with  little  stiot'css  j  although  the  Protector 
and  hia  Council  may  be  disjKiscd  to  raise  money  from  Spain, 
they  would  not  dare  to  make  such  a  bargain  as  the  sale  of 
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Dcukirk,  which  would  expose  them  to  rery  grave  reproaches, 
and  wonlci  ^ve  too  great  advantages  to  their  enemieSj  who  arc 
alrc^jr  quite  too  much  inclined  to  make  use  of  anything 
adapted  to  ca«t  a  slur  upon  the  conduct  of  the  present  Go- 
vrmmernt.  They  will  be  less  acrupnlous  about  abandoning 
JamaicA^  as  thev  have  enough  other  territories  to  occupy  in 
America,  at  l«ss  expense.  If  we  entertain  euspiciona  that 
Righnd  may  come  to  an  accommodation  with  Spain^  they 
are  no  less  suspicions  of  the  conduct  of  M.  de  Lionne  at 
Madrid,  and  I  have  already  been  questioned  by  different  per- 
sons as  to  the  motive  of  tbat  election ;  these  inquiries  it  is 
not  easy  for  me  to  satisfy^  as  I  have  no  positive  information 
on  the  ffubjectj  and  have  not  even  received  any  letters  from 
tlie  Ccnift  since  it  has  been  at  Lyons.  Even  ^Ir.  Lockliart^ 
on  taking  leave  of  me  yesterday,  did  not  forget  to  address  to 
me  a  fe^  word^  on  tbia  topic;  but  1  got  rid  of  him  by  a], 
lading  to  the  rumours  which  arc  also  prevalent  that  England 
is  desirous  of  making  peace  nitb  Spain.  .  .  . 

I  do  not  fail,  on  all  occasions,  to  insist  on  the  great  im- 
porCanoe  it  i»  to  England  to  tre«.t  the  Catholies  well ;  and 
their  oonditiou  has  not  become  worse  under  the  present  Pro- 
taotor ;  most  of  the  priests  who  were  prisoners  have  been 
releaBcd,  and  if  tbe  Secretary  of  State  grants  me  the  libera- 
tioa  of  three  for  whom  I  have  interceded^  the  one  whom  the 
Queen  of  England  has  recommended  will  be  set  at  liberty,  am 
no  others  have  been  arrested.  Lord  Henry  Cromwell  has 
also  liberated  several  in  Ireland  at  my  request,  and  by  his 
lett*r,  gave  me  reason  to  hope  the  Catholics  will  be  more 
fiiTOorably  treated  ;  and  those  of  Ireland  as  well  as  of  England 
may  hope  much  from  the  inclinations  of  the  Protector^  nho^ 
in  regard  to  religion,  follows  the  example  of  his  father,  ami 
declares  himself  the  partisan  of  no  particular  creed,  so  tlmt 
he  may  liave  them  all  on  his  side. 
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21.]  M.  D£  BoRDB^DX  TO  CaADINAL  MaZARIK. 

January  IG,  1650. 
My  Lord, 

After  many  postponements,  the  Sccrctarv  of  State  and  the 
Keeper  of  the  Seals  came  to  me  at  last  this  afternoon,  and 
(the  latter  acting  as-  spokesman)  declared  to  mc  that  the  Pro- 
tector had  received  in  good  part,  and  as  a  mark  of  tlie  estecnt 
of  the  King  and  of  your  Emiuence^  the  communication  which 
I  had  made  to  him  respecting  the  advances  of  Spain,  aiwl  the 
disposition  of  his  Majesty  in  regard  to  peace;  on  which  point 
also  they  would  not  disavow  to  me  that  his  Highness  had  been 
solicited  from  various  sources,   that  he  had  always  rejected 
those  solicitations^  ao  aa  not  to  detach  himself  from  France, 
and  that  now,  as  hia  Majesty  deemed  that  it  was  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  State  to  make  an  acoommodation  on  reasonable 
conditioTiSj  his  Highness  fully  concurred  in  his  views  and  was 
ready  to  agree  to  a  special  treaty ^  which  should  be  preliminary 
to  the  general  treaty :  that»  in  the  meanwhile^  his  Higlmess 
having  remarked  that,  when  urging  the  return  of  Mr.  Lock- 
hart,  I  had  spoken  of  the  approaching  campaign  and  of  ro- 
establifihiug  the  corpe  of  English  infantry,  he  had  also  directed 
them  to  enter  into  conference  with  me  respecting  the  renewal 
of  the  last  treaty,  as  it  was  necessary  to  take  measures  early, 
and  to  agree  on  the  plans  to  be  esecnted  by  the  army  in 
Flanders.     Tliis  last  proportion,  coming  so  immediately  after 
so  general  an  answer  to  the  principal  point  urged  by  me  at 
my  last  audience,  havijig  led  me  to  suspect  that  the  Protector 
and  his  commissioners  had  not  rightly  interjireted  what  1  had 
told  them  regarding  the  negotiation  of  M*  Pimcntel,  or  that, 
in  consequence  of  the  state  of  domestic  aSairs  in  England 
not  pcnmtting  them  to  adopt  any  resolution  on  a  matter  of 
so  much  importance  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  in 
order  to  elude  the  full  explanation  which  your  Eminence  is 
de&iroua  to  obtain,  they  would  propose  ct>nfercnecs  in  rc^gard 
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k>  a  preliminary  trentj  as  well  aa  to  the  campaign :  I  did  all 
I  ooold  to  |ienoade  diem  that  his  Majesty  deaircd  the  rctiiru 
of  Mr.  JjotAshartf  or  of  some  other  person  whom  the  Protector 
night  please  to  acnd  into  France  to  represent  hia  claims,  only 
m  order  to  make  knowti  those  claims  to  the  aaSd  M.  Pimentel, 
mod  to  induce  Spain  to  aatisfV  themj  if  she  desired  peace  with 
FrsDoe,  before  any  public  ne^tiation  was  entered  upon.     I 
■Ibo  icnewed  to  tbem  the  offer  which  I  had  made  to  tiie  Fro- 
tactOTj  that^  in  case  bis  affairs  obliged  him  to  make  a  specdj 
aMonmodation,  his  Majesty,  in  order  to  promote  the  eonda- 
floti  of  peace,  would  waire  his  own  privileges  a:«.  far  as  pro- 
ytiety  allowed ;  and  in  order  to  remote  all  pretext  for  nnne- 
cesMffy  ddftys,  I  aasured  thetn  that  not  only  would  the  King 
bind  tdmaelf  by  a  treaty  i^  make  no  accommodation  without 
the  coKtCurreiice  of  KngLand^  and  under  the  mutual  guarantee 
oi  the  two  countries^  but  that  your  Eminence  had  already  de- 
prived the  said  M,  Pimentcl  of  all  hope  of  detaching  one  from 
(be  oth^  country ;  and  that  therefore,  as  no  difficulty  ctiuld 
anae  aa  to  the  treaty  which  the  oommj&s.ioners  call  prelimi- 
nary, nothing  ought  now  to  prevent  the  English  Government 
from  making  known  its  intentions  to  me  at  once,  in  order 
that  your  Eminence  m^ht  be  in  a  position  to  speak  of  them 
wHh    precision^  when  M.  Pimentcl   pays  a  second  visit   to 
France.     I  begged  the  commissioners  to  treat  me  with  the 
same  fhmkncBS  and  sincerity  that  the  Protector  must  have 
remarked  iu  the  Kin^g^s  proceedings  towards  him,  and  to  feet 
eonfident  that  your  Eminence  never  acted  otherwitse  than  mth 
m  new  to  advance  the  common  welfare  of  France  and  England, 
to  both  of  which  countries  peace  might  be  equally  ueccssiLrv. 
It  vaa  neoesaory,  I  added,  to  take  advantage  of  the  present 
oonjoncture,  and  of  the  unfortunate  condition  of  Spain,  in 
order  to  make  peace  with  greater  honour  and  profit-     Tliis 
lauguage  having  given  them  a  challenge  to  speak  rather  more 
openly  than  they  bad  hitherto  done,  aUcr  having  oonfened 
Lo^ctbcr,  tht-y  told  me  that  they  had  some  scruples  iu  the 
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business;  and  aTDong  other  things  tbey  suggested  that  pro- 
priety would  not  allow  England  to  make  her  demantls  before 
Spain  had  made  hers  ;  that  it  was  uot  the  custom  for  one 
State  to  treat  by  meaiia  of  another,  although  its  ally;  that 
furthermore,  it  woiild  be  time  enough  to  scud  an  ambassador 
to  negotiate  the  peace,  when  conferences  had  been  agreed  on ; 
and  that  the  Protector  would  then  explain  his  claims:  and 
they  ui^ed  me  again  to  declare  my  answer  regarding  the 
treaty  for  the  conduct  of  the  campaign,  on  which  I  had  as 
yet  said  nothing.  T  satis'fied  them  on  all  these  poiut^  by 
citing  the  example  of  what  had  occurred  between  France  and 
other  allied  States  in  mo&t  ancient  treaties  of  peace,  and  a«* 
Buring  them  that  there  was  more  glory  than  dishonour  in 
being  the  first  to  propose  conditions  instead  of  receiving  them, 
uot  to  mention  that  it  was  sufficiently  notorious  that,  even  if 
we  made  advances  to  Spain,  it  would  not  be  Irom  any  fear  of 
her  power ;  that  moreover  it  waa  very  usual  to  make  use  of 
the  mediation  of  firiends  in  the  assertion  of  claims,  and  even 
to  agree  together  on  those  on  which  stress  is  to  be  laid,  espe- 
cially when  Iwth  States  are  B^grecd  aa  to  the  guarantee  of  the 
treaty  wliich  is  to  be  made;  that  the  King  would  not  make 
any  difficulty,  under  similar  circumstances,  aljout  discovering 
his  wieJiea  to  the  Protector;  but  that  if  his  Highness  was 
anwilliiig  to  treat  his  Majesty  with  the  same  confidence,  he 
might  order  Mr.  Lockhart  to  emjdoy  such  reserve  as  he  might 
think  fit ;  and  with  regard  to  the  public  assembly  of  the  mi- 
nisters of  all  the  nations  interested  in  negotiating  peace,  I 
said  there  was  no  hoiH?  that  any  sneh  meeting  could  take  place 
until  the  principal  existing  difficulties  had  been  airangcfl,  for 
fear  lest  the  same  inconveniences  should  ensue  wluch  bad  oe^ 
curred  in  the  negotiation  of  the  Treaty  of  Muuater,  when  the 
chief  object  of  Spain  was  to  alienate  the  allies  of  France; 
tliat  moreover,  I  had  not  demanded  the  apijointnicnt  of  on 
amba5«ador  tn  trejit  openly  of  [xiacc,  but  merely  that  some 
one  should  be  sent,  sufficiently  well  iiifonue4l  of  his  High- 
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fs  intentiotis,  to  declare  tbem  if  occasion  required ;  and  I 
"agBia  urged  the  said  commissioiLers  to  persuade  the  Protector 
tp  set  aside  all  these  ecmples,  and  candidly  to  declare  to  me 
at  onoe  whether  he  wiahes  to  enter  into  an  acooiiiiiiudation» 
and  if  vDch  he  his  wi»h,  to  make  knowu  his  interests  in  the 
natter^  as  it  is  not  posisible  for  the  Bliiig  to  aroid  graving  some 
iefinite  uisirer  to  Pimentel  if  lie  returns  to  France,  without 
exposing  bimaclf  to  the  charge  of  having  rejected  peace,  which 
would  ttum  to  the  great  prejudice  of  France,  and  to  the  ad- 
TVDtage  of  Spain.  The  said  commissioners  again  withdrew, 
lod  before  giving  me  an  answer,  inqoired  of  me  whether  we 
■boaU  proceed  to  an  accommodation  in  raise  Spain  refused  to 
miiafy  the  demands  of  England.  I  told  them  that^  as  the 
King  ««s  Dftt  willing  to  treat  without  England,  he  hoped  that 
(he  PrntectoT  would  reduce  his  claims  within  reasonable 
boouda;  or  otherwise  we  should  be  engaged  in  a  perpetual 
warikie,  which  France  would  find  it  difficult  to  czury  ou. 
Tbey  then  told  me»  in  very  precise  terms,  that  at  present 
they  could  not  gire  me  all  the  explanations  which  jour 
Emtneuce  desires,  but  that  in  a  few  days  I  should  receive 
them ;  that  Mr.  Lockhart  should  have  orders  to  proceed  to 
France;  and  that  I  might  rest  satisfied  that  the  Protesctor 
VM  diaposed  towards  peace.  Ou  receiving  this  answer,  I 
fBOommended  that  no  time  should  be  lost,  and  represented 
the  neoeasitf  of  oombg  to  a  speedy  determination.  Tlic  said 
cxnnniiasioners  immediately  reverted  to  the  treaty  for  the 
Rgulatioa  of  the  campaign^  and  inquired  whether  I  had  not 
puticidar  instructions  in  regard  to  it.  I  assured  them  that 
vatu*  Eminence  was  waiting  to  confer  with  Mr,  Lockhart 
on  the  subject,  and  had  tlierefore  i>YTitteu  to  me  only  in  ge- 
neral terms  regarding  it,  aJid  that  I  only  knew  that  your 
Eminence  waa  desirous  to  rcudcr  the  Engluli  corps  as  com. 
plete  as  possible;  but  that  if  they  had  any  special  object  in 
view,  if  they  would  inform  me  of  it,  I  would  communicate  it 
to  bis  Majesty.     The  eotumissioiier»  accepted  this  OTerture, 
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ELud  also  lx>ggod  me  to  request  that  inBtructiotifi  might  be  sent 
to  me ;  aud  that,  in  the  meanwhile,  they  would  not  omit  to 
draw  up  gome  scheme,  and  communicate  it  to  me.  I  can 
draw  no  conclusion  from  all  thoLr  speeches,  both  in  regard  to 
the  treaty  of  peace  and  to  the  treaty  for  the  conduct  of  the 
campai^  (which  they  are  so  desirous  to  renew),  unless  it  be 
that,  although  the  Protector  cannot  avoid  au  accommodation 
with  Spain,  unless  lus  affairs  change  their  aspect,  he  is  never- 
theless unable  to  determine  on  any  specific  course  before  the 
meeting  of  Pajliameut ;  and  that  not  being  the  master  in  hia 
Council,  without  whose  participation  and  advice  few  matters 
are  decided,  he  has  not  thought  tit  to  bring  this  affidr  before 
them,  for  fear  that,  after  havijig  discussed  it,  they  might  adopt 
some  resolution  at  variance  with  his  owu  private  designs.  It 
may  also  somewhat  influence  his  conduct,  tliat  a  war  with  Spain 
might  serve  aa  a  pretext  for  obtaining  money  from  the  people  of 
England,  and  for  this  reason  be  i«  unwilling  to  commence  nego- 
tiations so  soon  ;  or  perhaps,  as  the  Protector  has  summoned 
the  Parliament,  in  order  to  use  its  power  against  a  portion  of 
the  army  which  openly  opposes  hia  authority,  he  is  of  opiiuon 
tliat  he  will  render  himself  more  agrecublc  to  that  body,  by 
leaving  it  to  decide  on  the  question  of  peace  or  war  But 
whatever  his  motive  may  be,  it  is  very  probable  that  his  com- 
missioners only  came  with  a  view  to  keep  me  quiet ;  and  not^ 
withstanding  the  care  I  took  to  make  tliem  understand  thnt  it 
was  necessary  either  to  send  back  Mr.  Lockhart,  or  by  some 
other  means  to  make  known  the  claims  of  the  Protector,  he 
will  postpone  doing  either  until  the  meeting  of  Parliament. 
I  am  confirmed  in  this  opinion  by  the  assurance  which  the 
commissioners  gave  me  that  they  had  commmiieated  the  ar- 
rival of  M.  Pimcutel  to  no  one ;  and  it  ia  certain  that,  al- 
though the  Protector  has  great  confidence  in  these  two  minis- 
ters, the  three  would  not  dare  to  adopt  any  resolution  on  an 
affair  of  so  much  consequence,  Conficquently  the  proposition 
wliich  they  make  of  a  prcluniuai'y  treaty,  before  giving  any 
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eBpJBfwHop  in  legud  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  can  only  be  con- 
■idered  aft  an  crertnte  made  vith  a  view  to  gain  time ;  and 
wTth  if^ard  to  tbe  treaty  for  the  eondnjct  of  the  campai^,  on 
vhidi  tliey  insist  «o  v&rmly^  I  think  that  their  object  U  to  aac 
it  far  the  pnipoae  of  conrincing  the  Parliament  that  the  Pro- 
tector is  stin  pledged  to  iiurnr  great  expenses,  and  to  airaken 
hopes  of  oonqTicst  in  Flanders  by  the  oontinuatioD  of  the  war 
with  SpaiQ,  which  will  probably  coincide  with  the  views  of 
of  the  members,  and  induce  them  to  open  their  pnraes 
itibenlly.  But  if  yoiir  Eminence  thinks  it  desirable  to  avail 
joandf  of  these  dispositions  in  order  to  obtain  troops  from 
^ta^and,  and  abo  to  pled^  the  Government  to  make  no  accom- 
modation with  Spain  except  in  conjunction  with  France,  and 
imdcr  the  guaiantee  of  peace,  it  will  be  necessary  to  lose  no 
tbDCj  for  i^ar  the  Parliament,  which  will  have  less  eonsidera- 
tkm  for  the  Protector's  interest  than  for  the  repose  of  the 
nstifn,  may  deem  it  more  advantageous  to  treat  singly  and 
Bordy,  than  to  remain  for  ever  bound  to  France.  I  foresee 
that  in  the  campaign -treaty^  some  other  place  will  be  stipulated 
for,  not  only  on  account  of  the  reputation  of  such  a  conquest, 
bat  in  order  to  obtain  from  the  conntry  the  means  of  sup- 
porting a  garrison,  the  expense  of  which  is  vctj  burdensome. 
I  mi^it  also,  with  equal  (^rtainty,  afi&rm  that  En^land^  in  any 
general  treaty,  will  be  satisfied  with  retaining  the  cooquests 
wlaic^  ^e  may  then  possess  in  Flanders.  The  late  Protector 
naed  to  flatter  the  merchants  with  hopes  of  trade  with  the  West 
Indies  in  return  for  the  restoration  of  Jamaica,  but  the  pre- 
sent Government  has  no  such  lofty  views,  nor  is  ite  power 
firmly  enough  established  to  warrant  such  preteu«ons.  All 
the  information  which  I  have  received  since  the  outbreak  of 
dirisioiia  among  the  officers  of  the  army,  is  uniform  in  decla- 
ring d&at  they  cannot  avoid  complving  with  the  wishes  of  the 
people,  who  are  strongly  inclined  towards  peace.  This  neces- 
sity leads  m£  to  believe  that  the  interest  of  England  cannot 
long  stand  in  the  way  of  a  general  accontmotiation,  juul  that 
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some  meaBtire&  may  still  be  taken  towards  that  end,  while 
waiting  for  the  Protector  to  explain  His  \iows  more  fHlly.  I 
would  give  an  exact  report  of  all  that  occurred  at  the  audleEioe 
which  he  o^anted  xae,  if  it  threw  any  light  on  his  plans ;  but 
the  interview  merely  consisted,  on  my  part^  in  an  exact  rela^ 
tion  of  the  propositioiis  of  M,  Pimontel.  of  the  opinion  which 
your  Einiucnce  had  formed  of  them,  and  of  the  whole  con- 
tents of  your  letter  of  the  17th  of  last  month  j  to  which  the 
Protector  replied  in  general  terms,  expressive  of  his  gratitude 
to  the  King  and  to  your  EniineneCj  with  the  assurance  that 
he  would  endeavour  to  act  correspondiu|^ly  with  so  obliging 
a  communication  ;  without  however  entering  into  particulars 
re-ganling  the  affuirs  wliich  I  had  made  known  to  him,  he 
deferred  further  explanations  until  he  had  communicatcil  with 
his  Council.  T  expeetcd  nothing  more;  and  I  should  even 
have  been  satisfied  to  confer  on  the  matter  with  the  Keeper  of 
the  Seals  and  the  Secretar}'  of  State,  if  it  had  not  appeared 
to  me  that  the  Protector  might  have  been  ofl*ended  at  such 
conduct  on  my  part.  The  former  of  these  ministers  was  his 
mouthpiece  on  the  occaeion,  while  the  other  served  to  divert 
the  attention  of  two  members  of  the  Coimcil,  of  whose  pre- 
sence he  bad  been  unable  to  rid  himself.  When  I  entered  for 
my  audience,  although  I  had  intimated  to  them  that  I  wished 
to  see  them  alone,  and  they  had  kept  me  waiting  some  time, 
their  embarrassment  was  su  great  that  the  Keeper  of  the  Seals 
hinted  to  me  to  speak  on  some  indifferent  subject,  in  case  the 
intruders  should  not  have  enough  discretion  to  withdraw.  But 
I  was  not  put  to  this  trouble.  The  said  commissioners,  before 
leaving,  gave  me  the  treaty  of  guarantee  respecting  the  suc- 
cour to  Sweden,  with  but  little  alteration  in  the  articles  w  liicb 
I  had  submitted  to  them  j  they  have  merely  added  a  clause  by 
which  England  reserves  to  herself  liberty  to  treat  with  the 
King  of  Sweden,  which  is  subject  to  some  explanation  ;  for  it 
is  not  reasonable  that,  if  England  makes  any  special  engage- 
ment with  that  Prince,  from  wluch  she  derives  sny  advantage. 
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ng  should  guarantee  the  consequences  and  events  which 
esuit  from  such  an  cugagemetLtj  tinder  the  pretext  that 
dtf  saenrar  now  sent  was  the  original  cause  of  it.     I  make 
■o  doubt  th»tj  at  our  first  conference,  we  shall  agree  that,  if 
■ay  ti«aty  is  made,  it  shall  be  made  with  his  Majeaty^a  parti- 
dpcdoD,  and  thus  this  a6air  will  be  quickly  settled.     But 
whatener  we  maj  determine,  in  order  to  secure  the  King  of 
Svedm  against  the  danger  in  which  he  ia  now  placed,  Eng- 
land curnot  send  any  assistance  until  the  month  of  March ; 
■ad  bot  lor  the  ice,  the  Swedish  fleet  would  have  been  entirely 
ndnedy  before  the  arrival  of  the  English  squadron,  which,  the 
oommrnkmers  affirm,  has  prevented  the  departure  of  the  re- 
infcrcementB  &om  UoUaud ;  whence  we  may  infer  that  the 
Stfttea-General  will  seriously  deteruunc  to  advocate  peace,  uu« 
len  uy  clumge  dccutb.     Public  opinion  hera  aMert»  that  the 
Partiament  may  produce  some  very  important  changes,  and  it 
ia  evident,  &om  the  elections  which  have  already  taken  place, 
Uiat  the  mofit  factious  members  of  the  Long  Parliament,  and 
several  cashiered  officers  of  the  army,  arc  to  resume  their  scats. 
General  Fairfax  is  one  of  the  number  j  some  even  imagine 
that  tbe  Presbyterians  have  designedly  strained  every  nerve 
to  get  them^^lvcs  elected ;  and  if  they  do  not  6nd  them^ves 
itiOD^  enough  to  form  a  government  of  their  own,  they  intend 
to  aide  with  the  Protector  against  the  army.     Although  these 
dtlEemicea  are  not  very  dangerous,  the  pn^ent  Government 
will  aaearedly  find  it  difficult  more  especially  to  retain  the  new 
Uoose  of  Lords,  created  by  the  late  Protector.     This  will  be 
the  fiiBt  attunblingblock.     The  members  irom  Ireland  and 
Seotlsid  will  also  run  great  risk  of  being  expelled,  os  it  is 
contrary  to  usage  that  they  should  be  admitted  into  the  Par- 
liament of   England.     These  retrenchments  will   greatly  di- 
mini^h  the  number  of  friends  of  the  government,  which  will 
prolMhly  be  supported  by  all  men  of  pacific  intentions.  Tliroe 
hundred  recruits  have  latterly  been  sent  to  Dunkirk;  their  em- 
barkatioa  took  place  as  soon  as  they  had  beca  dmftod  from 
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the  old  it^ments,  for  fear  of  a  mutiuyj  ba  foreign  service  ia 
not  so  agreeable  as  service  in  England. 

Your  EmiDcuce  will  doubtless  Have  reccivedi  the  same  infor- 
mation which  haa  rcj»chcd  xa  here  of  the  arrival  of  the  Indies 
Acet  at  the  Canary  lalauda :  if  the  news  be  true,  it  was  uever 
so  richly  laden  j  rumour  tells  of  forty-five  million&  of  piastrefl> 
of  which  only  eight  millioiis  were  registered ;  bat  the  officcra 
searched  all  tlie  ships  so  strictly  that  they  found  forty  mil* 
lions :  tliis  is  the  news  of  the  Eschangc  in  London,  to  which 
I  have  nothing  to  addj  c:f:cept  that  I  am  ^ith  rcspccti  etc. 

Aft  it  was  impossible  to  send  the  present  letter  by  the  last 
post,  I  may  add  that,  since  I  wrote  it^  the  Secretary  of  State 
has  agreed  to  omit  from  the  gnarantce-treaty  the  article  which 
he  had  added,  but  that  he  has  said  nothing  more  about  gi^ng 
me  the  explanations  which  his  last  visit  led  me  to  expect.  The 
same  report  which  1  have  already  mentiotied,  about  the  arrival 
of  tlie  Indies  fleets  btill  coittinue  cun-eut  j  and,  as  regards  the 
internal  vMvm  of  England^  everything  remains  iu  the  same 
atato» 


22.]         M.  ns  Bordeaux  to  Cardinal  Maearin. 

January  30,  1659. 

My  Lord, 

I  can  merely  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  letter  with] 
which  your  Eminence  ha«  honoiu:^d  me,  bearing  date  the  Hth 
of  this  mouth,  aa  it  was  delivered  to  me  so  late  today  that  I 
have  not  hafi  time  to  decipher  it*    Neither  can  I  today  inform 
you  of  the  views  of  the  Protector  on  those  affairs  iu  respect  ] 
to  which  I  have  recently  had  conferences  witii  the  Secretary 
of  State,  although  he  caroe  to  see  me  this  evening  with  the] 
Keeper  of  the  Seals;  they  have  postponed  giving  me  such 
explanations  as  the  present  juncture  will  allow,  and  also  sig;!!" 
iiig  the  guarantee- treaty,  until  Satiudsy;  in  accordance  with 
the  intitructions  I  have  reocivcd  from  the  Count  dc  Brienne,  I 
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r  them  tliat  orderB  might  be  sent  to  Mr.  Downing  to 
to  the  St^f^General  that  England  hanng  regard 
to  the  Duke  of  Nenborg,  it  would  offend  his  HighnesB  bb  well 
Majesty  if  tbey  were  to  enter  upon  a  war  with  him, 
ther  bad  cause  to  do  so,  which  that  Prince  will  doubt* 
Atnid  ginug  them.  This  interference  has  been  promised^ 
■lioiild  it  be  necca^ajj,  I  wilt  urge  tbem  to  act  warmly  on 
bdiftll  The  said  conuniasionere  told  me  that  they  had  no 
from  the  north,  except  that  the  King  of  Sweden  has  gone 
Fredericksoord,  and  tbey  irirther  assured  me  that  the  Elec- 
of  Brandeahnrg  ha&  declared  that  he  would  not  make  any 
aecDOunodation  without  the  consent  of  the  Emperor;  the 
King  of  Dcmnafkf  there  is  reason  to  believe,  will  enter  into 
hift  Ticwfi,  and  we  shall  in  Odnsequence  hare  no  icsource  but 
to  •cod  a  naral  armament  aa  soon  aa  the  sea  is  free.  The 
Protector  declares  that  he  19  resolved  to  do  this.  There  was 
£iiglish  Knight^  esteemed  a  good  seaman,  who  was  engaged 
the  serrice  of  Sweden,  and  bad  sailed  on  board  the  Engliah 
fleet ;  but  the  bad  weather  hanng  forced  it  to  return,  he  now 
to  carry  out  bis  ori^nal  design,  and  so  do  all  the  offi- 
ho  were  engaged  with  him ;  whence  it  may  be  inferred 
Uiat  the  afiairs  of  that  Prince  are  not  in  a  prosperous  oondi- 
tkm. 

1  hare  at  present  no  newa  to  write  of  English  afl^rs,  except 
that  there  appears  to  be  a  great  number  of  members  of  Par- 
icot  inclined  to  peace,  and  that  the  party  of  those  who  are 
tutCDted  with  the  government  will  probably  be  numeric 
lly  the  weakest. 


M.  DB  Bordeaux  to  Caabinal  Mazaris. 

My  Lord, 
My  preceding  letter  will  have  informed  your  Eminence  that 
the  commi$BioQers  of  his  Highness  were  to  have  vidted  me  on 
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tlie  day  before  jesterday.  This  interview  was  however  postponec! 
until  this  cvenlngj  when  they  brought  me  the  guarantee-treaty, 
which  we  signed,  and  in  execution  of  M'hich  we  are  to  send 
letters,  by  a  ship  which  will  sail  tomorrow,  to  the  Clicvalier 
de  Terlou  and  the  Enghah  Resident,  directing  them  to  exert 
their  influence  with  both  the  King  of  Sweden  and  the  King  of 
Denmark  j  but,  in  order  to  give  more  effect  to  their  inter- 
ference, it  is  thought  ad\*iBable  to  send  them  letters  accredit- 
ing them  to  the  latter  of  these  two  Princes.  We  have  not 
thought  it  our  duty  to  take  any  certiuu  measures  regarding 
the  particular  conditions  of  this  accommodation,  before  we  sxe 
informed  of  tlie  state  of  affairs  in  the  north;  it  aHU  howevi^H 
rest  Ti'ith  the  ministers  of  France  and  England  to  adapt  the^^ 
conduct  to  present  circumstance*.  I  sljall  write  to  this  effect 
to  the  Chevalier  de  Terlon,  who  may  threaten  tlie  King  of 
Sweden  with  the  ahandonmeut  of  France,  and  tlie  King  of 
Denmark  with  her  power,  if  he  thinks  it  will  be  otherwise  im- 
possible to  induce  them  to  make  peace.  The  Euglish  Kesi- 
dent  will  speak  in  the  same  terms ;  and  they  will  both  he  also 
informed  that,  in  case  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg  and  the 
King  of  Poland  refuse  to  make  an  aceouimodation  without  the 
concurrcuce  of  the  Emperor,  they  must  address  themselves 
cliiefly  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  whose  necesaiti^  ore  mo^^| 
urgent;  and  if  their  endeavours  are  successful,  they  must  pro- 
cure the  rejection,  or  at  least  such  an  explanation,  of  the  ar- 
ticle in  the  Treaty  of  Roeskild  which  refere  to  the  passage  of 
the  Sound  by  the  ships  of  other  nations,  that  the  trade  of 
France  and  England  may  suffer  no  injury.  We  alao  agreed 
at  the  same  time  to  communicate  to  the  States- General  the 
reisolution  wluch  has  been  adopted  by  the  Kiiig  and  the  Prq^| 
tector.  Explanatioua  have  already  been  given  on  the  subject 
to  Mr,  Nieuport,  their  arahassador,  who,  doubtless  on  iufor* 
mation  of  the  treaty,  came  two  days  ago  to  assure  me  that  he 
was  authorized  to  biud  his  superiors  to  unite  with  us,  agaiust 
whichever  of  the  aaid  Princes  shouhl  refu^  to  make  peace  on 
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aioiUhle  tcrros,  I  aesored  hiro  that  it  wottld  be  very  agrees 
Me  to  bis  ^kCajest;^  for  them  to  take  tsach  a  coursCj  and  rc- 
iemd  luoi  to  tbe  Secretary  oi'  St^tc^  in  order  that  his  High- 
ttm,  heaoisg^  of  tUis,  might  appoint  commifi^ioiiera,  and  that 
vc  might  airange  the  matter  without  forthcr  Iocs  of  time  ;  but 
it  tsraed  out  that  he  had  no  powers  or  precise  iiLstxuctionB  oa 
the  subject,  and  that  the  States-General  had  sui  idea  of  settling 
Uk  daims  of  the  Dorthem  Prtnoes  iu  accordance  with  the 
IVeatf  of  Bransber^.  in  the  year  1645,  without  any  regard  to 
tint  of  RoeskiM  i  which  has  given  rise  to  tlic  opiuion  hcre» 
tbe  advances  made  by  the  said  ambassador  were  not  to  be 
scrioualj,  and  that,  before  entering  into  any  particu- 
hn  with  him,  it  was  necessary  that  a  change  should  take  place 

Ilis  TieiTB.  Socb  a  change  may  probably  be  produced  by 
present  treaty.  I  ehall  not  fail  to  cottimimicate  it  to  M, 
de  Thou  by  tbe  next  post.  I  have  also  undertaken  to  make 
koom  to  the  King  of  Poland  and  the  Elector  of  Branden- 
burg; by  means  of  the  French  ministeTS,  as  Eng'laud  lias  no 
leywawaitatires  at  their  Conrts,  the  lare  and  diligence  wc  are 
AtmrooA  of  employing  in  order  to  reconcile  them  with  Sweden; 
and  the  Secretary  of  State^  in  his  next  despatch  to  ^fr. 
Dowuiiig,  intends,  in  conformity  with  these  steps,  to  order 
htm  to  InterpOBe  his  good  offices  to  prevent  the  United  Pro- 
rizicei  from  engaging  in  hostilities  a^inat  the  Duke  of  Neu- 
burg.  After  all  these  instructions  hare  been  sent^  nntil  news 
arrii'e&  irom  Zealand,  nothing  further  can  be  done  in  this  busi- 
nen^  After  making  these  arrangements,  tbe  K^per  of  the  Seals 
told  me  that  hh  Highness  had  commanded  him  to  reiterate  to 
ne  that  he  felt  himself  greatly  obliged  by  the  communieatton 
vhich  I  had  made  to  htm  both  of  the  overtures  of  M,  Pimcntcl, 
and  of  the  solicitations  of  the  Elector  of  Mayence ;  but  t}iat, 
before  any  resolution  conld  he  adopted  here  in  reference  to 
■wM^in^  an  ambassador  to  Aug&burg^  and  making  known  the 
dahlia  of  England,  it  would  be  necessary  to  con^iU  as  to  tlu? 
laeana   of  resisting  the   great    prL*paratioi^  which  Simiu    ia 
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makiag  in  Flanders^  nfliich  would  seem  to  threaten  Dunkirk 
with  a  siege  before  our  armies  have  taken  the  field.  This 
language,  corresponding  with  tliat  which  1  hftd  already  heard, 
eoufirmed  me  in  the  opinion  I  already  entertained  that  the 
Protector  was  unahle  to  come  to  any  decision  until  after  the 
first  few  ineetiitgB  of  Parliament ;  and  I  thonght  it  ray  duty 
to  complain  to  the  commissioners  for  speaking  to  nic  nith  so 
little  candour^  and  not  declaring  plainly  that  his  Highness 
could  not  just  now  give  his  attention  to  the  peace,  so  that  the 
King  might  accommodate  his  proceedings  to  the  necessitica 
of  the  Protector's  affairs ;  whereas^  by  uaiug  so  much  reserve^ 
we  were  left  to  conceive  distrust ;  that  all  these  delays  were 
interposed  in  order  that,  in  the  meanwhile,  it  might  be  asccr- 
taitied  whether  Spain  woidd  not  grant  England  some  more 
advantageous  conditions,  if  she  made  peace  apart  from  France; 
that,  at  aJl  events,  the  treaty  for  the  management  of  the  cam- 
paign need  not  prevent  our  giving  mutual  c^tplanations  in 
regard  to  the  peace,  any  more  than  the  meeting  at  Auggburg 
would  prevent  the  junction  of  our  troopa,  which  alone  were 
capable  of  extracting  advantageous  conditions  from  the  enemy, 
and  of  arresting  the  progress  of  their  designs  in  Flanders, 
which  need  not  awaken  apprchensiojiB  in  respect  to  Dunkirk, 
as  the  town  could  not  be  besieged  without  a  &cah  army,  more 
powerful  thau  that  of  England  ;  that  I  had  already  informed 
your  Eminence  of  his  Higlmcss's  desire  in  this  respect,  and 
that,  in  all  probability,  in  a  few  days  I  should  receive  orders  to 
confer  with  them  on  the  subject,  aud  to  agree  on  some  plau 
of  a  feasible  and  reasonable  character  ^  that  in  the  meanwhile 
they  ought  not  to  scruple  to  tell  me  whether  his  Highness 
could  not  explaiu  his  views  respecting  a  general  peace  before 
the  opening  of  Parliament,  in  order  that  I  might  write  with 
some  ceitainty  to  my  Court;  and  that  his  Majesty,  who  had 
answered  for  England,  might  in  future  speak  more  definitely 
as  to  her  intentions ;  and  I  gave  them  at  the  same  time  to 
understand  that,  if  they  long  deferred  declaring  themselves, 
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aaroommcfti  eaetnies  would  deriTe  great  advantagea  from  it, 
and  wDold  iMt  fail  to  insinuate  to  aII  ttie  pnnceft  of  Genaany 
iksty  snder  the  name  of  our  allies,  we  were  crcctiug  fresh  ob- 
AkIcs  to  peace.  The  oomTniamODepa,  af^r  haviug  conversed 
taigrtlkrr,  at  fimt  ^ve  roe  strong  anoranccs  that  they  had  no 
mtentjon  of  entering  either  ptiblicty  or  secretly  into  any 
tnatj  with  Spain  without  our  coacurreace;  that  his  Ilighneaa 
was  too  gralefiil  for  his  Majesty's  conduct  to  make  an  unfair 
lae  of  it,  aud  that  he  would  neither  receive  nor  liaten  to  any 
yiiipiiaitinnii  of  which  wc  were  not  informed  ;  that  they  must 
utHJ  tlideei  confbas,  without  stating  any  reasons,  that  he  was 
noC  at  present  in  a  positiou  to  adopt  any  filed  resolution,  hut 
Chat  probably  he  would  be  in  a  short  time-  t  received  this 
enUeaskKi,  which  w^  far  more  ingenuous  than  th^Lr  previous 
qiBCfflw^  with  an  assurance  that  the  King  would  endeavour, 
on  Ida  port,  to  keep  everything  in  auflpeuAe  for  a  few  days ; 
and  we  made  each  other  innumerable  protestations  that  we 
woold  remain  as  united  in  the  treaty  of  peare  as  we  had  been 
ill  the  war;  although  in  March  both  nations  are  to  be  at 
liberty  to  arrange  their  own  affairs  separately,  and  to  consult 
their  own  advsLDtagc.  Tliid  ia  all  that  I  was  able  to  obtain 
the  commiBsioDers ;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  be  snr- 
tint  the  Protector  should  delay  hia  decision  until  he 
kaowB  what  his  own  future  condition  is  likely  to  be.  I  had 
farmed  the  same  opinion  sb  I  now  bold  frora  the  very  first 
Mfeswer  that  was  returned  to  me ;  and  two  days  ago,  I  was  in- 
formed that  I  must  expect  nothing  until  af%er  the  first  two 
■wrtmga  of  Parliament.  Tlic  hiot  that  M,  de  Turcnne  had 
given  me,  that  it  was  neceR^ary  that  Mr.  Lockhart  ehotiid  asaist 
OS  with  fire  or^ix  hundred  men  from  his  garrison^  if  Oudenarde 
were  besieged^  gave  me  occasion  to  request  the  Secretary  of 
State  that  orders  to  this  eifect  might  l>e  scut  to  Dunkirk ;  he 
gave  me  reason  to  hoiM-  that  this  should  be  done,  and  that, 
gcncraUy,  wc  might  dispose  of  anything  in  the  power  of  his 
H%i™i^—  to  grant.    Dut  he  fean  that  the  garrison  of  Dunkirk 
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is  very  weak,  because  he  has  received  no  news  of  five  cam]>anic8 
thrtt  were  to  pass  from  Flandci's  into  Dunkirk,  although  they 
cniharkccl  some  time  since.  He  also  tokl  me  that  the  com- 
mandant of  the  Hiiglish  who  are  in  winter-quarters  in  one  of 
those  two  towns,  complains  greatly  of  the  had  treatment  they 
receive  from  the  iuhabitantSj  and  1  assured  him  that  ortlcra 
slioidd  he  scut  for  tlicm  to  be  better  treated  in  future.  The 
news  of  the  projects  of  the  Duke  of  York,  aud  tlic  urgent  re- 
quest I  made  that  Mr.  Loekhart  might  he  sent  back  to  the 
court,  put  an  end  to  our  conference ;  secrecy  was  promised  me 
oil  the  first  point,  and  on  the  second  I  wa*  assured  that  orders 
shoidd  be  sent  to  the  said  ambassador  in  a  few  days  to  pay  a 
visit  to  Paris ;  but  ncvertbclcssi  there  was  no  abandonment  of 
the  requE^t  that  had  been  matle  to  me  to  write  to  your  Koiiuence 
regarding  tlic  treaty  for  the  conduct  of  tlie  campaigii,  in  oitlcr 
that  early  measures  might  be  taken  here  for  the  execution  of 
any  plan  that  may  be  resolved  upon :  we  even  spoke  of  recruits 
for  the  English  contingeut,  and  the  commisaiouera  did  not 
intimate  that  his  Highness  would  make  any  difficulty  about 
granting  them.  It  may  also  be  expected  that  he  will  claim  to 
extend  his  conquests  in  the  country,  and  to  draw  from  it  con- 
trihntious  that  may  serve,  in  partj  to  maintain  the  garrison  of 
Dunliii'k.  If  hia  Majesty's  intentions  are  made  known  tomCj 
the  oomraunication  which  I  shall  make  of  them  will  cxi>cdite 
the  adoption  of  resolutions  here ;  and  as  the  Protector  does 
nothing  on  his  own  responsibility,  his  ambassador  will  be  able 
to  take  no  dctcrminatif>n  so  promptly,  or  to  answer  for  his 
present  master  mth  so  much  certainty  as  he  could  have  done 
for  his  late  Highness ;  even  the  Council  has  for  some  time  de- 
ferred all  important  affairs  until  the  meeting  of  Parliament,  tho 
conduct  of  which  excites  so  much  ap]>rehensiou  that  there  m 
already  some  talk  of  breaking  it  up.,  unless  it  submits  entirely 
to  the  government  of  the  present  authorities :  which  may  be 
doubted,  seeiug  the  inclinations  of  the  principal  memljcrs  who 
have  been  elected.     TUcy  profess  so  much  animosity  ag;ainst 


ILLUSTRATIVE    LtlTERS. 


298 


tfe  militia,  auid  so  much  passionate  arHoiir  far  tKe  estalilish- 
nwnt  of  a  oommonwcaltli,  tbat  part  of  the  array,  wluch  ia  now 
iktAched  from  the  Protect<jr's  interest^  may  be  furced  to  rejoin 
Inniy  far  lear  lest,  by  supportiug  \i\a  eucmic«,  it  may  itself  be  in 
ila  turn  destroyed.  If  the  other  re|}orts  which  are  current  with 
regard  Ui  the  eentimenta  of  this  aBsembly  be  true^  they  will 
liaten  fat'ourably  to  the  solicitations  which  the  priucipul  mcr- 
ditiitB  of  England  are  Ukcly  to  make  in  favour  of  peace  with 
Spain.     But  before  they  come  to  that  question,  they  will  have 

wtUe  other  domestic  aflairs,  the  decision  of  whicli  will  either 
or  confirm  the  power  of  the  Protector,  The  account 
wliich  I  have  given  aboTC,  of  all  that  oocnrred  and  was  said 
today  between  the  comoiisaioncrs  of  liis  Highncsa  and  mjr^isclf, 
lenreB  me  nothing  further  to  reply  to  the  contents  of  your 
Eminenoc's  letter  of  the  1 4th  of  Jaouxir}',  except  that  your 
preruras  despatches  have  completely  ilispelled  the  suspicions  and 
jealousies  occasioned  by  the  visit  of  M.  Piracubel  and  the  pre- 
tended journey  of  M.  de  Lionnc^  which  had^  ivith  some  foun- 
datiau  of  reason,  ^ven  umbrage  to  the  English  GoTCmmcnt_, 
until  communication  was  made  to  his  ili«hne&«  of  the  over- 
tures of  Spain ;  he  now  appears  folly  jiersuaded  of  onr  sincerity. 

I  think  it  also  my  duty  to  add  thatj  wiiatcvcr  demonstration 
the  States-General  may  make,  by  means  of  their  ambassador, 
of  their  desire  to  detach  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg  from  the 
House  of  Austria,  if  they  really  bestir  thcmseh^es  to  succeed  in 
this,  it  Tiill  only  be  at  the  last  extremity;  and  when,  at  the 
last  visit  which  their  ambassador  paid  me,  I  expressed  to  him, 
ui  the  course  of  conversation  on  the  subject^  my  opinion  tliat  bia 
nipmors  had  complete  influence  with  that  Prince,  he  strongly 
combated  my  view,  and  made  great  eflforts  to  persuade  rac  that 
the  Elector  now  paid  very  little  deference  to  their  counsels. 
At  regards  the  intention  of  the  province  of  Holland  with  respect 
to  tho  accommodation  of  the  King  of  Denmark,  although  it 
appean  to  be  unchanged,  as  far  as  I  can  learn  from  the  speech 
of  the  above-mentioned  amba&^sador  to  tlie  Secretary  of  State, 
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there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  cngagcmcut  into  wliich  Eug- 
laiid  and  France  have  juat  entered  ynU  banish  all  hopes  of 
dcpriviug  the  Kinj^  of  Sweden  of  all  the  advantages  secured  to 
him  by  the  Treaty  of  Roeskild,  if  he  in  able  to  maintain  himself 
a  little  longer,  and  if  notliing  occurs  in  England  to  prevent  the 
return  of  the  fleet.     1  am,  &c. 

London,  February  6,  1659. 

As  I  was  unable  to  send  off  the  present  letter  by  the  last 
ix)8t,  I  will  add  an  account  of  what  passed  today  at  the  opening 
of  Parliament.  The  members  pi*occeded  to  the  chapel  at  West* 
minateTj  whither  the  Protector  also  repaired  by  water,  accom- 
panied by  his  Council,  his  family,  and  some  officers  of  the  army. 
After  havingheard  the  sermon, he  retired  into  a  roona,  where, the 
new  Lords  and  the  deputies  of  the  Commons  baring  assembled^ 
he  spoke  to  them  standing  and  uncovered,  after  he  had  sate 
down  in  their  presence  for  a  moment  N^-ith  his  hat  on.  The 
oommcnccnicnt  of  his  speech  was  an  exaggerated  statement  of 
the  care  taken  by  the  late  Protector  to  catablish  peace  in  Eng- 
land, and  of  the  condition  in  wliicli  he  had  left  the  country 
at  hia  death  j  he  thm  proceeded  to  set  forth  the  motives  which 
had  iDdiieed  him  to  a&tM^mblc  this  body,  profcssiugthatjalthough 
God  had  called  him  to  the  government,  he  was  unwilling  to  con- 
duct it  by  his  own  unaided  knowledge,  but  wished  to  Ije  assisted 
by  the  advice  of  the  Council  of  the  nation ;  and,  dcseendiag 
into  particulars,  he  represented  the  great  necessity  which  exists 
for  satisfying  the  army,  to  which  great  arrears  are  due,  and  took 
occasion  to  extol  its  extreme  forbearance  and  the  patience  with 
which  it  has  endured  the  delay  of  its  payment.  He  then  sug- 
gested three  points  ou  which  they  would  have  chiefly  to  de- 
liberate ;  the  first  was  the  Protestant  religion,  and  the  means. 
of  repressing  the  disorders  with  which  it  is  alHicted  ;  the  aeeoivd 
was  tlic  interest  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  whose  niiu  he  repre- 
sented would  1m!  both  prcjudifiiil  and  disgracefid  to  Kngiuud, 
aa  his  dowutall  could  not  but  give  ber  enemies  the  meaus  of 
undertaking  enterprises  against  her.    The  third  point  was  the 
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jover  of  the  House  of  Austria,  whicb^  he  eaid,  waa  becoming 
fannidabie  to  the  whole  of  Chrbtendomt  and  more  e&pecially 
to  the  l^otcst&utSj  by  the  apparent  juuctioa  of  the  German 
Iraoch  vith  that  vhicb  rules  in  Spain.  The  end  of  hia  speech 
VIS  an  exhortation  to  imion,  without  which  he  could  expoet  no 
adrantage  firom  their  meeting,  AMipn  the  Protector  had  cou- 
dndedy  the  chief  of  the  Keepers  of  the  Seals  »poke,  and  dwelt 
on  no  other  topic  thau  ttw  ne^ssity  of  unioB.  This  over,  his 
U^uieas  withdrew  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  come^^  and 
the  Pariiameat  proceeded  to  elect  its  Speal^cr,  who  is  one  of 
the  mart  celebrated  lawyers  in  the  nation,  without  tlxere  ap- 
pearing any  diTcnity  of  opiuioa  regarditig  his  election. 


M.  DE  Bordeaux  to  Cardinal  Mazabin. 

Frbruary  10,  1660. 

Jfy  Lordj 

The  letter  which  your  Eminence  did  me  the  honour  to  write 
to  me  ou  the  30th  of  Januarf  has  only  just  been  delivered  to 
me;  I  can  therefore  merely  acknowledge  its  receipt  today,  and 
tbe  next  post  shall  oouvcy  my  answer.  Nor  iihaU  I  now  add 
anything  to  roy  previous  letters,  respecting  the  a^ira  of  which 
^hey  tveftted ;  the  Parliament  occupies  the  attention  of  the 
IfaplMli  government  too  fully  to  allow  the  ministers  of  the 
Oowil  to  gire  any  conaidcration  at  present  to  foreign  afi^rs  i 
this  bowerer  in  no  degree  arises  &om  the  fact  that,  since  the 
opening  of  that  assembly,  of  which  I  informed  your  Eminence, 
any  re9oluti<»i  of  importance  has  been  adopted  by  it.  Its  first 
Rsolntion  was  that  next  Friday  should  be  a  day  of  fasting  and 
bodily  humiliation  j  a  committee  was  then  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  contested  elections,  and  this  morning  the  list  of  mem^ 
bera  was  read^  which  gave  rise  to  a  question  of  considerable 
importence,  namely,  whether  the  t  hirty  representatives  of  Scot- 
land, and  the  same  uumlKr  from  Ireland,  ought  to  be  admitted: 
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those  who  arc-  in  favour  of  their  excltisioii  declare  tliat  tbey  were 
not  summoned  hy  any  act  of  any  previoiw  Parliament,  iiorcveu 
by  establiBlied  usage,  but  that  their  only  title  to  sit  is  an  or- 
dinance of  the  Council  of  StatCj  whose  power  docs  not  extend 
to  the  regnlation  of  ParUaracnts ;  that  moreover  the  imioii  of 
those  two  nations  with  England  has  not  yet  Ix-eii  effected,  and 
they  ouglit  rather  to  be  considered  as  conquered  prownccs ;  ajid 
that,  if  it  were  in  tlie  power  of  tlie  Sovereign  to  add  so  large  \ 
number  of  members,  ho  would  be  the  absolute  master  of  liis 
Parliaments,  beeausCj  hy  the  same  ordinance,  sixty  membets 
are  reputed  to  represent  the  whole  Ijody ;  and  that  he  mi^ht 
dismiss  the  rest  in  imitation  of  the  course  practised  ao  fre^ 
queiitly  by  the  late  Protector.  It  haii  always  been  foresecQd 
that  this  would  lie  a  very  great  difficnlty,  and  it  took  shay 
today ;  tomorrow  it  will  be  discussed  and  will  furnish  an  Of 
portunity  of  discovering  th<:*sc  who  are  well-intentioned  towards 
the  governmeut,  although  some  even  of  these  are  opposedJ 
to  this  innovation,  The  establishment  of  the  Other  House, < 
created  by  the  previous  Parliament^  will  be  ne?tt  discusse^l,  and 
will  meet  with  no  less  opposition;  it  may  therefore  be  safely 
aihrnied,  that  if  the  Protector  gets  these  two  ixiints  decided  in 
aeeordauec  with  his  wishes,  all  the  rest  will  be  very  easy  to  him. 


25.]  M.  UK  Boiii>£AVX  to  Cardinal  Mazahin. 

My  Lord, 

1  hojic  tluit  my  despatches  of  the  7th  and  27th  of  Jamiaryji 
imd  of  the  Gth  of  this  month,  will  put  an  end  to  the  surpria 
whieh  your  Eminence  appears  to  feel,  judging  from  your  letter 
of  the  liOth  iJtinio,  and  that  you  will  perceive  that  1  liave  ac- 
knowledged the  receipt  of  your  previous  letters,  replied  to  their 
contents,  and  given  an  exact  account  of  the  answers  wliieh  the 
Protector's  ministers  have  given  mc.    As  nothing  haa  escaped 
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fhxt  occurred  in  our  conferences,  and  as  T  have  cveu 
IdHflited  upon  the  consideration b  which  helped  me  to  urge  this 
Ouverumcnt  to  come  to  a  prompt  resolution  on  the  ovcrturea 
of  M,  Pimeutel  and  the  schemed  of  the  Elector  of  MayencCj 
I  thiak  I  cannot  better  satisfy  your  Eminence's  expectatione 
thso  by  aendiug  yoo  duplicates  of  my  preceding  letters^  if  your 
odt  AespAtch  to  myi^tf  docs  not  acknowledge  their  receipt. 
Von  win  also  find  expressed  in  them  my  opLniona  with  re^rd 
to  the  diBerent  propositions  of  bis  Highness'a  commissionei^, 
in  confbrmity  with  what  they  afterwards  declared  to  me  them- 
Mlvea  with  considerable  plainness.  Bat  it  was  not  my  expcc- 
talifm  that  hi»  Highness,  though  deferring  his  own  decision 
nntn  the  meeting  of  Parliament^  would  have  communicated  to 
that  body  a  negotiation  which  ought  to  be  kept  secret.  It  was 
nthcr  to  be  presumed  that  the  uncertainty  of  his  condition, 
a&d  the  confidence  that  he  would  profit  by  the  apparent  con- 
tJMEOatiQn  of  the  war^  iu  order  to  establish  the  internal  govem- 
taoit  of  England,  led  hiuj  to  postpone  ginng  the  desired  ex- 
planation. The  Protector's  speech  to  the  Parliament  cannot 
but  con£rm  the  judgment  I  bad  formed;  and  noticing  that 
the  power  of  the  Hou^  of  Austria  and  trade  with  the  Baltic 
Sea  hai-e  served  as  a  pretest  for  the  convocation  of  that  a*- 
§embly  and  the  dernand  of  a  grant  of  money^  there  is  no  reason 
for  astonishment  that  he  explained  himself  in  very  general 
term«,  or  that  Mr.  Lockharfs  journey  has  also  been  deferred 
until  they  can  give  him  positive  infitmctions ;  meanwhile^  the 
dispotttton  which  the  Protector  professes  to  entertain,  and  the 
chums  to  peace  which  it  seems  to  me  he  most  support,  may 
l«ul  to  the  adoption  of  tolerably  certain  m^aures,  until  the 
conduct  of  Parhament  permits  him  to  speak  out  openly,  which 
tboc  ifl  reaaon  to  expect  he  will  do  in  a  few  days.  Aa  far  a« 
regards  the  interests  of  the  northern  Kings,  the  treaty  which 
yooT  Eminence  will  presently  receive  will  prove  that  1  have 
£uthfblly  executed  the  last  orders  which  were  sent  to  me.  A 
eonsidei^tc  number  of  ships  are  now  being  got  ready  in  order 
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to  oppose  the  Dutch,  if  they  detennine  to  assist  the  Kiug  of 
Denmark.  Their  ambassador  however  declares  that  his  onJy 
dcairc  ia  to  promote  a  recouciliation,  and  ycstei^ay  he  came  to 
a^iire  me  that  he  had  ^nt  home  the  declaration  which  I  had 
made  to  him,  after  previous  a^cment  with  the  Secretary  of 
State,  that  if  he  were  empowered  to  confer  with  the  commis- 
aiouers  of  his  Highness  and  myself  with  regard  to  the  means 
of  promotuig  this  accooimodation,  we  shoidd  be  ready  to  meet 
him  at  oncc^  and  even  to  determine  almost  positively  the  con- 
ditions which  each  of  us  would  endeavour  to  induce  oiu*  allies 
to  accept.  He  believes  that  this  overture  will  he  embraced  by 
his  superiors,  but  that  they  cannot  send  an  ambasBador  before 
they  are  iufonned  of  the  present  diapositiou  of  the  King  of 
Swedeiij  ay,  after  what  has  passed  on  both  aides,  there  is  great 
reason  to  doubt  whether  any  mcdiatiou  would  be  agi-eeable. 
The  said  ambassador  went  on  to  tell  me  that  he  had  orders  to 
state  here,  as  M.  Borcl  was  also  instructed  to  do  in  France, 
that  the  United  Proviucca  would  willingly  enter  into  a  defen- 
sive league  with  France  and  England ;  and  when  I  asked  him 
what  might  be  the  object  of  such  aji  alliance,  he  proposed  no 
otlicr  than  the  cessation  of  many  jealousies  which  now  exist 
between  us.  I  did  not  fail  to  suggest  hopes  to  him  that  his 
Majesty  would  joyfully  listen  to  such  a  proposition,  and  to 
assure  him  that  ray  instructions  bound  me  to  employ  all  my 
influence  to  prevent  any  subject  of  misunderstanding  between 
tbem  and  England.  I  had  already,  in  my  preiious  conferences, 
urged  the  commissioners  of  his  Highness  to  settle  the  dispute 
which  now  exists  re8]jecting  the  capture  of  tl^iree  English  ships 
off  Bantam  ;  and  1  have  also,  at  the  request  of  the  Dutch 
ambassador,  represented  the  evil  consequences  that  might 
ensue  if  the  Protector  permitted  his  subjects  to  fit  out  ships 
under  commissions  from  the  King  of  Sweden  ;  tlie  Secretary 
of  State  promised  me  that  orders  shoidd  be  sent  to  Mr. 
Downing  to  settle  the  first  point,  and  as  to  the  equipment  of 
ships,  he  said  ho  did  not  know  that  any  Engli&hman   had 
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taken  the  liberty  to  do  bo  ;  and  we  agreed  to  act  in  sucli  a 
wnnrr  toward^i  the  States-tieaeral  that  tUej  should  baTe  no 
fvetcxi  for  entering  into  any  cx>nn6ctioa  with  Spain.  I  fiball 
cmtmoc  to  act  OP  the  aame  principle,  and  if  they  send  orders 
ban  lor  tbo  sctdcmcnt  of  affaire  in  the  uorthi  I  make  no 
^ontit  bvi  that  ve  dud]  a^ree  on  the  meaas  of  restoring  peace, 
vlncfc  tbe  English  Goremment  desires  as  ardently  an  the 
United  ProviiMxs,  for  fear  of  inrolring  themselTes  in  a  con- 
ffict  with  a  State  that  is  powerful  at  sea. ;  in  addition  to  whieh 
U  ia  Dot  believed  here  that  it  will  be  aay  advantage  to  the 
itttioti  oompletely  to  ruin  the  King  of  Denmark.  I  infer  also 
from  the  langtiage  of  the  Dutch  ambasaador,  and  &om  bi« 
freqaent  vmtA  aunoe  we  resolved  tm  the  guarantee-treaty,  that 
hk  svperion  are  anxions  to  avoid  all  occasion^^  of  a  rupture 
vitb  France  and  Knglnnd.  These  favourable  indications  will 
not  binder  tbe  progress  of  preparations  here ;  and  according 
to  all  appearance^  the  Protector  will  hare  power  to  execute  all 
kk  pirojeets.  The  Parliament  is  better  disposed  towards  him 
tluui  bad  been  imagwed ;  instead  of  ventilating,  on  the  day 
be&re  yesterday,  the  question  of  the  exclusion  of  the  Scotch 
ud  Iriah  members^  as  had  been  expected,  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  brouglit  forward  a  biM  for  the  recognition  of  the  Pro- 
lector^  alleging  as  his  pretext  that  foreign  Princes  could  have 
no  pioper  opinion  of  the  government  of  England  until  it  ap- 
peared to  have  been  acknowledged  by  that  assembly^  and  that 
it  might  prove  a  very  serious  diaadvantuge  to  the  nation  if^  in 
the  present  conjunctture,  they  should  reftisc  to  treat  with  his 
Highnfttn.  This  proposition  was  at  first  opposed  by  some  of 
tbe  Republicans^  but  the  number  of  opponents  waa  so  »ma]l 
that  the  biU  was  read  for  the  first  time,  and  the  aecoud  read- 
ing has  been  postpotied  to  Monday  ne^t :  it  being  the  custom, 
belbre  voting  on  any  biU,  to  have  it  read  three  times.  It  has 
since  been  ppoposcd^  that,  as  the  neighbouring  States  to  Eng- 
land are  at  war^  and  their  grt?at  preparations  give  reason  to 
afipreheiid  some  attack  on  the  coast,  it  was  advisable  without 
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delay  to  pronde  sufficient  funds  for  tlie  eqtupment  of  a  consi- 
derable fleet :  upon  nliich  it  was  resolved  that,  on  Monday 
week,  tlie  treasurera  shouJd  bring  in  their  accounts,  in  order 
that  the  Parliament^  being  informed  of  the  amount  already 
raised,  might  better  estimate  the  present  neccdaitics  of  tUc 
Exehequcr.  These  are  the  principal  alTairs  which  have  bt.«u 
treated  by  the  House  during  the  last  few  days  j  the  rest  of 
their  time  ba&  been  employed  in  investigating  tlie  complaint 
of  one  of  tbe  members  of  their  body  n^aiust  a  major  in  the 
array,  who  has  been  sent  to  the  Tower  of  London,  and  in 
hearing  the  petition  of  Major-Geneml  Overton,  who  has  been 
a  prisoner  of  State  for  some  years  in  the  Castle  of  Jersey,  the 
governor  of  which  has  received  orders  to  bring  his  prisoner  to 
the  bar  of  the  House.  An  harangue  was  also  made  yesterday 
by  one  of  the  most  illustrious  Republicans  in  the  assembly, 
proposing  to  separate  tlie  command  of  the  forces  from  the 
IKjlitical  government  of  the  State,  but  it  led  to  no  result ; 
whence  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  Protector's  party  U  the 
strongest,  and  that  he  will  be  able  to  secure  the  adoption  of 
resolutions  favourable  to  his  designs,  although  it  is  believed 
that  a  iJCtitioiL  is  projected,  in  tlie  name  of  many  people  1>oth 
in  London  wid  the  countrj',  prajdng  for  the  diminution  of  his 
authority.  The  Act  of  Recognition  will  shortly  call  forth  all 
forms  of  dlBConteut.  Meanwhile  the  House  of  Lords  baa  np 
corrc8i>ondence  with  the  House  of  Commons ;  and  any  discus^ 
eion  of  the  question  is  avoided,  as  it  might  alienate  many 
persona  who  are  well-intentioned  to  the  Government,  but  op- 
posed to  the  new  House  of  Lords.  .  .  . 


26.]  M.  ni;  Bordeaux  to  Cardinal  Mazabin. 

Fehruitry  20.  1659. 
My  Lord, 

As  the  last  posts  have  Ijrought  me  no  letter  from  your 
Kmiuence,  and  nothing  has  passed  here  in  reference  to  foreign 


ILLrSTRATTVK    J.ETTBBS. 


:}0l 


ifiurs,  I  have  racrclv  to  inform  jou  of  the  home  aflair^  of 
EngUod,  which  may  be  rtdutcd  to  the  debates  in  ParLiament' 
It  qieut  the  last  two  days  of  last  week  in  prayers,  aud  in  ap- 
frinting  conunissioner?  to  investigate  various  matters ;  there 
va>  «lao  a  Tsther  animated  debate  bc^cause  two  members^  of 
whom  one  tFan  Colonel  Cook,  entered  the  House  without  hav- 
ing taken  the  oath  which  the  others  had  taken  :  they  excused 
thnnselres  from  doing  so,  on  the  preteit  that  it  would  wound 
tiuir  couscieuccs,  if  they  subjected  them  to  any  such  engage- 
■eni.  Tliis  reason  vas  not  well  received  by  all  the  body; 
mne  demanded  that  the  recosaots  should  su^cr  the  uanal 
penalty  of  exclusion ;  but  others  declared  that  the  oath  was 
nkereJy  an  unnecessary  rarcmony,  and  that  if  members  were 
•o  scrupulous  as  to  be  unable  to  put  on  it  a  favourable  inter- 
petadoii,  they  ought  not  to  be  forced  to  take  it.  Rather 
tlum  enU^r  more  deeply  into  the  question,  they  were  allowed 
to  take  their  scats,  and  this  has  since  sCTved  oa  a  precedent, 
to  Sir  Henry  Vatte  amoog  others^  one  of  tlie  moat  notable 
KepoUic&Ds  in  the  whole  nation^  who  took  his  seat  on  the  fifst 
day  of  tliia  week.  On  the  same  day,  the  Act  of  Recognition 
i  read  a  second  time,  and  since  then,  no  other  business  has 
dmntawd^  although  uo  one  has  yet  gone  into  the  details 
of  the  question.  All  the  meetings  of  the  House  have  been 
occopied  with  very  free  speeches  from  the  Republicans,  and 
dunrers  to  them  from  those  who  are  wcll-affcctcd  towards  the 
Government :  the  more  moderate  among  the  Republicans  as^ 
icrt  that  it  will  be  advisable  to  grant  the  Protector  the  same 
pnrogatives  and  conditious  which  were  accepted  by  the  late 
King,  when  the  Long  Parliament  treated  with  him  in  the  Isle 
of  Wight ;  as  this  propoaition  is  enifficiently  plausible,  and  is 
in  conformity  with  the  wishes  of  the  arrny^  inasmuch  as  it  de- 
prives the  chief  magistrate  of  the  command  of  the  forces,  it 
nenis  likely  to  be  fiaaUy  adopted,  although  at  present  the 
greater  number  of  members  arc  blindly  inclined  to  maintain 
the  auttkority  of  the  Protector,  which  would  be  greatly  dimi- 
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nisIieH  by  this  deprivation;  in  ftnpport  of  which  eome  citiseiis 
jippearcd  yesterday  at  the  door  of  the  House,  who  demanded 
permission  to  present  a  petition  iu  their  own  names,  imd  in 
the  names  of  many  other  good  people.  They  were  informed 
that  at  present  the  House  could  attend  to  no  other  business, 
but  that  after  the  conchision  of  the  debate  then  in  progress, 
they  might  be  heard;  it  was  nevertheless  a  matter  of  public 
notoriety  that  this  petition  had  been  signed  by  fifteen  or 
twenty  thousand  persons,  and  tended  to  the  diminution  of  the 
authority  of  the  Protector,  whence  it  may  be  inferred  that  his 
friends  arc  in  the  ascendant ;  and  it  may  safely  be  said  that 
on  their  firmness  his  greatness  depends,  if  it  be  trucj  as  Major- 
Gencral  Lambert  deelared,  that  the  Other  House,  composed  of 
the  principal  officers  of  the  armyj  will  submit  without  opposi- 
tion to  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Commons,  It  would 
be  a  tiresome  narrative  to  relate  all  the  other  free  speeches 
that  were  made ;  it  will  be  enough  to  show  the  spirit  of  some 
of  the  Republicans,  if  I  touch  on  some  passages  in  the  long 
s|>eech  of  Sir  Henry  Vancj  after  a  det^ed  statement  of  all 
that  occurred  in  the  last  movement,  in  which  he  took  a  con- 
spicuous part,  he  admitted  that  the  late  Protector  migbtj,  by 
labouring  as  he  had  done  to  effect  the  ruin  of  the  monarchy, 
have  desened  the  authority  which  the  laat  Parliament  had 
confcrretl  upon  him,  but  when  he  came  to  the  son,  he  could 
find  in  him  no  title  to  succeed  him ;  and  then,  examining  all 
the  legitimate  ways  by  which  men  may  legitimately  attain 
sovcrei^  authority,  he  endeavoured  to  prove  that  the  Protoc- 
tor  could  not  support  his  own  position  by  any  valid  reason, 
This  speech  did  not  fail  to  provoke  replies,  as  there  arc  many 
iltustriouB  advocates  among  the  friends  of  his  Highness^  and 
it  is  not  believed  that  the  Republicans  have  any  desire  to 
destroy  him,  as  three  parts  of  the  body  are  favourable  to  hi» 
maintenance  in  his  present  position ;  only  they  wish  to  limit 
his  power,  and  to  deprive  liim  of  the  command  of  the  forces. 
This  debate  will  Last  for  some  days  more,  whatever  efforts 
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m»T  be  made  to  tcrmmatc  it,  for  fear  that  the  enemies  of  the 
P^liiHiiMl  [Protector?]  may  in  the  meanwhile  gain  orer 
tamt  of  tlioie  meiiLben  who  are  leas  &in  in  their  opmions. 
A  report  was  preralent  lately  that  the  Scottish  army  wished 
to  make  a  dcdaratioi^  of  sobmi^aion  to  the  Parliament,  but  up 
k>  Um  tbkie  no  such  decIaiBticm  has  appeared,  and  tt  is  still 
tte  eomoioo  belief  that  everything  will  be  ^ttled^  both  in  the 
anoy,  and  m  ParUameut,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
PtoCector,  who,  I  learti,  haa  gtr^a  very  poedtire  orders  for  the 
prepaiatjoa  of  twenty-eight  ships  to  sail  to  the  Sound  as  soon 
M  tike  weather  will  permit.  I  am  also  assured  that  )fr.  Lock- 
hart  win  be  able  to  set  ont  at  the  end  of  this  month,  and  his 
Moctary  baa  comr  over  here  to  obtain  final  instmctions.  I 
m  imprtiiFiitly  awaiting  yonr  Eminence's  orders  respecting 
tty  pay ;  and  I  trust  you  will  eonthme  to  allow  me  the  honour 
of  your  good- will,  and  to  do  me  the  justice  to  bcliere  that  I 
am,  etc. 


27.]  M,  oc  BoBtiEArx  to  Cardikal  Majiahtn. 

My  Lord, 
As  the  qoeatious  ^hich  were  debated  in  Parliament  last 
*edi  may  hare  awakened  siomc  cariosity  in  your  Eminence 
to  know  how  tbey  were  decided^  I  shall  not  allow  this  post  to 
pafli,  although  I  hare  receirod  no  letters  from  yon,  withont 
informing  you  of  such  facts  as  have  come  to  my  knowledge. 
On  the  21st  of  this  month,  the  debate  was  continued  on  the 
qoeation  whether  tbe  Protector  should  be  recognized  or  not. 
He  Republiians  having,  as  usual,  exliausted  the  wbole  sitting 
with  long  harangues^  the  debate  was  postponed  to  the  22nd ; 
on  which  day  however  it  was  not  terminated^  as  a  great  deal 
of  time  was  lost  in  debates  on  the  exclusion  of  two  members 
who  were  expelled  for  ha^TUg  formerly  belonged  to  the  King's 
party.     The  matter  was  therefore  brought  forward  again  to- 
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day,  and  a  new  turn  was  again  given  to  the  debate  by  an  in- 
qtiiry  as  to  the  terms  in  which  the  question  should  be  put ; 
hut  after  much  dispute,  by  whicli  the  sittiug  of  the  IIoii^ 
was  prolonged  until  evening,  the  friends  of  the  Protector 
gained  a  majority  of  tliirty  votcsj  whence  it  b  to  be  presumed 
that  the  qnestion  ^^-ill  he  decided  in  accordance  with  their 
wislies,  tlmt  is  to  fiay,  that  the  Ilouac  will  vote  the  recognition 
of  the  Protector.  But  the  great  difficulty  will  be  with  regjirii 
to  hla  authority,  and  to  obtaiuing  the  veto  on  Parliamentary 
votes,  and  the  command  of  the  forcesj  which  are  two  verv 
esisential  points. 

I  leam  from  good  authority  that  the  Republirains  have  been 
gluing  time  all  these  daya,  in  the  hope  that  part  of  the  arm)\ 
under  the  influence  of  Major-Genera]  Lambert,  would  pre- 
sent an  address  to  the  Honsc;  and  this  hoj>e  has  even  been 
publicly  expressed  of  late.  But  the  Protcetofj  bciug  informed 
that  most  of  the  officers  who  had  resolved  on  this  step  were 
assembled  at  the  hou-sc  of  Lieut  enaut-CTcneral  Fleetwood, 
proceeded  thither  in  pereon,  and  gave  them  to  understand 
that  he  would  have  recourse  to  extreme  measures  rather  than 
permit  their  petition  to  be  presented.  This  threat  however 
lias  not  entirely  silenced  them,  and  it  is  momentarily  expected 
that  they  will  preeewt  themselves  at  the  bar  of  the  Hoiiac*  hi 
that  case,  the  Protector  seems  to  be  resolved  to  proceed  thither 
with  all  his  friends  and  drive  them  out,  and  some  believe  that 
fear  of  such  a  catastrophe  has  caused  General  Fleetwood  and 
Major-General  Desborougb,  another  leader  of  the  officers,  to 
withdraw  from  the  project.  Tlicse  various  opinions  do  not 
fail  to  cause  considerable  alai-m  here,  and  to  awaken  appre- 
henaions  of  disorderj  as  the  troops  are  greatly  divided  in  their 
views,  and  the  Protector  has  not  been  able  to  prevent  Fleet- 
wood's regiments  from  remaining  in  London  at  this  cn^h, 
although,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  sen-ice,  it  is  now  their 
turn  to  be  in  country  q^uartcrs.  Ere  long  however  all  these 
clouds  must  be  diepcrsetl,  and  one  or  other  party  must  entirely 


PKvbQ  ;  if  the  BepublicaiiB  get  the  upper  hand,  the  Protector 
wiH  havF  no  more  authority  than  the  Doge  of  Venire,  and  it 
is  to  tb  OHiditioi)  that  the  petition  of  the  officers  tend»  to 
rednoe  him.  Aimd  all  these  embarrassmeDtA,  the  miMistcrs 
ot  the  Coancil  have  not  n^lected  to  listen  to  the  proportions 
of  the  Swedish  envovs,  and  I  am  told  that  in  order  to  induce 
the  Protector  to  asaist  them  with  his  whole  fleet  in  making 
the  umiqiieBt  of  Copenhagen,  they  have  oQered  him  Che  for- 
tnsm  of  Glomifltat  [Gliickstadt  ?],  which  they  expect  they  will 
quickly  take  with  the  help  of  the  English  ships.  As  this  pro- 
pfitinn  is  reaBy  splendid,  and  may  knj^pire  the  English  people 
with  hopes  of  great  adrantages  in  regard  to  trade  with  Ger- 
maor,  I  »ee  a  good  deal  of  inclination,  if  domestic  a^aii%  per- 
mit, to  make  some  treaty  on  th^  hasis  with  the  Swedes,  and 
^reat  diligence  is  shown  in  preparing  the  fleet  to  sail  in  three 
weeks.  Nevertheless^  my  information  of  all  theae  designs  ia 
dcHved  neither  from  the  Swedish  envoys  nor  £rom  the  Secre- 
tsij  of  State ;  and  the  ktter  haa  not  sent  Mr.  Downing  any 
arden  to  commnnicate  the  last  gnarantee-trcaty  to  the  States* 
G«ner^,  although  we  had  agreed  that  he  shoold.  This  leads 
me  to  mspect  that  the  Government  of  England  may  delay 
emiJoying  its  good  o6Bces  to  promote  pacification,  until  it  has 
Hcertained  what  measures  may  be  concerted  with  the  Ring  of 
Sweden.  The  ratification  of  the  said  Treaty  will  enable  me 
to  discover  what  is  projected,  and  if  your  Eminence  will  make 
known  to  mc  the  King's  intentions,  1  shall  act  in  conformity 
therewith  cither  to  promote  or  prevent  the  scheme,  or  to 
ftale  that  his  Majesty  will  not  hold  himself  bound  to  gnarantee 
any  ooosequences  of  such  an  arrangement.  I  had  previously 
inlbnDed  yon  that  Mr.  Lockhart  would  shortly  visit  the  Court, 
bat  Lord  Fanlconbridge  told  me  on  the  day  before  yesterday, 
ihat  his  departure  had  been  deferred  for  some  days ;  and  in- 
deed Uie  present  crisis  would  not  seem  to  wan^nt  his  leaving 
hi*  post     We  have  no  new?  from  abroad, 
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M.  DR    BORDBACX   TO    CAftDtNAI-   MaZARIN, 


My  Lord, 


Fvbm^ry  27.  1«». 


The  state  of  affairs  here  U  now  very  different  to  wliat  it  ap*! 
[)earcd  to  be  at  tLe  ctxd  of  last  weeV ;  a  part  of  tlie  army  wa* 
then  resolved  to  ptrcaent  a  petition  to  Parliament>  tending  to 
the  dimiuutioQ  of  the  power  of  the  Protector ;  but  now  that 
Gcnerala  Fleetwood  and  Desboroiigh  have  publicly  disavowed 
them,  and  have  gone  over  to  the  side  of  his  Highness,  the  He- 
publicansj  whose  hopes  were  in  part  based  on  the  discontent  of 
the  troops,  fjiid  themselves  \*cry  far  from  the  realiiiation  of  their 
de&ignaj  and  the  Court  party  has  fall  freedom  to  act.  In  ray 
laat  IcttcTj  I  informed  you  of  one  of  the  resolutions  adopted  in 
Parliament  on  Monday  last ;  the  session  was  prolonged  on  that 
day  until  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  another  vote  of  con- 
siderable importance  was  carried  :  the  terms  of  the  first  reso- 
lution are  that  it  shall  be  a  part  of  the  bill  to  recognize  and 
declare  his  Highness  Richard,  Lord  Protector  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Eugland,  Scotland^  and  Ireland,  and  their  depeu* 
dcncies;  the  second  states  that,  before  committing  the  bill, 
the  House  declares  that  the  clauses  which  may  limit  tlie  power 
of  the  chief  magistrate,  and  fully  assure  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  Parliamentj  and  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people, 
form  a  part  of  the  said  bili^  and  that  neither  the  present  nor 
any  other  preliminary  resolution  wluch  is  or  shall  be  passed  on 
the  subject  of  the  said  bill,  shall  be  of  any  force  or  obligation 
upon  the  people  until  the  whole  of  the  said  bill  be  passed: 
whence  it  appears  that  tho  Protector's  condition  is  not  yet 
thoroughly  established.  The  intention  is,  of  course,  to  preTcnt 
his  taking  advantage  of  tlic  first  result  of  the  debate  before  tlie 
limits  of  liis  power  are  regulate<l ;  but  aa  liis  friends  have  already 
prevailed,  in  these  debates,  over  the  Republicana,  who  were  un- 
willing to  pass  any  resolution  that  would  prejudge  the  question 
and  give  a  title  to  the  Protector,  it  is  to  l>e  presumed  that  if 


nXCSTRATIVE    LETTERS. 


SOT 


I 


tbej  remain  anabAJkCai  in  their  viewa,  the  power  of  the  govern- 
matt  vill  be  truzunelled  by  no  other  limitations  than  those  with 
wUdk  the  ^^^<tector  wiU  be  »ati&ticd,  QotwithjBtsndiTig  the  pcd- 
taan  cf  the  Sectuicft,  who  predated  thcmsclTea  last  week  at  the 
Axir  of  the  House.  Thej  returned  thither  agauji  on  the  da^ 
WbteTesterday,  and  being  admitted  to  the  HousCj  odp  of  them 
JeliwrcU  the  petition,  upon  which  some  discossLon  azose^  the 
nifiTiliiaiiii  demaading  that,  iu  Qanformity  with  the  practice 
tt}m  1 1 1  ■!  ID  the  time  of  the  Long  Parliament,  the  petitiooera 
JwwilH  be  thanked  for  tlieir  address  and  siibnii&.^on  :  the  Court 
partr  Ofipoaed  this,  and  it  was  finally  determined  that  the 
Speakershould  inferm  them  that  some  of  thedemands  contained 
in  their  petition  had  already  been  taken  into  conaideratioa,  that 
tbe  others  would  be  dealt  with  in  due  course^  and  that  the 
Hoow  eipected  from  them  the  aeqiiiescence  which  they  pro* 
Bind.  Thia  petition  was  addressed  to  the  Parliament  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  England^  and  made  uo  mention  of  the  Pro* 
lector  either  in  its  title  or  its  contents,  and  was  in  the  same 
terms  MA  that  which  obliged  the  late  Protector  to  di&Bolve  the 
hat  Fartiament,  tending  to  the  establishment  in  England  of 
aadi  a  goremmrait  that  the  people  might  enjoy  their  liberti^ 
nader  it,  that  tender  consciences  might  not  be  forced,  and  that 
there  mi^t  be  no  recurrence  of  the  incoaTenieiicefl  which  gave 
to  the  late  wars ;  that  if  it  were  necessary  to  maintain  an 
Qj  for  the  safety  of  the  nation,  the  command  should  be  giren 
tp  Bome  pezBon  who  could  not  make  use  of  it  to  oppress  the 
liberty  of  the  people ;  that  no  levy  should  be  made  without  the 
ooBiBit  of  Parliament,  to  coerce  which  no  violence  shoidd  in 
JBtan  be  used,  nor  should  its  petitioners  be  subjected  to  harsh 
tnafemcnt,  but  that  reparation  should  even  be  made  of  the  injit- 
riGfl  which  some  of  them  had  snfiered  &om  the  late  Protector.  In 
imiwiliiiiliiiii  of  such  a  petition^  that  of  the  olScers  of  tbe  army 
kid  abiost  the  same  objects,  and  would  have  been  of  still  greater 
WQ^  if  the  Protector  had  not  prevented  its  presentation  by  his 
Mi— gtiuent  with  the  ringleader»^  one  of  whom^  it  is  said,  is  to 
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be  General,  and  tbe  other  Lieu  tenant-General  of  the  army- 

This  reconciliation  scema  to  have  put  an  end  to  the  danger  in 
which  the  Protector  has  lately  been  placed,  and  causea  the  lie- 
publicans  to  lose  heart,  !is  their  only  resouree  is  to  thwart  the 
establishment  of  too  great  a  power  in  the  State.     Tlie  sitting 
yesterday  was  occupied  by  an  accusation  brought  ag^ainst  a 
leading  Republican ;  he  was  charged,  and  there  were  witnessea 
ready  to  prove  it,  with  having  declared  that  he  was  more 
affected  by  reading  Cicero  than  by  reading  the  Bible;   tliis 
aoeusation  drew  doi»m  threata  and  denunciations  npon  the 
courtiers,  and  the  Secretary  of  State  even  was  stigmatized  by 
one  of  the  Republicans^  who  imputed  to  him  aa  a  crime  the 
enterprise  against  Jamaica ;  at  length,  it  was  thought  advisable 
not  to  proceed  further  with  this  discussion,  as  there  is  acrimony 
enough  alreatly  between  the  members,  who  quarrel  rea*lily  on 
the  most  iusiguificant  propositions.     This  morning  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  debate  on  the  act  of  recognition  shall  be  con- 
tinued tomorrowj  and  that  the  letter  from  the  Protector  shall 
be  taken  into  consideration,  which  he  baa  written  to  invite  the 
Parliament  to  take  speedy  measures  to  proHde  the  necessary 
funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  fleet  which  is  to  be  sent  to  sea 
to  assist  the  King  of  Sweden ;  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  the 
BepublicanSj  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  investigate  the 
accounts  of  the  treasurers.     The  same  member  against  whom 
the  accusation  was  brought  yesterday,  took  the  opportunity  to 
speak  of  peace  with  Spain,  and  after  ha^•ing  exa^erated  tbe 
disadvantages  of  war,  he  assured  the  House  that  Spain  would 
not  fail  to  scud  projKisitions  of  accommodation  as  soon  as  she 
was  aware  of  the  feeling  of  England  on  the  subject,     Tlie  Se- 
cretary of  State  then  spoke,  aud  represented  the  ditfcrent  oou- 
dition  in  which  England  was  now  placed  frora  that  which  she 
occupied  when  the  late  Protector  came  to  the  government;  at 
which  time  there  was  war  with  all  other  nations,  and  peace  with 
Spain  alone,  whereas  now  there  was  peace  with  all  nations  ex- 
cept Spain,  war  with  whom  was  so  atlvantageous  to  rcIigioDi  and 
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K»^oriouB  to  Bn^Uiid  tb&t  the  ParliamcDt,  affcer  a  little  serious 
grflgictioo,  vould  taot  be  induced  so  readily  to  make  peace :  but 
tftai,  in  ite  proper  time,  it  might  be  discussed,  and  that  the 
Phitector  would  mbmit  thi*  aflair  to  the  consideration  of  Par- 
hnipfit  Fiorathiftflpcech,four£MiDeiicewillbe  &bletojudge 
Aat  the  answefB  which  were  previously  made  to  me  with  regard 
to  tfce  oTcrtuns  of  peace  which  I  communicated  had  their  mo- 
tzvcm,  and  that  tfae  gOTerament  here  is  not  yet  in  any  huiry  to 
ne  the  oonchisioti  of  that  which  may  be  desired  by  France;  hut 
m  m  very  little  time  mnst  set  the  Protector  more  at  liberty^  we 
dkaD  aoQQ  baTe  some  Mmrance  of  his  preten:!^ions.  Tliis  long 
wamtiw  of  whmi  has  occurred  here  daring  the  last  three  days 
lavea  me  nothing  to  add  by  way  of  making  you  acquainted 
villi  tbe  present  oondition  of  the  English  Govemment.  Ap- 
I  we  altogether  in  its  iaroor,  and  unless  there  be  some 
r  BuiTeiiient  on  the  port  of  the  army  there  is  nothing  to  fear; 
not  that  the  Protector'fi  anthoTity  may  not  be  tiiDited,  that  of 
like  Kings  was  likewise  trammelled;  and  if  he  retains  the  com- 
mmad  of  the  forces,  he  will  be  more  absolute  than  they  ever 
were,  eren  if  he  is  deprived  of  the  veto  on  ParliamentAry  votes, 
md  Iqb  Council  is  appointed  by  the  Uou£«  of  Common:!!.  These 
ne  tlie  three  points  which  will  hcnceforM>-ai-d  be  db^cuased  with' 
out  int^rniaaiofQ.  In  presence  of  all  these  domestic  occupations, 
I  have  uot  thought  it  expedient  to  press  for  a  oooference  with 
tbe  Secretazy  of  State,  although  such  an  Interriew  would  have 
appealed  to  me  opportune  to  learn  the  state  of  the  negotiations 
with  the  Swedish  ministers^  whoj  I  have  been  again  assured, 
hare  made  the  offers  which  your  Eminence  will  have  learned 
fnxm  my  prerious  letters ;  the  diligence  which  is  manifested  in 
the  eandment  of  seamen  also  confirms  me  in  the  belief  thM 
BMDe  design  is  on  foot,  although  that  diligence  may  be  only 
aflcctcd  in  order  to  expedite  the  debates  and  supplies  of  Par- 
liament. I  hare  also  seen  the  ambassa«lor  of  HollAud  today, 
who  saipeets  there  is  soine  secret  treaty,  without  however 
hansg  been  able  to  discover  any  partieulan  in  regard  to  it ; 
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and  the  appreliension  that  the  King  of  Sweden  may  hand  over 
to  the  Englieh  ^me  place  in  tlic  Sound  led  Uira  to  urge  very 
warmly  the  cancluaion  of  a  dcfetiaive  league  with  France  and 
England;  he  also  very  much  exaggerates  the  great  disadvantage 
which  might  one  day  acxxrue  to  na  from  bo  dose  a  conneiction 
between  Sweden  and  England ;  nevertheless,  his  superiors  have 
not  sent  him  the  powers  which  he  was  expecting  in  order  to 
come  to  an  agreement  with  us  regarding  the  means  of  promoting 
peace  between  the  northern  Prioceb ;  he  says  that  his  superiora 
are  apprehcuBive  that  certain  provinces,  which  are  well-a£Fected 
to  the  Elector  of  Brandcabui^,  on  account  of  his  connection 
irith  the  Hon&c  of  Orange^  may  make  a  difficulty  about  preeeing 
him  to  lui;  accommo<latioii  without  the  coucurrenee  of  the  House 
of  Austriaj  and  also  about  soliciting  the  King  of  Denmark  to 
make  any  treaty  without  the  participation  of  the  ©aid  Elector ; 
but  he  Ijclieves  that  if  we  were  to  give  the  Statea-Oeneral  to 
understand  that  we  haddecmed  it  expedient  to  urge  the  northern 
Princes  to  come  to  an  accommodation  even  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  last  treaty  of  Roeskildj  they  would  lake  the 
opportunity  to  urge  the  provinces  to  concur  with  xm  in  pro- 
moting the  peace ;  aud  to  end  the  discourse  of  the  said  ambaa- 
sador,  it  appears  to  me  tliat  either  he  or  his  superiors  are  in 
great  alarm.  I  assured  him  that  the  secret  treaty  with  Sweden 
ha<l  not  been  brought  to  my  knowledge,  and  that  it  was  not  his 
Majesty's  intcjitiou,  in  assisting  the  King  of  Sweden,  to  do 
anything  whioh  might  turn  to  the  prejudice  of  his  other  aUica, 
but  that  his  sole  object  waa  to  reconcile  the  northern  States ; 
that,  with  regard  to  a  defensive  league,  doubtless  Mr.  Borel, 
who  had  received  onlers  to  propose  it,  would  meet  with  a  mo«t 
&rourable  reception  at  the  Court,  and  that,  for  my  owu  part* 
1  was  ordered  to  employ  all  the  King's  influence  with  his  High- 
ncss  in  order  to  maintain  a  good  imderstauding  between  Eng- 
land and  the  United  Provinces;  that  if  the  Protector  would 
agree  ta  press  the  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Roeskild,  I  would 
«l&o  give  my  coueeut,  aud  that  M.  dc  1'tioii  should  have  in- 
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mnc&OBm  to  act  at  the  Hague  in  conformity  vith  the  reso- 
litioiiB  adopte^l  here.  As  soon  as  the  rati5cation  of  the  ^a- 
IM<»|  Imfj  has  been  sent  to  mc^  I  shall  avail  my^lf  of  the 
cppartonity  to  speak  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  all  these 
mattera,  and  to  vr^  that  the  orders  on  which  we  a^eed  may  be 
Mni  to  Mr.  Downing,  if  they  have  not  alrcactj  been  despatched ; 
which  ia  very  doubtful,  aecin^  the  propodtions  of  the  Swedish 
ndnwteia,  and  the  armaments  that  arc  being  prepared. 

MarcA  3.  1^9. 
As  the  present  letter  waa  not  aent  by  the  la^t  po«tj  I  may 
add  ihat  the  Secretary  of  State  has  kept  me  waiting  all  this  day 
kx  an  answer  with  r^ard  to  the  audience  and  conference 
irhkb  I  had  requested  in  sati^factioQ  of  the  two  letters  torn 
foar  Eminence,  and  that  I  hare  not  yet  heard  &t>m  him.  I 
am  tlierefore,  by  this  delay,  obliged  to  defer  the  esplanationa 
whidi  you  request  until  next  po»t.  I  may  also  add  tbat^  to- 
wards the  end  of  last  wcek^  the  Parliament  resolved  tikat  it 
fehoald  be  composed  in  future  of  two  Houses,  and  postponed 
tmcil  tomorrow  the  regulation  of  the  authority  of  the  new 
Honse,  -ndthaut  the  Kepublicans  oppofiing  this  resotutton,  as 
they  aaw  their  party  was  much  weaker  than  that  of  the  oour- 
tien.  'Hiere  will  be  nevertheless  mneh  question  aa  to  the 
eompoation  of  this  new  House^  for  the  Protector  wishes  to 
mftintain  it  as  instituted  by  his  fathcrj  while  the  majority  of 
the  Parliament  are  disposed  to  reinstate  the  old  Lords,  with  the 
ctoeption  of  tho^  who  have  borne  anus  for  the  King.  Uia 
Uaghnesa  seems  to  disapprove  less  strongly  of  tlie  prop^tton 
to  combine  the  two  classes,  for  fear  lest  the  latter,  being  more 
ntuneroud,  may  ooe  day  &vonr  the  restoration  of  the  King. 
This  morning  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  obtained  his  liberty 
from  the  Parliament ;  and  the  question  of  succour  to  the  King 
of  Sweden  hanng  been  brought  under  diacussiun,  it  was  deemed 
expedient  to  refer  it  to  the  Protector  and  his  Coondl. 
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29.}         M,  DE  BoBPEAVX  TO  Cahdinal  Mazar.iv. 

Marek  6,  1669. 

[ThtB  Letter  begin*  with  an  account  of  liit  conference  with  Secretary 
Tkurloe.] 

»  .  .  I  next  informed  him  of  the  design  entertained  b>'  the 
miuisteTa  of  Spain  to  convey  a  body  of  inlantry  into  Flanders, 
and  to  make  use  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  stir  up  divisions  iu 
England,  dimng  tlie  session  of  Parliament,  He  toH  roc  that 
the  Protector  would  always  be  ready  to  favour  the  le\*ying  of 
recruitSj  when  hia  Majesty  was  entirely  diverted  from  doin^  so, 
and  that  he  would  shortly  Etcnd  Mr.  Lockhart  to  Paris  to  re- 
ceive bis  commands :  that  although  it  was  not  probable  that 
the  Spaniards  would  be  willing  to  risk  a  considerable  body  of 
infantry  in  the  Channel,  he  would  not  fail  to  order  ail  the 
Kngliah  cruisers  to  keep  a  sharp  look-out;  and  that,  in  regard 
to  the  designs  of  the  Duke  of  York,  although  some  members 
of  Parliament  (meaning  the  Republioans}  might  support  him, 
his  Highness  had  no  cause  to  drca<l  them.  Our  conversation 
ended,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned,  after  I  had  informed  him  of 
the  orders  which  have  been  scut  to  Amiens  in  favour  of  tlic 
English  regiments,  and  had  reiterated  my  entreaties  that  the 
Protector  would  either  send  Mr.  Lockhart  to  Paris  as  soon  as 
possible^  to  explain  hia  views,  or  would  declare  them  to  me. 
The  Secretary  again  assured  me  that  I  should  hear  from  him 
totlay,  and  made  me  abundant  protestations  that  his  Highness 
would  have  no  reservations  from  your  Eminence,  and  would 
adopt  no  resolution  in  regard  to  peace  without  the  consent  of 
France.  This  same  declaration  has  been  made  to  me  so  &b- 
qnently  and  so  solemnly  of  late,  that  1  have  had  no  ground  to 
complain,  or  to  stipulate  auy  other  correspondence  for  the 
future ;  and  I  still  remain  convinced  that  the  uncertainty  of 
tlie  Protector's  position  is  the  only  reasou  why  he  does  not  ex- 
plain himself  more  opeidy.     To  this  also  must  be  attributed  the 
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pCMtpOQcmeiit  of  Mr.  Lockharf »  visit  to  Pans ;  and  it  vould 
hsve  becD  a  hazardcFos  proceeding  for  him  to  l^ve  Dunkirk  at 
s  moaaeBt  vheit  the  wliole  army  woa  ready  to  declare  SLgalast 
the  Gotenmieiit,  a«  the  garrison  of  that  place  is  composed  of 
officcn  cm  whom  Mr.  Fleetwood  can  rely  quite  a&  much  as  the 
Protector.  I  hare  nothing  to  add  to  my  previous  letter*  in 
regard  to  the  prooecdiugs  of  the  said  Mr.  Lockhart^  which  are 
flo  much  at  ranantx  with  his  protestations,  except  that  the  in- 
^nation  which  was  ^rcn  me  turned  out  to  be  in  atroug  con- 
fiMiaity  with  his  own  language  to  myself.  I  con  also  say  nothing 
yet  in  reference  to  yonr  Eminence's  idea  of  treating  for  the 
oeoBoii  of  Dunkirk.  It  is  very  certain  that  the  Protector 
does  not  raJuc  the  conquest  bo  highly  as  his  deceased  Highness 
M,  ttB  be  has  no  such  lofty  designs.  Even  the  Parliament 
ftgards  it  aa  a  source  of  expense  and  disputes,  and^  only  two 
days  ago,  one  of  the  members,  a  roan  of  considerable  reptita- 
Ckn,  told  me  that  it  was  the  interest  of  the  nation  to  sell  the 
flace  either  to  France  or  Spain.  Nevertheless^  the  Council 
of  Slate  will  hardly  resolve  to  do  so,  unless  pressed  by  some 
overpoveriag  neoes«ity,  for  fear  of  giving  a  handle  to  com- 
plaintB  of  its  conduct,  I  shall  not  fail  to  endeavour^  by  some 
prirate  means,  to  effect  some  arrangement  of  this  matter,  as 
aooQ  M  I  get  some  clearer  view  of  the  establishment  of  Che 
Government ;  and  the  English  are  mercenary  enough  to  neg- 
lect DO  opportunity  of  obtaining  profit,  however  slight  a  colour 
taaj  be  given  to  the  proposition.  The  treaty  of  peace  will 
fonnilt  an  oocasion  for  mooting  the  subject.  We  shooM  sue- 
oeed  with  still  greater  facility  in  this  desigUj  if  it  were  inti- 
mated that  Spain  means  to  insist  on  the  restitution  of  Don- 
kirlc,  but  would  rather  resign  her  claims  to  it  in  favour  of 
France,  on  account  of  the  interests  of  the  Catholic  religion. 
1/  the  Parliament  were  to  quarrel  with  the  Protector,  before 
granting  him  any  money^  we  shoidd  succeed  still  more  easily 
in  this  enterprise,  to  the  advancement  of  which  I  shall  apply 
myaelf  with  all  ddigeuoe.     1  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to 
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te  pcBfltrate  the  intakbon  of 
to  me  a 
Aal  An  ovwtere  ifipean  tome  to  be  i 
iw|ilj  witk  a  view  tp  gnn  imie,  I  dedared  finjm  the  first  that 
w  Deeded  Do  talte  WO  iBTrtrl  final  iiiii  or  engigetaetat^  be- 
Tood  |ded^big  utjdita  aot  to  txcat  •epanSetyj  and  recipro- 
cbUt  to  gHnBtae  tlie  tm^  of  peace.  The  two  commid- 
mmeBt  a«fn0ned  in  my  ofanicm^  aod  nothuig  had  been  said 
OB  &e  ■ahfiit.t  an««.  If  tbe  cane  profiOBitiaci  U  made  ^ain, 
I  dmSi  act  in  tfrnrrimfy^  with  joar  Eminexice's  orders,  .  .  . 

In  order  to  ''*™«p^*f  sir  icplv  to  tbe  cotttentB  of  the  two 
kttCis  of  jDur  Emmenee,  it  onlj  remains  for  me  to  say  tha|^| 
mj  Zjovd  P^okanfand^  will  not  be  difficult  to  please  with  ns 
gard  to  the  Amp^  of  tbe  diamand,  {uroviikd  it  i&  worth  a  thou- 
amd  firttdrw  Mr.  Gideon  ia  not  a  wlut  more  delicate  ;  and 
ahiiOQgh  tbe  aiith<Mity  of  the  Protector  may  be  somcwiiat 
wcakaied^  the  expeaae  will  not  be  thrown  away,  and  the  pre- 
sent will  be  man  timeiy  at  the  present  juDctnre  of  affiurs, 
than  aAs  tbe  eooaolidation  of  the  ^vemment.  I  may  also 
fiKiiiiiae  to  yoar  "ptmiifcimrtfc  mnj  information  that  may  be  given 
me,  in  reference  to  tbe  «tate  of  ^beJing  both  in  the  army  aod 
in  tbe  Parliament.  In  regard  to  my  own  judgments  on  the 
eandnct  of  these  two  bodies  I  shall  be  very  scrupulooa  about 
stating  them^  unless  there  ahould  be  an  express  accoDimodu- 
tion ;  for  I  know  thai  crents  may  exactly  contradict  my  pre- 
TisionB,  aa  I  am  not  always  taken  into  the  eonfidence  of  those 
who  bare  the  management  of  afiabs^  and  they  change  thdr 
policy  very  often.  It  may  hare  been  noticeable  &om  my  let- 
ters tbat^  before  the  meetLng  of  Parliament,  the  Protector  was 
threatened  with  an  alliance  betw^n  the  dxsafiectcd  officers  of 
the  army  and  the  Republican  members^  and  that  these  two 
parties^  acting  together,  would  be  capable  of  effecting  a  change 
in  the  government.  Every  one,  even  the  mc^t  enlightened 
ministers  of  state,  then  entertained  this  apprehension ;  and^  in 
the  first  sittings  of  the  House,  it  was  evident  that  their  Alarm 
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ded, — a  great  number  of  membefs  hating  declared 
ffBOty  far  a  conun  on  wealth,  while  the  Sectaries  have  pr&^ 
ffnted  a  petitiou  tending  to  the  same  result^  and  the  army 
abo,  at  the  same  time,  projected  a  similar  address.  To  dispel 
ril  these  storms,  no  other  plan  hfis  j^et  been  discovered  but 
tbat  of  <x>Uecting  together  the  principal  officers  who  were  fo- 
Rhentin^  insurrection  among  their  comradea ;  and  aa  soon  as 
the  reoouciliation  was  ejected,  the  aspect  of  afairs  changed^ 
the  Protector's  party  gained  strength  in  Farliamcntj  his  ene- 
noes  lost  heart  when  they  saw  their  own  number  diminished 
nd  the  army  xmitcd  against  them,  and  the  Act  of  Kecogni- 
lion  w«s  no  longer  beset  by  so  many  obstacles.  It  may  even 
he  said  that  the  Parliament,  iintil  the  day  before  yesterday, 
appeared  disposed  to  grant  his  Highness  more  than  he  de- 
nred,  as  the  restoration  of  the  Uouae  of  Lords  was  resolved 
Qpon  without  any  endeavour  on  the  part  of  the  Bepublicans 
to  prevent  it ;  and  the  communication  of  the  plan  for  the 
equipment  of  a  fleet  was  received  so  favourably  that,  on  the 
firat  day  of  this  weck^  no  diOicolty  was  made  about  referring 
It  to  the  Protector  and  his  Council  to  conduct  this  affair  as 
they  might  think  fit ;  which  led  one  of  the  members  to  send 
me  word  that  the  matter  had  been  leflt  entirely  to  his  High- 
bcn.  However,  two  days  ago,  their  minds  appear  to  have 
undergone  a  change  (I  mean  the  minds  of  those  who  had  been 
attached  to  the  interests  of  the  government).  Their  discon- 
tent piTQCeeds  from  the  fact  that  they  liad  imagined  that^  in 
re-establishing  the  Upper  Houae,  they  placed  it  on  its  old 
ibotiog  and  restored  the  old  Lords,  But  they  have  now  found 
iliat  the  Protector  intended  to  maintain  the  other  House  as 
iiutituted  by  his  &ther,  which  would  not  only  exclude  the  old 
nobility,  but  would  also  destroy  the  authority  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, inasmuch  as  the  Upper  House  would  luive  a  veto  on 
the  Kaolutions  of  the  Commons,  and  would  be  filled  with  per- 
aOQS  choeen  by  the  sovereign,  whereas  the  ohl  Lords  held  tJieir 
kta  in  their  own  right.     Tlits  design  having  become  appa- 
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rent  on  the  day  before  yesterdfiy,  when  the  question  arose  of 
regulating  tlie  autliority  of  this  Upper  House,  threats  and  re- 
proaches were  interchanged  between  the  Moderate  party  aud 
the  Court  party,  without  the  Republicans  interfering  in  the 
quarrel,  or  any  decision  of  the  question  Ijeing  arrived  at.  It 
is  to  be  discussed  again  tomorrow.  However,  it  was  resolved 
yesterday  that  the  fleet  should  be  equipped,  to  be  employed  in 
such  service  as  might  be  judged  expedient ;  this  is  now  the 
prominent  qneetion  of  the  day.  The  minifiter  of  Denmark,  on 
his  side,  has  put  forth  some  writing,  to  guard  hia  master 
against  tliis  storm  j  and  the  Swedes  neglect  no  means  of  ob- 
taining a  hearing  for  their  reasons ;  but  they  accompany  them 
with  an  ostentation  of  their  power,  which  is  more  calculated 
to  alienate  than  to  conciliate  inclinatioua  in  their  favour*  Fur 
my  part,  I  have  declared  to  some  who  have  fieen  me  on  the 
matter^  that  the  desire  of  France  is  to  co-operate  with  Eng- 
land in  cflecting  a  recoucxHation  of  the  northern  States ;  and 
tliat,  to  insure  this,  it  would  be  necessary  to  send  coDimisnon* 
ere  with  the  fleet  to  invite  the  two  Kings  to  make  pcace^ 
This  course  may  probably  l>e  adopted;  but  the  Uepublicaiis 
caiLuot  consent  that  the  fleet  should  sad  in  the  name  of  the 
Protector,  as  they  foresee  that  this  would  be  giving  him  the 
command  of  the  forces.  This  is  therefore  the  great  difficulty; 
and  the  hope  of  overcoming  this  prejudice  may  induce  the 
ministers  of  the  Council  to  make  the  attempt.  The  result 
will  show  whether  the  Protector's  party  is  weakened  or  not. 
The  Republicans  have  no  other  resource  but  to  divide  liis  ad* 
hercnts ;  and  it  is  diOicvdt  to  a.scertain  whether  they  have  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  so  i  but  generally,  it  may  bo  said  that  confu- 
sion still  reigns  in  the  whole  body  [of  Parliament]  ^  composed 
a«  it  is  of  courtiers.  Republicans,  and  Moderate  men^  who  [i.  e. 
the  moderate  men]  wish  for  a  goveniraent  whose  jwwcr  sludi 
be  limitedj  aud  are  as  much  afraid  of  falling  under  the  na~ 
thority  of  the  array  as  under  that  of  the  Republicans.  This 
fear,  and  the  public  belief  that  tlie  Protector  has  failed  in  re- 
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gM««g  the  ftdberence  of  the  leaders  of  the  army,  without  put- 
ting liimself  entirely  in  their  handsj  may  yet  alienate  from 
htm  the  support  of  many,  atttl  it  is  not  easy  to  form  a  certain 
fTfiiuion  on  depositions  of  so  confused  a  character.  1  may 
boreTCf  say  that  it  appears  to  me  that  the  army  coincides 
with  the  Protector  in  r^ard  to  some  pointe  of  government, 
aad  will  consent  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Parliament,  if  that 
body  refuses  to  oocform  to  their  united  views  :  that  the  new 
House  of  Lords  is  one  of  their  points  of  concord,  and  as  it  is 
oofuposed  of  the  principal  officers,  they  intead  to  maintain  it, 
■ikd  thereby  to  secure  the  balance  of  authority  to  themselves ; 
that  already,  in  regard  to  home  aSkirs,  Fleetwood  and  D^- 
Wotigh  a»9ume  great  inflncnce;  and  that  the  Protector  am* 
apt  avoid  yielding  subjection  to  the  Parliament  without  fall- 
ing into  subjection  to  the  armyj^which  however  is  still  di- 
vided, the  subalterns  inclining  to  a  more  Republican  oonstitu- 
tieni  than  their  chiefs  are  desirous  to  c»tahli$h.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  order  will  be  bom  from  thi»  discord,  and  that  all 
will  erentually  concur  in  forming  a  government  in  which  each 
party  shall  be  fairly  represented.  .  .  . 


30.] 


M.  DE  BoRpRAVX  TO  Cakdinal  Mazabin, 

March  7,  1659. 


My  Lord, 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  your  Eminence  did  me  the 
honour  to  write  to  mc  on  the  29tU  ultimo :  the  contents  of 
which  give  me  occasion  to  add  nothing  to  what  I  stated  in  ray 
la*t  letter  in  regard  to  Colonel  Walter's  negotiation,  nothing 
having  subsequently  come  to  my  knowledge  which  would  en- 
able me  to  contradict  the  information  which  your  Eminence 
has  received,  or  to  convict  the  Secretary  of  State  of  hjrpo- 
critical  candour  in  his  protestation  to  me  that  the  said  Colonel 
ha<l  no  commission  from  the  Protector*     I  can  only  confirm 
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my  previous  BtatemcDt  that  it  docs  not  appear  to  me  thai 
Father  Talbot,  a  Jesuit,  has  been  in  England,  nor  can  I  divine 
tbe  motive*  wliicli  would  lead  tlie  Eiij;lUhGoTemmcnt  to  wisL 
to  treat  separately  with  Spainj  now  that  it  admits  that  his 
Majesty  is  deairouB  of  peace,  that  its  own  condition  will  i>^^| 
be  improved  by  a  separate  treaty,  and  that  it  is  unquestioil-  i 
ably  its  interest  to  retain  the  friendBhip  of  France^  far  from 
ginng  U8  any  cause  of  complaint,  and  any  pretext  for  favour- 
ing the  King  of  Scots,  whose  restoration  will  be  easier  when 
the  two  great  crowns  are  agreed.  This  is  the  only  resource  of 
the  Royalists^  and  whether  it  be  well-foimded^  or  whether  they 
flatter  them^lves  with  a  vain  hopCj  the  Protector's  pajty  seems 
to  apprehend  it  will  have  more  difficultieB  in  establishing  its 
position  when  foreign  States  are  without  any  occupation,  as 
they  will  then  be  able  more  easily  to  furnish  underhand  Bis?i»- 
tonce  to  its  enemies ;  and  those  who  are  discontented  with  the 
present  government  of  England  will  be  more  adventurous  in  , 
forming  cnter|irise«  against  it,  if  they  beheve  it  is  abandoned 
by  France,  than  they  are  now  that  France  is  favourable  to  its  I 
interests ;  I  am  almost  pcrBuadod  by  these  coiisi derations,  and 
hy  the  speeches  which  have  reeeutly  been  made  iti  Parliament, 
that  the  Protector  has  no  thought  of  detaching  himself  from 
France^  that  his  anxiety  for  peace  is  not  so  great,  that  the 
vague  answers  of  the  Secretary  of  State  proceed  no  less  &om 
Lis  natural  cokiness  than  from  the  uncertainty  of  affairs  at 
home,  and  that  no  positive  resolution  will  be  adopted  here 
until  the  Protector's  authority  is  more  securely  established. 
It  ia  true  that,  in  return  for  the  confidence  and  sincerity  with 
which  your  Eminence  has  ti'catcd  him  since  the  arrii*al  of  M, 
Pimentel  at  Lyons,  the  Protector  ought  to  speak  more  openly 
than  his  ministera  have  done,  and  not  to  possess  so  great  & 
disposition  to  peace,  if  it  would  be  so  prejudical  to  his  designs 
as  the  Secretary  of  State  gave  me  to  understand  it  woidd  be 
at  our  last  interview,  since  which  I  have  received  no  commu- 
nication firom  him,  although,  nn  taking  leave,  he  promised 


ILLtfSTfiATlTE    LETTERS. 


311» 


iraoM  Hpeedilv  -write  to  mc  ;  and  when  on  the  last  day  of  last 
wtek,  haring  received  your  Eminence's  letter,  I  ioformed  him 
iipjur  impatience  to  be  certified  of  his  Higlmess'a  intentions, 
ht  postponed  his  aoAwer  until  this  afternoon;  but  I  doubt  wbe- 
tWr  the  House  will  nse  soon  enough  to  give  him  tiroe  to  per- 
fona  His  promise  today^  nor  can  I  give  any  assnrance  but  that 
I  thaH  continue  to  impress  upon  him  that  we  can  no  longer 
iday  giviog  an  answer  to  M.  Pimenteh  The  news  received 
from  &broaid  of  the  aocomiDodation  between  France  and  Spain, 
ind  the  sacoeseful  issue  of  the  present  debate  in  Parliami^ntj 
■sy  perhaps  indiKX  the  Protector  to  declare  him^lf.  Some 
DotEhftnts  of  London  hare  also  lately  pi^sented  to  him  a  state- 
ment of  the  advantage  and  injury  which  England  receives  from 
war  with  Spain ;  and  this  renionstrauce  may  have  been  sug- 
gested in  order  that  he  may  derive  some  meiit  from  the  adop- 
tion nf  a  resolution  which  is  unavoidable.  It  is  even  asserted 
that  Mr.  TVhitelocke,  formerly  ambassador  to  Sweden,  and 
now  one  of  the  Keepers  of  the  Seal  of  England^  has  been  a[»- 
pointed  to  ne^tiatc  the  peace ;  but  if  matters  had  been  car- 
ried BO  &r,  Mr.  Lockhart  would  have  already  conveyed  the 
news  to  yon,  and  his  delay  must  in  part  be  attributed  to  the 
irreaoltitiaD  of  the  ministers  here,  aa  it  certainly  would  not  be 
graoefid  to  send  him  back  in  the  present  conjuncture  witliout 
infltmctionB  regarding  the  peace,  Notliing  has  occurred  of 
late  irith  reference  to  the  pacification  of  the  northern  Princes, 
as  far  as  I  am  aware,  and  1  am  still  waiting  for  an  Interview 
with  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  urge  the  departure  of  the  fleet, 
and  to  remove  any  scruples  that  might  delay  it ;  if  pubUc  re- 
port be  true,  the  wind  alone  prevents  it  from  putting  to  sea  at 
once.  It  is  not  however  to  t>e  presumed  tb&t  it  will  sail  be- 
fore the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  our  guarantee- treaty,  or 
imtil  we  hsTC  agreed  on  the  instructions  to  be  sent  to  the 
ministers  of  France  and  England  at  the  Court  of  Sweden. 
The  ambassador  of  Holland  told  me  two  daya  ago  that  he  had 
had  an  interview  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  regarding  the 
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overtiircs  laade  at  ttc  Hague  hy  the  Pensionary  of  Holliuid, 
witLout  obtaLnmg  any  positive  answer  firom  bira,  which  leads 
me  to  iufer  that  it  has  not  yet  been  ftually  decided  wlietber 
the  King  of  Sweden  shall  be  urged  to  give  up  some  of  the 
advantages  secured  to  him  by  the  Treaty  of  Roe&kild.  It  ap- 
pears al&Oj  from  the  si>eeeh  of  the  said  ambassador,  that  hia 
superiors  are  willing  to  keep  back  their  succour  oidy  on  this 
ooudition^  aud  he  speaks  of  this  affiur  with  so  mncb  vehe- 
mence, that  I  found  it  impossible  to  make  him  appreciate  the 
reasons  which  would  prevent  us  from  forcing  that  Prince  to 
conaent  to  so  disadvantageous  a  treaty,  if  we  could  not  induce 
him  voluntarily  to  accept  it ;  this  is  one  of  the  principal  dif- 
hcultiea  which  the  Secretary  of  State  mentioned  to  me,  and 
which  still  remains  to  be  solved.  I  have  no  more  important 
ncwa  to  communicate,  except  that  a  resolution  was  passed  last 
week  to  allow  the  Irish  and  Scotch  members  to  retaia  their 
seats,  without  entering  into  tiie  question  whether  they  were 
lawfully  summoned  or  not,  or  depriving  them  of  the  right  of 
voting  on  their  own  fate.  The  other  meetings  during:  the  week 
were  employed  in  the  discussion  of  private  business,  and  in 
investigating  the  complaint*  of  a  Colonel  in  the  array  against 
one  of  tlie  Secretaries  of  Lord  Henry  Cromwell,  whom  he 
accuses  of  extortion  and  malversation.  An  onlcr  was  Lssue<l 
for  the  said  Secretary  to  present  himself  at  the  bar  of  the 
House.  A  gentleraaUj  formerly  a  Major  in  the  King's  army* 
has  also  complained  that,  without  trial  or  sentence,  he  has 
been  banished  to  the  island  of  Barbadoes,  and  there  sold  in 
the  market  as  a  slave;  this  treatment  has  excited  some  up- 
roar, GT-'en  against  the  Secretary  of  State,  although  no  resolu- 
tion has  been  adopted  ou  the  subject.  Some  merchants  have 
also  presented  a  petition  to  the  Committee  of  Trade  appoiut^l 
by  the  Parliament,  praying  that,  during  the  war  with  Spain^ 
the  trans^Tort  of  mcrchsLudisc  Irora  that  country,  such  as 
wine  and  fruity  may  lie  prohlbitetl  j  at  the  same  time,  others 
have  |)etitiuned  the  Protector  to  make  peace  with  Spain.     At 
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the  question  of  the  new  IIoubc  of  Lonlfl  is  onHer  dis- 
if  and  the  prei^ilesit  Dpinion  i»  tliat  it  will  be  main- 
tained.    The  Pressbylaians  remain  firm  in  their  a<lhcrencc  to 
ak  Protector's  interests;    it  is  sdd   that  the  leading  men 
■mmg  them  hare  been  gained  orer  by  promises  of  a  share  in 
the  Govcminent,  by  the  admission  of  some  of  them  into  tlic 
Comdl^  And  of  others  into  the  army*     It  is  also  stated  that 
Ifc*  An»>M|itiiita  and  other  Sectaries  arc  held  in  check  by  tlic 
hope  of  obtaining  some  aathority,  if  the  House  of  Lords,  com- 
pQMd  of  tlieif  leaders,  is  conUiiuct!  in  wtistrucc.     These  two 
lartiGa  being  agreed,  the  Protector  can  now  tiud  no  difficulty 
in  carnring  out  his  dcsn^na.   He  loses  no  opportunity  of  caresa- 
iag  tke  soldiers^  and  this  morning  he  was  present  when  they 
nueeitcd  their  pay :  he  adilrcs^ed  them  with  much  confidence 
friendilup.  ,  .  . 

have  beard  no  news  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  but  I  learn 
it  has  at  length  been  resolved,  by  174  votes  against  13(), 
that  the  new  Lords  shall  be  mcognixal ;  many  other  members 
alaenled  tliemselves^  because  they  were  unwilling  to  sanction 
this  iiwtitndon,  yet  afiraid  to  oppose  it. 


L]  M.  D£    BOROBACIE    TO   CaRDINAL   MaEABIN. 

Marfh  to,  \tm. 
My  Lord, 

I  waited  for  the  Secretary  of  State  until  ten  o'clock  in  the 

iiing ;  but  instead  of  bringing  rac  (as  he  sent  me  word  fie 

this  morning)  the  answer  which  I  expected,  his  chirf 

rlcrk  came  to  inform  me  on  his  behalf  that  his  Highness  wa» 

■o  greatly  embarrassed  with  hmoe  aifairs,  that  he  could  not 

yet  adopt  any  resolution  on  the  bu^ess  I  bad  commimicatc<l 

to  him,  and  tliat  its  very  importance  ^ould  not  permit  him  to 

settle  it  without  the  advice  of  his  Parliament ;  that  Mr.  Lock- 

hwt  should  ncverlhelcse  have  in&tnictions  to  proceed  to  Court. 

VOL.  I.  t 
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and  that  he  should  be  fully  informed  of  liis  Highneas's  intcn- 
tions^  lx>tli  m  regard  to  this  afiair,  and  to  the  reinforcements 
of  which  I  h!«l  spoken  to  the  said  Secretary  at  our  last  inter- 
view*    I  told  the  clerk  thatj  relying  on  the  promise  made  to 
me,  I  had  awakened  expectations  of  some  more  positive  de- 
cision; that  your  Ernincnce  could  consider  this  answer  only 
a$  tnfting ;  that  it  even  ap^seared  to  me  a  contradiction  that 
the  Protector  should  declare  that  he  could  take  no  resolution 
without  the  advice  of  his  Parliament,  and  nevertheless  should 
promijse  to  scud  Mr.  Lockliart  immediately  with  full  itistnic- 
tiona ;  and  that  I  begged  the  Secretary  of  State  to  give  me 
some  more  positive  answer  to  send  home.     Tlie  clerk,  after 
having  read  a  paper  contaiuing  liis  instructions,  told  me  that 
this  was  all  tlic  explanation  he  coidd  give  me,  and  that,  to  tell 
the  truth,  he  had^  like  myself,  perceived  a  ccrtaiu  amount  of 
contradiction  in  his  master's  lang:uage.     To  have  this  cleared 
up,  I  told  him  to  go  back  to  his  master,  and  inform  him  of 
the  rlifBculty  in  which  be  placed  me;  that  it  was  fitting  that  i 
should  sec  him  not  only  upon  this  businesB,  but  in  order  to 
exchange  the  ratifications  of  the  guarantee-treaty  ;  and  thai 
he  should  let  me  know  whether  I  might  not  promise  some 
other  explanation  to  your  Emiuence,  who  was  awaiting  it  with 
great  impatience.     The  clerk  speedily  returned,  and  informed 
itic  that  his  master  would  not  fail  to  come  and  see  me  on  the 
day  alter  tomorrow ;  that  in  the  meanwhile  I  might  transmit 
to  you  the  answer  which  he  had  already  sent  me,  adding  thatj 
to  teU  the  truth,  Mr,  Lockhart  had  not  yet  received  orders  to 
proceed  to  Parisj  and  that  his  journey  miglit  even  be  deferred 
for  some  days  j  before  which  time  he  hoped  that  the  Protector, 
with  the  asaistaucc  of  Heaven,  would  be  in  a  position  to  t&k« 
his  resolution,  and  to  inform  me  of  it  aa  well  as  Mr.  Lockhart. 
These  arc  the  terms  of  his  two  measagea,  with  which  your 
Eminence  will  doubtless  be  no  better  satiafied  than  you  have 
been  with  his  previous  atis^rcrs.     There  la  however  no  reiwon 
for  aHtoni&hmcnt  at  tbesc  delays,  comiidcring  the  state  of  a£r«irs 


>l 


tLLCSTRATn'E    LF^TTRRS. 


tt  fcom^  wbidi  8til1  remains  as  uncertain  as  ever ;  although  at 
■MiMBllty  an  TbaradaT  last,  tho  ParUami^t  re^olvni,  after 
potncted  debates,  that  the  Protector  should  carry  out  the 
iwulntion  adopted  by  the  House  for  putting^  to  sea  a  consider- 
ihle  fleet  for  the  dcfl^noe  of  the  CoTnmonvealth  and  protection 
rftnde,  without  prejudice  to  the  interest  of  Parli^iment  in  the 
aStn,  and  ita  right  to  make  peace  or  war.  This  determina- 
tioa  ts  thought  to  be  verr  adTantageous  to  bis  Highness,  inas- 
■acfa  «8  it  maintains  him  in  posBeasion  of  the  forces^  and  al- 
thoogli  the  last  clause  seemSf  by  rcssenation,  also  to  establish 
the  right  of  Parliament,  this  clause  is  merely  considered  as  a 
ilialm  HI  for  obtaitiing  the  reference  of  the  laatter  to  the  Pro- 
toetor,  and  thereby  not  only  recogtiizing  hb  attthority,  bat  aXao 
at  hiA  dispoaal  the  most  important  forces  of  the  nation. 
BepfiUicaiis  were  uot  of  this  opinion ;  otbere  wished  to 
Ittre  the  northern  Pnncea  to  fight  out  their  quarrel  between 
tk^naelrea,  and  that  if  the  fleet  were  sent,  it  might  be  in  the 
nsne  of  the  Parliament,  and  for  the  purpose  of  offering  oon- 
ditioaa  oi  accommodation  before  Bupporting  any  particular 
iBterest.  All  these  various  opinions  were  supported  with 
macfa  debate,  but  the  number  of  courtiers  ruiolly  prevailed ;  it 
b  Intiber  to  be  remarked  that  the  House  determined  to  rcftT 
the  natter  to  Che  Protector  alonC;  without  making  any  men- 
tion of  the  Couneilf  so  aa  not  to  authorize  the  GoTemment 
IB  its  established  form ;  and  it  merely  referred  to  him  the 
execution  of  the  resolution  which  had  bc«n  adopted  two  nights 
bdbre  for  the  equipment  of  a  fleet,  ^forcover,  no  one  spoke 
of  giving  assistance  to  either  of  the  Princes  of  tlie  North, 
BO  aa  not  to  prejndgc  the  question^  but  the  welfare  of  com- 
meroe  waa  the  sole  topic  dwelt  upon ;  these  are  the  reflections 
naturally  suggested  by  this  act,  from  which  each  party  expects 
to  derive  advantage.  During  the  rcmaindeT  of  the  week,  no- 
thing of  importance  occurred^  and  today  the  Hon.^  of  Lonlsn 
haa  aguin  been  branght  under  discussion.  The  public  voice 
is  agairort  the  new  establishment,  and  it  is  said  that  the  Pro- 
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tector  is  determiQed  to  maintaiu  it,  which  might  cause  some 
diri^on  between  liim  and  the  Parliament ;  which  body  ahu 
this  morning  heard  the  Governor  of  the  Tower,  in  Tefca^encd 
to  the  comphutit  made  against  him  by  a  gentleman  in  his  eus- 
tody  whom  he  had  not  given  up  to  the  ordinary  tribunals  in 
pimoaace  of  his  orders  to  do  so.  Hia  defence  vaa  a  lettcf 
from  the  deceased  Protector,  ordering  him  to  deliver  his  pri- 
soner iuto  the  hands  of  an  olfieer,  to  be  transported  into  some 
island.  The  Parliament  did  not  conaider  this  excuse  valid^ 
and  has  permitted  the  prisoner  to  prosecute  the  said  governcfl 
for  damages  and  interest  thereon.  It  \&  said  that  tlie  army  il 
now  in  a  better  disposition  of  mind,  and  that  the  officers  in^ 
tended  today  to  sign  a  declaration  to  dispel  the  iropressiow 
which  the  public  has  formed  regarding  their  divisions.  .  .  . 


] 


32.]         M.  DE  Bordeau;e  to  Cardinal  Mazaain. 

Mor^^h  13,  I 
My  Lord, 

My  letter  sent  by  the  last  post  will  have  informed  yon 

Eminence  of  the  message  8cnt  to  mc  by  the  Secretary  of  State 

on  that  same  day^  and  of  his  promised  visit  to  me  yesterday. 

illness  having  prevented  his  coming,  I  went  to  him,  and  cora 

plained  thatj  after  haniig  sent  me  word  in  writing  that  thi 

Protector  wo^dd  declare  to  me  his  intentioua  regarding  pcaca 

he  had  given  roc  only  a  more  general  answer  than  his  previoi 

ones,  and  an  answer  from  which  it  coidd  not  even  he  asccrtAint 

whether  his  Highness  was  resolved  to  treat  or  not;  whereas 

had  expected  that  he  would  communicate  to  me  his  claims,  ( 

at  least  that  he  would  make  no  scruple  to  discover  to  me  coi 

fidentially  what  is  has  present  interest  or  desire,  that  his  Majesty 

being  informed  thcreofj  might  adopt  such  a  course  of  comlui 

as  might  not  be  prejudicial  thereto,  and  also  might  screen  him 

self  from  the  reproach  he  would  inevitably  incur  by  lon^ 
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dcZajring  to  respond  to  tamest  indiuatloiis  of  Spaia  towarda 
peace :  I  therefore  nrgcd  tbe  Secretary,  by  all  the  considera' 
ticms  that  were  Ukely  to  persuade  him,  to  put  mc  in  a  position 
to  relieve  your  EmineDce  from  the  difficulty  in  whioh  all  your 
dnpatcbes  informed  me  yon  were  placed.  It  was  not  however 
poanblcibr  rae  to  extract  from  him  anything  more  than  a  similar 
tiisver  to  that  which  his  clerk  had  brought  me ;  he  confcj«scd 
indeed  that  he  had  led  me  to  expect  a  more  precipe  and  parti- 
cular aiiAweTj  but  that  he  bad  done  so  in  the  belief  that  the 
iDternal  aflkira  of  England  vould  place  the  Protector  in  a  posi- 
tion  to  make  up  his  mind ;  that  at  present^  as  I  well  knew,  his 
eonditioii  waa  no  more  certain  than  before,  that  it  depended  on 
tbe  djeliberations  of  Parliament^  that  there  was  reason  to  hope 
in  a  short  time  matters  would  be  arranged  BatiafactoriJy, 
that  then  I  ebould  be  informed  of  hia  Highnesa's  iiLten- 
tioDa ;  that  in  tbe  meanwhile  I  might  assure  your  Eminence 
tlittt  he  felt  himself  greatly  obliged  by  the  manneT  m  wbtch  we 
treated  him,  and  would  not  abandon  the  interests  or  alliance  of 
P^aDOe  I  and  he  constantly  ooniincd  himself  to  these  general 
poteBtationa,  without  my  being  able  to  induce  him  to  d^ceiid 
to  aaj  particular  explanation,  although  I  preEised  him  to  tell 
loe  if  it  were  desired  here  that  the  King  should  keep  the  treaty 
mm^enac^  and  &aid  that  your  Eminence  would  endeavour  to 
cflect  this : — upon  which  the  Secretary  merely  intimated  to  mc 
tiiatf  aa  the  Protector  would  not  treat  without  the  concmrcnce 
of  France,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  we  should  act  with  equal 
friendUneaa ',  and  he  persisted  in  ilefen^Uog  himself  against  all 
the  arginnents  I  alleged  to  convince  Ulm  that  your  Eminence 
could  not  avoid  giving  &omc  positive  au&wcr  to  M.  Pimcntcl, 
by  reason  of  that  very  declaration  that  the  internal  afiiurs  of 
England  did  not  permit  the  government  to  attend  to  foreign 
affairs,  and  that,  aa  soon  as  he  could,  the  Protector  would  eX' 
plain  hia  views,  cither  through  myself  or  through  Mr.  I^ockhan, 
Failing  to  get  smy  more  satisfactory  auawcr^  I  spoke  to  him 
about  recruits  for  the  English  corpe,  begging  him  to  tell  me 
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candidly  whether  the  EugUah  ambassador  was  to  revisit  France 

eoon>  in  order  tliat  your  EtaiueQcCf  Viho  was  awaiting  Lis  arrival, 
might  take  t^rtatn  mcasrircB  for  the  ensuiiig  campaign.      Hi; 
told  me  thatj  olthuugh  it  was  the  Protector's  intention  to  send 
liim  backj  his  return  might  be  delayed,  and  that  it  vas  exjic- 
dic-iit  thut  I  tihuuld  be  iufurmed  of  the  numlier  of  soldiers  wc 
tlcAircd,  and  of  his  Majesty's  particular  intentions  regarding  the 
c'ltnjpiiigu- treaty  J  in  order  that  the  I*rotector,  baling  digested 
the  matter,  might  determine  it  here,  or  send  over  Mr.  Ixickhartj 
with  full  instructionsj  to  arrange  it  with  your  Emiucucc.     I 
undertook  to  communicate  this  proposition  in  writing,  and  then 
passed  on  to  the  aSairs  of  the  North^  informing  the  Secretary 
that  the  ratification  of  the  guarantee- treaty  had  been  sent  to 
me,  accompanied  with  very  strict  orders  to  represent  to  his 
Uighiiess  how  important  it  was  for  our  common  interest  that 
we  should  apply  ourselves  without  lo«s  of  time  to  the  KHx>n- 
ciliation  of  the  Kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  in  order  tliat 
the  former  might  he  able  to  prevent  the  Emperor  from  throw- 
ing hifl  promijsed  succour  into  Flanders  j  that,  with  this  view, 
he  ought  to  be  diverted  from  attaching  any  furthei'  imix>rtance 
to  the  conquest  of  Denmarkj  for  fear  lest  in  the  meanwhile  the 
House  of  Austria,  taking  advantage  of  the  present  conjuuctarr, 
should  win  over  many  other  States  and  Princes  to  its  side,  cmd 
should  execute  its  design  at  the  penl  of  Denmark,  whose  pro- 
ftcrvution  is  not  so  dear  to  it  as  the  preservation  of  Flanders. 
I  alluded  also  to  tlie  jealousies  wldch  the  States-General  enter- 
tain respecting  a  secret  treaty  between  the  Protector  and  the 
King  of  Sweden,  by  wliich  some  place  in  the  Soimd  or  the  Rlbe 
is  tu  be  gi^eu  iuto  the  hands  of  the  English  to  induce  them 
to  favour  the  conquest  of  Copenhagen,  and  I  rcmru'kcd  tliat, 
among  other  iueonvenicucies  that  woiild  ensue  from  any  such 
connection,  it  was  very  far  removed  from  tlie  object  we  had 
proposed  to  ourselves  in  the  guarantee -treaty,  and  that  to  put 
an  end  to  the  Buspicious  to  which  the  language  of  the  Swedi&b 
ministers  resident  in  London  gives  rise,  and  which  might  suCHoi; 
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I  alienate  the  States-Gcaeral  aud  drive  them  to  extremities^ 
it  waa  necessary  to  df^clare^  Ixttb  her?  and  at  the  Hague  and  to 
tiie  King  of  Sireden,  that  France  aud  England  intend  to  inter- 
fere in  the  northern  wars  only  in  order  to  bring  them  to  a 
ooaielosion,  tkat  the  Protector  has  no  idea  of  establishing  him- 
self in  Chose  quarters,  and  that  the  naval  armament  now  ia 
pRparatkni  io  England  is  to  be  employed  against  whichever 
of  the  two  KiiD^a  shall  refuac  to  make  an  acoonunodatton  on 
reasonable  terms.  I  a^urcd  him  tliat  the  ministers  of  France 
had  orders  to  speak  iii  these  terma^  and  I  insisted  that  similar 
tBstmctions  should  be  sent  to  the  ministers  of  England.  I  also 
informed  him,  with  the  view  to  discover  what  it«  foundation 
may  b^  of  the  statement  which  one  of  the  envoys  of  Sweden 
has  made  to  his  master^  that  France  was  the  cause  that  a  rcso- 
hition  to  assist  bim  has  not  been  adopted  here  sooner.  The 
Secretary  told  me,  with  regard  to  the  guarantee-treaty,  that 
the  Protector's  ratification  of  it  would  be  ready  in  two  days, 
and  that  it  wa«  his  determination  to  execute  it  punctually,  and 
to  fbllow  therein  the  movements  of  France,  as  he  had  done  from 
tbebegtujiing,  as  it  was  very  certain  that,  unlesa  he  had  imitated 
the  ooDduct  of  France,  he  would  not  have  interfered  in  thi^ 
qnarrel ;  that  the  ministers  of  England  had  orders  to  speak  In 
conformity  with  these  views ;  and  that,  whatever  rumoura  might 
be  ctirreut,  no  place  had  been  o&ered  to  the  Protector  by  the 
Sweda,  aud  that  it  would  not  even  be  to  hia  interest  to  accept 
one,  bat  that  it  was  proposed  to  give  the  castles  of  Kronborg 
and  Gtowstat  to  the  Dutch,  as  security  for  the  repayment  of 
the  great  expenses  they  had  incurred.  That,  in  any  case,  there 
appeared  to  be  great  difficulties  in  the  way  of  an  accommoda^ 
tioD  between  the  Kings  of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  as  the  cxecu- 
tMm  of  the  Treaty  of  Roc&kild  is  agreeable  to  neither  of  them, 
for  the  former  of  those  Princes  asserts  that  he  is  in  a  position  to 
retainKxonborg,  and  the  other  declares  that,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  Dutch  and  his  other  allies,  he  can  recover  the  tcrritoriea 
which  he  loet  by  the  said  Treaty  of  Roeskild.  He  also  communi- 
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catcd  to  rac  the  adviceswhicli  he  had  receivciJ  from  Zealaudj  fFom 
which  it  appears  that  the  Kii^  of  Sweden  was  about  to  maks 
a  general  Bssault  on  Copenhagen,  with  great  hopes  of  sdcocss. 
1  assured  liim  that  the  King  woidd  team  with  great  joj  thftt 
hifi  Ilighaess  was  disposed  to  reject  all  the  oSTcrs  that  might 
be  made  to  him,  and  to  have  no  ideas  beyond  the  reconcilia- 
tion of  the  Priucra  in  question ;  and  foreseeing  that  this  pre- 
tended offer  to  the  Dutch  might  be  a  mere  specious  prctcsti  I 
intimated  that  there  was  little  Likelihood  that  the  King  ol 
Denmark  would  be  wiiUug  to  strip  hiraaclf  of  the  two  princi- 
pal fortrcasus  which  remained  to  him,  when  he  was  delivcrtxl 
from  his  enemy :  aud  I  persisted  in  propodng  that  both  those 
Princes  ahould  be  ui^ed  to  defer  to  the  opinion  of  their  friends  ; 
that  if  the  English  fleet  put  to  sea,  it  sliould  be  instructed  to 
propose  an  accomniodatioUj  before  eommciieiivg  any  hostile 
action;  and  that  the  States-General  should  be  innted  to  act 
in  the  same  manner,  and  to  send  orders  to  their  resident  am- 
bassador in  London  to  agree  on  the  conditions  wluch  each  oi 
us  shall  recommend  to  our  allies.  The  Secretary  agreed  lo 
pursue  this  course  of  conduct,  and  told  me  that  the  Eiigtish 
fleet  would  not  put  to  sea  for  some  days,  although  iis  rendez- 
vous is  fixed  for  the  20th  of  this  month,  and  Admiral  Monta- 
gue is  to  set  out  tomorrow.  This  is  very  nearly  the  upshot  ol 
the  conversation  I  had  with  him  on  this  matter*  It  may  he 
inferred  from  it  that  they  have  no  idea  lierc  of  acquiring  uny 
fortress  in  the  north,  although  it  is  reported  to  me  on  good 
authority  that  the  ofier  has  been  made,  and  was  at  6rst  re- 
ceived favourably  enough,  but  that  some  days  agOj  the  eora- 
missionei^  of  his  Highness  replied,  on  being  urged  to  concltidt? 
the  transaction,  that  the  Protector  would  send  the  requisite 
orders  to  his  minister  at  the  Court  of  Sweden,  It  ap]}can» 
also  from  our  discourse  that  they  are  anxious  here  for  an  ac- 
commodation, and  will  omit  no  efibrt  to  induce  the  said 
Princctj  to  agi^ce  to  it^  and  that  no  reason  has  been  given  for 
writing  of  the  offices  of  France  in  terms  of  whii^h  the  falsity 


k  mukifeBtcd  hj  the  guar&ntfie-trcatT.  I  did  not  neglect  to 
Mm  tint,  wbeo  oppoitrmitv  offered,  the  Secret&rr  of  State 
voald  eftoe  tbe  impreaHiona  wliich  that  one  of  the  Swedish 
■tnuBteri  who  loaintaiiis  a  correspondence  vith  M*  Comtin 
(vlfeQ  I  learn  abo  ift  not  a  fair  judge  of  tbe  actions  of  tbe  Cooit 
of  ftmnce)  maj  have  giren  with  a  view  to  attribute  to  himself 
the  meril  of  aD  the  resolutions  which  have  been  adopted  herej 
vhcrc  I  ik»  not  see  that  there  is  anTthiog  now  to  foe  done  in 
.  to  the  paci6catioa  of  the  tiortb^  until  we  rcccire  further 
Iroiii  thence.  If  M.  Terlon  had  returned  into  Zealand^  be 
viQ  hsTe  found  my  letters  there,  and  may  eveo  hare  commenced 
the  execntioit  of  the  guarantee- treaty,  before  the  aasatilt  which 
«as  to  be  made  on  Copenhagen  can  hare  been  attempted.  Tlie 
Mkam  of  this  enterprise  may  render  the  King  of  Sweden  more 
taactefalcL  But  if  he  saeceeds  in  Im  design,  wc  must  give  op 
aO  hope*  of  an  accommodation,— at  least  this  is  the  opinion  of 
tbe  Secretary  of  State^  who  again  professed  to  me  Then  wc 
psrfced  that  his  llighness  would  defer  to  the  wishes  of  his 
mjlB&kyf  both  in  regard  to  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Sp»n,  and 
to  the  interests  of  the  north.  He  also  informed  me  that  he 
hoped  far  a  h^py  iasue  to  the  deliberations  of  the  Parliament, 
wliich  has  been  occupied  dming  the  whole  week  with  the  qucs- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Lords,  without  baling  made  much  pro- 
gieae^  only  it  has  reduced  the  debate  to  this  potntj  whether  the 
House  of  Commons  shall  treat  with  the  persons  who  now  com- 
poee  tbe  other  UofUBCj  an  with  one  of  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
neat;  it  is  very  certain  that  the  general  inclination  of  the 
whole  nsembly  is  very  &r  removed  from  this  result.  Never- 
ibeleM,  the  blind  submission  of  &ome  of  the  members,  and  tbe 
fear  which  others  entertain  of  the  army,  may  make  them  vote 
■g*"*"*  tbdr  own  convictions  in  order  to  d^troy  tbe  old  Lords, 
who  hare  great  influence  in  the  election  of  the  present  Parlia- 
KOGit  and  made  use  of  it  to  return  members  opposed  to  tbe 
KcpuUican  Government,  without  cousidchng  that  the  Govem- 
meut  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  establish  will  entirely  dc- 
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slroy  their  priyileges;  they  now  perceive  thie,  but  it  v 

late,  and  the  best  that  can  happen  to  thera  will  be  that  some 
of  them  may  be  summoned  to  sit  jointly  with  the  new  Lurda* 
The  Parliament  will  continue  the  diecuseion  of  this  sffaxt  to. 
morroWj  and  all  persons  are  agreed  that  if  the  question  is  set- 
tled agreeably  to  the  wishes  of  the  Court,  nothing  will  after- 
wards prove  a  difficulty  to  it.  I  am  aUo  persuaded  that  the 
Protector  h  likely  soon  afterwards  to  make  known  his  views 
with  regard  to  pcaoe-  The  army  mcnnwhitc  remains  sUcnt  j 
a  declaration  was  expected  from  it  whieh  should  make  known 
to  the  public  that  it  was  resoh^  to  maintain  the  Govcrmneut 
as  it  is  now  established ;  but  the  principal  officers  were  not 
willing  to  take  this  step,  although  in  point  of  fact  they  agree 
on  this  point  with  the  Protector.  I  have  already  written  you 
word  that  the  Governor  of  the  Tower  of  London  has  been 
given  up  to  the  ordinary  tribunals  for  having  detained  pri- 
soners in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  late  Protector,  which 
he  produced  before  the  Parliament.  This  reference  of  the 
matter  to  the  Courts  of  Justice  sets  all  those  who  were  impri- 
soned in  his  lifetime,  at  liberty  to  demand  reparation ;  and  it 
seems  as  though  there  were  a  wiUinguess  to  sacrifice  to  the 
fiiry  of  the  people  this  governor  (who  was  originally  a  gold- 
smith, and  afterwards  a  coloneb  and  is  now  one  of  the  ne^H 
Lords),  so  as  to  keep  up  some  shadow  of  freedom.  It  is  also 
said  that  the  Secretary  of  State  may  be  attacked,  as  a  minis- 
terj  for  the  severities  exercised  under  the  late  administration ; 
he  is  on  very  good  terms  with  his  master,  and  the  Parliament 
is  too  submissive  to  find  fault  with  his  principal  officer,  uuless 
the  army  should  take  up  the  matter.  During  thai  loug  sitting 
which  lasted  until  midnight,  the  result  of  wHch  I  communi- 
cated to  you  a  week  ago,  one  of  the  leading  liepublicans  spoke 
against  France,  ascribing  to  us  the  design  entertained  by  the 
Protector  of  succouring  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  condemning 
the  intimate  couiicetion  which  now  exists  between  Englauj^l 
and  ouTselvea;  he  even  made  an  effort  to  persuade  the  House 
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that  oar  friendship  was  not  constant,  that  our  treaty  with 
Spvin  had  been  signed,  am)  that  the  acquisition  of  Dunkirk 
had  beeu  disadvantageous  to  Eu^laud.  This  speech  was  sup- 
ported by  no  othcr^  and  the  Secretary  of  State  told  me  yester- 
daj  that  it  Iiad  produced  no  itnpres^oii.  Therefore;  it  cau  be 
oouidered  only  aa  haiiing  been  made  for  tlie  sole  purpose  of 
ooademnuig  the  conduct  of  the  Government:  and  the  same 
pcfBoa  who  made  it  declared  himself,  when  T  arrived  in  £ng- 
Und,  tooet  incliiicd  of  all  his  coUea^cs  tu  an  accommodation 
with  France,  and  prevented  the  Parliameut  from  ending  suc- 
ouar  U>  Bordeaui^  which  the  Council  of  State  was  then  very 
strou^y  didpueed  to  do. 


88.] 


M.  DB    BoaDfiADX   to    CAfttllNAL    MaKA&IN. 

March  17, 1069. 


it?  Lord, 

The  la&t  two  Icttera,  of  the  Stb  and  12ih  of  thia  month, 
whidi  your  Eminence  has  done  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me, 
hftve  only  just  been  delivered  to  me ;  I  shall  therefore  merely 
■cknottlodgc  their  receipt  today,  and  postpone  tu  the  next  post 
ftoch  information  as  1  may  have  to  ^ve  of  the  success  of  the 
eflorts  which  yon  order  me  to  repeat  on  the  subject  of  peace. 
Not  that  my  last  interview  with  the  Secretary  of  State  gives 
me  re^nn  yet  to  hope  for  any  solution  of  the  question,  unless 
the  debates  in  Parliament  sliould  lead  to  the  adoption  of  some 
definite  determination.  It  has  not  been  for  want  of  time  that 
it  has  been  put  off  to  tliis  hour ;  the  Protector  docs  nothing 
on  his  own  responsibility,  and  the  Secretary,  who  seems  tu 
liave  the  direction  of  foreign  afiairs,  has  often  insinuated  to 
mc  that  it  was  not  yet  the  interest  of  the  government  to  «peak 
of  peace,  although,  according  to  all  I  hear,  his  Highness  is 
voty  ationgly  inclined  thereto.  I  had  indeed  suspected  that, 
under  the  pretext  of  domestic  occupations,  he  waa  deferiing  to 
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gife  me  a  deSsite  answer  in  order,  m  the  mcanwKflc,  to  treat 
wcretlj  with  Spaiu ;  the  journey  of  Coloiid  \\'alter  had  not 
been  concealed  from  me  any  more  tliau  the  propositions  of 
Fatlier  Talbot ;  it  was  even  reported  to  me,  two  days  ago^  that 
the  Protector  waa  lieing  preyed  to  declare  himaelf  by  auotbcr 
emiifiary  of  Spain,  and  that  he  had  referred  bim  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State ;  and  when  he  complained  that  that  minister  had 
no  inclination  to  peace,  his  Highness  replied  that  he  wa£ 
wrongly  inforiDed  on  that  point,  and  that  the  swd  Secretary 
wa&  more  desirous  of  peace  than  he  1)elieved.  But  the  eame 
persons  who  gave  me  this  information  ako  assure  mc  that  not 
only  the  Secretan%  but  the  other  ministers  of  the  Council  to 
whom  the  proposition  has  been  made^  give  only  illusory  an- 
swers which  merely  auggeat  hop^;  that^  when  our  campaign- 
treaty  is  expired,  the  Protector  may  possibly  think  of  an  ac- 
commodation. The  Secretary  of  State  had  ako  informed  mc 
of  the  proposals  of  Father  Talbot,  a  grey  friar  who  has  the  re- 
putation of  being  a  great  scoundrel,  and  who  came  -with  Bod- 
kin; and  as  both  these  Btatemcnts  tally,  t  judged  that  we 
might  safiely  trust  to  the  assurances  which  have  been  solemnly 
renewed  to  me,  tliat  England  would  not  treat  without  France; 
besides  1  do  not  see  that  it  would  be  her  intertet  to  act  other- 
wise towsffda  us,  unless  the  King  should  refuse  to  treat,  as  it 
will  be  far  more  advantageous  to  the  estabUshment  of  the  Pro- 
tector to  engage  his  Majesty  to  guarantee  peace,  than  to  rest 
upon  the  good  faith  of  Spain,  without  now  withdrawing  irom 
a  separate  treaty  which  he  will  be  able  to  bring  about  by  re- 
maining friendly  with  France.  I  shall  not  however  rely  so 
strongly  on  these  considerations,  or  on  the  various  advices 
which  I  receiTC,  as  not  to  endeavour,  on  the  first  opportunity, 
to  disoover  from  the  Secretary  of  State  whether  he  is  really 
acting  with  the  good  faith  he  professes.  The  offer  of  an  aux- 
iliarj'  force  of  men,  which  your  Eminence  orders  mc  to  make^ 
and  which  I  had  already  hinted  at  when  the  officers  of  the 
army  l>egan  to  be  dtx-idcd,  will  put  rae  in  a  position  to  treat  of 
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UUfl  matter.    It  may  be  broached  withont  scmplct  aa  it  is  cer- 
taiii  tliat  Colonel  "Walt^rr's  journey  was  very  public:  and  as  1 
VBtt  told  that  be  had  neither  instructions  uor  aathority,  I 
iboold  not  lay  much  stress  upon  his  proceedings.     With  re^ 
gild  to  the  affairs  of  Denmark,  mj  preriooa  letter  will  have 
iotpiamted  tou  that  I  have  spoken  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
in  confonnity  with  his  Majesty's  intentionSj  and  that  he  disa- 
vowed to  me  all  knowledge  of  the  secret  treaty,  of  which  I  had 
bcrerthelesB  been  informed  hy  a  very  good  authority.    When  I 
deliTer  the  ratification,  there  will  be  an  opportunity  again  to 
ioMnnatc  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  France  to  deprive  the 
King  of  Denmark  of  any  part  of  his  territory^  or  to  favour  any 
coterpriae  calculated  to  tlirow  new  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the 
pacification  of  the  north,  which  England  has  even  greater  in- 
terest to  desire  than  France.     For  some  days^  a  report  haa 
been  spread  that  Copenhagen  haa  been  forced,  and  tltis  news 
k  attribnted  to  a  Polish  envoy  who  haa  lately  arrived  here.   The 
fleet  however  remains  in  the  sojne  state,  and  General  Mon- 
tagne  is  still  in  London;  it  is  said  that  it  was  for  want  of 
money  that  he  did  not  start  last  week,  but  the  Protector  may 
probably  be  w^ting  to  learn  what  the  States- General  will  do, 
and  whether  the  orders  which  have  been  sent  to  Mr.  Downing 
to  inTite  them  to  concur  with  us  in  promoting  reconciliation 
will  not  produce  some  effect,  before  exposing  himself  to  a  war 
which  it  is  in  his  interest  to  avoid  even  if  bi»  natural  character 
were  not  very  pacific^  as  his  own  position  is  not  so  stable  that 
be  should  have  no  cause  to  dread  a  maritime  power.     It  is  very 
true  that  the  Parliament  la  composed  of  members  wcU-iutcn- 
tinned  towards  him,  but  the  army  is  still  divided  into  different 
factions,  and  the  Protector  will  find  it  difiicult  to  firee  himself 
&om  the  control  of  the  first  of  these  bodies  without  falling 
into  subjection  to  the  other.     Nothing  was  settled  agalu  lost 
week  in  regard  to  the  questionj  wliich  haa  been  delmted  for 
^H    90iiie  daya,  but  to  all  appearance  it  will  be  decided  today  in 
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this  morning,  against  the  wiabes  of  tlic  Republicans,  that  ttc 
Parliament  sbould  meet  tliis  afternoon  to  put  an  end  to  the 
matter,  and  &ome  of  tbe  Prc&bytcrian  leaders  have  spoken 
strongly  in  favour  of  the  House  of  new  Lords.  When  this 
affair  h  finished,  it  Bcems  that  others  will  not  be  likely  to 
occasion  much  difficulty :  every  one  ia  therefore  anxloualy 
looking  for  the  issue  of  tbe  present  debate. 


34.]         M.  pK  BoanEAUi  to  Cahdikal  Mazarin. 

March  20.  16S9. 
My  Tjoid, 

Since  I  last  wrote,  I  have  not  seen  the  Secretary  of  State  or 
any  other  minister;  they  have  been  so  much  occupied  in  the 
Parliament  that  T  could  not  with  propriety  demand  an  inter- 
view with  them;  nor  was  there  nnv  likelibond  of  obtaining 
from  them  any  satisfaction,  as  affairs  arc  still  in  the  aame  st 
a&  when  the  Secretary  asked  for  time  to  come  to  a  resolution 
on  the  nHair  which  I  had  orders  to  communicate  to  him.  It 
cannot  even  be  di^-ined  whether  the  pretexts  for  these  delays  ' 
will  goon  ccttsc,  08  new  incidents  occur  every  day  which  pre- 
vent the  Parliament  from  deciding  those  quc3tions,  on  the 
detenninatiou  of  which  depends  tlie  establishment  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  England.  Your  Eminence  will  have  seen,  from 
the  last  letter  which  I  did  myself  the  honour  to  write  to  voUj 
that  the  Parliament  met  in  the  afternoon  for  the  purpasc  of 
coming  to  some  determination  as  to  the  recognition  of  the 
new  Lords ;  but  after  having  sat  for  an  hour  after  midnight, 
the  Illness  of  the  Speaker  made  it  necessary  to  odjoum  the 
debate  to  the  nest  day  without  coming  to  any  decision  ;  all 
this  time  was  spent  in  long  harangues  by  men  of  all  parties ; 
there  were  even  reproaches  and  menaces  uttered  on  both  titles, 
and  one  of  the  mcmljcrs  having  attempted  to  excite  terror  bv 
representing  the  Protector  in  arras,  General  Fairfax  grew  very 
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mgnr,  and  dedarcd  that  he  would  no  longer  remain  in  a  place 
vltere  force  was  to  be  employed  to  procure  the  adoption  of 
reaolations.  The  Secretary  of  State  was  not  spared,  because 
be  let  fall  some  expressions  against  the  Republicans;  and  eTcn 
if  the  question  had  been  settled  that  evenin^^  the  Court  party 
would  not  have  carried  it.  On  the  next  day  the  House  re- 
named  sitting  until  ten  o'clock  in  the  eveningj  and  merely 
resolved  on  adding  this  cl&u^  to  the  question :  *'  without  pre- 
judice to  the  rijE^ht  of  the  old  Pcei^,  who  have  done  nothing 
agBiii«t  the  Goremroent,  in  case  they  should  be  lawfully  suro- 
moned  to  be  members  of  this  House  of  Lords.''  This  modi- 
fiiation  was  proposed  1^  the  Court  party  in  order  to  give  «ome 
tatMLfection  to  the  old  Peers,  and  by  this  conccasioT)  to  prevent 
mAny  members  who  are  dependent  on  them  from  joiniug  the 
Bcpahlicans.  This  addition  to  the  question  was  however  cur- 
ried by  only  one  vote  ;  and  as  those  who  do  not  wish  to  treat 
at  all  with  the  new  House  were  oppo&ed  to  it^  it  would  seem 
that,  as  the  Court  party  prevailed  on  the  day  before  yestcrdaji 
the  sub^antial  question  should  have  met  with  no  further  dif- 
fictdty,  and  have  b^u  deodcti  yesterday ;  but  a  new  incident 
was  mooted,  namely,  whether  the  members  for  Scotland  and 
Iroland  shoidd  have  a  voice  in  this  matter,  and  this  was  done 
apparently  with  a  design  to  weaken  the  Court  party,  by  ex- 
dixding  them  from  voting.  The  illness  of  the  Sjicaker  having 
compelled  him  to  request  the  House  to  discharge  him  from 
Ms  office,  or  at  least  to  give  him  time  to  recover  his  health, 
his  excnae  was  admitted ;  another  was  elected  to  serve  during 
hia  al»eacc  only,  and  the  new  question  was  afljourned  to  thia 
momiug;  it  was  debated  in  due  course,  and  has  been  ad- 
}ouTOed  to  tomorrow,  without  any  great  likelihood  of  being 
terminated  then,  as  the  matter  may  ftimish  all  the  spealierB 
with  ample  m^ns  of  gaining  time ;  acoordinglyj  it  cannot  yet 
be  fivcseen  when  there  will  be  an  end  to  all  these  debates,  nor 
when  the  Protector  wiU  be  in  a  condition  to  attend  to  other 
ntfairs,     Yesterday,  Major-Gencral  Overton,  whom  the  Par- 
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Imraent  baa  had  brought  from  Jersey  where  he  was  a  prisoner, 
entered  London^  having  an  escort  of  four  nr  five  hundred  borsc- 
raen,  volunteers  wlio  had  gone  to  meet  him ;  he  was  howerer 
stiH  detained  in  custody,  and  the  Court  is  not  at  all  pleased 
iritb  bis  vanity  in  suffering  all  these  i>eople  to  accompany  him, 
raoetof  them  carrjing  laurcl-hranchcs.  Sucliwas  the  triumphal 
entry  of  those  three  persona  who  had  been  mutilated  by  sen- 
tence of  the  Bishops  of  England  before  the  revolutionary  moTC- 
meut  began ;  but  at  that  time  there  was  no  army  to  mwntaiu 
the  authority  of  the  King,  and  the  Parliament  was  otherwise 
disposed  than  that  which  is  now  sitting,  so  that  tliere  is  now 
no  reason  to  fear  the  consequences  of  these  popular  gather^ 
ings.  The  widow  of  Hewet,  the  minister,  who  was  beheafled 
last  summer,  has  also  lately  presented  a  petition  against  thoac 
who  tried  her  husband ;  and  other  complaints  have  been  made 
against  the  Major- Generals  who  governed  the  country  for  some 
time  J  but  all  these  proceedings  arc  not  lield  in  any  account, 
m  the  Parliament  is  well-intentioned.  This^  my  Lord,  is  all 
that  affairs  here  give  me  occasion  at  present  to  (wmmunieate  j 
I  leave  it  to  the  letters  of  M.  Terlon's  secretary  to  inform 
your  Eminence  of  the  success  of  the  assault  which  tlie  Swedes 
have  made  on  Copenha^n ;  their  loss  was  stated  here  at  fir^t 
to  be  greater  than  it  really  is,  and  to  prevent  this  exaggera- 
tion from  producing  any  bad  effect,  their  miniatcrs  are  now 
circulating  the  rumour  that  their  King  has  since  carried  ihc 
town  J  but  the  Secretary  of  State  has  received  no  such  news, 
and  it  is  very  improbable.  General  Montague  is  daily  on  the 
point  of  setting  out  for  the  fleet :  I  do  not  Icarn  however  that 
it  \a  to  put  to  sea  yet,  and  if  the  event  of  this  assault  has  not 
led  to  the  adoption  of  some  other  resolution,  the  departure  of 
the  fleet  will  not  be  hurried  until  some  news  is  received  about 
the  fleet  of  Holland.  .  .  . 
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^.]  M.  DE    BoBDE4CX   TO    CaRDIXAL   Ma2AR1N. 

Afarcft  i7-31,  1659. 
My  Lard, 

Tbe  letter  vhich  your  Eminence  did  me  the  honour  to  write 
to  mtc  on  the  22nd  of  this  month,  having  Ijeen  delivered  to 
mat  today,  just  as  I  was  going  to  the  Secrrtary  of  SUte,  L 
fcwnd  mjidf  in  a  condition  to  satisfy  itd  contc:nts«  br  urgenti y 
piiMJiHj  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  which  they  have  de- 
b^^  ginng  me  to  this  moment,  and  intimating  that,  although 
M.  Pimentel  has  been  sent  baek.  to  Flanders,  it  va&  svith  the 
■Mil  I  ■line  Hat  ere  long  the  King  would  be  infonned  of  the 
pvetoiaiiOQa  of  the  English  Goveromcnt,  and  his  Majesty  there^ 
fmc  cotild  Dotj  without  exposing  himself  to  the  reproaches  of 
all  ChristcDdom,  remain  longer  in  his  present  uneertunty  aa 
to  tlie  Protector'a  views,  I  even  went  ao  far  as  to  sngg^  that, 
if  it  were  impOBsible  for  his  Highness  to  make  up  liid  mind 
just  yet,  be  might  at  least  give  9ome  general  statement  of  his 
mrti  nation ;  and,  in  fine,  1  omitted  none  of  the  reaaons  which 
your  Eminence  has  indicated  in  all  your  despatches,  in  order 
to  obtain  the  explanation  you  de&ire^  The  Secretary  never- 
theless at  first  only  gave  me  a  similar  answer  to  those  I  had 
previovBly  reccired  6t>m  Hm,  and  continued  to  asciibe  bia 
master^s  irresolution  to  his  domestic  embarrassments ;  not  that 
he  had  no  time  to  think  of  other  aSairs,  but  because  he  eould 
take  no  definite  course  until  the  Parbament  had  finished  the 
debfttes  which  are  now  in  prepress.  He  aUo  dwelt  at  some 
length  on  tlie  rarions  dispositions  of  that  body  in  regard  to 
peftoe,  representing  the  Republicans  to  be  strongly  inclined  to 
conclude  it,  and  some  of  them  ready  even  to  break  with  France, 
while  tbc  other  members  are  entirely  aubmissiTc  to  the  will  uf 
llie  Protector.  This  e\prcssion  having  given  me  a  pretext  for 
asking  what  the  will  of  the  Protector  was,  the  Secretary,  nfter 
soiDe  attempt  to  evade  an  answer,  finding  himself  hard  pres$c<1, 
deolajned  to  me  very  plmnly  that  necessity  might  furcc  hiuj  tu 
VOL.  I.  2 
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make  peace,  but  that  it  would  be  a^amst  his  incliuation  to  do 
80;  which  a  little  surprised  me  after  the  very  opposite  opi- 
mona  which  he  had  professed  in  our  other  couferenoes,  and  1 
thought  it  ray  duty  to  tell  him  that,  although  his  Majesty 
dcsifed  to  presence  the  close  uniou  which  existed  bctweea 
Fraucc  aiid  Eugland,  and  to  accommodate  hifi  own  conduct  to 
the  cxij^ucies  of  the  Protector's  aflairSj  yet  as  the  posture  of 
affair*  in  France  would  not  permit  him  to  carry  on  a  perpetual 
war,  it  was  desirable  that  the  Protector  should  have  regard  to 
this  consideration^  aud  dispose  himselfj,  on  his  side,  towards 
peace.  I  also  took  this  opportunity  to  speak  of  Colonel  Wal- 
ter's journey  into  Fiaudera,  intimating  that^  if  the  report*  I 
hod  heard  were  true,  there  was  not  so  much  repu^ance  felt 
here  to  treat  as  the  Secretary  professed.  He  made  a  thousand 
protcatatious  to  me,  begging  me  to  have  confidence  in  him ; 
and  stating  that  the  said  Colonel  had  never  had  any  commis- 
sion to  make  any  overtuTc^  that  they  had  iu  truth  given  him 
permission  to  go  over  to  apply  for  the  payment  of  a  consider- 
able sum  which  is  due  to  him  from  Spain  for  the  transport  of 
some  Irishmen,  but  that,  far  from  having  made  any  use  of 
Idm,  they  had  refused  hira  permission  to  go  into  Flanders ; 
and  that  moreover  he  was  too  imbecile  a  man  to  l>e  cutrustcd 
with  a  commission  of  so  much  importance;  and  that  there 
were  many  other  persons  in  England  fitted  to  l>e  employed 
with  less  publicity  J  and  that  I  might  promise,  without  fear  of 
bcitig  exposed  to  any  reproach,  or  disavowed  by  this  Goveru- 
mcnt,  that  the  Protector  vrill  neither  receive  nor  listen  to  any 
proposal  without  communicating  it  to  the  King.  These  assu- 
rances having  been  given  me  in  such  positive  terms^  I  eoidd 
not  avoid  receiving  them  as  thoroughly  sincere ;  and  fell  back 
upon  the  importuuitics  of  M  *  Pimcutelj  and  the  promises  which 
your  Eminence  had  given  him,  in  coiisequeucc  of  the  declara- 
tions I  had  received  here  that  the  Protector  was  not  leas  in- 
clined to  peace  than  his  Majesty.  The  Secretary  thereupon, 
modifying  the  declaration  he  had  just  made  to  me,  informed 
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me  that  lus  Highnnft  voald  bald  the  same  course  of  conduct 
SB  Vtmaeti ;  that  in  a  short  time  he  vould  probably  be  in  a 
pniitiott  to  ^re  fiUltr  explanationsj  but  that  at  present  we 
mast  not  expect  any  farther  inibrmatioa  as  to  his  policy.    He 
DevcttlneleaB  aaked  me  whether  we  should  retain  all  th^  con- 
qWiH>  made  ia  Flanders,  alle^n^,  as  the  pretest  for  liia  ca- 
fiomtjj  that  if  the  Tlngldsb  Govemooeat  were  informed  of  the 
eemditioDa  on  which  FTantx  was  willing  to  treaty  mora  deci^ire 
would  be  taken  in  regard  to  the  accommodation  with 
1  declared  myeelf  to  be  imperfectly  instructed  on 
ftfaw  pmnt,  hut  gave  reason  to  hope  that  your  Bmiocuce  would 
not  refuse  to  oommimicate  your  views  to  the  Protector's  min- 
iater;  and  I  did  not  omit  to  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  as  most 
of  the  places  which  the  King  had  conquered  belonged  to  the 
UMieot  domain  of  France,  they  couJd  not  be  demanded  of  him 
again  with  any  justice;  but  that,  as  for  the  rest,  they  might 
be  OMJaanged  for  those  which  we  have  lost^  and  that,  to  all 
■^ttiAUce,  DO  great  difficulty  was  lilLcly  to  arise  on  thla  point. 
Hie  Secretary  did  not  enter  further  into  this  questian,  and 
not  weing  any  likelihood  of  obtaining  from  him  any  more 
aatisfitftioii  with  regard  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  I  passed  on  to 
the  ijtten  which  your  Eminence  had  instructed  me  to  make  in 
amt  the  Protector  Bhoold  have  need  of  succoar  from  France; 
tinw  oOen  were  received  with  gi^eat  demonstmtions  of  grati- 
ttrikv  and  promises  that  his  Ilighneas  should  be  informed  of 
tlieai  at  once.  1  aAcrwards  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  afiabs  of 
the  noirth  ;  when  the  Secretary  interrupted  me  to  conuuuni- 
eafte  to  me  the  advices  which  he  received  yesterday  by  an  ex- 
proa  from  Mr,  Downing ;  as  they  related  merely  to  the  result 
of  a  conference  which  that  minister  had  at  the  Hague  with 
the  Penstonaiy  of  Uollaod^  and  of  which  ^^.  dc  Thou  must 
bare  sent  you  an  account,  I  refer  you  to  his  letters  on  the 
raf^ect     It  would  aUo  be  superfluous  to  report  to  your  Emi- 
nence the  iong  conversation  which  wc  had  on  tliis  subject :  I 
will  ooly  say  that  the  Secretary  of  State  a^in  solemaly  de- 
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clared  to  me  tliat  the  Protector  had  no  thonght  of  making; 
conquests  either  in  Gernoauy  or  on  the  shores  of  the  Baltic 
Sea,  and  that  he  had  taken  arms  solely  at  the  ini^tigation  of 
France,  in  order  to  protect  the  King  of  Swetlcm  against  hia 
cnemiea :  that  the  propositions  ma<]e  by  the  Pensionary  of 
lloUantl  appeared  to  him  to  be  captions,  and  put  forward  for 
the  pnqKtsc  of  gaining  time^  during  which  the  United  Pro- 
vinces win  finish  putting  their  fleet  into  a  condition  to  reader 
powcrfij  aid-  to  the  King  of  Denmark  ;  that  M.  de  Thou  fras 
being  greatly  caressed  at  the  Hague  in  order  to  make  liim  fall 
into  thi&  snare  ;  that  the  treaty  of  Koe&kild  ought  in  truth  to 
serve  as  the  fonndation  for  the  treaty  which  we  are  deairoiu 
of  making  between  the  two  northern  Princes;  but  that  it  waa 
to  be  fearetl  that  neither  of  them  would  accept  it  as  such,  and 
that  we  ought  to  make  tip  onr  minds  whether  in  that  case  we 
would  support  the  conquest  of  Copenhagen,  supposing  it  were 
the  fault  of  t}ie  King  of  Sweden  that  our  common  good  offices 
did  not  produce  a  reconciliation,  or  whether  we  should  abandon 
him^  leaving  the  Dutch  at  liberty  to  carry  assiBtancc  to  tlie 
King  of  Dcnmarkj  on  giving  assurance  that  they  had  no  other 
purpose  than  to  restore  the  said  Princes  to  tlie  position  they 
were  in  before  the  late  war.  He  fiirther  proposed  to  me,  as  a ' 
third  conrse,  that  we  should  agree  with  the  States- General 
that  neither  France,  nor  England,  nor  the  United  Provinces 
should  assist  their  allies  for  a  year,  during  which  they  should 
be  left  to  fight  out  their  quarrel  between  themselves,  or  come 
to  an  accommodation,  as  they  pleased  j  he  desired  ray  opinion 
on  this  suggestion,  in  order  that  M.  dc  Thou  and  Mr.  Down- 
ing might  act  upon  it,  and  that  instructions  might  be  sent  ta 
them  this  evening.  All  these  overtures  were  couched  in  temu 
which  make  it  evident  that  the  inclination  here  is  to  favour  She 
designs  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  whatever  they  be ;  and  although 
the  said  Secretary  has  often  declared  to  me  that  consideration 
for  our  wishes  alone  caused  England  to  act  in  the  matter,  that 
she  had  no  interest  in  maiutaiuiug  tlie  King  of  Sweden,  that 
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flhc  coald  not  bear  hy  herself  the  expense  of  £300,000  wliicU 
the  equipment  of  tfae  fleet  would  cost,  and  that  if  we  onlj 
ifid  to  secure  the  cieeutkm  of  the  Treaty  of  Roeekild,  there 
DO  ueceasaty  to  incur  sach  g;peat  expeiifK^;  it  seemed  to 
me  that,  to  orfer  to  foUowput  his  Majesty's  intentions,  I 
cotdd  not  giv'e  m  j  assent  to  the  last  two  propositions,  nor  agree 
the  King  of  Sweden  shonld  be  left  at  liberty  to  prefer  the 
of  Denmark  to  other  enterprises  which  he  rai^ht  un- 
dertake with  greater  advantage  to  the  common  c&use.  And 
I4dter  hsTing  pointed  ont  that  the  Protector  would  be  even 
I  exposed  than  ourselves  if  the  Swedes  did  not  give  Bome 
emptoymcnt  to  the  Emperor,  thsX  his  Majesty  on  his  part  waj» 
at  &r  greater  expense  than  England  in  order  to  pat  them  into 
s  position  to  do  sOj  and  that  furthermore  the  continuation  of 
tbe  wmr  with  Denmark  was  opposed  to  the  object  which  we 
had  in  view  in  the  guarantee-treaty,  inaflmuch  as  it  woidd 
Senate  the  whole  of  Germany^  and  instead  of  producing  a  di- 
'verrion  which  would  prevent  the  Emperor  ^m  sending  troops 
into  Flanders,  it  would  put  him  in  a  position  to  execute  the 
t  which  he  had  funned  at  the  solicitation  of  Spain,  which 
i  less  interested  in  the  prcsen'ation  of  Denmark  than  in  the 
I  of  the  Netherhmds ;  that  this  same  war  would  entirely  oc* 
cupy  France  and  the  United  PtoTinces,  whatever  aasnrances 
we  might  offer  them  that  we  wotdd  maintain  them  in  the 
^  Baltic  trode  witji  as  much  freedom  as  they  bai'e  had  in  past 
if  the  Sound  should  fall  into  the  power  of  the  King  of 
Sweden,  which  the  Secretary  of  StAte  had  proposed  to  me  as 
a  means  of  inducing  them  to  Lay  down  their  arms.  I  was  of 
opini<m  that  wc  must  absolutely  bring  the  King  of  Sweden  to 
an  accommodation  in  order  to  succeed  in  our  object,  and  aroid 
I  mare  whi<^  the  Dutch  might  lay  for  us ;  that  the  English 
;  should  put  to  sea  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to  pass  the 
ad  and  prevent  any  assistance  beiDg  sent  by  the  Dutch  ; 
that  at  the  same  time^  the  mimsters  of  France  and  England 
ahoold  haTc  orders  to  invite  the  Kings  of  Sweden  and  Deu- 


342  ILLTTSTEATIVB   LSTTtRS. 

murk  to  execute  tlio  Treaty  of  Koeskild,  and  to  deprive  the  for- 
mer of  those  Priucca  of  all  idea  th^t  we  are  vUUng  to  favour 
the  conquest  of  Copenhagen  or  hia  other  dcai^iia  oti  Denm&rk, 
if  he  rrjccts  the  counaelfl  of  his  iVienda,  imd  at  the  same  time 
to  inform  his  eticmy  that  the  Enghsh  fleet  will  undertake  no- 
thing to  hia  disadvantage  unless  he  refuses  to  agree  to  thi» 
aceommodation,  and  that  in  fact  it  will  not  act  nutil  each  of 
the  beUigerents  bo^  declared  his  vievs ;  that  in  the  vneanwhilo 
the  State«-General  shall  be  informed  of  this  resolution,  «nd 
invited  not  to  send  their  fleets  in  order  to  avoid  all  occasions 
of  hoHtility,  hut  rather  to  use  their  good  offices  with  the  KJugf 
wi  Denmark  in  order  to  di»posc  Mm  towards  peace.  The  Se- 
cretary did  not  fail  in  with  my  views ;  he  wishes  that,  if  the 
fleet  once  puts  to  sea,  it  should  support  the  designs  of  the  King 
of  Sweden,  even  if  he  refuses  to  make  peacCj  and  persist  iu  the 
conquest  of  Zealand,  or  that  England  should  not  interfere  at 
all  ill  the  quarrel  ;  aiid  on  this  ground  he  doc*  not  approve  of 
our  agreeing  here  on  the  moflifi cations  which  the  Dutch  wish 
to  make  in  the  Treaty  of  Kocskild,  .  .  *  I  cannot  say  whether 
the  fleet  will  a&il^  aa  the  Secretary  did  not  give  me  a  categorical 
answer  to  the  qncstion  which  I  put  to  him  on  the  subject. 
Our  difference,  or  domestic  afl'airs,  may  probably  detain  it  for 
some  daya,  and  your  Emiueiicc^  if  I  mistake  not,  wil)  have  time 
to  resolve  my  scruple,  which  is  caused  principally  by  what  you 
have  done  me  the  honour  to  write  to  me  regarding  the  war 
with  Denmark.  I  ncit  lu'gcd  that  Mr,  Lockhart  sliould  be 
sent  backj  intimating  that  the  expectation  of  hia  a^^dy  Tetnm 
had  prevented  you  from  Rending  me  instructions  as  to  the  re- 
newal of  tlie  campaign-treaty.  The  Secretary  of  State  a^siurcd 
me  tliat,  in  a  few  days,  he  should  set  out,  but  he  nm'crthele^a 
gave  rac  to  understand  that  he  was  detained  by  the  state  of 
affairs  here.  ...  I  will  add  to  this  narrative,  which  elucidates 
the  state  of  feeling  heirc  witli  regard  to  peace  with  Spain  and 
in  the  north,  that,  having  recently  made  special  inquiries  re- 
garding the  negotiation  of  the  Jesuit^  Father  TollKit,  I  found 
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tb«t  he  tt  not  in  Englaod,  and  has  not  been  for  some  time ; 
Um  it  t»  his  brother  the  Cordelier,  who  has  made  some  pro- 
pontionii,  among  others,  one  for  the  marriage  of  the  Duke  of 
Yotk  with  the  Protector's  sister,  which  was  treated  here  as 
lidimlmiH,  90  that,  being  tinable  to  find  any  credetice,  he  re- 
toned  TOto  France,  with  that  Iri&h  arcbbiabop  whom  your  Emi- 
nmoe  had  recommended  to  me^  to  seek  a  better  fortune.    The 
nnie  m&rmation  had  been  given  me  by  BodkinA,  and  it  ha» 
been  eonfirmcd  to  me  by  such  good  authority  that  it  may 
Ibr  true.    I  think  moreover  that  if  this  government  wished 
to  treat  with  Spaia^  it  wonld  not  adopt  the  mediation  of  priests, 
•B  it  ha«  mauy  other  means  at  its  command.    The  ambassador 
ci  UaUand  even  stated  formerly  that  hi^  superiors  would  not 
btJMt  to  render  so  good  a  scrrice.    As  regards  his  Riglmeas'fl 
mdiiuitions,  they  are  towards  peace ;  but  aa  he  allows  himself 
to  be  led,  his  opinions  iire  not  greatly  to  be  conaidered ;  and 
HDoe  hu  ministers^  of  whom  the  Secretary  of  State  ia  the  chief, 
judge  it  advisable  to  continiie  the  war,  the  accommodation  of 
France  or  the  Parliament  are  alone  capable  of  produdng  other 
reaolatioDs ;  and  certain  measures  may  be  taken  in  reliance  on 
the  protestations  which  have  been  renewed  to  me  ag^  today 
that  England  will  not  dissociate  herself  firom  France,  unless 
flome  change  should  occur  in  the  Goreniment,    It  also  appears 
to  me^  in  regard  to  the  wars  in  the  norths  that  great  distrust 
is  feit  of  the  conduct  of  the  Dutch,  and  that  professions  are 
made  of  unwillingness  to  break  with  them ',  nevertheless,  the 
gOTemment  will  not  fail  to  send  the  fleet  into  the  Sound.   But 
I  caimot  avoid  still  feeling  umbrage  at  the  design  of  supporting 
the  oonqneet  of  Denmark  if  the  King  of  Sweden  c^mot  be  in- 
dnoed  to  make  peace.    1  am  waiting  with  some  impatieuee  for 
Uie  confidential  commtLnication  which  the  Secretary  of  State 
agreed  to  makCj  in  ordcrto  be  further  enlightened  on  the  matter, 
after  having  solemnly  declared  that  if  England  engaged  in  any 
new  war  by  a  treaty  which  should  give  her  any  places  on  the 
of  the  Baltic,  France  would  not  consider  herself  under 
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Bny  obligation  to  pursue  tlic  aaiDC  couree.  There  wiU  be  less 
iiioonvcuicucc  in  nllowiug  tlie  English  fleet  to  act  with  full 
liberty  than  in  increasing  this  coolness,  which  appears  to  give 
a  pretext  for  abandoning  the  aSaii^  of  the  north  to  the  good 
faith  of  the  States- General.  As  the  ministers  of  Sweden 
have  not  seen  me  since  the  funeral  of  the  late  Protcetor, 
all  theee  negotiations  have  been  cai'ried  on  without  their  par- 
ticipation, and  I  have  no  hope  that  their  conduct  will  be 
more  praiscivorthj  than  that  of  M,  Courtin,  as  one  of  them 
Kianifests  so  much  bad  fiiitli  iu  his  letters.  The  guarantee- 
treaty  will  efface  the  impression  which  those  letters  have 
produced,  although  the  ministcra  of  that  State  do  not  pub- 
lish^ as  others  have  doncj  that  France  caused  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  of  England  to  send  a  fleet  into  the  Baltic 
Sea,  which  has  given  occasion  to  some  members  of  Parliament 
to  speak  against  our  close  connection,  and  to  say  that,  when 
England  was  engaged  iu  the  conflict,  we  should  abandon  her. 
The  ambassador  of  Holland  has  not  failed,  on  Ids  part,  to  at- 
tribute to  us  the  despatch  of  this  succour,  and  the  King  of 
Sweden  would  seem  to  be  the  only  person  who  is  not  persuaded 
of  it,  I  have  sent  sufficient  information  to  the  Chevalier  de 
Terlon  to  put  him  in  a  i)Csition  to  make  known  the  truth.  It 
now  remains  for  me,  mj  Lord,  to  speak  of  the  affiurs  of  Eng* 
land ;  they  are  still  in  the  same  state  as  ray  previous  letten 
described  them,  as  the  Parliament  has  adopted  no  reaolutioR 
of  any  importance  during  the  last  few  days,  on  account  of  t3ic 
illness  and  death  of  the  last  Speaker.  A  third  was  elected 
yesterday,  and  the  liberation  of  Major-General  Overton  waa 
debated,  which  was  immediately  ordered  as  aii  act  of  justice, 
although  the  Secretary  of  State  demanded  that  it  should  be 
postpoued  for  a  few  days.  It  waa  afterwards  ordered  that  all 
the  other  prisoners  of  State  detained  in  distant  islands  and 
castles  should  be  brought  before  the  Parliament,  and  that  au 
Act  should  be  passed  to  prevent  similar  imprisonments  in 
future,  as  contrary  to  the  liberties  of  the  people.     Today  the 
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qwtaUon  of  the  Scotch  and  Irish  members  has  been  agaiti 
hiM^glit  jbrward ;  the  question  is  whether  they  shall  be  allowed 
to  wfittk.  uid  rote  in  their  own  cause,  and  apparently  it  will  be 
difficulk  to  prevent  them  ^m  doing  so.  An  Act  has  been 
imposed  in  the  new  House  to  suppress  the  title  of  Lord  in  re^ 
^nd  to  the  new  as  well  as  the  old  nobility ;  rraen^'ing  that 
{■crogative  to  the  Protector  and  great  OfiSccr^  of  State  alone. 
But  the  suggestion  was  not  supported^  although  it  waa  made 
br  ^fajor-General  Desborongh.  The  same  House  has  passed 
Act  in  conformity  ^-ith  that  of  the  House  of  Commons 
the  dispo&al  of  the  fieet,  wliich  is  referred  to  tlie 
Protector :  thus  instead  of  the  House  of  Lords^  aa  in  former 
thiws,  serrin^  as  an  example  to  the  people's  Housc^  the  new 
lior^  now  conform  their  conduct  very  regularly  to  that  of  the 
Cttmnaooi,  passing  the  Acts  which  the  Commons  hare  decreed, 
m  the  rciy  same  term*.  As  for  the  army,  it  is  still  in  the 
amme  state,  and  some  imagine  that  diecontents  will  break  ont 
vhen  the  questions  of  the  militia,  and  of  the  negatire  voice, 
are  diseosaed :  it  is  indeed  rery  certain  that  the  faction  op< 
poaed  to  the  Protector  still  exists,  and  that  the  reconciliation 
of  the  leaders  is  not  so  stable  as  might  be  desired ;  the  whole  of 
tbe  0eet  has  not  yet  reached  the  FendczTous,  althoogh  General 
Montague  has  arrived  there. 

ITan-A  31.  1659. 

The  length  of  the  present  letter  having  prevented  its  being 
sent  to  the  post  in  aufficicnt  time  last  week,  the  delay  gives 
me  oecaraon  bo  add  that  the  Parliament  has  determiu<^  tliat 
ifae  Scotch  members  should  eontinue  to  sit  and  vote,  they 
giring  their  snflfrages  in  their  own  favour  on  the  question  j  the 
Irish  members  are  to  have  their  hxe  decided  tomorrow,  appa- 
rently with  the  same  success  ;  the  House  of  Lords  has  also,  on 
its  side^  rejected  the  Act  which  exterminated  all  the  Lords, 
hoUih  new  and  old,  in  order  to  make  themselves  more  agree- 
able to  the  Commons.  I  hare  leceired  no  news  firom  the 
Secretary  of  State,  though  he  was  to  have  oomc  to  sec  me 
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last  week ;  and  haring  sent  to  him  this  erening^  lie  excused 
himself  oil  the  ground  of  the  pressing  business  which  has  en- 
tirely occupied  his  time  sluce  1  saw  him;  he  also  sent  mc 
word  that  all  hia  letters  from  Flanders  assure  him  of  the  coi»- 
elusiou  of  our  peace  with  Spain,  and  he  inquired  of  my  ttxrc- 
tary  whether  I  had  received  information  of  it.  I  shall  com- 
tiQUuicate  to  him  what  my  letters  from  Paris  aay  on  the  sub- 
ject, which  is  very  contradictory  of  the  rumours  which  are 
current  in  Flanders.  There  is  nothiii|r  new  in  regard  to  the 
ajffaira  of  the  north,  except  that  the  ambassador  of  Holland 
came  to  coraraunicate  to  me  what  I  had  already  learned  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  and  to  beg  me  to  consent  to  forward 
the  design  of  hia  superiors:  I  led  him  to  hope  that  I  would 
do  so,  intimating  to  him  at  the  same  time  that  the  true  way 
to  ftecure  the  concurrence  of  France  and  England  was  to  re- 
move those  causes  of  distrust  which  wc  had  of  their  prepari 
tionsj  and  to  send  no  succour  into  Zealand  until  we  were  in- 
formed of  the  iutentions  of  the  Kings  of  Sweden  and  Den- 
jnark  %  he  did  not  give  me  any  precise  anawer.  The  English 
fleet  is  now  assembling  off  Yarmouth^  and  preparations  arc 
making  that  it  may  be  in  a  few  days  at  its  rendezvous.  My 
Lord  Faulconbridge,  who  came  to  see  me  this  cvoning,  spoke 
much  to  rac  of  the  horses  which  your  Eminence  had  promised 
hinij  and  gave  me  to  imderstaud  that  the  Protector,  who  waA 
to  have  them,  had  rallied  him  greatly  today  bi^ause  be 
expected  the  present. 


=* 


36.]  M.  DS    BOKDEAUX   to    CARDJjTiU-   MAlAftTN, 

April  10,  lrt59. 
My  Lord, 

1  have  been  expecting  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  \vi^  few 

daysj  and  he  was  to  have  paid  me  a  visit  this  evening  with  the 

Keeper  of  the  Seals^  but  the  latter  came  alone,  and  excused 

the  Secretary  on  the  ground  of  the  great  affairs  which  hai  c 
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occupied  liu  time  of  late^  but  referred  me  to  him  for  the  ex- 
|iiBStion  vbi<^  T  expected,  telling  mc  ouly  that  Mr.  Lockbart 
Im  set  oat  for  the  Court  with  some  instructions,  but  oot  &uch 
m  wiU  pnobttblj  be  ^ven  before  long,  as  it  has  not  yet  been 
ponable  to  adopt  any  final  resolutioa  on  account  of  the  state 
of  a&ir^  in  the  Parliament.  I  pointed  out  to  him  bow  preju- 
cmI  thid  delay  rnight  prore^  and  requested  him  to  reprc»eut 
thb  to  the  pFOtector,  so  that  he  might  free  your  Eminence 
from  your  present  uncertainty.  The  Keeper  of  the  Seals  un- 
dertook to  make  this  report,  and  strongly  assured  me  that  in 
m  few  days  we  should  have  fidl  explanations.  He  af1%rward« 
oaaununicated  to  me  the  departure  of  the  fleet,  with  instrac- 
tiona  to  the  admiraJ^  and  to  the  resident  English  minister  at 
tlw  Coort  of  Sweden,  in  conformity  with  what  we  had  resolved 
npon  when  we  si^^ed  the  g:uarantee-trcaty  ]  and  he  again  re- 
fefTcd  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State  to  give  me  more  particular 
informatioti  on  this  subject,  I  told  him  that  this  coufcrence 
was  abeohitety  necessary,  as  I  had  been  able  to  write  positively 
neither  to  M.  Terkm  nor  to  M,  dc  Thou  with  regard  to  the 
affiuro  of  the  norths  on  account  of  the  diversity  of  opinion 
wbidk  had  occurred  betTieen  the  Secretary  and  myself  at  our 
bit  mterview ;  and  I  took  occasion  to  tell  him  in  what  respects 
oar  views  had  differed,  in  order  to  oblige  htm  also  to  discover 
to  me  more  particularly  what  orders  had  been  given  to  Admiral 
Montage;  he  reiterated  to  me  that  it  was  not  the  Interest  of 
England  to  support  the  conqu^t  of  the  norths  and  that  the 
fleet  would  undertake  nothing  in  favour  of  the  King  of  Sweden 
if  he  rejected  the  proposed  aocommodationj  but  that  it  rested 
with  the  ministers  of  France  and  England  who  reside  at  his 
Court,  and  not  with  my  Lords  at  the  Hague,  to  regulate  with 
him  the  Gonditioaa  of  the  treaty.  .  .  .  A  flairs  here  are  not  yet 
in  a  settled  state»  although  the  Parliament  decided  the  ques- 
tion of  the  new  House  on  the  fijst  day  of  the  week.  There 
arc  other  very  important  matters  on  the  e^e  of  being  discussed ; 
the  debate  on  the  militia  is  postponitl  till  tomorrow,  aud  it  't» 


948 


ILLUStUATIVB   LBTTERS. 


believed  that  it  will  receive  some  cross,  if,  ns  mtDOur  rnn«, 
some  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  among  others  those  who 
coDipose  thi.'  new  House,  join  with  the  Republicans  to  sepa- 
rate the  command  of  the  forces  from  the  civil  government. 
Nothing  of  any  great  importance  has  occurred  in  the  dcliatca 
of  the  last  few  clays;  only  q  fast  has  been  ordtuncd,  and  there 
Laa  been  some  talk  about  the  taxes  levied  on  England,  the 
doratioti  of  which  J8  to  be  determined,  aud  that  with  the  con- 
Bcut  of  the  Court  itself^  which  seea  that  it  would  offend  some 
of  the  memliers  to  declare  them  perpetual,  althouj^h  efforts  arc 
msikiikg  to  obtain  their  ooutiuuaucc  for  a  lengthened  jKiriod. 


■ 


37*]      Extract  or  a  Letter  from  Colonel  Talbot  to 
Colonel  Pkbstos. 

BnttteU,  April  12,  1059. 

I  have  somewhat  to  commimicate  to  you,  that  you  raay  tell 
the  Cardinal.  My  brother,  Father  Peter  Talbot,  the  Jesuit, 
went  to  Loudon  last  week,  to  see  the  Protector,  on  behalf  of 
the  Marquis  de  Carracena  aud  Don  Alonjto  de  Cardeuaa.  Se- 
cretary Thurloc  sent  him  a  passport.  1  am  the  only  person 
who  knows  of  this,  besides  those  I  have  mentioned,  for  the 
said  Father  Peter  Talbot  told  me  at  his  departure  that  I  must 
obey  the  orders  of  the  Marquis  de  Carracena.  Accordingly 
the  i^d  Alarquis  and  Don  Alonzo  dc  Cardenas  spoke  to  me 
yesterday  in  private,  and  told  me  that  I  must  soon  go  to  Lon^ 
don,  aUtcr  my  brother.  Father  Peter  Talbot,  I  may  tell  you 
that  he  is  empowered  to  make  great  offera  to  the  Protector  on 
the  part  of  the  Marquis  de  Carracena,  and  that  Nicuport  aud 
Oatend  will  bo  given  to  him  as  hostages,  if  they  can  come  to 
any  agreement.  1  am  resolved  to  avenge  mj-aelf  on  those  who 
have  been  my  ruin  here,  I  l>eg  you  Ihcrefore  to  let  tlic  Car- 
ilinal  know  thht  and  to  assure  liini  on   my  part  that,  wlien  I 
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ftcoyer  anything  ftnther  in  relation  to  this  a^air,  I  will  send 
him  word  of  it.  I  shall  hope  that  by  your  means  be  will  some 
day  reirvd  me  &>r  it,  for  be  owes  me  a  recom  pease  for  my 
■dferiogs.  I  have  been  cashiered  twice :  I  hare  lost  a  thou- 
maad  men  whom  I  brought  over  &om  Ireland ;  1  have  been 
mcttd,  and  all  tuy  officers.  I  request  that  hi»  Eminence  will 
Ik  plcaaed  to  write  to  M.  de  Bordeaux  and  to  the  Protector  in 
my  hmmr,  as  his  Eminence  has  confidence  in  me.  I  am  sure 
that  you  'mil  answer  for  me  favourably  to  hia  Eminence.  I 
fang  yon  to  send  me  the  two  letters  above- mentioned.  I  can 
qoite  depend  on  the  friend  whom  I  have  in  England  to  bring 
the  a^ir  to  a  satisfactory  conduaion.  And  if  by  ill-lock  1 
tail  m  making  this  \evy,  I  will  eome  to  you  with  my  comnus- 
sioa  89  a  cashiered  colonel^  and  live  as  best  I  may.  Make  for 
me  whatever  capitulation  you  please;  I  will  abide  by  it^  and  wiU 
p*e  SB  good  surety  as  there  is  in  England.  Keep  this  very 
secret;  aay  nothin|^  about  it  to  Mr.  Talbot  the  priest;  he  \a 
tioC  to  be  relied  on.  The  Dokc  of  York  did  not  blame  my 
rBM>liition,  when  I  told  him  I  intended  to  join  you. 


M.  Du  Bosc  TO  Cardinal  Mazakik. 

Jpril  15,  lfi59. 
The  amliOssador  of  England  haviog  sent  for  me  to  hia 
'liotu£  told  me,  that  I  might  communicate  it  to  your  £cni- 
tienoc  before  the  express  was  sent  offj  that  he  has  received 
news  from  England  that  everything  is  going  on  well  there  : 
that  ibc  catabUshmcnt  of  the  Upper  House  passed  by  more 
than  three  hundred  votes;  that  the  other  party  arc  weak, 
■bout  forty-five  in  number,  and  as  if  ashamed  and  a£raid  to 
Aow  themselves ;  that  the  fleet  has  set  out  and  is  now  far  on 
ita  Toya^;  that  in  truth  only  eighteen  ships  went  down  the 
Thamea,  but  that  they  were  guiug  to  join  the  fleet  off  Yar- 
moath,  and  that  the  whole  squadron  would  consist  of  about 
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forty-five  ships  of  war,  and  would  sail  together  firom  tlie  road- 
stead of  Solcbay,  ntar  Yarmoiitli,  which  is  some  distazicej 
their  way,  And  that  the  establish  men  t  of  the  Protector' 
gaining  stren^h  on  all  sides^  in  the  Barbadoea  and  other  rc- 
mot<:  iaLands  and  territories. 

He  a«ks  whethrr  your  Eminence  has  any  other  matter  to 
state  to  hinij  that  he  may  comnmnkCate  it  to  England^ 

He  inquired  whether  any  courier  had  arrived  irom  Spain. 
I  told  liim  that  I  had  heard  that  one  had,  but  that  I  had  no 
certain  information  on  the  axibjcct» 

His  daughter  is  ill  of  a  fever;  Ms  wife^  who  arrived  on  Sa- 
turdayj  is  much  afflicted  thereat. 

Her  Higbness  the  Protectress  has  been  brought  to  bed  of 
a  daugliter.  The  Protector  has  two  sous,  and  his  brother  as 
many. 


39.]         M,  DG  Bordeaux  to  Cabi>inal  Mazarin. 

Ayrit  17.  1«WJ" 
My  Lordj 

Tbe  two  letters  which  your  Eminence  did  me  the  honotir  to 
write  to  mc  on  the  9th  and  10th  of  this  mouth  were  not  deli- 
vered to  me  early  enough  for  me  to  reply  to  th^n  today ;  I 
shall  merely  assure  you  that  I  shall  use  all  diligence  to  satisfy 
their  contents ;  and  that  it  is  not  for  want  of  having  suffi- 
ciently explained  myself  that  Mr.  Lockhart  has  not  received 
other  instnictionsj  but  that  he  aCFects  to  be  so  imperfectly  in- 
formed for  no  other  purpose  than  to  gain  time.  Nor  will  I 
deny  that  the  English  Government  has  good  reason  to  wish  to 
protract  the  affair ;  and  it  will  have  been  remarked  from  my 
letters  that  the  Secretary  of  State  gave  me  to  understand  as 
much,  but  not  with  all  the  confidence  he  should  have  mani- 
fested ;  and  this  manner  of  acting  with  so  much  reserve  ift_ 
very  usual  here.  I  shall  tomorrow  use  every  cflbrt  to  fo 
bim  to  speak  more  openly.     Meanwhilcj  I  have  nothing  to  ad^ 
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to  my  {irericma  oommunicatioQ  cither  on  thia  mattcT  or  on  the 
iLflkirs  of  the  north,  except  that  it  appearS;,  from  a  letter  lately 
viittim  to  roe  by  the  secretary  of  the  Chc\  alier  de  Terlon,  that 
tb£  King  of  Sweden  is  firmly  persuaded  that  he  will  be  amisted 
fay  Kngl&od  in  his  designs^  and  that  he  has  no  intention  of  re- 
mxmcing  the  conquest  of  Copenha^n.  I  had  believed  that 
tiie  Secretary  of  State  would  clear  up  my  doubts  on  this  eub^ 
jecl,  bat  his  silence  has  continued  since  I  last  wrotCj  and  he 
has  given  me  ample  ground  for  speaking  to  him  with  all  the 
finmtess  that  may  be  de«ired  to  induce  this  government  to 
adopt  lesolutions  which  will  be  adyantageona  to  onr  common 
interaL 

No  act  of  importance  has  been  passed  latterly  in  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  it  has  been  chiefly  occupied  In  retaliating  the  name 
and  title  to  be  given  to  the  members  of  the  Other  HousCj  when 
tbe  Commons  have  to  treat  with  them ;  but  no  decision  has 
yet  been  arrived  at,  for  some  wish  to  treat  them  as  Lords  and 
othen  as  Gentlemen ;  and  with  regard  to  civilities,  it  has  been 
detarmmed  that  tbe  new  House  should  ndtber  receive  nor 
oflbr  them.  It  has  ah^  been  debated  whether  the  Parliament 
ahould  order  the  ministers  to  announce  the  fast-day^  or  should 
reqnest  tbem  to  do  so ;  and  the  former  term  was  held  to  be 
the  more  fitting.  The  question  of  taxes  has  not  yet  been  aet- 
tlod.  The  otfioCTB  of  the  army  have  presented  a  petition  to 
the  protector,  praying  for  the  payment  of  their  arrears,  the 
abandonment  of  all  prosecutions  of  those  wlio  executed  the 
orders  of  the  late  government,  and  the  pereccution  of  the 
EoyalistSj  whom  they  accuse  of  being  engaged  in  countless 
mtrigaea.  This  Remonstrance  was  resolved  upon  in  a  council 
of  officers,  at  which  the  friends  of  the  Protector  found  them- 
selves in  the  majority ;  the  othcra  however  did  not  shrink 
from  displaying  great  firmness  in  their  \aewa,  and  it  is  as- 
serted that  they  are  sure  of  the  support  of  most  of  the  subal^ 
tern  officers.     This  petition  is  ahio  expressed  in  terms  which 

tlic  pretensions  of  both  parties  in  ibei/  entirety,  as  the 
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acts  of  the  Long  Parliament  are  ftpokeu  ol  with  great  venera- 
tion, and  a  determination  still  to  act  on  the  old  principles  is 
manifested,  which  cau&es  diverse  opinions  to  be  fbnued  of  the 
inteutiona  of  the  whole  army.  There  ia  no  news  of  the  floel 
since  ita  departure,  although  a  ship  arnved  &om  the  Soitnd  a 
few  dajB  agOf  and  tlie  mnds  have  been  for  some  time  »o  con- 
trary that  it  cauuot  have  arrived  there  in  less  time,  ob  it  did 
not  take  advantage  of  the  fine  weather  which  prevailed  Iftst 
week. 


40.J         M.  DE  Bordeaux  to  Cardixal  Majsarin. 

Ajiril  21,  1653. 
Jly  Lord, 

Having  iuibrmed  the  Secretary  of  State  that  I  wished  to 
fipeak  with  liinij  he  came  to  see  me  on  tlie  day  before  yesterday. 
I  spoke  to  him  of  the  peace  [with  Spain]  in  conformity  with 
your  Eniiiieuce'e  two  letters  of  the  9th  and  10th  instant,  ei- 
aggcrating  the  prejudice  which  the  [delay]  of  his  Highncsft 
produced,  and  the  necessity  which  the  King  would  he  under 
to  accept  reasonable  conditions  if  they  were  offered  liim.  1 
also  complained  that,  notwithstanding  all  the  assurances  tliat 
had  been  given  me  that  Mr.  Lockhart  sljonld  be  sent  back  with 
instructions,  he  had  ap|>eared  quite  new  to  thi^  affair ;  and  I 
stated  that  the  King  had  the  matter  so  much  at  heart  that, 
although  the  said  ambas^dor  had  doubtless  sent  home  an  ac- 
count of  the  conference  he  had  had  with  your  Etniueucej  I  had 
nevertheless  been  ordered  to  nr^  his  Highness  to  adopt  some 
resolution,  lest  his  Majesty  should  be  forced,  against  hia  in- 
cliuation,  to  treat  separately,  which  he  would  not  do  except  at 
the  last  extremity,  and  after  taking  every  precaution  to 
peace  for  England^  whencxor  the  English  Goverument  shoul^ 
think  fit  to  make  it.  l^hc  Secretary  of  State  began  his  answ^ 
with  complaints  of  the  distrust  of  a  acci*et  negotiation  which 
your  Eminence  had  exhibited  to  Mr.  Lockhart,  and  reiterated 
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to  me  the  same  protesUttons  that  he  had  already  made  that 
neitlier  Walter  nor  ajiy  other  persoa  had  ever  had  any  com- 
■■■'■liiiii,  and  that  the  infonnatioD  which  had  hcen  ^vcn  to  the 
cODtmy,  must  have  proceeded  frum  persona  irho  wished  to 
ache  jealotiST  betweed  France  and  England,  as  it  wa&  certain 
that  Spain  was  no  more  aware  than  the  Turk  of  his  Ilighne^'a 
ioteotioQa^  and  that  I  had  always  been  spoken  to  with  the 
1,11  !■><■<  ODcerity ;  that  I  should  g:ive  great  pteaaure  to  the 
Protector  by  renewing  my  aseiu^nces  to  him,  and  that  no  pro- 
pontion  of  peace  would  be  received  here  without  being  com- 
tumicaied  to  France ;  that  after  all^  the  strong  representations 
whscb  I  had  made  having  led  the  Protector  to  consider  what 
adTaatages  we  conid  jost  now  obtain  &om  peace,  it  bad  ap^ 
peaied  to  bim  that  never  had  an  accommodation  been  len 
opporivmej  as  it  would  give  Spain  the  means  of  re'eatahtishing 
ber  great  power,  ajid  achieving  the  universal  monarchy  at  which 
■lie  aims :  that  she  could  not  fail  to  complete  the  conquest  of 
Portnga] ;  that  in  Germany,  the  Emperor  and  his  party  would 
have  no  less  facihty  in  crushing  the  King  of  Sweden ;  that  tlie 
Utdted  Provinces  would  not  be  exempt  from  danger  j  and  that 
France,  as  well  as  England,  would  find  it  diffieultj  during  a 
peace,  to  guard  against  domestic  divisions ;  that  the  Protector, 
leriewiiig  all  these  considerations,  was  at  a  loss  to  know  to 
what  to  attribute  our  great  anxiety  to  make  peace  at  a  moment 
when  Spain  was  on  the  decline,  and  when,  after  the  continua* 
tion  of  the  war  for  a  few  years,  she  would  be  reduced  to  such 
a  state  that  her  neighbours  would  have  no  occaaian  to  feel 
jealous  of  her  greatness :  that  his  Highness  nevertheless  would 
not  5ul  to  conform  to  the  Kings's  desires,  and  that,  with  this 
view,  powers  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Lockhart  to  treat  with  tfae 
minister  of  Spain  who  is  now  in  France,  if  he  were  fiirniahed 
with  similar  powers  from  his  master,  as  be  had  stated.  I  thought 
it  expedient  to  reply  to  the  said  Secretary  that  it  was  true  that 
horn  various  sources  information  had  been  »ent  that  England 
VM  tiCMtiDg  secretly  with  Spain  ;  that  I  had  even  reproached 
TOL.  I.  A  A 
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bim  on  that  grouuH  already,  and  that  if  your  Emincuce  liarl 
n^oAti  ftpoken  of  the  matter  to  Mr.  Ijockbart,   it  was  only  a 
jyroof  uf  the  fiunkriess  witli  which  he  continued  to  act,  and 
stitto  fall  tliut  he  hud  on  hi^  mind :   that  ruureovcr   this  sua- 
picton  of  a  secnt  treaty  had  been  partly  caused  bj  the  very 
vague  anawtirs  whicli  had  been  {jivpn  rue  during  four  niontlu, 
and  by  the  slight  confidence  the  Protector  placed  in  Franec  by 
not  discovering  hie  real  >icws ;  but  that  doubtless  the  ppotcft- 
tatioiis  wliich  had  l)eeu  again  reiterated  to  ine,  aud  which  I 
shoidd  not  fail  to  coiMuninicate  to  your  Emiucnoe,  would  en- 
tirely dissipate  the  imifrcssions  which  wc  might  euttfrtain.   And 
OS  for  the  motives  which  led  the  King  to  deaire  peace,  1  told 
him  they  would  not  Ije  diHicult  to  fathom  by  those  who  knew 
the  state  to  which  France  had  been  reduced  by  a  war  of  so 
many  years'  duration,   which  had  drained   her  of  men   and 
money,  and  which  so  alienated  the  minds  of  the  people  that 
iUi  continuation  would  be  not  unlikely  to  kindle  insurrections, 
and  to  give  our  enemies  tlic  meana  of  repairing  their  losses : 
that  moreover  the  whole  of  ChristcTidoni  would  roeeive   90 
much  injury  by  its  prolonffation  that  it  woidd  be  impossible 
to  avoid  a  corabinatiou  uf  moat  of  the  States  uf  Euroj.ie  a^aiuat 
the  authors  of  tlieir  misfortunes ;  and  that,  !)ut  for  the  great 
advances  which  were  made  at  Frankfort  by  the  King's  auibas- 
sadors,  with  the  consent  of  the  late  Protector,  to  cffuce  the 
impression  which  all  Germany  had  conceived  of  ourrepu^uauce 
to  pcocc^  it  would  have  taken  measures  in  concert  with  the 
House  of  Austria  against  uhj   that  tha  same  iucoiiveuieuce 
would  1)0  now  to  he  apprehended  if  wc  rejected  au  honourable 
trciity,  in  which  alt  eoi'ts  of  securities  might  be  provided  for 
the  King  of  Swetlen^  the  States-General,  and  our  other  allies ' 
that  if,  in  defiance  of  these  precautionsj  the  Hous6  of  Austria 
nruiertook  any  entcrjji-ises  iigainst  them.  Prance  aud  Kn^land 
would  have  just  cause  for  renewing  the  war  ai^ainst  tlie  other 
nations,  and  with  the  approval  of  their  own  subjtscta  j  ttnd  that 
war  might  even  be  carried  on  more  odvauta^eoualy,  aiivr  a  few 
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yarsoTrepme.  That,in  truth,  the  King  of  Portugal  vould  fiud 
hivaelf  in  some  dimger,  bat  that,  besides  that  it  was  not  rea- 
sanaiUe  to  expose  other  nalioDs  to  such  DumcFoos  evils  in  order 
to  preaerTv  Kis  throne,  some  Ubcrty  might  be  reserved  to  us  to 
aoid  Kim  aimtiaiy  troops,  and  to  act  towards  him  as  we  ft^r- 
merhr  acted  in  fsvonr  of  the  United  Provinces ;  that  with  le- 
ffud  to  domestic  warfkrCf  it  appe&red  to  us  more  to  be  appro- 
iMndcd  now  m  France  than  during  peace^  and  that  if  England 
werf  affieted  therevith,  ve  shoold  be  also  in  a  better  positioii 
to  SMisC  the  present  gpvemment  against  its  enemies.  That 
trntJiy,  we  could  not  desire  a  more  favourable  eonjunctnre  for 
tnfttii)^  adTaQtagconalf;  and  that  there  appeared  to  be  no  reason 
to  prerent  the  Protector  from  sending  instructions  to  his  am* 
faavador  as  toon  aa  poaaiblej  and  reducing  his  pretensions 
vilhiii  meonable  terms :  and  I  carefully  insmaatcd  that  we 
eould  no  longer  delay  hearing  the  propositions  of  M.  Pimentel, 
wham  I  had  already  caused  to  return  from  the  frontiers  of 
Flanicn,  ajwn  fr^h  ordeis  from  bis  Conrt,  to  support  what  I 
had  said  in  relation  to  his  departnre.  The  Secretaiy  of  State 
noeired  roy  speech  with  a  distinct  asaurance  that  the  King's 
WMhiMi  sbonld  be  complied  witb,  but  did  not  enter  into  partis 
ndars  as  to  the  conditions  of  our  accommodation,  which  your 
EroiDenee  will  readily  jtwlge  will  not  be  agreeable  here,  and  I 
cJiotild  be  [surprised]  if  their  ambassador  did  not  receive  orders 
ID  ivotract  matters  as  much  as  possible.  His  in^ruetions  would 
proliabtT  e*"en  have  been  delayed  longer,  hm  for  the  fear  that 
we  might  treat  separately^  aa  report  stated,  I  then  proceeded 
to  epeak  of  the  aOaiis  of  the  north,  and  informed  the  Sccrc- 
tarr  that,  having  made  known  the  sentiments  in  which  I  had 
Ifft  him  at  our  last  intcrvieWj  I  had  received  orders  to  re|)eat 
to  kis  Htgkneas  that  we  deemed  the  accommodation  of  Sweden 
and  Denmark  absolutely  essentia]  to  the  common  <:AUse,  and 
that  to  attain  this  object,  it  would  be  ncceseary  to  deprive  tbo 
King  of  Sweden  of  all  hope  of  assistance,  if  he  would  not  be 
lamteut  with  the  execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Itocakild  ;  that  I 
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knew  nererthelesa  that  lie  €X|)ected  to  be  supported  b^  £iig< 
land  in  the  conquest  of  Dmmark^  that  his  mimsters  here  made 
no  mystery  about  itj  that  the  French  minister  «t  bis  Court 
had  written  to  me  t-o  th<^  same  cSect,  atid  tlwt  1  could  not 
deny  that  the  expectation  appeared  very  reasonabie,  consider- 
ing tlic  conduct  of  the  English  Government  in  sending  off  the 
fleet  without  communicating  to  me  the  orders  which  hod  been 
^vcu  to  the  Admiral,  althongh  we  had  agreed  to  do  everything 
in  concert:  that  if  liia  llighne^  were  now  still  of  the  aaiuc 
ntind,  he  sbonld  speak  frankly^  and  remove  thereby  the  just 
suHpicioiis  whieh  wc  eaiild  not  but  eutertaiu  of  his  ^news,  in 
order  that  if  his  news  were  not  in  accordance  with  our  prin- 
ciplesj  the  Kiug  might  take  hia  measures  in  good  time^  aod 
not  allow  hirnsclf  any  longer  to  be  trifled  with  by  all  the 
ipeeches  which  have  been  made  to  me,  or  by  the  guarantee- 
treaty,  which  seemed  to  have  been  desired  here  only  in  order 
better  to  conceal  the  private  designs  of  the  Protector.  T  aiso 
dwelt  on  the  disadvantages  which  have  neerued  to  us  from  the 
northern  wars,  and  the  great  eicpenses  which  France  had  in- 
curred in  maintaining  the  King  of  Sweden,  without  having  re- 
ceived any  benefit  therefrom^  and  without  any  hope  of  obt4uniug 
any  other  advantage  than  the  diversion  of  the  Emperor's  forces, 
a  descent  by  whom  upon  Flanders  would  be  no  lesa  formidable 
to  England  than  to  France,  though  wc  ahould  be  the  first  ex- 
posed to  their  attack.  The  Secretary  of  State,  after  having 
liateued  to  me  patiently^  told  me  tliat  he  had  also  come  to 
see  me  to  speak  to  me  on  this  subject^  and  to  make  complaints 
of  what  your  Eminence  stud  to  M.  Borel,  namely,  that  there 
was  reason  to  l>e  astonished  tliat  liis  superiors  used  no  morr 
diligence  in  aeudiug  succour  to  llie  King  of  Denmark^  and 
rescuing  him  from  total  ruin  wliich  would  inevitably  recoil 
upon  their  subjects;  that  if  the  States- General  were  not'aJto- 
gptlier  oblivions  of  their  interest**,  they  would  make  a  last  cflbr 
to  expel  the  King  of  Sweden  from  his  late  conquests;  that 
France  did  not  approve  of  his  conduct,  and  that  it  was  uecc»- 
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mry  &ldO  to  be  on  one's  guard  ag^st  E&gknd,  as  there  was  a 
memt  treaty  between  the  Protector  and  that  Prince,  and  that 
it  WM  contrary  to  the  advice  of  France  that  so  large  a  fleet 
bad  been  seat  from  hence  into  the  Baltic.  The  Seo'etary  of 
State  added  that  M.  de  Thou  had  spoken  in  similar  terms  at 
the  Ha^e,  at  which  his  Highness  was  greatly  surprised,  ad  he 
had  engaged  in  this  aflair  solely  at  the  solicitation  of  F^rance ; 
a2id  that  I  could  testify  to  the  truth  of  this  statement,  as  it 
vas  I  who  had  made  such  ui^nt  representations  to  secure  the 
equipment  of  a  &eet  towards  the  end  of  the  autumn ;  and  he 
took  God  to  witness  that  no  treaty  had  since  been  made  with 
Sweden^  that  no  change  had  taken  [daoe  in  the  designs  of  the 
Government,  and  that  it  Btill  had  at  the  present  mo- 
i  no  other  object  than  the  e!Lecution  of  the  last  guar^jntee- 
tmttf;  that  in  truth,  at  our  last  confef^nce,  he  had  not  en- 
tirely concurred  in  my  views,  but  that  General  Montague's 
at^en  were  exactly  such  as  I  had  desired^  and  if  they  had  not 
been  specially  communicated  to  me,  it  was  his  iault :  that  eon- 
Bcquebtly  our  distrust  was  unfounded^  and  that  there  was  much 
more  reason  to  Busp&^t  us  of  a  change  of  purpose,  which  the 
Protector  waft  pained  to  notice.  1  denied  to  the  Secretary  that 
your  Eminence  had  ever  used  such  language  to  M.  Borel,  but 
admitted  that  you  might  have  eonceired  some  suspicion  of  a 
particular  design  on  the  part  of  England  different  firom  the 
ol^ex^  which  we  liad  proposed  to  ourselves,  after  the  letters 
yon  had  received  on  the  subject  from  Sweden  and  li-om  this 
oonntiy ;  but  nevertheless,  such  a  suspicion  would  assuredly 
uot  hare  induced  your  Eminence  to  speak  so  positivelyj  or  to 
exhort  the  8tates-General  to  adopt  measures  so  contrary  to 
the  interests  of  France,  which  does  not  seek  the  downfall  of 
the  King  of  Sweden  ;  that  it  was  not  to  be  presumed  that  we 
should  have  inciured  so  much  expense,  and  been  at  so  much 
paina,  on  his  behalf,  in  order  afterwards  to  contribute  to  his 
min ;  that  the  statements  made  by  Af .  Borel  had  no  foundation 
in  feet,  and  were  made  with  »  view  to  excite  jealousies  be- 
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twccn  France  and  Kngland,  and  that  the  Protector  was  too 
keeiitsiglited  not  to  sjec  thruugh  tlie  artifice ;  that  I  catdd  easily 
disabnisc  his  mind^  if  he  would  Jjave  patience  to  read  all  that 
your  Eminence  had  written  to  me  on  the  subject,  and  I  offered 
to  commtinicate  your  letters  to  the  Secretary ;  ajid  fiuallv  I 
told  him  that  as  we  felt  distrust  on  both  ^dc$,  it  berakme  ne^ 
ccsaar)'  to  speak  frankly,  in  order  to  dispel  such  feeling  :  thai 
for  iny  part,  I  found  myeelf  sufficiently  well  acquainted  Hitb 
the  King^9  inteiitiona  to  repeat  that  he  wa&  stiU  determiucd  to 
Bupport  the  interests  of  the  King  of  Sweden^  if  he  would  cou- 
Bcnt  to  make  peace  on  tlie  terniB  of  the  treaty  of  Roe^kild 
without  any  modificatioii,  but  to  deprive  him  of  all  hope  of 
succour  if  he  rejected  that  propoaitiou ;  aud  iu  case  he  ac- 
cepts it,  and  his  enemy  rejects  it,  the  English  fleet  will  act 
opeiil^'  ill  his  favour.*  I  also  told  him  that  we  thought  the  p»- 
cificatiou  of  Poland  and  Draudetiburg  absolutely  ueeesfiarr, 
and  1  desired  tliat  ortlers  might  be  sent  to  Admiral  Mon- 
tague to  act  on  this  principle.  The  Secretary  of  Stale  pro- 
tested to  rac  that  he  had  already  received  orders  to  do  so^  al 
starting';  hut  that  fresh  iustruetiona  should  be  sent  out  to 
him  today,  iu  a  vessel  which  is  about  to  leave  for  the  Sound, 
that  he  should  execute  those  orders  cflectuoliy  ;  and  that  1 
might,  by  the  same  opportunity,  inform  the  minister  of  France 
of  our  intentions.  He  also  requested  me  to  write  to  M.  de 
Thou  on  the  subject,  that  he  may  declare  that  the  King  and 
the  Protector  are  of  the  same  mind,  and  that  the  Statca-Gcuc- 
ral,  on  thdr  part,  may  be  led  to  co-operate  in  the  reconcilia- 
tion, and  may  not  flatter  tliemselrcs  that  France  would  approve 
of  their  pursuing  any  other  eourac  of  eouduet,  I  again  re- 
quested him  to  repeat,  for  fear  of  eijuivocatiou,  the  terms  iu 
which  he  intended  to  write  to  the  Admiral^  to  whom  the  whole 
ne^'otiation  is  referred,  and  having  found  that  his  lan^ia^e  wa* 
very  pre^uHC,  and  such  as  I  Inul  proposed,  1  undertook  that  our 
reprcbcutativcs  at  the  liag^nc  and  in  Sweden  should  vpeak  in 
sitnihir  terms.     We  also  agreed  that  care  niu&t  liC  taken  tlmi 
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the  Kin^  of  Svedcn  should  not  trifle  awa^  Admiral  Monta- 
gBC^A  time  under  rarious  pretext*,  under  the  notioo  that,  his 
preMSce  prerentiug  the  arrival  of  sttpplies  from  Holland,  C<y- 
rfTtftrg""  would  be  rcdnccd,  by  Batoine  aud  by  the  pla^e 
(viricli  »  wid  to  prcTJul  there  very  greatly),  to  submit  to  the 
Cdoqucror ;  for  fear  lest,  in  the  meanwhile,  the  Emperor  ahotdtl 
have  bberty  to  srod  aa  army  into  Flanders.  I  do  not  think 
that  more  can  be  denred  of  the  Protector  than  the  pcHbrra- 
mxiee  of  ail  tli»e  promiaea ;  but  this  cannot  be  secured  without 
ft  little  riolence,  as  peace  appears  to  him  very  disadvantageoua 
Hder  present  circumstaDces.  It  has  idready  been  remarked 
tint  the  advices  which  have  arriTod  here  firom  rariona  qoarten, 
innoODcin^  that  peace  had  been  coiiclndedf  hare  raised  the 
eour^ce  of  the  EepiibUcaoa,  who  are  persuaded  that  the  present 
Gorcnuiketit  of  Kngland,  having  more  to  fear  irom  domestio 
oommotion,  wiU  not  asaume  so  much  power.  This  con^era- 
tioo  nsftv  hare  catued  aU  the  delay,  and  must  destroy  the  be- 
lief tint  there  is  any  secret  treaty  with  Spain,  it  also  ap- 
pened  to  me  that  all  that  the  Secretary  of  State  has  aaid  to 
me  regarding  the  aflair»  of  the  north  did  not  proceed  finm  a 
▼ery  unfettered  will ;  and  I  have  not  failed,  in  a  letter  which  I 
wrote  today  to  Al.  de  Terlon's  aecretary,  to  request  him  to 
watrli  the  Enojiah  envoys,  as  it  is  not  likely  that  the  King  of 
Sweden  wootd  have  expected  the  English  fleet  with  so  much 
impatience,  unless  he  had  bcUevcd  that  it  would  support  him 
in  designs  utterly  at  vjmance  with  peace.  .  .  .  An  envoy  from 
Denmark  arnved  in  London  yesterday,  who  wiB  be  informed 
of  tite  resolutions  which  have  been  adopted  in  his  master's 
fiifoor ;  and  I  have  already  acquainted  the  Polish  minister 
with  the  readiness  of  the  Protector  to  oo-operate  with  France 
m  procuring  the  treaty  sought  by  his  supcriora.  The  likeli- 
hood of  our  peace  with  Spaiu  may  induce  the  English  Govern- 
ment to  take  this  course,  and  give  up  the  idea  of  any  eatab- 
Itshmeut  in  those  quartern }  as  the  aeqiiisitiou  and  retentioEi  of 
any  piace  would  be  very  dilhcult,  if  the  King  of  Sweden  atone 
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were  cdnccrned  in  the  matter.     A  French  officer,  who  left 
EUinorc  at  the  beginniug  of  this  month,  reports  that  the 
Swedish  iufantry  is  too  MPak  to  undertake  &  second  attack 
upon  Copenhagen  ;  but  that,  if  tho  Gngliah  fleet  prevents  sup- 
plies being  thrown  into  the  town,  it  cannot  hold  oat  long; 
wliich  causes  its  conqueat  to  be  spoken  uf  here  as  certain.    Tlie 
Parliikment  bue»  adopted  no  resolution  of  importance  lately  ;  its 
debates  have  turned  chiefly  on  the  manner  in  which  it  i»  to 
treat  with  the  new  House ;  and  last  week  it  resolved  to  reoeire 
uo  messages  from  it,  unless  brought  by  members,  although  the 
liouae  of  Lords  was  accustomed  to  send  its  messaged  by  offi- 
cers of  justice.     The  Protector  also  wrote  to  the  Speaker  of 
the  Parbamcnt  on  Friday  lastj  on  the  occasion  of  sending  him 
the  petition  of  tlic  army  ;  both  communi cations  were  very  ill- 
recelvedj  and  great  fault  was.  found  with  the  superBcription  of 
the  letter,  because  it  termed  the  Parliament  the   House  of 
Commons.     These  little  quarrels  do  not  seem  likely  to  produre 
any  great  alteration  in  the  Government,  provided  that  the 
army  docs  not  oppose  it.      It  was    thought  some   days  a^o 
that  the  inferior  officers  intended  to  publish  some  document 
to  its  disadvantage,  but  it  bos  not  yet  appeared :  and  the 
Court  party  are  full  of  hoi>e  of  a  happy  issue  of  all  their 
designs.     There  is  no  certain  news  of  the  fleet ;  it  is  neror- 
thcless  believed  to  have  reached  the  Sound  by  this  time,  as 
the  wiud  has  changed  during  the  last  few  days,  and  some  tra- 
Tellers  report  that  it  was  off  Seogey  at  the  beginning  of  last 
week. 

I  acquainted  my  Lord  Faulconbridge  with  your  Eminence's 
pleasure,  for  wliich  he  begged  mc  to  return  you  very  bumble 
tbanksj  awaiting  his  performance  uf  the  duty  in  question. 
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•tL]         M.  DK  BoROKAtrx  TO  Carptnjix  Makarin. 

April  tklGSQ. 

Mr  Lord, 
I  liare  reoeired  the  tiro  letters  which  your  Emiueuee  did 
me  the  honour  to  write  to  me  on  the  16th  and  19th  of  thU 
HKiQth.     Ab  my  prerioua  despatches  have  giveu  sufficiently 
ample  information  as  to  the  feelings  which  appear  to  me  to 
prersil  here  with  rc^rd  to  peace  with  Spain,  and  the  recon- 
ciSifttio&  of  the  nortbem   Kings,   I  have  nothing  to  add  on 
either  poict,  as  nothing  has  occurred,  except  that  ycaterday 
the  Keeper  of  the  Seal«  and  the  Secretary  of  State  confirmed 
to  me  that  powers  had  been  sent  to  Mr.  Lockhart,  and  orders 
to  Admiral  Montague,  to  act  in  accordance  with  the  resolu- 
tioos  alrrady  adopted,  and  that  we  agreed  to  exchange  ratifi. 
taXiasiA  of  the  guarantee- treats-  tomorrow.     They  also  men- 
ticofid  to  me  the  reports  which  are  current  that  peace  has  been 
ccmdnded  at  Paris,  and  I  assured  them  that  matters  were  in 
wtatu  quo,  as  the  King  wished  to  wait  for  news  from  his  High- 
ness, before  coming  to  any  absolute  decision ;  hut  as  articlea 
of  a  very  probable  character  have  been  sent  over  from  Flan- 
ders itself,  it  is  not  easy  to  disabuse  the  people  of  the  oonvic- 
tton  that  the  much-desircd  accommodation  has  been  effected, 
except  by  means  of  the  beads  of  the  Government.     Now  that 
your  Kminence  has  Mr.  Ix)ckhart  on  the  spot,  you  will  be 
ahle  to  ascertain  from  his  conduct  whether  his  superiors  are 
as  opposed  to  peace  as  the  Secretary  of  State  appc^ired  to  me 
to  be,  without  however  declaring  to  me  that  Colonel  Walter 
was  now  in  London,  where  he  arrived  on  Easter-ere.     The 
person  who  confirmed  to  me  the  infonnation  which  your 
Eminence  had  already  received,  reports  to  me  that  they  have 
not  yet  consented  to  listen  to  his  proposals,  for  fear  of  oflend- 
ing  France  ;  but  that  Colonel  Walter  intended,  if  the  Secre- 
tary deferred  giving  him  audience  much  longer,  to  adopt  other 
means ;  and  that,  if  England  wished  to  treat  eeparately,  Spain 
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would  not  make  peace  with  France :  I  propose  to  speak  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  on  this  subject  tomorrow,  and  if  lie  makes 
atiy  mystery  about  it,  I  ehali  not  fail  to  learn  the  progress  of 
this  negotiation  from  other  sources,  as  I  have  particular  re!a- 
tionft  with  the  only  person  to  whom  the  Jesuit  has  discovered 
his  plans.  I  shall  not  fail  also  to  urge  that  a  manifesto  be 
publislicd  regarding  the  departure  of  the  rteet ;  but  1  stiU  fwl 
some  umbrage  as  to  the  mncerity  of  the  protestations  made 
to  me  by  the  said  Secretary,  who  came  to  me  to  make  fresh 
representations  in  favour  of  those  interested  in  the  prize  mode 
by  Captain  La  Roche,  insisting  at  the  same  time  on  the  rea- 
soQB  which  I  have  stated  ia  my  letter  to  M.  de  Briemie.  My 
reasons,  though  more  solid,  did  ui>t  ava.il  to  divert  them  from 
tlieii'  claims ;  and  after  baviug  called  on  them  to  jgive  to  tlie 
clause  which  speaks  of  the  ecs^^tiou  of  acts  of  hostility,  tlic 
aame  sense  that  it  haa  in  all  the  treaties  which  have  been 
made  between  England  aud  other  States,  seeing  that  they 
spoke  of  letters  of  marque,  1  gave  them  to  understand  that  if 
the  King  should  be  unable,  by  reason  and  justice^  to  prevent 
the  renewal  of  these  acts  of  hostility,  he  would  make  use  of 
other  meaoa  to  guarantee  his  anbjects  against  them.  Upon 
which  we  separated  without  comiug  to  any  agreement.  Dur- 
ing the  last  three  days,  the  Parliament  has  deliberated  on 
none  but  private  afihirs ;  among  other  matters^  it  has  declared 
a  Colonel  of  the  army,  on  account  of  his  nolctit  conduct  while 
he  was  Major-General  of  a  district,  incapable  of  ever  again 
holding  office  in  England ;  some  wished  to  cashier  him,  bnt 
the  majority  were  satisfied  ii^-ith  degrading  him  from  all  civ-il 
cmployracntSj  so  as  not  to  offend  the  armVj  which  is  not  at  all 
satisfied  at  finding  that  the  Parliament  does  not  defer  to  it« 
demuuds,  but  pimishcs  past  misconduct  with  such  iercrity. 
This  discontent,  or  some  other  design,  led  to  a  meeting  of  the 
ofhcers  at  the  houae  of  Lientenant-Geueral  Fleetwootl ;  they 
l>egnn  yesterday  by  prayers  and  speeches.,  today  they  are  still 
(Yjutijtuing  thorn,  aud  eoDiu  of  them  state  that  they  proiioiH.-  u* 
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an  entirelj  new  CounciJ  of  State,  to  reform  the  aLrmj^ 
a  tbe  fiie&ds  of  the  Protector*  to  chooee  a  General^ 
■ad  to  take  measitreB  fbr  obtaining  their  aireans  from  the  Par- 
hament.  I  will  not  guarantee  that  this  statement  j&  altogether 
tme,  bat  it  seems  that  this  meeting  most  ere  long  produce 
aonie  change.  .  .  . 
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M.  »e  BoHPEAtJX  TO  Cabdism.  Mazari^it* 

AjrriJ  2»,  1653. 


My  Lord, 
Aa  today's  post  haa  brought  me  no  tetters  from  your  Emi- 
'***»*^j,  and  aa  I  have  not  stten  the  Protector's  m  knitters  fiince 
I  laft  wrote,  I  do  EnyseLf  the  honour  to  write  to  you  only  in 
order  to  fiati»fy  any  curiosity  you  may  entertain  with  n^ard 
to  tbe  state  of  home-affaire  in  England.  My  prccc<Ung  letter 
hai  alieedy  informed  you  of  the  meeting  of  the  Council  of 
War,  oompoecd  of  all  the  laperior  and  iufenor  ofEccrs,  and 
etca  of  the  ensigUB  who  are  now  in  London  :  and  of  the  mat- 
ters which  I  had  been  told  were  to  be  discussed  by  that  a»- 
aembiy.  There  was  Indeed  some  talk  of  the  dismissal  of  sucb 
offioen  fta  were  not  very  icligioua  and  had  no  interest  in  the 
amiy,  and  also  of  requinog  Parliament  to  coufinn  all  that 
had  been  done  before  aud  after  the  death  of  the  King,  and  to 
exact  further  securities  from  the  Royahats ;  the  suppression  of 
KingBhip  waa  also  mooted,  hut  no  conclusion  was  arrived  at 
on  that  point ;  it  was  only  resolved  that  they  should  meet 
again  on  the  day  after  tomorrow,  and  that  in  the  oieauwhile  a 
committee  of  twelve  officers  should  inquire  into  the  matter. 
The  upshot  of  these  deliberations,  and  some  information  of  a 
deagn  that  had  been  formed  to  separate  the  command  of  the 
amy  from  the  dvil  Government  (going  even  so  far  as  to  sug- 
geai  the  appointment  of  several  Gencrata  in  order  to  weaken 
iht  power  of  the  civil  uuthnrities),  having  given  the  alarm, 
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tlie  Protector'a  friends  today  obtained  a  vote  from  Parliament, 
in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  the  Republicans,  that  tbe  offiecn 

shall  be  prohibited  from  assembling  without  the  coiisent  of 
the  Protector  and  the  Parliament ;  that  they  should  return 
each  to  his  garrison  j  aud  that  those  who  should  refuse  to  re- 
cognize both  his  Highucss  and  the  Parliament  should  be  ra- 
shicred  ;  that  an  act  of  indemnity  shall  be  passed  for  all  past 
actions;  that  provision  shall  be  mnde  for  the  payment  of  their 
arrears,  and  that  the  Royalists  shall  be  req^uired  to  leave  Lou- 
don. The  new  House  will  be  invited  to  give  its  consent  to 
these  resolutions,  and  if  it  makes  any  difficulty,  its  objectiotu 
will  not  be  allowed  to  interfere  with  the  eiecution  of  the  vote. 
At  ttie  same  time  that  these  rcaolutions  were  being  taken,  the 
Protector  sent  for  the  officers^  under  the  pretext  of  making 
known  to  them  what  the  Parliament  was  disposed  to  do  with 
regard  to  the  petition  which  they  had  presented  j  and  nftei 
havbig  pronused  them  entire  satisfactioTfi,  he  complained  of 
their  late  meetings  as  contrary  to  the  respect  which  they  owe 
to  him  and  to  the  Parliament,  forbade  them  to  continue  to 
meet,  and  commanded  them  to  retmn  to  their  respective  posta. 
General  Dcsborough  attempted  to  justify  what  had  passed  at 
their  meetings ;  but  the  Protector  did  not  fail  to  reiterate  his 
orders  that  they  should  separate,  professing  oblinon  of  the 
past;  and  on  this  oonuuaud  they  withdrew  without  replying, 
ai»d  also  witho\it  its  being  possible  to  state  certainly  whether 
they  will  o^iey  or  not.  I  have  just  been  told  that  tlic  Protector 
has  been  informed  of  a  design  on  foot  for  arresting  him  to- 
night^ and  that,  to  prevent  this  being  effected,  all  his  partisans 
have  orders  to  hold  themselves  under  arms.  It  is  in  fact  [uro* 
bable  enough  that  if  the  army  intends  to  act,  it  will  do  ao  at 
once,  for  fear  lest,  being  opposed  by  the  Parliament  aa  wcU  as 
by  the  City  aud  by  all  persons  of  coudition,  and  the  Coml 
having  abo  some  oflicci^  who  are  still  faithful  to  its  interests, 
all  these  bodies  combined  should  thwart  ita  desigua,  It  is 
also  the  most  plausible  opinion  tliat  it  will  not  proceed  to  ex- 
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trcaai^o,  as  the  leaders  and  mibrior  officers  are  too  well  esta- 
ViJAmA  to  rUk  their  fortunes  oimeccflaarUy.  But  I  shall  be 
Me  to  write  more  positively  by  next  post. 

It  has  be<:ii  published  of  late  that  the  accommodation  be- 
tween France  and  Spain  has  been  concluded^  and  some  ima^ 
gise  that  this  belief  may  have  contributed   to   the  present 
ttoremeDt.     Either  because  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  efface 
dus  belief^  or  because  the  news  has  really  arrived,  it  is  now 
•(■tied  that  Mr,  Lockharf  s  last  letters  annoance  the  rupture 
of  the  treaty.    The  Protector  has  aUo  attempted  to  persuade 
the  officers  that  there  is  a  Royalist  insorrection  in  Scotland ; 
bat  that  party  of  late,  either  from  policy  or  fear,  has  not  given 
the  least  cause  for  jealousy,  and  nothing  is  now  epokcu  of  but 
the  coiidaet  of  the  army^  with  which  the  Republican  leaders 
■re  Mid  to  have  united.     No  other  affair  of  any  importance 
has  been  treated  of  in  the  Farliamentj  to  which  the  Quakers 
presented  a  petition  on  the  day  before  yesterday^  for  the  hbe- 
ration  of  some  of  their  brethren  who  are  prLsoners,  offering  to 
go  to  prison  in  their  stead ;  after  having  heard  thenij,  they 
were  commanded  to  return  each  man  to  his  home  and  to  live 
ix\  qaietue&e.     The  House  of  Commous  al^o  last  week  sent  up 
the  ordinance  for  a  fast  to  the  new  House,  which  received  the 
members  veiy  honourably,  and  treated  them  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  ita  own  deputies  will  be  treated.     Provided  the  army 
will  submit,  everything  will  doubtless  paaa  over  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Government,     Xo  news  has  arrived  of  the  Eng- 
lish fleet;   it  is  nevertheless  believed   to  have  reached  the 
Sound.     Some  vessels  which  have  come  from  the   coast  of 
Spain  relate  that  the  Treaaure-fleet  has  arrived  at  Cadiz.     I 
have  not  seen  the  Secretary  of  State  for  gome  days^  although 
hr  appeared  to  have  made  up  his  miud  to  bring  me  the  ratifi* 
catiou  of  ihe  guarantee-treaty;  this  delay  is  excusable  under 
prevent  cixcumstances. 
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AS.']         M.  DE  BoRi>eArx  to  CARmNAL  Mazaris. 

Jfflj  1,  lf'*59. 
My  Lord, 

My  last  letter  repreaented  the  afikir^  of  England  to  be  in  a 
very  uncertain  state,  and  it  seemed  then  that  in  a  few  days  we 
should  be  enlightened  aa  to  the  issue  they  were  likely  to  have; 
1  do  not  yet  however  find  myself  sufficiently  well-infonned  to 
spent  positively  ahout  them ;  division  stiU  appears  to  prevail 
in  the  urmy,  and  between  a  faction  of  the  officeTs  and  the 
Protector,  whose  interest  the  rarliamcnt  continued  to  support, 
ISut  the  decree  which  it  had  passed  to  dii^solre  the  assembly 
nf  officers  is  eluded  by  the  difficultiee  which  the  new  House 
nrnkes  liboiit  gi%*ing  its  consent  to  these  prohibitions ;  there  is 
not  even  any  appearance  that  it  will  authorize  them,  and  when 
the  Act  was  laid  l>efore  it,  the  first  reading  passed  by  only  one 
vote,  as  many  wished  to  reject  it  without  any  examination, 
Meanwhile  the  oflicers,  with  Major-Gcneral  Dcsboroiig'h  for 
their  spokesman,  went  yesterday  to  inibrm  the  Protector  that, 
as  their  meeting  bronght  no  detriment  to  bis  particular  inte- 
rest or  to  the  public  welfare,  they  thought  they  might  continue 
to  meet ;  and  in  the  afternoon  they  proceeded  to  Lieutcuant- 
Gencral  Fleetwood's  honse,  where  no  hnsine«ft  was  discu&sed, 
for  he  sent  them  away,  saying  that  for  the  pi-csent  there  was 
nothing  for  them  to  do  or  to  fear.  Every  one  nc\*crthelpss 
holds  himself  on  his  gnard  ;  and  it  ia  said  that  the  Protet^or 
has  again  received  information  of  a  design  upon  his  per^n : 
that  the  Quakers  and  other  Sectaries  are  ready  to  join  the 
army  if  it  revolts ;  that  a  great  number  of  officers  have  signed 
a  paper  tending  to  union ;  and  that  some  of  the  colonels  even 
of  the  London  militia  have  been  to  aaaure  General  Ftecrtwood 
that  they  were  resolved  to  niu  the  name  chance  as  the  army 
in  support  of  the  good  old  cause.  On  the  other  side,  the 
foramon  Cowjicil  declarer  for  the  Protector  and  the  Parlia- 
ment, without  however  either  party  coming  to  a  manifest  nr 
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tdfe;  they  hare  all  ao  mucb  uitcrcst  iq  remainini^  u&itcd,  now 
ibey  are  enriched  vith  the  spoils  of  the  King  and  the  clei^i 
that  they  will  hardly  Tcsort  to  extremities,  and  the  party  which 
Inids  out  most  firmlj  will  bring  over  the  other  to  its  views. 
Up  to  this  time  the  Protector  has  «^keii  hi^^h -spiritedly,  and 
as  the  Parliament,  the  City,  and  part  of  the  array  are  well- 
intentioQed  towards  him,  he  does  not  ^eem  to  ma  any  great 
danger.     The  very  risk  to  which  he  is  believed  to  be  exposed 

ilikehr  to  Atren^hen  his  pot^itiou,  and  to  induce  the  Parlia- 
,  to  pass  resolutions  which  it  wonld  not  have  adopted  in 
other  coujuDCtnre,  in  order  to  overcome  present  circuni- 
The  question  of  the  militia  waa  brought  forward 
today^  and  the  House  reassembled  this  afternoon  to  de- 
the  point  is,  whether  the  militia  shall  depend  on  the 
or  alone  during  the  absence  of  Partiamentj  or  on  the 
Protector  and  a  Council  to  he  appointed  to  act  jointly  with 
hiiii.  Unless  the  inclinations  of  Parliament  change,  this 
■tttter  will  not  be  eo  long  under  diseussion  as  the  estab- 
fishment  of  the  new  House  was,  and  if  the  dcciaion  is  in  the 
ProCector^a  favour,  lie  will  have  gained  his  cause  against  the 
anny*  I  am  nevertheless  persuaded  that  he  will  yield  to  the 
wishes  of  the  leailers,  and  will  prefer  this  course  to  placing 
himaelf  in  the  hands  of  the  Parliament,  which  is  composed  of 
mcu  of  no  solidity,  who  would  de^rt  him  at  a  pinch,  and  some 

'  whom  arc  on  his  side  only  so  long  as  they  believe  it  to  be 
It  with  their  design  of  restoring  the  King.  Those  who 
know  best  concur  in  these  views ;  and  indeed  it  sterns  impos- 
sible to  form  any  other  opinion  from  the  present  state  of  feel- 
ing in  England.  iTiese  domestic  jjeqileiities  have  not  prc- 
iT^nUd  the  Govemment  from  attending  to  foreign  aflairs,  and 
the  Secretary  of  State  came  to  me  yesterday  evening  to  show 
Die  the  di^  of  a  treaty  between  France,  England,  and  the 
States-General,  for  the  promotion  of  peace  in  the  north,  beg* 
ging  me  to  read  it  carctully  and  to  send  him  my  opinion  of  it 
this  moruing,  and  offering  to  add   or  omit  anything  I  might 
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think  ad\isable ;  he  also  begged  me  to  write  to  M.  de  Thou 
in  conformity  with  wliat  we  should  agree  on  here,  that  he  might 
make  no  difficulty  about  acting  in  concert  with  Mr,  Downing 
at  the  Hague,  whither  an  exprcsa  would  be  sent  who  could^ 
convey  my  despatches,  I  have  complied  with  the  Secretar 
wishes,  not  having  found  anytHug  in  the  articles  (a 
of  which  I  have  seut  to  M.  dp  Brienne),  wliich  wa»  not  i 
forumhle  to  the  intentions  of  the  King  and  to  the  guarantee- 
treaty  which  I  have  signed,  from  which  his  Highness's  minis- 
ters rejected  the  very  articles  which  they  now  propose.  His 
Highness  migiit  at  that  time  have  entertained  other  views, 
but  now  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  his  only  desire  is  peace, 
I  intimated  to  the  said  Secretary  that  France  desired  peace 
with  Poland  no  less  warmly,  and  considered  it  no  less  ncci>s- 
sary  to  the  common  interest ;  and  he  promised  me  that  Ad- 
niiral  Montague  shoiUd  have  ordera  to  urge  the  matter  vei^^f 
strongly  on  the  King  of  Sweden.  If  there  were  any  further 
precaution  to  be  taken  to  secure  peace  in  these  quarter?,  I 
might  he  informed  of  it,  and  could  get  the  requisite  orders 
given  in  eufficient  time,  as  M.  de  Thou  makes  some  scruple 
about  signing  anything  without  express  authority.  The  Se- 
cretary nest  asked  me  for  news  of  the  peace,  complaining  that 
he  had  received  no  letters  from  Mr.  Lockhart  by  post,  but 
several  from  Flanders  and  other  localities,  which  assured  him 
that  peace  had  been  concluded,  and  that  we  were  to  restore 
all  the  places  we  had  taken  in  Flanders,  even  including 
Gravelincs.  I  confessed  to  him  that  my  private  letters  spoke 
very  positively  on  the  subject,  but  that  the  good  faith  witi^| 
which  the  King  wa^  acting  woiUd  not  permit  him  to  come  t^^ 
any  final  conclusion  until  the  interests  of  liia  allies  were  suit- 
ably pravided  fur ;  that  indeed.  Ids  Majesty  and  the  whole  i 
France  strongly  desired  the  tei-mination  of  tlie  war,  and  that" 
to  enjoy  the  happiness  of  peacCj  we  should  not  regret  the  loss 
of  a  few  places,  providetl  that  Ronssdlon  remained  in  our 
liauds.     I  took  occasion  also,  while  on  this  subject. 
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that  doabtlcaw  the  Protector  would  not  iiuist  on  i^tatiiiug 
an  that  he  h&A  acquired  dnring  the  war;  but  he  as&tirt^d  me 
that,  veiy  far  iroiu  abaLDdoniag  anything,  he  would  retiiiire  to 
W  aoppUed  with  the  me&as  of  roaintaiina^  Dunkirk,  which 
voald  oiherwise  be  too  troublesome  to  England.  This  speech 
pxc  me  a  pretext  for  proposing  the  sale  of  the  plaee^  as  the 
street  means  of  aToiding  the  difficnltr  which  so  extraordinary 
i  preteonoQ  would  produce.  The  Secretary  of  State  gave  me 
ao  ttrioOB  answer,  and  merely  reiterated  to  me  that  Mr.  Lock- 
had  fwy  express  orders  to  enter  into  treaty,  and  to  con- 
to  reasonable  tenca :  be  al^  let  fall  that  it  was  feared 
that  the  disbanded  troops  would  pass  over  into  England.  I 
canfeaaed  that  if  England  were  not  separated  from  the  main- 
tud  hj  BO  wide  a  channel,  this  danger  might  reasonably  be 
■pfgettcmded ;  but  that  snch  a  fleet  as  would  be  necessary  for 
the  transport  of  an  army  oould  not  be  equipped  without  great 
espesae,  or  without  the  consent  of  France  and  Spain,  and  if 
Ihoae  oountriea  were  at  peace  with  England,  such  an  arma» 
meat  would  not  be  permitted ;  and  that,  for  further  security, 
the  oontiiigency  might  even  be  provided  for  in  the  treaty  of 
peace.  This  overture  was  well  received.  The  Secretary  also 
•^reed  to  a  proposal  I  made  that  we  should  publish  the  treaty 
which  ia  to  be  sigued  at  tbe  Hague,  to  make  known  to  all  the 
world  that  our  only  object  is  the  reconciliation  of  the  States 
of  the  Nordi.  When  we  parted,  T  renewed  my  offers  of  the 
fLing's  asfiistance  if  it  should  be  necessary  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  tlie  present  Government  under  existing  circoro- 
atanon.  The  Secretary  thanked  me  in  general  terms^  with- 
out entering  into  the  matter^  and  also  without  expressing,  as 
aa  fbrmcT  occasions,  any  hope  of  a  happy  issue  to  the  move^ 
BiBia  in  pro^^ess ;  although  his  appearance  and  language 
woe  more  smiling  and  pleasant  than  usual,  which  went  far  to 
penniade  me  that  there  is  some  foundation  in  the  report  that 
be  has  a  secret  understanding  with  Generals  Fleetwood  and 
DnfaoTougb.     To  conchide,  I  learn  that  the  Parliament  has 
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oorae  to  no  resolution  as  yet,  and  that  news  has  amved  that 

the  fleet  has  entered  the  Sound. 


44.] 


M.  DE  Bordeaux  to  Cardinai.  Mazariv. 

-Voy  5, 


My  Lord, 
If  my  last  letters  have  not  been  detained  in  England,  they 
will  have  prepared  your  Kmiuencc  to  reecive  vnitliout  surprise 
the  news  of  what  has  occurred  here  since  the  1st  of  tbia 
month.  It  is  true  that  the  evil  did  not  then  appear  eo  close 
at  hand,  and  that,  up  to  that  very  day,  it  was  still  hoped  that 
some  means  of  acconimodatioo.  might  be  found.  But  the 
leaders  of  the  array,  finding  that  they  were  heiu^  deluded  by 
negotiations,  whilst  the  friends  of  the  Protector  were  pressing 
tlie  Parliament  to  adopt  resolutions  tending  to  his  establish- 
ment and  their  overthrow,  thought  it  advisable  to  provide  for 
their  own  safety,  and  to  effect  by  force  that  which  they  had 
been  unable  to  obtain  In?^  fair  means.  With  this  intent,  on 
Thursday,  towards  midnight,  they  placed  the  troops  under 
arms  in  the  ncigbbouj'hood  of  Whitehall  j  and  the  principal 
men  among'  them,  having  assembled  at  St.  James's,  and  re- 
fused to  admit  to  their  conclave  those  who  were  known  to  be 
wcll-lntentioncd  towards  the  Court,  sent  Major-General  I>es- 
Ijorough,  with  about  a  doaen  officers,  to  demand  of  the  Protector 
that  he  should  dissolve  Parliament  in  person  on  the  following 
day.  They  found  hia  Highness  with  a  few  officers  who  were 
friendly  to  him,  and  soon  Icametl  that  he  was  already  aware 
of  the  resolution  which  had  been  adopted  by  the  council  of 
war ;  but  at  the  same  time,  he  hod  lost  the  confidence  he  had 
Ibrmerly  felt  in  several  regiments,  all  the  subaltern  officers  of 
which  had  abandoned  their  colonels  to  follow  the  example  ^^ 
other  corps,  and  one  squadron  of  cavalry  bad  even  gone  bo  fi^| 
as  to  refuse  to  Ibllow  their  captain,  who  was  leading  them 
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t»  Wbitehall,  AJthough  the  Protector  was  aware  of  thia 
gvneral  aUenatiou,  and  his  friends  had  scarcely  been  able  to 
find  two  hundred  men  in  the  whole  army  who  were  dl^?posed 
to  b*ck  hinij  be  nevertheless  exhibited  great  firraneas,  and  de- 
daivd  that  he  would  sufiTer  any  violence  rather  than  grant  the 
dem&d  which  wa«  msde  of  him.  This  refusal  obliged  General 
Dfesborcmgh  to  come  to  threats^  and  to  inform  him  that  he  was 
not  in  a  position  even  to  defer  for  an  hour  the  eisccution  of 
the  reeolntion  which  the  anay  had  adopted ;  leaving  him  how- 
n&  at  liberty  to  eomniifl^ion  some  member  of  his  Conncil  to 
rtiwolrr  the  Parhameot,  if  he  were  onwiliing  to  do  it  irt  per^ 
•oo.  His  Highness,  seeing  that  the  necessity  was  inevitable^ 
and  that  those  who  were  with  him  were  of  opinion  that  he 
imiBt  eabmit  to  force,  after  having  again  expressed  liia  dis- 
fkamxTC  and  repugnance,  promised  that  which  he  was  Tinable 
to  nfase*  Thereupon  General  Dc^borongh  and  the  others 
withcirew^  and  went  to  a  neighbouring  house  to  await  the 
performance  of  the  promise;  and  between  two  and  three 
o'clock  in  the  mormng,  the  Secretary  of  State  brought  them 
the  neceasary  orders  addressed  to  the  Keeper  of  the  Seal.  In 
the  meanwhile,  some  companies  of  cavalry  and  infantry  en- 
tend  the  ooortyard  of  AVhitehall,  and  behaved  themselves 
with  oon^derable  license,  particularly  in  the  cellars ;  and 
there  were  also  many  parleys,  and  it  was  said  that  it  was 
agreed  not  to  overthrow  the  Protector  entirely,  bot  to  allow 
hioi  to  govern  in  conjrmction  with  a  council,  though  he  is  not 
to  be  permitted  to  interfere  with  the  army,  which  remained 
on  guard  in  London  and  round  about  Whitehall  during  the 
whaks  of  the  3nd  of  May.  Opposite  Whitehall  there  was  a 
pioquet,  which  arrested  some  officers  and  soldiers  who  were 
tbought  to  belong  to  the  Court  party,  and  who  wished  to  enter 
the  palace*  This  great  commotion  did  not  prevent  the  mem- 
ber* of  Parliament  from  going  down  to  Westminster  at  the 
n^nal  hour.  Accordingly,  when  they  had  taken  their  seats, 
the  first  Keeper  of  the  Seals,  who  is  President  of  the  new 
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Hou^,  made  kuowu  hie  Highnesfl'i  Intcntiou  to  the  LordB, 
and  it  naa  resolved  that  the  CommonB  should  be  &imimoned  . 
to  hear  the  commissian  uiidcT  the  Great  Seal  prooounciiig 
the  dissolution  of  the  Parliament.  But  this  message,  betog 
«ent  by  the  Usher  of  the  Bhick  Ko<l,  a»  the  Comjuous  had 
previously  determined  to  receive  uo  mcfiaogc  from  the  other 
House  unless  brought  by  one  of  it«  mcrol>crs,  and  a*  more- 
uver  the  subject  of  tbc  invitation  was  nut  agreeable,  after  a 
debate  of  two  hours'  duration,  they  resolved  to  take  no  notice 
of  the  sumiuoua,  and  in  order  to  prevent  the  order  of  dis- 
»olutioD  from  beinj?  notified  to  them  in  any  other  way,  they 
adjourned  uotil  today,  and  immediately  left  the  House.  Dur- 
ing this  debate,  the  violence  of  the  officers  of  the  army  was 
strongly  reprehended ;  some  proposed  that  they  should  be  de- 
daretl  traitors  j  others  that  the  protection  of  the  City  of  Lou- 
don should  be  requested,  and  that  the  House  should  remove 
its  meetings  thither.  The  Preabyteriaus  among  others  ap- 
peared very  animated,  and  General  Fairfax  was  highly  indig- 
nant; some  llepubUcans  also  affected  dissatiafaetion ;  but  no 
coudusion  was  arrived  at,  as  many  of  the  members  desired, 
and  had  secretly  promoted,  the  dissolution  of  the  Parliamcut, 
because  they  found  it  was  too  blindly  devoted  to  the  Pro- 
tector's uitercst.  As  goon  as  the  Commons  had  ^oue,  the 
Keepers  of  the  Seals  went  into  their  House^  and  read  the  com- 
mission £it>m  his  Highness,  presupposing  that  it  was  sufficient 
to  declare  his  will  in  their  place  of  meeting.  During  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day,  nothing  remarkable  occurred,  except  that 
General  Fleetwood  waited  upon  the  Protector,  who  gave  him 
a  very  bad  reception  at  first,  but  afterwards  took  him  into  a 
private  room,  where  they  remained  some  time  in  conference. 
On  the  3rd  of  this  month  a  great  council  of  officers  was  held, 
where  the  principal  topic  of  discussion  was  the  menus  of  find- 
iug  money  wherewith  to  satisfy  the  troops,  and  a  c*»mDiittcc 
often  was  appointed  to  ad^'isc  on  the  most  m^gcnt  affairs.  On 
the  same  day  a  proclamation  was  printed,  annoiuiciug  the  dis- 
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iolation  of  Parliament,  whlcli  the  Protector  declared  he  had 
done  from  verj  important  coDsidcrations^  without  statttig  that 
it  waa  with  the  advice  of  his  Council.  A  great  Dumber  of 
mexnberB  did  not  fail  to  proceed  to  Westminster  this  mornings 
vhere,  haHtig  found  some  cavalry  on  gu^d,  and  the  House  of 
Fvtiaznent  closed^  the^  contented  themselves  with  knocking 
at  the  door,  and  expressing  their  indignation.  Orders  have 
■bo  beea  issued  to  &11  the  Koyalist«  and  Catholics  to  leave 
London  without  deiaVj  under  the  pretext  that  they  are  cabal- 
tiDg  together  in  favour  of  the  Kin^.  The  City  of  London,  on 
tte  put,  has  not  remained  inactive;  the  Mayor  and  some 
ColoOidi  of  City  mOitia,  who,  a  few  days  before^  had  induced 
their  oooncO  of  war  to  adopt  a  r^olution  to  unite  with  the 
ansy  for  the  maintenance  of  the  good  old  cause,  have  met 
together^  and  in  order  to  obtain  perfect  conformity  with  thetr 
fint  declaration,  have  cashiered  some  of  their  officers  whose 
|fiiiaplea  were  of  a  different  character  ;  thus,  up  to  the  pre- 
KDt  moment^  there  appears  to  be  no  opposition  to  the  autho- 
rity of  the  leaders  of  the  army.  Not  that  the  Corpoiation  of 
the  City,  which  is  composed  of  Presbyterians,  is  not  entirely 
opposed  to  them ;  as  well  as  the  ministers,  who  rightly  think 
that  their  tithes  will  be  in  danger  if  the  goiernment  falls  into 
the  hands  of  the  Anabaptists  and  other  Sectaries,  of  whom 
Lieatcuant-General  Fleetwood  is  reputed  to  be  the  protector ; 
uid  it  is  accordingly  stated  that  some  of  them  made  an  oQer 
to  the  Protector  to  §et  up  an  insurrection  in  the  City  in  his 
favour,  if  he  would  retire  thither,  and  that  he  would  have 
araOed  himself  of  their  offer,  if  his  Council  had  not  dissuaded 
him  ;  whence  it  is  inferred  that  the  Council  had  a  previous  un- 
derstanding with  the  army.  I  cannot  speak  with  so  much 
cotunty  of  what  is  likely  to  happen  as  of  what  is  past,  nor 
can  I  say  what  will  be  the  new  form  of  government.  Many 
are  persuaded  that  the  Protector  will  remain  in  his  place  at 
least  for  some  time ;  that  Generals  Fleetwood  and  Desborough 
will  have  all  the  authority ;  that  the  Council  will  continue  to 
act,  aud  that  another  Parliament  will  be  summoned,  that  will 
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manifeflt  a  greater  desire  for  the  putilic  good.  Others  believe 
tliat  the  Conmi  oil  wealth  will  be  again  established,  as  raost  of 
the  iuferior  officers  of  the  army  desire  that  Ibrm  of  govern- 
ment; that  they  have  evcii  begun  ^reodj  to  entertaiD  sus- 
picions of  their  chief,  because  they  believe  him  to  have  other 
iiicliuatioufi  i  aud  that  they  have  appointed  agitators,  aa  ut 
former  times,  for  the  preset' at  ion  of  their  iuteTCsts,  It  is  also 
stated  that  Slajor-GeDcral  Latabert  and  some  other  oflicera 
who  were  caslkiered  by  the  late  Protector,  claim  to  be  restored 
to  their  commands,  and  that,  as  they  are  supported  by  a  part 
of  the  army,  division  may  spring  up  among  them  from  tliis 
cauae;  that  want  of  money  ia  likely  to  caiise  similar  dis^ 
orders;  ajid  that  if,  without  a  Parliament,  the  funds  necesAaty 
for  paying-  the  arreare  due  to  the  army  canuot  Ije  obtained,  it 
will  be  requisite  to  restore  the  old  Parliament,  as  there  ia  no 
re4i9on  to  hope  that  any  other  would  grant  the  money^  Some 
also  apprehend  that  the  troops  iu  IiTlaud  and  Scotland  may 
disapprove  of  the  conduct  of  tboBe  in  England,  aud  that  my 
Lord  Henry  CTOUiwell  and  General  Monk  may  foment  dissen- 
sion ;  it  is  known  also  that  General  Montague  was  well-inten- 
tioned towards  the  Protector  when  he  sailed  ;  aud  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  uobihty  aud  people  would  declare  (igainst  the 
army,  either  in  favour  of  the  King  whose  restoration  is  adro- 
cated,  or  in  favoiu*  of  the  Protector,  if  they  saw  any  iuSu- 
ential  body  give  the  leaat  support  to  either  interest.  These 
are  the  reflections  suggested  by  the  change  which  has  oc- 
curred, wliich  holds  all  minds  in  suspense,  aud  the  couse- 
quencea  of  which  are  etill  unknown  to  the  most  enlightened 
men  of  all  parties.  It  nevertheless  appears  to  me  that  the 
Protector  will  retain  his  title  without  any  power,  that  the 
council  of  the  army  will  govern  under  his  name,  that  Mr. 
I'leetwood  >vill  be  made  General,  aud  Mr.  Desborough  Lieu- 
tenaiU-Geueral,  aud  that  the  latter  will  bare  the  greater  share 
in  the  government,  being  an  abler  man  than  the  former;  that 
the  officera  who  have  roniiiiued  true  to  the  Protector  will  be 
Oiwhici'ed,  and  some  of  the  colonels  dijstniseed  by  hia  lute 
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ligfcnraw  will  be  reinstated ;  that  tbe  troops  in  Scotland  and 
[  will  not  desert  the  commoii  causCj  eveu  if  their  leaders 
►  ■honld  attempt  to  persuade  tlicm  to  do  $o^  wbicb  is  uot  sus- 
pected in  regard  to  General  Monk ;  Admind  Montague 
awakens  greater  auspiciou,  but  besides  that  he  h  not  absolute 
lA  ibe  iSect,  tbe  3eet  can  do  nothiag  against  the  govemmcut, 
oaleaB  there  is  a  division  iu  the  army;  and  as  regards  the 
nimng  of  money,  very  different  means  to  tbose  employed  by 
tbe  Parliament  will  be  used ;  it  9cetns  also  tbat  the  Hepub- 
Ucaos  are  not  i^tisficd  witb  these  arrau^ements ;  but  that 
tJftey  will  uevcrtbclcas  tolerate  them  with  less  reluctance  than 
the  conaolidation  of  the  Protector's  authority,  as  they  have 
greater  hopes  that  the  new  system  will  finally  subside  into  a 
oomiBDuwesdtbj  than  they  could  hare  if  all  the  power  were*  in 
tbe  hands  of  one  man.  A  declaration  m  projected  which,  iu 
M  few  days,  will  enable  a&  to  form  a  more  certain  opinion  on 
tbe  state  of  afTairs.  Meanwhile  all  other  busiBess  is  at  a  stand- 
BtiQ ;  and  having  sent  this  eveuing  to  tbe  Secretary  of  State, 
who  has  gone  into  the  countryj  to  inform  him  that  I  was  de- 
nnnu,  at  this  crisis,  to  confirm  the  offers  I  bod  previously 
made,  he  received  my  civility  very  graciously,  and  even  sent 
me  wonl  that  he  would  see  me  in  a  day  or  two ;  but  he  would 
&ot  listen  when  my  secretary  attempted  to  converse  with  him 
on  the  aflairs  of  the  north.  I  shall  nevertheless  endeavour, 
at  our  first  meeting,  to  comply  with  the  wish  of  tbe  Dutch 
ambassador  to  obtain  that  the  article  of  the  treaty  which  is  to 
be  sigued  at  the  Hague  eonceraing  the  reconciliation  of  the 
United  Provinces  with  the  King  of  Sweden  may  be  couched 
in  more  ui^nt  terms ;  to  which  I  see  no  objection.  It  is  true 
that  this  ia  not  a  good  opportunity  for  obtaining  a  change  in 
the  ordei«  which  have  been  sent  to  Mr.  Bowning,  and  General 
Fleetwood  will  doubtless  incline  to  favour  the  cause  of  the 
Swedes,  for  whom  his  brother  is  agent  in  Londou,  unless  he 
ahonld  deem  it  necessary  to  recall  the  fleet,  news  of  which  has 
arrived  today. 
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M.  DB    BORDSAITX   TO   CARDINAL   MaZARI^. 


Mv  Lord. 


X2,  1669. 


I 


the 


atid 


Secretary  of  State  on  the  9th  of  thia  moDth, 
spoke  to  him  in  the  tirat  instance  respecting  the  suspeusiou  of 
bostiliti^,  ill  the  terms  which  yoiu-  Emiiteuce  had  prescribed, 
begging'  him  to  secure  the  adoption  of  &  speedy  resolution  on 
thi»  subject,  by  the  Council  which  has  just  met*  He  told  me 
that  Mr.  Lockiiart  had  writteu  to  him  on  the  matter  by  the 
last  postj  but  thatj  a&  he  did  not  communicate  the  state  of  our 
QCgotiatiuu  or  treat)'  witli  Spaiu,  aud  aa  Eagland  would  receire 
no  advantage  from  so  short  a  truce,  the  Protector  couhl  not 
enter  into  it  -,  that  he  would  prefer  peace,  or  a  suspension  of 
hostiLitiea  for  at  lea;9t  six  monthaj  both  on  land  aud  sea ;  that 
any  other  course  would  be  giving  Spain  opportunity  to  pre- 
pare for  the  attack  of  Dunkirk^  and  for  conveying  trooj»  into 
England  this  summer^  which  would  compel  his  Highucaa  to 
be  as  much  on  his  guardj  and  to  keep  the  same  ^rrisou  in 
Dunkirk,  as  if  there  were  no  stispeuBion  of  hostilities^  while  at 
t!ie  sawjc  time  he  would  be  deprived  of  the  advantaged  which 
war  may  produoc.  He  also  made  aome  complaint  that  we 
wiflhed  to  include  Euglaud  as  an  allied  State,  without  giviug 
her  time  to  make  a  separate  treaty ;  and  he  rejieated  to  mc 
several  times  that  your  Eminence  had  not  communicated  to 
him  the  state  of  the  n^otiation  with  M.  Pimentcl,  although 
It  was  matter  of  public  notoriety  that  the  peace  had  been 
Higued  J  that,  while  in  this  uncertainty,  the  Protector  could 
pot  approve  of  the  truce,  and  that  Mr.  Jjockhart  had  initruc- 
tions  to  declare  as  much.  This  speech  compelled  me  to  en- 
Ibrce  with  still  greater  particularity  all  the  consideratioQ* 
toutihed  upon  by  yom*  Eminence  in  your  last  letters,  in  order 
to  couvLuce  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  necessity  of  a  short 
su^iiension  of  hostihtiea,  and  to  show  him  that  a  longer  oue 
would  give  Spain   the  iid vantage  of  overthrowing  Portugal, 
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r^ieriz^  Floniiera,  and  placing  herself  in  a  poaitiou  to  refii&c 
the  conditions  which  she  now  ofiers,  I  replied  to  hia  com- 
plaitkts  by  remiading  bim  of  our  conduct  eince  tbe  arriTaJ  of 
M.  Pimentel  at  Court^  uid  I  civilly  reproached  him  that  we 
bad  «cted  with  much  greater  A^mkness  and  iDgenuoufiness 
tliui  the  English  Government^  which  had  svstcmaticaUy  re- 
fined to  declajne  ita  iutentioos ;  that^  e^'en  now,  Mr.  Lockhart^ 
tkngh  be  pro&wed  to  have  power  to  treat,  was  acting  in  snch 
ft  wfcM^M^  thftt  it  was  impossible  to  believe  that  he  bad  orders 
to  oonclade  a  treaty  ;  and  that  these  delays  had  partly  oom- 
pelkd  his  ^lajesty  to  condescend  to  a  truce,  which  coxdd  in 
nowise  pr^tuUce  English  intereatfl,  whether  tbey  were  most 
fbrwarded  by  peace  or  war,  especially  at  the  present  conjimc- 
tnre,  as  it  was  to  be  presumed  that  England  was  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  make  any  great  conquests  of  Spain^  and  that  both 
the  Protector  and  his  Council  of  State  were  too  much  occu- 
pied by  home  affairs  to  attend  vkith  any  degree  of  freedom  to 
foreign  aSaira,  until  the  present  troubles  were  quieted,  for 
which  we  oould  not  wait  without  great  inconvenience^  unless 
there  were  a  suspensioD  of  hostilities  which  should  leave  all 
ihingis  in  their  present  state.  1  next  assured  him  that^  even 
snppoBng  the  couditiouH  between  France  and  England  were 
grsntodj  of  which  I  had  no  certain  information,  if  our  alliee 
could  not  obtain  pea^e  on  reasonable  terms^  we  would  not 
desert  theto ;  that  therefore  whatever  state  our  treaty  might 
be  in,  it  ought  to  cause  them  no  jealousy ;  and  that  moreover 
Mr,  Lockhart  could  hare  no  foimdatioG  for  writing  that  we 
did  not  approve  of  his  treating  separately,  as  it  was  certain 
that  the  option  bad  be^  proposed  to  him,  as  I  proved  by  that 
^»Dfle  in  your  £mincn^*s  letter  which  mentions  the  fact; 
and  fimdly,  after  a  rather  long  Bpeeeh,  which  it  would  be  use- 
lem  to  report^  I  urged  the  Secretary  to  deliver  the  King  from 
the  Gubftrrassmeut  in  which  he  would  be  placed,  if,  while  he 
had  a  truce  in  Flanders,  the  Spaniards  ^ould  attack  Dimkirk^ 
or  undertake   any  enterprise  against  Englaud.     He  sceiued 
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QQikvinced  by  my  reasonSf  and  promised  that  I  fihould  lutve  a 
poiitive  anawer  that  very  eveiiiug,  hut  I  have  not  received  any 
commuiuciitioti  from  him  aiiice.  Buforc  Icuvmg  tliis  subject, 
in  order  to. discover  his  views  m  regard  to  Father  Talbot's 
jouruey,  I  told  him  banteringly  that  I  had  expected  to  find 
him  more  disix>sed  to  cooHent  to  a  truce,  as  Father  Talljot  baii 
buadtcd  to  some  of  hisfrieuds  tliiat  he  had  eouvinced  kim  that 
peace  was  necessary  to  Etigiaad.  He  denied  that  he  had  ever 
heard  from  him  uiy  proposition  of  the  kiud,  &nd  agaiu  pro- 
tested to  me  that  the  present  Protector  hod  had  no  thought  of 
treating  with  Spain,  except  since  Frauce  lias  desired  it^  anil 
thut>  if  coutrajy  statements  had  been  madc^  it  was  solely  with 
a  view  to  sow  distrust  between  the  two  nations.  I  afterwards 
passed  ou  to  the  affairs  of  the  uorth^,  and,  in  accordance  with 
the  wiali  of  tlic  ambassador  of  Holland,  I  proposed  that  the 
article  of  the  treaty  which  is  to  be  signed  at  the  Ha^e,  oon- 
ecrning  the  reconciliation  of  the  Unitcil  Provinces  with  the 
King  of  Sweden,  should  >jc  couched  io  the  terms  which  the 
Statee- General  desire ;  he  told  me  that  the  Council  had  oot 
deemed  it  expedient  to  comply  with  this  request^  and,  ba<hing 
ahowu  nic  that  they  demanded  not  only  that  we  shoidd  recon- 
cile them,  hut  that  it  was  also  expressly  atipulatetl  that  the 
English  fleet  ahould  abandon  the  King  of  Sweden  if  he  would 
not  ratify  the  Treaty  of  Etbiu^  with  all  the  cxphmations  which 
the  States-Gcucral  have  added  to  it,  and  that  Englmid  and 
FroHce  should  guarantee  the  execution  of  that  treaty,  1  <UJ 
iLOt  think  it  fitting,  any  more  than  he  did^  to  enter  into  these 
detailfi,  aud  consequently  we  agreed  that  orders  shoidd  merely 
be  sent  to  the  resident  ministers  of  France  aud  Euglaad  at 
the  Court  of  Sweden  to  promote,  by  their  mediation,  on  ac- 
comraodatiou  with  the  United  Provinces,  on  conditions  with 
which  they  may  have  cause  to  he  satisfied,  and  to  use  aimilar 
good  offices^  with  equal  warmth^  on  behalf  of  Poland  and 
Brandenburg.  The  Secretary  of  State  confijmed  to  me  the 
ruport  tliat  the  la»t  news  Irom  Zealand  represent  the  King  of 
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SvcdcD  to  be  very  diflsatisfied  with  our  mtendoii  to  oblige 
him  to  sUod  b;  the  Treaty  of  Roeskild ;  but  that  the  Pro- 
tttAor  nerertheleas  remained  iurm  to  the  news  lie  liad  alreadv 
dedared,  and  to  give  me  certain  proof  of  tbisj  lie  placed  in 
mj  hands  the  rati^cation  of  tlic  lust  treaty^  tbe  exchange  of 
wLidi  ka  the  Kio^s  bad  been  deferred  until  that  moment. 
I  ended  my  visit  with  the  same  ofiera  and  demonstrations  of 
&iend>ihip  which  I  had  already  conveyed  to  the  Secretaiy, 
begging  him  to  assure  the  Protector  that  the  King  would 
■pare  no  efforts  for  his  maintenauce.  The  Secretary  received 
theae  dnlities  with  abundant  thaaks^  undertook  to  report 
them  to  his  Highness,  and  tried  to  make  me  believe  that 
there  vaa  a  probability  of  TeconcUiation,  a^  tlie  army  had 
beeo  satisfied  by  the  dissolutiou  of  the  Parliament^  which 
fao  blamed  far  having  acted  a  little  too  hastily  towards  the 
ofioera.  It  is  however  quite  certain  that,  in  the  meanwhile, 
the  kaden  of  the  army  had  resolved  on  recaUixig  the  Long 
fofliuiient,  and  that  a  decUratioa  to  that  effect  was  t>eii]g 
printed  j  but  it  is  said  that  thia  has  since  been  withdrawn^  and 
that  a  new  project  of  government  is  in  contemplation,  in 
which  the  Protector  will  be  included  in  the  capacity  of  Pre- 
udcnt  of  a  council  which  will  be  partly  compel  of  Fifth- 
aMJOarchy  men,  in  order  to  satisfy  all  parties ;  but  there  is 
QOthtng  very  certain  to  report  as  yet,  except  that  the  officers 
dabiered  by  the  late  Protector  have  been  appointed  to  the 
mmmandft  of  those  who  arc  thought  hostile  to  the  Common- 
wealth, in  favour  of  which  numbers  of  manifestoes  and  declara- 
timia  are  daily  published,  addressed  to  the  army,  which,  apart 
hook  any  Auch  incitements,  is  suSicicntly  prone  to  follow  out 
its  old  principles;  and  although  the  present  leaders  have  other 
viewB,  and  wish  lo  maintain  the  existing  dissension,  they  will 
neverthelesa  find  it  very  di£&cuit  to  succeed  in  their  designs, 
becan^e  they  have  lost  all  their  influence  with  the  troops. 
General  Lambert  is  more  popidar  than  any  of  them.  The 
opinion  of  the  troops  in  Soothmd  and  Ireland  will  decide  the 


3S0 


ILLUSTHATIVTE   LETTERS. 


question.  This  point  is  still  spoken  of  as  uncertain*  and  no 
ncvTB  can  liave  been  received  from  tlicnce,  although  a  re|>ort 
hsiJi  been  current  for  some  dajs  that  my  Lord  Henry  Cromirell 
was  in  tlie  same  condition  as  the  Protector,  that  i«,  \mdcr  a 
6ort  of  arrest.  The  Royalists  are  meanwhile  full  of  great 
hoixjBj  and  it  is  tnie  that  a  little  e^aiatance  would  be  auflBt-ient 
to  put  them  in  a  good  iwaition.  Some  of  them  hope  that  the 
Protector  and  his  partisans  will  not  be  averse  to  join  them, 
and  the  Republicans,  in  order  to  increase  their  unpopulaiity, 
Hccuse  them  of  having  been  lately  in  treaty  with  Maasey, 
which  is  not  improbable.  There  is  more  reason  to  beliere 
thatj  before  the  end  of  the  week,  the  Government  will  be  es- 
tabUahedj  for  fear  lest,  wben  the  weakness  of  the  army  (which 
is  only  seven  or  eight  thousand  men  strong)  is  ascertained, 
the  malecoutcnta  should  avail  themselves  of  the  confusion  lo 
form  factious ;  if  the  Long  Parliament  were  restored  to  au* 
thorityj  it  would  not  long  delay  concluding  the  accomDioda- 
tion  with  Spiun.  No  one  here  doubts  that  the  French  treaty 
is  signed,  or  that  the  King's  marriage  with  the  Infanta  U 
settled  -f  if  the  intelligence  which  reaches  me  to  this  eflect 
from  all  parts  be  well  founded,  I  hope  that  your  Emineuoe 
will  consider  that,  as  I  am  to  be  the  Queen's  Chancellor,  and 
aa  usage  requires  that  persona  of  my  profession  should  be  em- 
ployed in  negotiations  of  this  nature,  I  have  some  title  tn 
claim  a  preference,  and  that,  after  so  many  years  of  scnicc  in 
a  cold  climate,  I  may  with  some  justice  request  pcrmissiou  to 
draw  near  the  sun.  -   .   . 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  just  aent  me  word  that  his  High* 
nese,  having  considered  the  reasons  which  I  stated  to  him  al 
our  last  interview  to  induce  him  to  consent  to  a  suspcuBioii  of 
hostilities,  although  he  had  formerly  held  a  different  opiiuoo, 
lias  resolved  to  conform  to  his  Majesty's  wish,  and  that  orders 
have  been  sent  to  Hr.  Lockhart  to  agree  to  the  truce,  in  a 
letter  which  1  am  requested  to  forward  to  him.  The  Secw- 
tory  also  informs  mc  that  there  is  hope  of  an  aocomniodation , 
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and  indeed,  the  officers  do  not  appear  to  be  agreed  among 
11— wriiri  I  lutve  also  peceired  fir<om  tbe  Secretary  of  State 
two  packets  wtich  have  come  from  Zealand,  and  wliich  wiU 
acquaint  jour  £iauiCQce  with  the  ^tate  of  affaifs  in  thoec 
qmrtcvs. 


46.]         M.  Di  BoADExirx  to  Ca&dikal  Mazau?;. 

Mag  15,  1«59. 
Mf  Lord, 

1  inforaied  yoar  Emmeni^,  in  mj-  last  letter,  that  the  officers 
of  the  army  were  not  wholly  agreed, — &ome  desiriug  to  restore 
the  Long;  Parliament,  and  others  to  establish  a  CauncU,  of 
vlucb  the  Protector  should  be  chief:  after  many  negotia- 
tiOQ»  betv^n  them  and  the  principal  Repablicans,  it  has  at 
laigth  been  determined  to  have  both;  a  declaration  to  thia 
efleot  is  now  in  course  of  preparation,  and  it  will  be  published 
tUs  week^  unleBs  some  fi-esh  change  shotdd  occur  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  feeling,  of  an  unfavourabte  character  to  the  Pro- 
tector ;  as  that  as^mbly  is  composed  of  old  Republicans  who 
took  an  active  part  in  the  destruction  of  royalty,  it  has  been 
deemed  advisable  to  restore  them  to  their  seats,  in  order  to 
hare  a  body  which,  bearing  the  name  of  Parliament,  may 
aaake  laws  and  levy  money ;  but  it  will  be  the  cotmcU  which 
will  really  manage  all  affairs.  This  council  will  be  composed 
of  the  leaders  of  the  army,  among  whom  Major-Gcuerol  Lam- 
bert is  now  most  in  vogue,  and  of  the  most  distinguished 
Bepoblicsjis,  of  whom  Sir  Harry  Vane  is  reputed  to  be  the 
chief:  theae  two  persons  will  have  great  authority,  and  there 
appears  no  likcUhood,  in  England  or  in  Scotland^  of  its  being 
eoDtosted.  In  Ins  first  answer.  General  )fonk  had  demanded 
to  be  told  what  the  good  old  cause  was,  before  he  explained 
his  intentions;  but  he  has  since  sent  a  declaration,  by  expreas, 
that  he  would  not  desert  the  interest  of  the  army.  The  go- 
vernors of  some  town*  in  England,  among  others  the  governor 
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of  Hull,  who  was  believed  to  be  very  faithful  to  the  Protector, 
have  adopted  the  mmc  coutBC,  Atid  as  to  the  troops  in  Ire- 
Und,  although  no  ncirs  has  yet  arrived  from  thera,  they  cnujsc 
but  little  anxiety  ;  they  Imve  too  much  interest  in  rctaming 
|K>9sc9sion  of  that  country,  irhere  all  their  property  is  Rituated, 
to  Ih?  easily  persuaded  to  leave  their  goods  at  tlic  mcr^  of  the 
iuhabitants,  and  come  to  make  wiir  in  England :  thus  ereiy- 
thing  will  pass  over  without  bloodshed,  although  there  arc 
many  malecontents^  and  the  PrcsbyteriauB  are  extremely  op- 
posed to  those  who  arc  entering  into  possession  of  the  govern- 
ment j  they  arc  therefore  very  much  disposed  to  take  their 
tithes  for  the  payment  of  the  army  and  to  allow  liberty  of  con- 
science. The  uext  post  will  doubtless  brin^  you  particularsi  of 
the  new  govetniment,  now  in  course  of  formatiou. 


47.] 


M.  DE    BoRDEAtrX    TO    CaBDINAL    MaKARIV. 

May  S6,  IG&9. 


i 


My  Lord, 

I  made:  no  doubt  that  the  agitations  of  England  would 
awaken  your  impatience  to  leum  their  result;  and  I  have 
therefore  allowed  no  p<wt  to  pass  without  writing  you  all  the 
I>articu]ar8  which  deserved  consideration.  My  last  letter  in- 
formed you  that  the  Parliament  was  deUl>erating  ou  the  eetab- 
liBlimunt  of  the  oificcrs  of  the  army ;  before  the  final  rcaoln^ 
tion  was  adopted,  General  Lambert^  accompanied  by  eighteen 
other  colonels,  presented  to  Parliament  the  articles  which  I 
have  iilrcady  sent  to  you,  and  which  had  been  projected  before 
the  meeting  of  the  House,  some  of  whose  members  appeared 
to  resent  this  address,  which  prescnbea  the  fonn  of  the  go- 
veniraeut ;  to  mollify  their  resentment,  it  is  stated  that  the 
army  has  no  desire  to  impose  the  adoption  of  this  model  aa  a 
uecesftity,  and  that  it  docs  not  even  wish  that  all  the  articles 
tdionld  be  approved ;  among  others  it  docs  not  insist  on  the 
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ooe  wtdcb  weeaiea  &  poision  to  the  Protector ;  bat  that,  from 
*'**'"<t*  of  pninicty',  it  could  not  aroid  npreswig  some  mftric 
of  oteem  for  the  memi^v  of  the  late  Protector,  and  that  it  was 
whto  oblij^d,  in  order  to  avoid  a  sudden  transition  from  one 
j^^tTffm^  to  the  other,  to  propose  a  form  of  goTemment  some- 
vhat  approaching  to  that  which  ba^  been  destroyed;  and  that 
it  has  demandnl  a  ct)uncil  to  co-operate  with  the  Parliament 
•olelj  with  thia  view  ;  it  bad  even  been  determined  to  establish 
tfae  ooe  when  the  other  was  restored.  But  Sir  11.  Vane  and 
tkwt  other  eminent  Bepuhlicans,  in  a  conference  which  they 
had  with  the  leaders  of  the  army,  persuaded  them  to  Icare  the 
vhole  matter  to  the  ParUament,  which  waa  but  little  inclined 
Id  CRate  a  Senate  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  compose  of 
oficsen  of  the  army  who  haye  enoagh  authority  in  other  re- 
ipeeta:  it  hoa  been  deemed  more  «cpedient  to  institute  a 
Cotmid]  of  StatCj  con?iating  of  thirty-one  ministers,  of  whom 
twenty-one  are  to  be  members  of  Parliament,  and  ten  not. 
The  choice  of  roost  of  these  was  made  on  the  La«t  day  of  last 
week,  and  waa  finished  this  morning ;  it  has  abo  been  deter- 
mined that  screo  of  these  couueilloTE,  with  Fleetwood  at  then* 
head,  shall  present  all  the  officers  of  the  army,  who  are  all  to 
receai^e  new  commifisions  irom  the  Parliament,  which  itf  folly 
reaolTcdl  so  to  limit  the  power  of  the  ram  mander- in-chief  and 
other  principal  officers,  that  they  shall  ncrer  he  able  to  dispose 
at  tliey  please  of  the  enbaltcms,  who  are  greatly  caressed  at 
the  preaent  moment.  There  is  even  aome  talk  of  changing 
the  Gener^  every  year ;  hut,  in  the  articles  which  the  army 
has  presentcdj  it  recognizes  Fleetwood  without  any  limitation 
of  tsmCj  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  avoid  giving  him  a  commit 
maa  on  similar  terms ;  no  provision  has  yet  been  made  about  the 
oSiaen  of  justice.  There  is  so  great  an  aversion  to  those  who 
wwte  m  office  under  the  Protector  that^  in  spite  of  the  excosM 
and  juidfications  they  have  alleged,  and  although  ino«t  of 
tfaem  toe  members  of  Parliament,  they  will  be  disposofssed ; 
and  this  morning  the  Speaker  of  the  Parliament  dischai^cd 
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the  dutice  of  Chancellor  pro  tempore,  which  prsTeutcd  lUc 
ParUament  &om  sitting  today  for  any  len^h  of  rime  ;  it  ro*e 
after  hnHng  resolved  to  pay  the  ^rrean  due  to  the  army  aiid 
navy,  and  after  hniing  ordered  a  committee  to  obtain  from 
the  eldest  soti  of  the  late  Protector  a  statement  of  hi»  father's 
debts  and  his  own,  and  to  OBcertain  his  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  present  Government.  This  laat  question  deems  to  be 
put  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  pretext  for  refusing  him  a 
pension  if  he  does  not  submit,  and  he  may  perhaps  be  diverted 
from  submitting  by  the  news  which  has  arrived  during  the 
last  twenty-four  hours  from  Ireland.  It  is  to  the  effect  that 
Lord  Henry  Cromwell,  notwithstanding  his  declaratiou,  has 
fortified  himself  in  Dublin  by  summoning  thither  two  regi- 
ments which  arc  devoted  to  him,  that  he  lias  found  means  to 
give  money  to  those  troops  and  extracted  a  promise  from  the 
officers  that  thoy  will  receive  orders  from  no  one  but  himself 
or  the  Protector,  and  that  the  governors  of  the  principal  towns 
have  returned  to  their  poets  with  a  firm  determination  to  re- 
cognize  no  other  authority.  This  intelligence  fills  all  the 
malceontcnts  with  hopes  of  a  dvil  war.  The  Royaliata  are 
persuaded  that  this  division  will  promote  the  King^a  return, 
aa  the  Lord  Henry  will  be  unable  to  maintain  himself  without 
the  assistance  of  some  other  power,  and  there  is  no  power 
which  it  would  be  so  much  his  advantage  to  serve  as  that  of 
his  lawful  sovereign.  The  Parliamentarians  however  do  not 
ap|K;ar  to  be  greatly  olarm&d,  and  flatter  themselves  that  the 
troops  in  Lreland  will  follow  the  example  of  thoae  in  England, 
when  they  find  the  Government  established,  and  the  Protector 
not  in  a  position  to  avail  himself  of  their  goodwill ;  they  fiir- 
thcr  declare  their  persuasion  that  these  troops  will  not  come 
to  terms  with  the  KtDg  of  Scots,  as  they  can  derive  no  advan- 
tage from  him  but  the  confirmation  of  their  title  to  the  ac- 
quiflitiona  they  have  made  in  Ireland,  their  ergoynient  of 
which  will  be  more  fully  secured  to  them  if  they  submit  to 
the  ParUament,  which  alrcmly  projects  reforms  in  the  ndminis- 
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Umiiam.  of  jufftice.  £tcd  the  army  appears  not  to  be  exempted 
from  rcformatioD^  although  the  power  is  in  ita  baiidB,  and  if 
it  withdrew  it;^  protection,  the  ParLiament  could  uot  subsist 
for  a  moment,  althou^  the  Council  of  the  City  of  London,  at 
the  suggeBttoD  of  the  Mayor^  has  resolved  to  recognize  ita  au- 
thority. This  is,  my  Lord,  the  present  state  of  affairs  in  Eng- 
laitd.  In  reply  to  the  letter  which  your  Eminence  did  me 
the  honaar  to  write  to  me  on  the  2l5t  instant,  I  muat  add 
diat  it  always  appeared  to  me  that  the  King  would  regret  to 
see  the  eatabHsbment  of  a  commouwealth  in  Eng^land,  and 
that,  as  I  have  latterly  perceived  that  the  army  w&a  inclining 
lovBida  that  form  of  goremment,  I  have  frequently  renewed 
my  oficTs  of  the  Kmg:'s  assistance,  belie^inj^  that  the  Pro- 
tector, in  reliance  thereupon,  would  adopt  some  bold  rcKolu- 
tioiL  Bat,  cither  bccaoae  his  h&urt  f^ed  him,  oa  many  be- 
liere,  or  because  bis  frienda  were  unwiUing  to  expose  them- 
Klres  to  the  contingencies  of  a  civil  war,  I  have  never  received 
n^  bat  an  answer  in  general  terms',  and  instead  of  confessing 
the  danger>  the  Secretary  of  State,  an  the  very  cvc  of  the 
rcBtantLon  of  the  Long  Parliaments  sent  me  word  that  there 
were  great  hopes  of  an  acconmsodation  with  the  army.  When 
1  afterwards  renewed  to  him  my  assurances  of  the  King's 
goodwtl]^  he  remained  satistied  with  thanking  me,  and  even 
oftrad  me  his  good  offices  with  the  new  Govmunent.  Aiter 
proof  of  such  great  deprcs&ionj  and  seeing  the  state  of  aban- 
donmcot  in  which  the  Protector  is  h^,  and  aa  moreover  hia 
rqptitation  b.  such  that  it  i»  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  man 
would  risk  hia  Life  and  property  for  him,  I  do  not  think  that 
Prance  could  undertake  his  defence  with  any  success.  It  is  true 
timt  the  army  in  Ireland  now  ahows  a  dispoeition  to  foUovi 
hia  brother,  that  the  inclination  of  the  6eet  is  still  doubtful^ 
and  tbat  the  number  of  disaffected  persons  in  England  Is  rciy 
great.  I  must  also  confess  that,  according  to  popular  report^ 
the  present  Government  has  not  yet  any  solid  foundation ; 
that  the  army  is  not  aatisfied  with  ita  csonduct;  tbat  the  in- 
TOL.  I.  C  C 
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fcnar  offiooB  distrust  their  leaders;  that  the  PrcsbyteTian#>i 
muftja  tbeir  intention  to  take  the  side  of  Any  who  wrill  declare 
BgBinst  the  Protector ;  and  that  these  dislractions  give  reason 
to  beliere  that  nodung  would  be  easier  than  the  conquest  of 
Engbod;  maitj  hare  even  insinuated  to  me  that  it  would  he 
a  fine  opportuxuty  for  Fraucej  if  she  had  any  \rsh  to  employ 
her  troops  either  on  her  own  aocoimt,  or  in  favour  of  the  King 
of  En^and.  But  we  must  wait  for  a  more  express  declaration 
from  the  troops  in  Ireland,  before  huitding  any  plans  on  their 
disafliection ;  sjnA  it  is  to  be  feared  that,  when  tbcj  sec  the 
Parliament  act  without  oppositioOj  a»d  the  anuiea  of  England 
and  Scotland  animated  by  the  same  spirit,  the  inferior  officers 
will  follow  iheir  example,  and  arrest  my  Lord  Henry.  It  is 
also  very  uncertain  whether  General  Montague  can  disclose  of 
the  fleet;  hia  Vioe-AdminJ  is  better  known  and  more  inHocii' 
tia]  among  the  SRiloi«j  and  is  a  ^roug  Republiean ;  besides 
which,  without  large  funds,  which  France  or  Spain  can  nlonc 
fumiahj  the  tieet  cannot  be  kept  at  sea,  Aj$  far  as  the  English 
maleoonteDts  are  eoncemed,  the  best  informed  persons  in  the 
nation  are  as  fully  persuaded  as  I  am  that  they  are  no  longer 
capable  of  ciciting  the  slightest  insurrectiouj  and  that^  if  a 
foneign  army  should  landj  some  would  wait  the  issue,  aa  they 
did  when  the  King  of  England  entered  with  the  Scots  in  1^1, 
and  others^  from  the  aversion  which  they  feel  to  all  foreigners, 
and  particularly  to  the  French,  would  unite  to  oppose  oitr  pro- 
gressj  even  if  we  embraced  the  King's  cause.  These  considera- 
tions persuade  me  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  done  at  present  in 
favour  of  the  Protector^  except  to  encourage  the  division  in  Ire- 
land, and  to  furnish  the  means  of  maintaining  tlie  troops  if  they 
remain  true  to  his  intercfite ;  and  when  they  have,  by  an  open 
rupture,  entered  into  conflict  with  the  Commonwealth,  if  there 
docs  not  appear  to  be  any  force  to  support  them  in  England, 
and  if  tbe  King  still  prefers  to  favour  the  restoration  of  the 
King  of  Scots  rather  than  to  &ee  England  a  commonwealth,  the 
protector  must  be  persuaded  to  make  some  accommodation  with 
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that  Prince,  which  he  nill  not  refuse  to  do,  if  he  lo&ea  all  hope 
of  his  owa  retom  to  power ;  Lonl  Heiiry  Cromwell  will  adopt 
^Mcoorse  with  cren  leas  difficulty,  as  he  will  fiud  it  more  to 
hn  ■drautage  than  an  accoiuTnodation  with  the  Parliament,  if 
he  oQoe  enten  into  conflict  with  it ;  and  tbift  is  also  the 
^nsAt&t  obstacle  tliat  can  he  set  in  the  way  of  the  Common- 
wealth, the  governors  whereof  will  unitCj  and  will  resolve  to 
please  the  people  at  the  expense  of  their  own  authority  if  they 
find  their  position  iu  &ny  danger.  I  shall  seek  for  means  of 
acquainting  the  Protector  with  hia  Mojesi^a  sentiments, 
which  it  will  be  difficult  tor  me  to  find,  as  there  are  Done  of 
the  &kxid£  of  his  father^  or  of  his  own  domestics  and  ofhcers, 
except  Fiennea,  formerly  Keeper  of  the  Seal,  and  Secretary 
Thnrioe,  who  liave  not  taken  their  seats  in  the  Parliament, 
azbd  made  a  sort  of  amende  konorabie ;  even  the  two  alrare- 
mcDtioned  would  not  have  been  more  constant  than  the  rest^ 
if  there  had  been  any  willingness  to  receive  them  to  mercy, 
bitt  they  are  in  so  good  a  position  that  ther  \nll  now  hardly 
pledge  themselves  to  any  party.  My  Lortl  Faulconbrid^  has 
gone  a  hundred  miles  away  from  this,  and  no  one  remains 
with  the  Protector,  capable  of  transacting  busings,  or  of  ap- 
proTied  fidelity.  As  to  Mr,  Lockhart^  no  apprehension  is  ma- 
biferted  of  his  resolutions,  even  if  his  garrison  should  prove 
fcor  he  at  his  disposal ;  the  sale  of  Dunkirk  is  regarded  as  the 
gr^test  barm  he  could  do,  and  it  would  be  borne  without 
much  grief]  if  he  wishes  to  retain  the  place,  it  can  be  only  at 
the  expense  of  England,  and  Ijy  making  such  an  accommoda- 
tion, vhaterer  may  be  his  goodwill,  the  effects  cannot  be  very 
important,  and  the  money  paid  him  will  not  be  adequate  for 
the  restoration  of  his  master.  It  is  even  to  be  feared  that 
something  of  this  may  be  known  here,  as  the  English  are,  for 
the  moat  part,  felae,  and  the  gi^t  Rcpnb- 

lio«n«.  I  should  consider  the  King's  money  more  usefully 
employed,  if  sent  to  Lord  Henry  to  maintain  his  troops  in  their 
fidelity,  as  nothing  can  be  hoped  for  except  firom  that  quarter, 
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unless  the  Kitig,  now  he  is  at  peace  with  Spain,  shoiilti  wish 
t(»  tindertake  the  conquest  of  England,  the  Govcrnmeul  of 
which  19  somewhat  disposed  to  feel  auspicious  of  France ;  to 
avoid  war,  it  will  be  necessary  to  send  me  orders  to  recogmae 
the  present  authorities.  Meanwhile  I  have  stated  thatdouht* 
less  my  orders  to  do  so  will  not  be  long  delayed,  and  that  I 
uliould  not  even  refuse,  if  ttuy  pressing  oceasioii  presented 
itacir  for  acting  for  the  common  interest  of  the  two  nations, 
to  enter  into  conference  aiid  agree  on  whatever  might  be 
judged  best  for  both  countries.  The  Coraraittec  informed  my 
secretary,  in  reply,  that,  if  I  wislied  that  this  offer  abould  be 
laid  before  Parliament,  it  must  be  put  in  writing:  I  have  not 
yet  tliought  it  necessary  to  do  so,  and  it  is  cnougK  to  have 
taken  this  step  to  remove  the  suspicion  which  might  be  fbtt  of 
our  aversion  to  the  new  Government.  The  ambassador  of 
Holland,  at  the  same  time,  communicated  the  resolution 
adopted  by  his  aupcriors  iji  regard  to  tlic  affairs  of  Denmark  ; 
and  Mr.  Downing  having  sent,  by  an  express  on  the  day 
before  yesterday,  the  treaty  which  had  been  projected  here, 
the  Committee  immediately  communicated  it  to  the  ^tl  am- 
bassador, and  assured  him  that  a  frigate  should  be  despatched 
witli  orders  to  Admiral  Montague  to  act  in  confofmity  with 
its  provisions.  Besides  that  the  present  Ministers  of  State 
have  publicly  declared  that  they  are  opposed  to  the  invasion 
of  Zealand,  they  may  he  very  glad  to  have  so  good  a  pretext 
for  keeping  the  fleet  at  a  distance,  whilst  the  Govermuent  is 
being  established.  Nothing  remains  for  me  to  add  with  re- 
gartl  to  their  deUbcrations,  and  the  dis|>ositiona  wiiieb  thrv 
aj>pear  to  me  to  manifest,  nor  have  I  any  farther  news,  ex- 
cept that  a  vessel  from  Biscay,  vvliich  was  conveying  three 
or  four  hundred  Spaniards  to  Ostend,  lias  been  capturetl  iu 
the  Channel ;  that  au  ambassador  extraordinary  from  Por- 
tugal to  France  has  arrived  at  Plymouth;  and  tliat  letters 
from  Lubeck  gave  positive  assurance  of  the  defeat  of  the 
naval  armament  of  the  King  of  Sweden  near  the  islant^  of 
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Dakea.     T\m  disgrace  will  completely  biiug  hioi  over  to  the 
adeof  peace. 


I 


48.]         M.  m  Bordeaux  to  Cardinal  Mazabin. 

Mav  29,  1659. 
Mj-Lord, 

I  thoogbt  1  could  not  address  myself  to  a  better  person 
than  Mr.  TTiarloe  in  order  to  comply  with  the  contents  of 
T(wr  Emincuce's  last  letter ;  and,  haTiug  yesterday  coiitrived 
to  ^et  an  interview  with  him  iu  the  country,  I  a&sured  Mm 
that  the  King  would  spare  neither  money  nor  troops  in  order 
to  re-csiabliah  the  Protector,  if  there  were  any  likelihood  of 
■ncee—  ;  that  his  fiends  might  take  measures  upon  this 
groondworkj  and  that  as  soon  aa  I  was  informed  of  their 
designs,  I  would  communicate  them  to  your  Eminence  with 
aQ  necemaij  secrecy  and  circumspection  j  that  I  should  ex- 
pect  amLlar  conduct  on  their  part,  and  that  they  would  not 
coiiumt  ns  to  offend  Uie  present  goverment  inopportunely. 
TTic  Secretary^  after  drawing  an  exaggerated  picture  of  the 
Borprianig  and  extraordinary  disgrace  that  had  befallen  hia 
master,  told  me  that  he  would  communicate  the  Kiu^s  offers 
to  him  without  delay,  aud  that  within  two  days  1  should  know 
whether  he  will  be  able  to  avail  himself  of  them ;  agreeing  that 
it  would  be  an  undertaking  which  would  lead  to  his  total  rain 
and  to  the  ruin  of  his  firienda,  and  which  might  aiso  be  pre- 
JMdida]  to  France,  if  it  were  not  aucceseftd.  In  order  to  as- 
certain what  might  be  espcct«ij  I  questioned  the  said  Secre- 
tary as  to  the  condition  of  Ireland  and  the  state  of  feeling  iu 
England.  He  appeared  to  me  conWnccd  that  my  Lord  Henry 
Ciomwell  has  absolute  authority  over  his  army ;  that  the  in- 
clinations of  the  Scottish  troops  wi^rc  doubtful,  and  that  did- 
cootenta  increased  daily  in  Euglaud,  as  the  officers  did  not 
obtain  from  the  Farliameut  those  facilities  which  they  had  ex- 
pected, and  the  people  do  sot  think  the  conduct  of  the  Far- 


ILLUSTRATIVE    LETTERS. 


liauicnt  is  at  all  diSerent  &om  what  it  i^aa  before  its  disftolu- 
tioii :  that  moreover  the  whole  nation  was  well  affected  to  the 
Protector,  auil  that  nothing  was  wanting  but  money  to  keep 
some  in  their  allegiance,  and  to  foment  division  among  the 
others ;  that  he  could  not  however  speak  to  me  veiy  positively 
of  the  ftiiurp,  until  he  had  conferred  with  hi3  Highness.  I 
did  jiot  press  him  fiu'ther,  and  merely  gave  hira  to  luiderstand 
that  it  was  expedieotj  in  an  affair  of  this  natiire,  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  perfect  confidence,  to  open  one's  heart  and  discover 
the  evil  as  well  as  the  good ;  that  this  was  the  eiurest  way  of 
leading  the  King  to  make  every  effort  of  which  France  was 
capable ;  whereas  'i£  he  did  not  meet  with  conduct  coirespcnd- 
ing  to  his  advances,  he  might  listen  to  other  counsels  and 
abandon  the  undertaking,  which  cannot  fad  to  be  attended 
with  great  difficulty  and  expense.  Mr.  Thurloe  protested  that 
the  Protector's  conduct  towards  ua  should  be  aU  that  we  could 
desire  J  that  his  own  interest  would  not  permit  him  to  engage 
in  a  civil  war,  unless  he  saw  great  prohabUily  of  bringing  it 
to  a  eucccsaful  issue  j  he  even  recommended  me  not  to  men- 
tion it,  and  his  whole  language  was  marked  by  ao  much  ap- 
prehonsiou  of  events,  that  he  will  doubtless  risk  nothing  rashly. 
1  next  asked  him  if  JVlr.  Loekhart  had  not  written  to  him  on 
his  departure  from  Paris :  he  told  me  that  hia  secretary  had 
arrived,  and  had  given  him  a  letter  of  credence,  but  he  bad  not 
yet  been  able  to  converse  with  him ;  and  he  even  aftkcd  mc 
for  news  of  the  peace  with  Spain^  in  terms  which  lead  me  to 
believe  that  it  is  not  considered  favourable  to  our  present 
designs ;  on  which  poiut  I  endeavoured  to  disabuse  his  mind, 
but  not  untU  after  I  had  addressed  to  him  some  reproaches 
for  not  having  spoken  to  me  frankly  on  this  subject  when  it 
was  in  o\ir  power  to  postpone  the  treaty.  We  separated  with- 
out further  couvei-aation^  deferriJig  it  to  another  day,  and 
agreeing  to  meet  again  with  such  circumspection  that  the 
present  Government  may  feel  no  suspicion  of  our  meeting, 
which  it  wouhl  not  fail  to  do  if  it  knew  that  wc  had  hail  two 
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ntterriews.     On  the  same  dav,  I  had  sent  a 


to  Mr. 
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Rameft,  formerly  Keeper  of  tlie  Great  Seal^  to  say  that  I 
wished  to  Tiadt  Mm,  thinking  that  he  was  ftuflicieiitly  attached 
to  tlie  late  Govenament  to  be  informed  of  hi*  Majesty^ft  views; 
be  exctu^  himself  from  receiving  me,  however,  and  in  conver- 
Mtioa  with  my  secretary,  he  appeared  to  have  no  hope  of  re- 
tain to  power,  speaking  of  the  Lord  Uenry  Cromwell  as  iu- 
■■l'***!*  of  muntaining  the  division  of  the  army  in  Ireland ; 
bat  at  the  same  time  he  does  not  believe  that  the  PaHiament 
■ill  long  agree  with  the  officers,  sa  both  wish  to  ai>propriate 
to  themselves  the  entire  government ;  it  h  tme  that,  nji  to 
tbe  present  moment^  their  miion  has  not  been  perfect^  as  the 
mp^or  officers  aim  at  the  establishment  of  a  Senate  com- 
poacd  of  themselves,  and   the   inferior  officers  incline  to  a 
OamiDonwealtb  governed  by  euccesaive  Parliaments,  in  the 
iotemd  between  which  there  should  be  a  Council  of  State 
appointed,  iritb  power  to  execute  their  laws  and  statutes.  The 
Parliament  itself  is  alao  greatly  divided^  some  of  the  mem- 
bers being  true  Republicans,  while  others  are  so  only  in  name. 
As  T^ards  the  armies  at  a  distance,  whatever  Mr.  Tbttrloe 
maj  Iwve  said.  Monk,  and  the  officers  under  his  command, 
have-  lately  written  a  letter  to  the  Parliament,  full  of  submis- 
skm ;  and  J  sec  no  one  who  doubts  that  this  letter  was  in 
strict  oouformity  with  their  inclinations,  as  that  army  is  com- 
posed of  all  those  regiments  which  the  deceased  Protector 
k&ew  to  be  inclined  to  a  Commonwealth^  and  sent  away  on 
purpose,  for  fear  they  might  thwart  him  in  his  designs.     Mr. 
Ltxrkhart  and  his  garrU^n  have  written  a  similaa'  letter  to  the 
Parliament,  of  which  his  secretary  was  the   bearer  j    it   is 
thought  to  be  even  more  submissive  than  the  other,  and  it  is 
stated  that  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  act  differently,  not 
being  tbe  master  of  his  troops.     Mr.  Thurloe  did  uot  inform 
me  of  this  declaration  of  which  he  was  probably  aware,  al- 
though I  bad  not  be«rd  of  it  when  1  saw  biro,  and  your  Emi- 
nence will  judge  whether  it  is  in  conformity  with  Mr.  Lock- 
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hart's  pledges.     No  news  haa  arris'ed  from  Ireland  since  that 
which  I  httvc  already  written,  and  it  is  believed  that,  as  lettt-r^ 
from  that  qiJnrter  arc  suppressed,  affairs  cannot  be   going  on 
there  iu  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the  GaTeroment ;  thai 
mv  Lord  Henry  nevertheless  will  derive  no  other  advantage 
from  the  goodwilt  of  his  troops  than  an  adrantagcons  ficcom- 
iDodation,  as  he  only  lias  about  twelve  thousand  men  iindct  ^^ 
his  command}  the  greater  part  of  whom  are  neoeesaiy  fof^H 
guarding  the  country ;  if  he  were  supplied  with  the  means  of 
increasing  his  force,  and  sendiug  a  body  of  troopa   into  Eng- 
landj  something  of  greater  importance  mi^ht  be  expected,  and 
the  malecontenta  would  unite  with  him,  especlaUy  if  they  saw 
France  was  supporting  his  ean«e  or  that  of  the  King  of  Scots. 
When  Mr,  Thurloc  g^ivcs  me  his  answer,  I  shall  not  fail,  l>c- 
fore  making  any  cng^cmcnt,  to  do  all  I  can  to  discover  whe- 
ther hift  plans  have  any  solid  foundation,  and  in  the  mean- 
while, I  can  suspend  the  adoption  of  any  resolution,     I  have 
nothing  further  to  write  except  that,  dnhng  the  last  few  day 
the  Parliament  Los  been  occupied  in  seeking  for  moans 
paying  the  army  ;  that  the  sale  of  the  two  royal  resideooea 
Whitehall  and  Somerset  House  was  the  first  method  propose 
and  orders  wore  given  accordingly  ;  during  the  debate  on  t! 
pubjectj  some  very  bitter  speeches  were  made  against  the  lai 
Protector,     The  petition  presented  for  the  imi)eachment 
one  of  Ilia  most  trusted  ministers  wa*  also  heard,  altliough  ho 
has  taken  his  seat  in  the  Parliament.    The  examination  of  the 
articles  submitted  hy  the  army  has  been  postponed  until  Satur- 
day.   Tlierc  lias  been  some  discontent  among  the  soldiers^  be- 
cause some  difliculty  was  made  about  paying  a  part  of  thei 
pay,  which  had  been  retrenched  by  tbe  late  Protector ;  thi 
were  immediately  appeased  by  the  assurance  that  compl 
satisfaction  should  be  given  them.     It  is  said  that  the  su 
tern  offieera  liave  projected  a  petition  agEunst  their  siipcrio' 
amorig  others  against  Generals  Fleetwood   and  Deshoroug! 
whom   they  accuse  of   wishing  to  maintain   tyrannv       The 
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CoDBcQ  of  State  has  not  yet  commenced  dttitig,  and  the 
Committee  is  to  continue  for  the  rest  of  the  veek.  The  order 
which  the  ParUament  gave  it  to  send  to  the  Protector,  spoke 
of  Idim  merd/  as  eldest  900  of  the  late  Ocnieral  of  the  forces 
of  England ;  this  commission  has  not  yet  hoen  executed.  The 
MIDC  Committee  ha*  appointed  three  commissioners  to  confer 
Oh  the  treaty  which  has  been  signed  at  the  Hague  with  the 
smbasaador  of  Holland,  who  came  to  me  this  morning  to 
tkank  me  ob  the  part  of  bi«  superiors  for  the  trouble  I  had 
tiken  to  promote  that  treaty,  in  which  there  is  still  some  mti- 
tul  g&arantee'clanae  with  re^anl  to  trade  and  tolU  in  the 
Sonod,  respecting  which  it  was  not  thonght  fit  here  to  give 
any  pledge.  The  said  ambassador  also  informed  me  that  the 
States-General  anticipated  ^reat  difSculty  in  inducing  the 
King  of  Denmark  to  treat  without  his  allies ;  I  agreed  that  it 
WIS  ft  great  obstacle,  and  that  France  dc^red  the  accommoda- 
1km  of  Poland  no  less  than  that  of  Denmark ;  that  the  King 
vontd  not  refuse  to  order  his  ambassador  to  act  wiLh  equal 
warmth  for  both  ;  and  that  if  the  English  Goremment  votild 
Gdl  in  with  these  riews,  and  send  similar  orders  to  Admiral 
Mofitagne,  the  King  of  Sweden  vould  find  it  difficolt  to  avoid 
csompliance.  This  id,  m  fact,  the  only  certain  means  of  pre- 
venting the  continnance  of  the  war  with  Poland,  as  it  is  very 
probftble  that  the  King  of  Poland  will  evacuate  Zealand  only 
in  order  to  puraue  his  conquests  in  Prussia.  If  the  Parlta- 
ment  should  confer  with  mc  on  this  snbject,  I  shall  speak  in 
these  terms.  The  news  of  a  fight  between  the  Aeets  of  Hol- 
land and  Sweden  turns  out  to  be  false ;  on  the  approach  of 
^ihc  former,  the  latter  fell  back  on  the  English  squadron. 
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My  LoTtl, 
Mr.  Thurloc'ff  silence  cannot  faU  to  surprise  your  Eminence ; 


394 


UOiUftTBATIVB    I.FTTERft. 


I  have  lieard  nothing  irom  him  siuce  our  intcrriew^  of  which 
T  gave  yoM  au  occouut  iii  my  lust  lettcrj  aud  I  can  ascrnhc  this 
conduct  on  hia   part  only  to  hia  fear  of  engaging  in  au  afiiiir, 
of  which  the  issue  may  be  doubtfitl  j  as  it  is  not  to  be  prc-^ 
Slimed  thatj  if  he  saw  any  chance  of  his  master's  restorationi 
he  would  refuse  the  assistance  of  the  King  ;  after  having  made 
liim  SG  positive  au  offer,  it  only  remains  for  mc  to  awsiit  hii. 
determination.     Meanwhile,  I  find  it  somewhat  difficult  tc 
comply  with  the  order  reiterated  to  rac  iu  M.  de  Brienne's  let 
tcr  of  the  25th  ult,j  that  I  must  thwart  the  cstahlishment  4>f  j 
Commouwcalth,  as  there  is  no  probiibility  of  success  iu  such 
an  uudertakiug-j  unless  the  Protector  baa  a  strong   party  m^^ 
England  or  his  friends  embrace  the  cause  of  the  King  of  Sootii. 
1  am  told  by  a  person  who  pretends  to  be  well-informed,  that 
it  is  their  intention  to  take  this  course,  as  nothing  can  be  done 
imder  the  name  of  the  Protector,  who,  I  am  assured,  ia  of  this 
opinion  also.     It  is  very  proliable  that  England  will  fall  into 
the  King's  power  again,  or  that  it  will  be  formed  into  a  perfect  ^U 
republic  ]  and  the  division  in  Ireland  ought  to  be  supported,  fl| 
iu  order  that  the  former  condition  raay  be  realized.     Aa  up  to 
this  moment,  it  has  not  appeared  to  mc  that  France  wislied  to  mi 
promote  the  interest  of  the  King  of  England,  I  have  taken  no  " 
measures  with  his  partisane;  and  indeed,  since  our  alliance 
wit)  I  the  late  Protector,  they  have  regarded  mc  as  their  enemy. 
It  would  not  be  difficult  now  to  obtain  credence  from  them,  if 
there  should  be  any  disposition  to  support  them.     I   shall 
await  express  orders  before  making  any  advances  to  them,  as 
the   step  will  be  very  delicate  and   the  issue  very  uncertain  ; 
litany  talk  aud  make  a  noise  without  any  intention  of  incur- 
ring any  risk ;  and  unless  di^'isiona  arise  among  the  troop* 
in  England,  or  an  army  from  Ireland  or  abroad  should  make  fl 
its  appearance,  it  must  not  be  expected  that  either  the  I*rc»by- 
tcriaus  (who  are  the  oldest)  or  the  Koyalista  wdl  take  arms; 
it  is  even  to  be  feared  that  both  may  await  the  event  of  a 
hatlle  before  they  dcelare  themselves;  aud  this  ia  the  opinion 
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of  the  most  seunhlie  amoDg  tbcm.  I  tlimk  also  that  do  time 
■iBt  be  lost,  if  anything  is  to  be  imdertakeD ;  otherwise  the 
pRieDt  Govemmeat,  if  uxi prevented,  vill  arm  itself  wjth  suf- 
feietit  power  to  crash  it&  eDemies,  will  put  an  end  to  divisioiiA 
in  the  Engliah  army  by  gran  ting  a  part  of  its  Fernanda,  and 
will  jMcify  the  Irish  arrnvj  which  no  ooe  believes  my  Lord 
Houj  Cromwell  will  be  able  to  mamtain  in  oppoeitiou.  The 
krt  DCWB  which  has  arrived  from  Ireland  states  that  three 
legiBietita  hare  declaied  for  him  and  four  against  him^  and  that 
■n  the  tmnis,  except  Thieda,  have  resolved  not  to  submit  to 
!  Pinliament.  I  am  ako  assured  that  some  of  the  principal 
are  very  much  inclined  to  recall  the  King ;  hut  in  that 
donatTTj  they  are  bat  rarely  followed  by  the  subalterns,  or  the 
nbaltems  by  the  soldiers,  unless  the  commands  of  the  former 
are  in  oonibrmity  with  the  principles  of  the  latter.  Examples 
cf  tlik  kind  of  independence  are  to  be  seen  daily  in  London, 
where  the  corporals  aaeemble  together,  and  deliberate  on  pub- 
lic aflfairv ;  the  officws^  on  their  sidc^  bold  their  own  councils, 
and  all  seem  to  dread  an  oligarchy  and  demand  a  republic^ 
which  would  scarcely  accord  with  the  present  state  of  public 
feeling  in  England.  The  Parliament  meanwhile  treata  their 
inclinations  with  great  consideration,  and  began  la&t  week 
to  ddiberate  on  the  artidea  proposed  by  the  armyj  those 
which  regard  the  form  of  Government,  liberty  of  conscienee, 
and  the  reformation  of  the  law?,  met  with  no  difficulty  ;  it  waa 
also  resolved  that  a  limit  should  be  6xcd  for  the  se^on  of  the 
present  Parliament;  the  other  articles  on  which  more  discus- 
sioa  is  likely  to  arlse^ — for  instance,  the  one  which  proposes  a; 
penaioD  for  the  Protector, — have  been  postponed  until  Wed- 
iKaday.  It  is  expected  that  in  the  iaterim  he  will  give  hia 
answer  to  ^e  questions  submitted  to  him  last  week  by  Sir  H. 
Vaue  and  two  other  deputies,  in  pursuance  of  the  order  of  the 
oommiitee  which  I  have  already  mentioned ;  they  did  not  od- 
drashimas"My  Lord"  but  as ''Sir/'  and  told  him  that  they 
had  oomc  on  the  part  of  their  masters  to  prraeut  to  him  a 
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document  which  coutaiatHl  nothiog  tbat  did  not  tend  to  the 
vrclfare  of  the  Commonirealth  and  to  his  ovm  advantage^  ttnd 
that  he  must  give  his  answer  in  writiiig,  which  he  proinised  to 
do  as  soon  aa  possihle ;  it  was  expected  today,  aud  he  will  fiiicl 
it  diflScult  to  refuse  the  pledge  of  submiasioii  which  tliey  are 
desirous  to  obtain  firom  liitu^  as  he  Is  iu  the  power  of  the  P&r- 
UamcTit,  and  still  resides  iii  Whitehall,  where  the  Council  of 
State  began  to  meet  last  wcek^  and  iwct  again  yesterday  al- 
though it  was  Sunday,  to  confer  on  the  subject  of  a  coospimcy 
which  baa  l>cen  discovered  but  of  which  no  particulars  are  poh- 
liely  known,  except  that  arms  have  beeo  found  in  difiTereut 
places,  from  whence   they  have  been  removed,  as  well   as  all 
that  were  found  in  the  shops  of  merchants  and  armourers. 
Thi^  morning  also,  ten  men  were  drafted  from  every  aquadron 
of  cavalry,  to  be  sent  into  certain  counties  where  an  insurrec- 
tion is  apprehended'     Before  this  distrust  arose,  it  hod  been 
resolved  that  a  considerable  number  of  ships  shoidd  be  equip- 
pcd  for  sea^  as  the  coasts  of  England  are  destitute  of  any  pro- 
tection; and  levies  of  Infantry  are  being  made  to  reinforce  the 
l(md-army.     These  preparations  give  some  credibility  to  the 
reports  which  are  current  that  there  will  be  a  sjteedy  insurrco-  ^1 
tion,  and  that  the  King  has  already  cmWrked  with  a  body  of  ^^ 
troops  to  make  a  descent  upon  Kngland,     Although  every  one   ^ 
appears  to  be  persuaded  of  the  truth  of  these  rumours,  and  I  fl 
Jiave  received  confirmation  of  them  from  various  quarters,  I   " 
can  ucverthelcsB  scarcely  put  faith  in  them ;  aud  the  Repuhli- 
cana  might  very  probably  be  spreading  these  alarms  in  order        , 
to  promote  union  in  the  armyj  according  to  the  usual  practice  ^M 
of  the  late  Protector,  who  generally  discovered  plots  whenever   " 
he  wished  to  &treugthen  his  own  position.     The  Irish  insurrec- 
tion is  the  most  certain  obstacle  which  the  Parliament  has  ret 
encountered  to  its  design,  and  which  it  neverthelees  hopes 
easily  to  overcome.     I  expected  to  receive  my  cre<lentials  to- 
day, empowering  me  to  acknowledge  its  authority  on  bclialf  of 
the  King,  ax  I  see  no  inconvenience  in  so  doing,  whatever  ita 
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intftinlitifma  Mid  designs  may  be  ;  for  it  is  impossible  that  my 
rendenoe  here  can  fail  to  excite  great  euspicioD,  tmle^  we  ac* 
kDOwledge  the  only  authority  which  cstista  in  England,  as  I 
dionld  not  otherwise  be  suffered  to  remain  here  long ;  what- 
CTcr  likelihood  there  may  be  of  an  insurrectioDj  tbia  step  muat 
be  takeUj  or  I  must  he  recalled.  I  leam  that  Father  TaJbat 
has  already  had  an  interview  with  one  of  the  minlfitera  of 
State,  and  offered  him  the  coatinoation  of  the  war  between 
^^n  and  France,  if  the  Parliament  would  restore  matters  to 
the  footing  they  were  on  before  the  war,  which  Spain  dcclarra 
fthe  did  not  wage  a^nst  England,  but  only  against  the  FrO' 
tector.  The  propoeition  was  not  r^ected,  but  the  anawer  post- 
poned for  a  few  dara,  because  of  existing  embarra.«smcDts.  It 
is  even  stated  that  since  then  one  of  the  De  Witta  has  passed 
into  Flanders,  and  I  have  uo  doubt  that  the  EngliBh  Gorem* 
roent  will  do  all  that  decency  will  permit  in  order  to  have  peace 
with  Spain,  as  it  ifl  one  of  the  mo$t  eolkl  means  of  obtaming 
the  affection  of  the  people,  especially  of  the  Londoners ;  be- 
sides which,  all  now  profess  to  disapprove  of  the  condact  of  the 
late  Protector.  I  cannot  hope  tliat  all  that  passes  on  this  sub- 
ject will  come  to  my  knowledge,  a^^  it  is  very  probable  that  the 
resolution£  will  be  a^eed  on  between  ccrtmn  iudividualf,  be- 
fore they  are  laid  before  the  Council  and  the  Parliament,  va 
which  body  it  will  perhaps  be  advisable  to  hare  some  few  pen- 
sioners ;  ^onr  Eminence  knows  better  than  1  do  the  use  to  be 
derived  from  them.  Nothing  appears  to  me  to  have  been  re- 
solved upon  in  r^ard  to  the  affairs  of  the  north.  The  atobtt- 
sador  of  Holland  takes  care  to  press  for  the  ratification  and 
execution  of  the  treaty  signed  at  the  Hague,  and  in  order  to 
leave  nothing  to  retard  either  result^  his  superiors  have  sent 
hinij  hf  express,  letters  of  credence  which  he  is  to  present  on 
the  earliest  opportunity.  There  is  stil!  great  uncertainty  as  to 
the  inclinations  of  the  English  fleets  which  ia  in  the  Sound, 
I  irom  whence  no  news  has  been  received.  My  previous  letter 
I     informed  you  of  Mr.  Loekhart's  submisfiivc  declaration;  his 
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wouKiurj  is  still  in  London^  demanding  the  lepayment  of  the 
adi'aiices  lie  h&9  roiulc  for  the  mamtcDance  of  his  garrison  and 
the  fortificatiuu  of  Duukirk. 


50.]  M.   UC    tiuHDEJlinC   to   CxRDIXAJ.    MAZAftt^I. 

«/irirr  5.  If] 

My  Lordj 
The  itewft  which  I  eoinmumcated  to  you  on  the  d»y 
yttitcrday,  tiigcther  with  that  eonvf^yeii  bv  previous  poeis,  i 
•erve  to  answer  the  letter  with  which  yoiir  Eminence  honour 
me  on  tUc  Slst  of  May;  as  my  despatches  iiiibrm  j-ou  of  tfc 
present  state  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England ;  and  prore"" 
that,  even  if  division  again  arose  between  the  army  and  the 
Parliament^  no  change  can  occur  in  England,  or  relieve  the 
King  from  the  necessity  of  recogniKiug  the  present  gorem-j 
rncnt ;  and  request  that,  for  however  short  a  time  this  st 
may  be  deferred,  you  would  not  fail  to  fix  a  time  by  which  I 
shall  either  receive  credentials  or  withdi*aw ;  this  complimcii|^| 
has  already  been  paid  under  similar  circumstances,  and  the  in-^^ 
clinations  of  France  are  fiufficieutly  suspected  here  to  indncc 
u«  not  to  act  otherwise  now,  whatever  friendly  speeches  I  may 
make  in  private  to  the  ministers  of  State,    As  it  is  not  the  r 
tention  of  the  King  to  break  with  England,  and  as  it  also  t 
not  liccoming  to  wait  until  the  last  extremity, — as  mo. 
England  appears  to  have  entirely  stibmittcdf  and  other  Sta' 
have  already  taken  the  step  now  expected  of  France, — it  will 
doubtless  be  judged  expedient  to  Bcnd  back  my  courier  with 
all  diligence  with  express  orders,  and  I  will  employ  the  inter- 
val under  the  pretext  that  I  am  preparing  my  retinue.     Those 
who  govern  are  however  kcensightcd  enonj^h  to  perceive  that 
wo  wished  to  see  what  my  Lord  Henry  would  do,  and  it  will 
not  be  easy  for  mc  to  eftacc  this  impression  by  any  private  re- 
presentations that  I  may  make  to  those  of  them  with  whom  T 
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IwTe  nnj  gieDdlj  rebtioBi ;  Sir  H.  Yatw  is  not  erne  of  this 
mambet,  but  has  always  fcmauied  satisfied  with  rpceiriBg  aikd 
irtaffning  my  avOities  bv  means  of  his  nearest  jrieiub  who 
cocae  to  see  me,  aad  excused  himself  ^m  pajiDg  me  rints^ 
dnring  the  lifetime  of  the  Protector,  on  the  grotmd  thiU  th*^ 
woold  give  him  umbrage.  There  are  two  other  ^ntlemen 
whose  o|HJLioD  might  serve  to  induce  one  or  other  Crown^  or 
|K3rika|ifi  both  of  them,  if  ther  once  fiud  themselves  3X  peace,  to 
take  iqi  tiie  quarrel  of  the  Lawful  Prince,  but  I  onlv  obtained 
fimi  them  a  cooiesaon  that  nothing  can  be  done  unless  there 
ifaoilld  he  a  schism  in  the  annr^  or  some  foreign  State  ahonld 
tend  a  vexj  large  force  of  cavalry  and  infantry  into  England; 
that  sacfa  a  dinsnn  in  the  army  cannot  be  produced  by  forcigvi 
intfigoes,  which  are  more  likely  to  nnite  than  to  alienate  the 
minda  cf  the  atAAkatXj  but  it  must  be  brought  about  by  do- 
nesde  diaco&tenta ;  that  rooet  of  those  who  make  a  noise  would 
wtmtan  in  their  hMiae»j  to  await  the  e\-cnt  of  a  battle,  if  forogn 
ixoapB  appeared ;  and  that  such  troops  mu.st  therefore  be  strong 
eaough  to  sustain  a  first  attack,  which  renders  their  passage 
across  a  matter  of  some  difficulty  (unless  the  whole  or  the 
gicjdcr  part  of  the  Eugli^h  fteet  ahotdd  desert  the  present  au- 
tlMvities),  so  long  as  that  fleet  alone  is  more  powerful  at  sea 
than  the  combined  navies  of  France  and  Spain ;  and  as  to  the 
disaflection  of  the  Presbyterians^  whose  faction  is  more  nnme- 
TMBi  and  influential  than  the  King 's  party,  they  will  never  be 
ittdooed  to  t^ike  up  arms,  nnless  there  be  a  body  of  foreign 
troops  to  attract  and  occupy  the  farces  of  the  Commonwealth. 
I  did  not  think  it  my  duty  to  take  any  further  steps,  after  re- 
ceirmg  such  repbe^  to  my  inquiries,  ami  as  my  circumspection 
proves  to  be  in  conformity  with  your  Eminence's  riews^  and 
hn  M^^ty  prefers  to  dissemble  his  own  opininns  with  re^rd 
to  the  present  Govern  ment  rather  than  to  give  expression  to 
them  uselessly,  I  have  only  to  observ-e  carcfiiily  all  that  may 
ooeur  j  and,  if  the  Protector  or  his  party  appear  to  me  in  a 
position  to  undertake  anything,  to  encourage  them  by  aasur. 
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auoea  of  assistance  from  Fraucej  and  to  exhibit  to  tlie  Koy- 
alista  similar  feelings  iii  favour  of  their  Prince,  without  pro- 
fessing less  friendliness  publicly  thau  privately  to  the  Repub- 
licaua;  and  to  conuaaoicate,  with  as  much  regularity  aa  I  have 
heretofore  observed,  all  that  may  come  to  my  knowledge: 
which  I  shall  uot  fail  to  do. 

Nothing  has  occurred  during  the  last  two  days  which  giv« 
me  occasion  to  add  anything  to  my  last  advices,  except  that 
different  letters  from  Ireland  have  confirmed  the  report  that 
the  intrigues  of  certain  private  indinduals,  who  wished  to  sow 
division  and  to  debauch  the  minds  of  the  troops,  could  not 
prevent  the  officers  of  the  army,  as  soon  gs  the  declaration  of 
the  ParliaraeDt  appeared,  from  conforming  to  it,  and  professing 
their  adherence  to  the  good  old  cause  ;  that  my  Lord  Henry 
has  been  obliged  to  submit ;  and  that  a&  nothing  remains  in 
that  quarter  Ukely  to  distui'h  the  public  trauquillity,  the  Par- 
liament seems  to  have  nought  to  do  but  to  keep  on  good  teniifi 
with  the  army,  and  ao  to  regulate  the  government  that  both 
great  and  petty  officers  and  the  people  may  be  satisfied  with 
it.  Yesterday  the  article  wa»  to  have  been  discussed  wluch 
proposes  the  estahliishment  of  a  Senate  co-ordinate  with  the 
Parliament ;  but  the  question  has  been  adjourned,  and  some 
say  that  cSbrfs  are  being  made  to  persuade  the  officers  nqt  to 
insist  on  it,  or  at  all  events  not  to  require  that  the  Senate  shall 
be  perpetual,  but  that,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Parliamcutj  it  may 
be  elected  annually,  in  which  case  public  Uberty  would  not 
receive  ao  much  injury  as  if  it  were  always  composed  of  the 
same  pei'sous;  this  is  now  the  great  qnestiou  of  the  day.  The 
other  business  discussed  yesterday  was  not  of  a  very  important 
nature ;  an  Act  was  projected  for  the  establialimcnt  of  the  mi* 
litia  throughout  the  country;  and  the  statement  of  the  private 
debts  of  the  Protector,  which  amount  to  £30,000,  was  read 
and  referred  to  a  Committee,  which  was  further  instructed  to 
consider  what  honourable  maiutcoonoe  the  Parliament  should 
allow  to  the  Lord  Richard  Cromwell,  eldest  son  of  the  late 
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Loffd'General,  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  Parliament.  The 
CotincU  of  State,  within  the  last  few  days,  before  its  meetings 
were  interrupted,  had  been  ordered  to  examine  into  tlie  position 
of  Enghind  in  regard  to  foreign  countries  j  which  indicates  an 
intention  to  return  to  the  same  condition  as  before,  and  to  re- 
new ail  the  treaties  which  hare  been  made  since,  so  as  to  leave 
DO  agreeable  reeollcction  of  a  destroyed  government.  I  hare 
receiTed  no  conBrmation  of  the  statement  that  any  one  has 
liecn  aent  into  Flanders  to  treat  of  peace,  but  the  Jesuit  father 
is  stiU  here,  and  when^  in  consequence  of  a  oomplaiitt  made  by 
ihe  King  of  Seot«  of  his  uegoliations,  the  heada  of  his  order 
were  about  to  send  him  beyond  sesj  he  produced  superior 
commands  ^m  which  it  is  plain  that  his  journey  was  not  un. 
aathoriaed.  He  baa  accordingly  had  some  conference  with 
Mr,  Scott^  who  dlschargea  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  State ; 
and  your  Eminence  may  take  your  measures  on  this  baais^ 
that  the  present  GoTemment  ia  altogether  disposed  to  peace 
vitb  Spain^  and  that  peace  with  France  has  lately  been  spoken 
of  as  very  uncertain ;  some  even  assert  that  the  troops  of  the 
Emperor  are  on  their  mareh^  and  that  the  Jeauit*a  propositioDs 
may  aerve  as  a  foundation  for  these  rumours.  I  have  already 
informed  you  that  the  ambassador  of  Holland  has  had  an  aU' 
dience ;  he  was  admitted  yesterday  to  the  Council  of  SUte^ 
and  bei^ed  them  to  adopt  some  rcsolutiou  with  r^ard  to  the 
treaty  signed  at  the  Ha^Cj  he  was  requested  to  put  his  pro- 
pomtion  in  writing ;  this  proceeding  leads  him  to  apprehend 
some  dilatorincsa  in  their  deliberations.  It  is  neverthclc^e 
probable  enough  that  they  will  avail  themselvea  of  this  pretext 
to  keep  the  fleet  at  a  distance.  Not  that,  whatever  the  Admi- 
ral's indinationa  may  he,  Euid  even  if  all  his  officera  were  of 
the  same  opinion,  they  would  not  find  it  difficulty  unless  a 
party  were  formed  against  the  Commonwealth,  to  avoid  obey- 
ing it.  I  have  nothing  new  to  write  in  r^ard  to  Mr.  Lock- 
hart  ;  his  secretary  is  still  in  London,  but  has  not  been  to  aec 
me;  he  will  not  have  needed  the  money  which  your  Eminence 
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lent  liim  to  enter  Dunkirk;  at  Calaaa^  lie  declareci  himself 
ready  to  follow  the  opinion  of  hut  gnirUon ;  this  w»s  a  moro 
eotein  way  to  gain  admiwkm  into  the  place.  I  said  a  few 
voids  about  this  loan  to  Mr.  Thurloc,  who  appeared  «ur- 
iroed ;  I  was  obliged  to  pass  through  hia  hands  in  order  to 
coMinunicatc  the  King's  frii^iitlly  intention*  to  the  Protector, 
who  liBs  been  clos^^ly  watched  e^'cr  since  the  armv  took  off  the 
mask.  lie  will  henceforward  be  free,  as  he  has  guen  the  de- 
claration wiiinh  wafi  desinsd  of  him ;  it  iB  a  docuTnent  of  suf- 
ficient autheuticity  jmd  extraordlnariiieas  to  deserve  to  lie 
apiiended  to  iho  present  letter.  .  .  . 


Til.]         M.  HE  BoHDEAVX  to  Cardinal  Mazarin. 

Jww  16,  1<WS». 

My  Lord^ 

I  have  not  lieen  honoured  with  any  letters  from  yonr  Kmi- 
nence  of  late,  and  uothii^  of  any  importauee  has  occnrred 
here ;  but  during  the  last  few  days^  I  have  seeu  aome  ministcn> 
of  State,  and  some  Royalijats ;  from  the  convcniattou  of  the 
former,  it  appears  to  me  that  it  is  cipectcd  here  that  Franee 
and  Spain  will  oppose  the  establishment  of  the  Commonwealtb 
of  England  aa  much  as  they  can^  aud  that  the  Parliament  is 
taking  measures  against  their  ill-will  by  putting  a  powerful 
fleet  to  sea;  that  orders  have  even  been  given  already  for 
ships  to  cruise  off  Osteud  and  Nieujjort  j  thatj  in  order  not  to 
alienate  the  I>utch,  the  Govemraeut  will  endeavour  to  kefp  up 
a  perfect  correspondence  with  thcmj  and  will  give  them  every 
satisfaction  in  the  treaty  which  is  to  be  negotiated  between 
the  northern  Princes.  I  also  Icnra  tliat  the  loaders  of  the 
Parharucnt  are  agreed  with  the  leaders  of  the  army,  and  thai 
they  arc  all  de$iri>us  to  form  a  Commonwodth  of  which  ihcy 
shall  have  the  entire  administration,  without  leaving  to  the 
people  anythiitg  more  tha.n  the  appcaj'ancc  of  power ;  but  that 


ILLUSTfiATlVE    LETTERS- 


403 


1  great  nniDber  of  members  of  Parliament  wUh  that  cadi  in 
turn  should  h^ve  the  govcmmcntj  and  theee  stimtilate  the 
nkdiers  fcnd  subaltcm  ofiicers  to  reject  the  designs  of  the 
cibcrs  f  which  may  probablj  produoe  a  dislocation  of  the  Par- 
hantentf  which  is  composed  of  persons  whoec  incliuatione  and 
inlereaU  are  refy  different,  although  they  are  only  eighty  in 
DombeTr — flome  of  them  bciug  men  who  took  a  most  active  part 
QDder  the  Protector,  and  vho^  on  this  ground,  bare  been  de- 
graded from  titeir  employments  and  officii,  and  others  being 
Ime  Republicans  who  denounce  the  array  with  aft  much  rcbc- 
menoe  aa  if  they  were  not  indebted  to  it  for  their  recall  and 
nitontioa ;  while  a  third  party  consists  of  those  who  eo- 
opersited  with  the  officers  to  dethrone  the  Protector,  and  are 
agreed  with  them  to  obtain  the  establishment  of  a  govcrument 
of  their  own ;  and  these  last  are  tlie  most  able  men,  As  they 
jure  not  so  ttumerons  as  the  others,  they  are  obliged  to  resort 
to  art  and  &kill,  and  many  of  them  propose,  if  they  cannot 
retain  the  supreme  authority,  rathi^r  than  let  it  fall  entirely 
into  the  hands  of  the  people,  to  restore  the  Protector,  and 
gmymu  mider  bis  name.  This  divctmty  of  purposes  keeps  alt 
iBinda  ia  vuspensc,  and  it  cannot  be  doubts  that,  bat  for 
jealoBST  of  foreign  interference,  it  would  cause  some  consider- 
able division.  As  for  the  Royalists,  they  are  persuaded  that 
the  irregularity  of  the  present  Goremmcnt  and  the  general 
tllVad  of  the  Sectaries  will  eicite,  even  among  those  who  have 
been  the  Kiug'ft  greatest  enemies,  a  strong  desire  for  his  re- 
stonttimi ;  that  many  gentlemen,  not  belonging  to  the  high 
nobility  who  are  now  iu  great  discredit,  but  many  men  of 
influence  in  the  country,  entertain  this  oinnion,  and  arc  n?- 
•olved  to  take  arms  as  soon  as  they  can  see  the  least  likelihood 
of  saocess.  1  am  told  that  a  division  in  the  armyj  or  an 
invasion  from  abroad,  which  is  promised  by  the  King  of  Eng- 
land, seems  to  them  uecesaary,  and  they  would  find  it  difficult 
to  get  up  an  insurrection  without  one  or  the  other  of  these 
stimulants  :  most  of  them  are  too  wealthy  to  run  any  untim4;ly 
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Twk^  and  pefvaT*  tbat  ft  pRBilHe  falftialkm  vould  onlj 
Km  to  mute  thar  OffdBcate;  tfe  Clu-af  IjobAw  u  vcf^- 
(&nded.nd  Avdbve  vohU  he  iirfiHpnfiii  to  take  up 
cnm  if  the  tvoaps  wne  caVed  vn^  to  a  dirtwirr  1st 
ma  insumcftinii.  i  hmn  also  Men  Mr.  I5aiiiei»  iufnily  the 
Keeper  of  tke  Seal,  m  anier  to  Mccnain  whether  any  hofie 
nmiueA  fiv  the  Pratectar:  1  find  that  he  wajiitit  his  ^'i^^l 
act^  SDO  eoBparei  it  to  ttat  oc  BchoboMi:  he  ft|yti  mpb  ^^^B 
me  to  hare  sooie  knovledge  of  the  bit  propOHtMOs  1  made  to 
Mr.  Thmhiey  tar  be  gate  me  to  vadentand  thai  that  minuter 
va»  not  ft  nai  to  eater  into  acj  vmriike  iknignw,  and  that  as 
DiTiM  Ftondcnce  had  seen  fit  thas  to  di^poae  of  the  gorem- 
foent  of  Englazid,  no  other  course  rrauioed  open  b«t  snh- 
imtifmr  At  the  «une  time  huancr  he  twt4ieafd  to  me  his 
beficf  that  diriaasi  voald  spnn^  np  between  the  Mxmy  and  the 
Pftriiament,  becanie  each  of  these  bodies  i«  derinsoa  to  govenu 
From  thcBC  speeches  it  mar  be  gathered  that,  cm  the  Proi«- 
tor'a  aide,  there  is  tittle  to  hope,  a*  hia  moat  tmsted  Quntstiin 
l^ve  •o  bad  an  opinian  of  his  canae,  and  that  the  recall  of 
the  Kin^  of  Eo^and  is  idot«  likelT ;  nererthelesft,  without  ft 
diTiaioD,  everrthinp  is  rciy  imcertain.  I  hare  also  loaned 
that  Father  Talbot  has  reeeiTed  instnictioDS  fifom  FUndcTa  to 
aaj  no  more  about  an  aooommodstidn  with  Engla&d  until 
fiifther  orders.  It  has  ■beeu  published  here  that  Mr.  Liockhort 
rcceiTed  mimej  from  the  King  before  his  departure  firom  Paris 
that  he  was  to  surrender  Dankirk  to  his  Maiesty,  and  that 
the  English  troops  which  are  m  ottr  service  had  drawn  ncsr 
the  towit  with  that  riew.  This  it  was  donbtless  which  led  the 
mitti&teis  of  the  Council  to  ask  me  if  I  was  aware  of  the  ryagpo 
of  tbdr  march.  It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Lockhart  has  removed 
this  su»pidoD,  and  avoids  seeing  mCj  in  order  not  to  giro  any 
further  rausc  for  jealousy  by  his  own  behavionr, 

Kewfl  liaa  arrivKl  from  the  Sound  to  the  effect  that  the  fleet 
eoramauded  by  Admiral  Ruyter  was  at  Schagin  Point,  and 
that  Admiral  Opdam  was  in  the  Great  Belt  with  the  Danish 
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^ps ;  and  Admiral  Montage  (vho  is  one  of  the  cashiered 
Cok>i»eU)  is  at  Cronenburg,  An  express  has  been  despatched 
to  him  fjrom  hence  withm  the  last  few  days^  to  iBfurm  him  of 
ihe  resolutioo  which  has  bt?:eu  adopted  to  execute  the  treaty 
itgriied  at  the  Hague,  and  that  commissioners  are  to  be  sent 
out  hj  the  Couneil.  Some  also  wished  them  to  have  orders 
Id  propoec  a  league  between  En^loud^  Sweden^  Denmark  aud 
the  United  ProTinccs,  in  opposition  to  that  which  is  said  to 
blTe  been  made  between  France  and  Spain  for  the  ruin  of  the 
FMcBtant  States:  this  is  only  a  rumour^  which  does  not 
otoia  entire  credence,  but  no  one  now  doubts  that  peace  and 
tbe  Ring^s  maniagc  to  the  Infanta  of  Spain  hare  been  finally 
smnged,  and  that  your  Eminence  will  eoon  set  out  for  Bay- 
on&e^  This  leads  me  to  l>cg  of  you  as  a  very  special  favour 
that  1  may  be  one  of  your  company ;  if  ray  services  were 
necessary  hen?  I  woidd  not  prefer  this  request  with  so  miicli 
urgency  ;  but  under  existing  circumstancca,  there  is  nothing 
to  be  done  in  Englandj  and  my  absence  may  »erve  as  a  pretext 
for  deferring  the  recognition  of  the  Parliatucnt,  if  it  should  be 
thought  expedient  not  to  take  this  step  juet  yet.  .  .  . 
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M.  DB  BoftDEAtrx  TO  M.  DB  Briemve. 

Jnn«  16,  1653, 


I  perceived,  from  the  letter  which  you  were  pleased  to  write 
to  me  on  the  8th  instant,  that  a  resolution  to  rccc^ize  the 
new  (jovcrmneut  of  Euglaud  had  been  adopted  by  the  King's 
Council,  but  that  it  was  judged  expedient  to  defer  this  step 
until  the  Parliament^  by  some  written  document,  had  given 
evidence  of  its  inclinations  and  respect  towards  France.  ,  «  . 
I  nevertheless  did  not  fail,  as  soon  as  the  King^s  will  became 
known  to  me,  to  obtain  an  inter\iew  with  some  mintstcTB  of 
the  Council,  and  to  inform  them  of  the  present  feelings  of  his 


xm 


lLLtT«TEATtVI    LBTTBHS. 


Majesty  towards   the  English  Gorernmeut,  aiul  to  let  tUei: 
know  what  he  expects  from  it  before  making  any  public  iU 
monstration  of  his  friendship ;  I  aceorapauied  this  declaratk 
with  very  positive  aasoraucea  that  he  wkshctl  to  maiutain 
good   iinderstoiidiug   between  the  two  nations,  iii  order 
banish  tho  idea  which  might  otherwise  he  entertainetl   here 
that  our  uuly  object  was  to  gaiu  time,  durii^  which  iueaaurc» 
might  be  taken  against  the  estabU»hmcut  of  tlie  Coinmon- 
wcalthj  a  report  to  which  effect  has  already  beeu  sprcail,— luiy 
mure,  that  a  treaty  wa»  in  contemplation  between  Frsuice  aiid 
Spaiu  for  this  object,  which  excites  iio  slight  jealousies  here. 
The  ministera  of  the  Council  of  State  reodvcd  my  speech 
without  appearing  to  take  iu  ill  part  the  deference  which  hia 
Majesty  dc«ired,  and  in  some  measure  undertook  to  perai 
the  Parliament  to   concede  the  poiiUj  without   allowing  tt 
public  to  know  that  it  took  the  atcp  at  our  request.    1  ara 
myself  of  the  same  opportunity  to  speak  to  them  of  the  a&in ' 
of  Sweden  in  the  terms  prescribed  to  me^  luid  they  assured 
Die  tliat  the  Pailiameut  was  well   iutcntioned  in  r€^rd  to 
peace  iu  the  norths  for  the  promotion  of  which,  it  had 
resolved  to  scud  two  Couucillors  of  State  to  the  fleet,  of  whom 
one  had  been  already  apjiointcd,  as  plempotcntiancs  to  nego- 
tiate this  accommodation,  and  that  before  their  departure,  I 
should  have  a  copy  of  their  instructions,  which  cannot   tct 
to  favour  the  conquests  of  the  King  uf  Sweden.     jVfter  alf 
the  fine  speeches  and  demonstrations  of  friendship  which  have 
been  made  to  the  ambassador  of  the  States- General,  wIil 
maritime  power  cannot  but  be  g;reatly  feared  in  the  present 
circumstancea  of  England,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that   ti 
United  Provinces  are  greatly  flattered  and  caressed,  althoug 
France  docs  not  interfere  to  maiutain  friendabip  between   the 
two  Republics ;  not  tljat  it  is  not  thought  that  the  one  will 
destroy  the  other  some  day.     But  a:*  those  who  now  |j;ovcru, 
HoUimd  fear  that  the  lleetoration  of  the  King  of  Ku^U 
may  favour  the  re-cetablishmcnt  of  the  Prince  of  Oianjce, 
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they  are  moro  aruioius  tn  prevent  than  to  poetponc  the  im- 
jiending  evil,  tmd  tLey  might  probably  for  this  reason  enter 
bto  engagemeuts  with  the  Commonwealth  of  England^  from 
which  the  King  would  recdve  every  duty  of  friendship  and 
every  support  in  his  desi^is,  if  he  would  cure  the  jealousies 
eniettAiued  here  on  account  of  hie  aversion  to  the  form  of  the 
present  Oovemmeut.  In  order  to  secure  itself  against  the  ill- 
will  of  foreign  Princes,  and  against  any  enterprises  which  they 
m%fat  undertake  to  its  preju<iioe,  it  is  preparing  to  put  to  sea 
such  a  great  naval  force  that  foreign  troops  will  be  unable  to 
pan  ittto  England ;  in  regard  to  the  English  troops,  they  now 
seem  so  dispoH^d  to  maintain  the  Commonwealth,  that  the 
Kin^  of  England  must  not  expect  theoi  to  recall  him^  or  that 
the  diversity  of  opinions  i*hich  seems  to  c%ist  between  the 
superior  and  inferior  officers,  will  ever  produce  division  among 
them.  There  \&  indeed  more  reason  to  believe  that  they  will 
come  to  an  agrecmcut,  perhaps  to  the  destruction  of  the  Par- 
liament, one  party  in  which  inflames  the  subalterns  in  order 
to  compel  the  higher  officers  to  desist  from  their  demands  for 
the  cstablL»hment  of  a  Senate  with  eijual  |K)wer  with  the  Par- 
liaments. This  question  is  not  yet  settletl,  and  the  discontent 
which  it  produces  between  these  two  bodies  fills  the  Royalists 
with  much  hope.  All  the  old  nobility  of  the  country  belong 
umlonhtedty  to  this  party,  but  the  majority  of  them  are  so 
itisheulened  and  so  careful  to  ret^u  their  property  tbat^  uu- 
Icaa  they  see  sncceas  is  certain^  they  will  scarcely  be  induced 
to  join  in  an  insurrection.  The  King's  interest  is  also  8Ui>- 
ported  by  the  Presbyterians,  although  they  are  Republicans 
in  principle,  and  it  is  only  the  fear  of  these  Sectaries  tliat  the 
Anabaptists  and  other  Sectaries  may  obtain  the  Government, 
which  leads  thcra  to  oppose  the  present  authoritiw;  if  they 
had  arms  in  their  hands  aud  found  themselves  the  strongest, 
[lerhaps  they  would  change  their  opinioDs.  ^Fheir  ill-will  com- 
pels  the  Government  to  pat  the  arms  of  the  country  into  the 
hands  of  llie  Sectaries,  even  of  the  Quakers,  who  uj)  to  this 
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time  had  affected  to  seek  nought  but  peace  with  liberty  of 
conscience.  The  Spirit  of  God,  by  which  they  are  ruled,  now 
permits  them  to  take  part  in  the  affairs  of  tlua  world,  and  the 
Parliament  aeema  inclined  to  make  use  of  them.  I  have  no- 
thing of  any  importance  to  write  in  regard  to  the  debates  in 
that  assembly  :  it  was  chiefly  occupied  during  last  week  by 
the  Act  of  Indemnity  demanded  by  the  army ;  but  thi*  ha* 
not  yet  been  entirely  settled,  on  account  of  the  re«trictiotia 
which  various  parties  desire  to  introduce  into  the  Act,  con- 
trary to  the  Irishes  of  the  officers,  who  demand  a  general 
oblivion  of  all  that  was  done  under  the  late  Government 
The  estabhahment  of  the  Chancery,  and  the  selection  of  the 
Kecj>ers  of  the  Great  Seal,  have  also  occupied  some  part  of 
the  last  sittings ;  aud  finally,  Mr.  Bradshaw^  who  presided 
over  the  Kin^s  trial,  and  two  other  lawyers  have  been  ap- 
pointed in  the  place  of  the  old  officers,  although  one  of  these 
ia  still  a  member  of  the  Council  of  State,  and  has  even  been 
appointed  a  plenipotentiary  for  the  Swedish  treaty^  and  was 
moreover  supported  by  Li eatcnant- General  Fleetwood.  The 
Parliament  has  also,  within  the  last  few  days,  increased  the 
pay  of  each  foot-soldier  a  halfpenny  a  day,  and  that  of  each 
horse-soldier  three  halfpence,  which  had  been  retrenched  by 
the  deceased  Protector,  The  City  of  London,  two  days  a^, 
presented  a  petition  to  the  effect  that  some  Government  leu 
subject  to  change  should  be  established,  that  no  one  shoudd 
be  molested  or  disturbed  in  his  conscience,  that  the  miniatcre 
of  religion  should  be  allowed  to  enjoy  the  revenues  to  which 
they  arc  lawfully  entitled,  that  provision  should  be  made  for 
the  security  of  trade,  and  that  the  City  should  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  its  own  mUitia.  This  petition  having  been  read, 
the  Speaker  thanked  the  deputation  for  the  affectionate  ex* 
prcssions  it  contained,  and  gave  them  reason  to  hope  that  its 
prayers  should  be  complied  with.  Some  officers  of  the  Irish 
army  have  also  arrived  with  rather  harsh  propositions^  but  it  is 
said  that  they  do  not  desire  to  obtain  all  their  demands,  and 
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Among  othcPBj  they  arc  williog  to  forego  tliose  whicli  concern 
tbe  iutereat  of  my  Lord  Henry  Cromwell.  The  Council  of 
State  bA$  ordered  the  demolition  of  the  chapel  in  which  the 
Uie  Protector's  cfEgy  was  exposed ;  and  the  Committee  to 
which  the  inrestigation  of  the  Protector's  debts  was  referred 
has  recommended^  that,  in  addition  to  the  payment  of  hia 
liabilities,  a  landed  estate  of  £5000  a  year  should  be  settled 
<at  him  iu  perpetmty,  and  that,  until  auch  an  estate  con  be 
(bund,  £10,000  a  year  should  be  assigned  to  him  out  of  the 
revennes  of  the  Post-office.  Mr,  liockhart  arrived  last  week, 
ind  has  sent  to  excuse  himself  for  not  visiting  me^  on  the 
ground  of  hia  great  press  of  busings.  I  had  spoken  of  him 
on  several  occasions  in  the  terms  which  I  was  desired  to  em- 
ploy, and  I  found  considerable  disposition  to  maintain  him  in 
bis  employments ;  besides  which^  Generals  Fleetwood  and  Des- 
botoogh,  his  wife's  unclcj  are  of  great  weight  with  the  Go- 
rerament,  which  is  quite  satisfied  with  his  submission ;  and 
there  is  so  little  jealousy  of  the  Protector's  family  that  no 
great  scruple  is  made  about  employing  those  who  are  still  at- 
tached to  it.  To  conclude  this  letter^  I  Icam  that  the  Par- 
hjunent  has  this  day  resolved  that  its  sittings  shall  not  extend 
beyond  the  1st  of  May  next;  that  Fleetwood  shall  be  Lieu* 
teEiant- General  only  so  long  as  the  Parliament  remains  sittingv 
miless  some  other  determination  is  arrived  at  before  its  disso- 
lution ;  that  of  the  seven  who  are  to  nominate  the  officers  of 
the  array,  at  least  five  must  be  present  to  form  a  quorum ;  and 
atiMi  the  commissions  arc  to  be  issued  gratmtouiBly  in  the 
same  of  the  Parliament.  Tomorrow  the  form  of  the  Govern- 
ment ia  to  be  discusaed. 


53.]  M.  I>E    BOBDEAUX    TO   CAfiDlNAX    MjlZASIN. 

June  2€,  1069. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  not  jet  presented  my  credentials,  as  I  inferred  &om 
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the  fionteDtB  of  M.  dc  Brienae's  letlen,  that  it  waftdawred  that 
J  i^oiild  wait  nntil  the  F&rliaxneut  had  written  to  the  Kimg. 
A»  the  ministers  of  the  Council  are  aware  that  this  confiidera- 
tion  aloae  lias  kept  me  back  for  the  last  few  days,  they  cannot 
take  any  umhragc  at  my  dclajr ;  and  the  verj  aaaurances  whidi 
1  gave  thero  of  his  Majraty's  goodwill  and  your  Emineuce^s 
otters  have,  it  appears^  led  ihcm  to  adopt  a  resolution  to  de- 
spatch Mr.  Lockhart  to  the  Court,  because  they  tbitik  he  will 
he  more  agreeable  than  any  other  person ;  he  called  ou  me  on 
the  day  before  ye»tcrclay  to  inform  me  of  his  sjieedy  return  to 
Dunkirk,  from  whence  he  will  pass  into  Frauct.%  but  he  gave  me 
no  insight  whatever  into  hia  orders ;  he  only  appeared  to  mc 
to  intend  to  go  after  your  Kmiiience  if  he  found  you  had  left 
Paria  before  his  arrival ;  he  ai»o  ma«le  to  me  many  protesta- 
tions (>f  his  gratitiide  to  the  present  authorities  for  continuing 
liim  in  the  goremraent  of  Dunkirk;  and  he  a^ain  asked  me 
what  would  be  done  in  France  after  the  armistice  had  expired, 
<;iviiig  me  to  understand  that  the  Council  of  Stale  was  anxio^is 
bo  know ;  I  was  unable  to  give  him  any  further  explnuatioua 
than  at  hia  first  visit,  and  during  our  whole  eonveFsation  no 
mention  vfoa  made  of  the  twenty  thousand  crown^i^  as  I  did 
not  deem  it  neceaeary  to  advert  to  them  as  he  is  retiiroins  ^^ 
tVauc^,  and  he  &aid  nothing  on  the  sxi^ect  to  me,  although  i 
gave  liim  abunilant  opporttmities  for  duiug  so.  A  few  hours 
alter  he  hatl  left  me^  be  sent  mc  woi*d  by  his  secretary  that 
he  wiiijt  obliged  to  set  out  that  very  evening,  and  that  Sir  H. 
Vane  woidd  eome  to  see  me  in  two  or  tliree  days^—which  an- 
nouncement he  matle  to  me  doubtless  in  order  that  I  might 
uiidcrstaud  that  he  had  reported  that  I  shouid  take  nu  cogui> 
nance  either  of  hia  mission  or  of  hia  letters,  until  some  of  thi* 
Council  had  informed  mc  thereof;  as  propriety  requires,  after 
my  declaration  that  I  coidd  not  addrras  myself  to  the  Piirlin- 
mcot  until  it  had  given  some  jiroof  of  its  rcsj>ect  for  France^ 
that  its  resolution  should  l>c  oommuiiicatcd  to  me ;  as  soon  as 
this  step  lias  been  taken,  I  shall  think  mT«*clf  at  liberty  to  sec 
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it,  matH  address  it  in  tiie  tenog  prescribed  to  me,  Mcauwliile, 
I  kftTc  DOthing  to  write  at>oiit,  except  that  it  seems  to  some 
tkst  Sir  H.  \aiiej  the  priacipal  minister  La  the  present  Go- 
Tcmiiu^iit,  would  not  support  Mr.  Lockhart  or  send  hitii  hnck 
to  Fnuice,  unlesB  he  had  ^ven  strong  proofs  of  his  detitchmeiit 
from  all  other  iuteFest«> ;  ^  much  so  that  lately  ^  stanch  Re- 
liubticau  told  me  that  he  must  Uoubtlc&s  have  revealed  Bomc 
gEBKt  mysteries^  and  that  the  GorerDnaeut  must  neceaearily^ 
fscpcet  to  discover  the  incUnatiorka  of  France  by  hi^  means,  as 
he  wa»  employed  in  its  service ;  for  there  are  many  reasons  for 
rpgaftUug  him  with  suapiciou  and  treating  him  in  the  same 
iray  as  all  tUoee  wbo  have  been  connected  with  the  Protector, 
v«ee  it  otdy  for  the  puxpoee  of  rewarding  those  who  have  been 
Kfilotis  adherents  of  the  Hepublican  party.  This  notion  may 
be  nniboBded,  and  Mr.  Lockhart  is  too  loyal  to  re%'eal  the 
aoUiments  which  your  Eminence  expressed  to  him  before  hi» 
<leparturc  from  Paris,  Nevertheless  it  is  my  duty  to  report 
all  tbAt  id  communicated  to  me^  as  there  would  result  greater 
toooDTCuience  from  suppressiivg  than  from  repeating  it.  I 
HtUt  also  inform  you  that  it  it  certainly  believed  by  the 
EojaU»ta  that  France  is  taking  measures  for  the  rc-establiah' 
ttimt  of  the  King  of  England^  and  that  the  nephew  of  my 
Lonl  Jermyn  has  been  scut  back  to  Flanders  M-ith  eomc  very 
odvantAgeous  proposition,  upon  which  they  build  great  hopes; 
aail  one  of  the  most  devoted  members  of  this  party,  citlier 
with  &  view  to  Mmnd  me  or  because  he  was  wrongly  informed, 
eaino  yesterday  to  tell  me  that  several  of  them  had  received 
adnoee  of  his  Majesty's  friendly  feeling  towards  their  Prince, 
tbftt  he  waA  even  permitted  to  pass  into  France,  and  that  his 
manuge  with  i^Iademoiselle  wa&  being  negotiatedj  on  condi- 
taoD  that  be  should  be  fumisbofl  with  all  the  asttistanee  ueeea- 
aary  for  his  re-establiahment.  The  same  persim  also  repre- 
sented to  roc  that  Uie  people  of  England  were  very  dissatisfied 
with  the  eustiug  GoTcriuueut^  and  that,  iu  all  the  counties, 
the  most  influcntisl  among  the  nobility  were  quite  ready  to 
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take  up  arms  -.  he  even  named  to  me  several  who  ^re,  I  know, 
very  much  opijosed  to  the  present  adinmiat^tioill ;  and  the 
upshot  of  all  his  discourse  was  to  persuade  me  that  France 
might  eafiily  restore  the  King  of  England,  and  thereby  win 
the  affection  of  the  whole  nation.  I  professed  ignorance  of 
the  news  which  he  had  reported  to  me,  though  I  did  not  deny 
that  his  Majesty  was  very  well  iiitcutioued  towarda  Ki 
Charles ;  but  I  stated  that  before  cnga^ng  in  an  iindertokii 
of  this  nature,  it  woi^d  be  necesAary  first  to  ascertain  exact! 
how  much  the  Royalists  were  capable  of  doing,  and  what  waT 
the  extent  of  their  devotion  j  I  then  exaggerated  the  diflic 
ties  which  would  attend  the  conveyauce  of  troops  into  Eb 
land,  now  that  the  Government  has  such  a  formidable  na^ 
afloat,  and  I  pointed  out  tJje  necessity  of  jHissessing  a  ]* 
not  only  to  facilitate  the  disembarkation  of  troops,  but  to 
main  in  until  the  people  rose  in  arms.  No  aatlsfactoiy  answer 
was  returned  to  these  objections,  and  I  found  no  very  positive 
(grounds  to  go  upon,  except  a  great  deaurc  for  the  Restoration 
of  the  King,  with  a  disposition  to  a  general  insurrection  if 
the  smallest  body  of  troops  should  make  their  appearance  and 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  army  whilst  the  malecontenta  were 
assembhng :  on  which  foundation  measures  may  certainlv  be 
taken.  It  also  appears  to  me  tliat  the  discontent  of  the  prin- 
cipal officers  furnishes  some  ground  for  hope ;  but  this  foun- 
dation is  but  slight,  OS  the  subalterns  are  thoroughly  dcvotod 
to  the  Parliamcut,  which  rmist  now  be  filled  with  the  greatest 
confidence,  since,  a  few  days  ago,  on  a  petition  presented  bv 
the  inhabitants  of  one  of  the  counties  of  England,  it  took  into 
consideration  the  suppression  of  tithes ;  and  it  was  only  carried 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker  that  this  aifair  s^huidd  be 
treated  in  committee  of  the  whole  House,  which  amounts  to 
an  indirect  rejection  of  the  propositionj  whereas  part  of  the 
assembly  wished  to  refer  it  to  a  special  committee,  and  therehv 
prejudged  that  tli©  meaBure  would  not  be*  disagreeable.  The 
Act  of  Indemnity  has  been  again  discu&eed  within  the  last  few 
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days,  and  the  officers  have  continaed  to  take  their  eommi^iotia 
from  the  hands  of  the  Speaker^  to  whom  General  Monk  has 
vritten  to  request  the  Parliament  to  be  pleased  to  make  no  alte- 
ntiao  in  his  regiments.  An  ansrer  haa  been  sent  to  him  that 
the  House  would  hare  great  regard  to  himself  personally,  and 
would  treat  the  other  officers  according  to  their  merit ;  and 
alliiOQgh  the  General's  petition  was  expressed  in  veiy  respect- 
fill  terms,  it  has  nevertheless  been  considered  by  some  as  a 
kiod  of  thjcat,  and  the  same  persons  bcUcvc  that  my  Lord 
Hexiry  ia  in  a  position  to  refuse  obedience  to  the  orders  which 
hftTC  been  seat  him.  Lieuten ant-General  Fleetwood,  two  days 
ago,  made  a  speech  in  his  favour  iu  Parliament,  but  he  was 
no>t  mpportedj  and  that  teudemeas  which  was  exhibited  fur 
the  Protector  after  hh  submissioa  has  not  yet  led  to  the  adop- 
tion of  any  resolution  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  in  pursu- 
anoe  of  the  advice  of  the  Committee,  although  on  the  day 
before  yesterday  he  was  on  the  point  of  being  arre&ted  by  his 
creditoirB,  who  sent  the  officers  of  justice  even  into  Whitehall 
itself  to  seize  him  ;  but  he  very  wisely  shut  himself  up  in  hia 
cabinet.  There  is  no  news  from  the  north]  and  the  English 
plenipotentiaries  are  preparing  to  set  out  on  their  journey  at 
the  be^nning  of  next  week.  The  Portuguese  ambassador 
having  demanded  audience  of  commissioners  from  the  Co\m- 
cil,  they  went  yesterday  to  receive  his  propositions^  which  tend 
to  bind  his  King  and  this  Commonwealth  in  the  alliance  which 
France  has  refa«ed^  and  to  pledge  England  to  the  matutenance 
of  the  independence  of  Portugal;  he  had  communicated  his 
intentiou  to  me,  and  I  greatly  approved  of  it^  and  t  even  as- 
sured him  that  I  had  orders  to  favour  it ;  that  I  had  already 
spoken  to  several  ministers  of  State  on  the  subjcet^  and  that 
they  appeared  favourably  disposed.  But  this  oS'cr  of  good 
offices  did  not  cure  the  fear  which  the  ambassador  cutertiuns 
of  the  utter  ruin  of  his  Prince ;  and  indeed,  besides  that  Eng- 
land will  not  contiAue  the  war  on  his  aecount  alone,  her  forces 
would  not  be  capable  of  securing  his  crqwn. 
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M.  DE    BORDEArX   TO    M.    I>E    BaiENXK. 


Sir, 


jmtf  7.  leso. 


1  thought  I  ehould  today  have  given  yon  an  account  of  tJ»p 
audience  I  ex|»ect«3  to  Havt  ou  the  day  >)efore  yesteitlay,  bat 

an  incident  ocnarrcd  which  canacd  lU  postpoDcment, 
unless  the  Parliament  L'haiigca  its  opiuion,  it  inay  probal 
be  again  deferred  until  order*  have  b<?«n  scut  to  me  on 
subject  in  question.  As  «oon  as  the  letter  of  crcdcaioe  from 
the  King  had  hocn  delivered  to  mc,  I  informed  one  of  the 
fniniet-ei^  of  Uie  Ootiiicilj  and  after  having  fitatod  to  hini  what 
hie  Majesty  desired  of  the  Parliament  before  he  recognised  it, 
I  fiirtlior  gave  bitn  to  understand  that  some  difference  ougljt 
to  be  made  between  the  recqption  of  an  amba^ador  of  Fratice 
nnd  that  of  an  envoy  from  an  inferior  State^  in  accordance 
■with  the  Vfiagfc  formerly  oljserved  in  England  and  in  other 
States  ;  and  I  snggested  that,  if  the  distinction  wei-o  not 
cstablishctl  by  the  rant  of  the  meral>er»  of  Parliament  ap- 
pointed to  iutrodneeme  to  the  audience^  it  oug:ht  at  least  to  be 
marked  by  their  numlwr,  in  order  that  it  might  appear  abroad 
that  England  reganled  France  with  higher  consideration  than 
she  did  a  kingdom  or  commonwealth  inferior  in  power.  1 
also  proposed  that  some  troops  shoidd  be  put  under  anu9  in- 
Btead  of  the  Gartlr/t-du-coj'pti,  who  are  drawn  np  in  France  to 
Iionour  ambaseadors  of  firf>t- class  States.  j\Iy  prctenfiions  wew 
received  witliont  eontrailiction,  and  even  with  a  rather  «?xplieit 
avowal  of  their  justice;  but  when  the  Master  of  the  Cere- 
monies eame  to  me  on  the  4-th  of  thia  month  to  inform  nic 
that  the  Parliament  would  give  me  audience  at  ten  o'clock  on 
the  following  morning,  I  found  he  knew  nothing  of  my  claims. 
and  he  declared  to  me  he  lijid  no  orders  to  treat  rae  otherwise 
than  the  ambassador  of  Holland  had  been  treated  ;  which 
obliged  me  to  request  him  to  intimate  to  tMe  Council  that  thi« 
l?reat  equality  rather  woimdcd  the  dimity  of  France,  and  that 
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I  expected  to  be  treated  with  the  same  diSerence  that  wo^uld 
bt  made  between  aii  ambassador  of  England  aiid  one  from  any 
Prince  or  Rcpablic  of  Icsb  importaucc  ;  insisting  that  at  all 
«itBia  a  laij^H  anmber  of  members  of  Parliament  should  be 
lent  to  accompany  me  to  the  andicDce.  He  promised  to  do 
hie  utmost^  without  making  any  difficulty ;  but  I  had  do  news 
firom  him  until  the  next  day  at  the  hour  appointed  for  the 
aodienee,  vben  he  came  to  tell  me  that  the  Council  had  been 
oakUe  to  make  any  ulceration  iu  the  ordef3  given  for  my  re- 
ception, aa  they  had  emanated  &om  the  Parliament  it»elf^  and 
tfcfi  H  waa  too  late  to  obtain  the  adoption  of  a  fresh  reeolutiou 
by  that  assembly ;  aad  that  all  that  it  had  been  possible  to  do 
ftas  to  increase  the  uumfjer  of  soldiers  and  carriBges  employed 
far  the  andicnec  of  the  Dutch  ambassador,  hut  that  there 
ooold  be  only  three  commiisaionerft  to  escort  me,  the  chief  of 
whom  waa  the  same  person  who  had  been  sent  to  him.  I 
ihoiBght  it  my  duty  to  insist  on  the  difference  wluch  I  had 
fiocn  the  outset  proposed,  and  I  again  b^ged  of  the  ^faster 
of  the  Ceremonies  to  return  to  the  Parliament  to  make  known 
my  wifihcs,  and  state  that  I  would  rather  postpone  my  audience 
Ibr  an  hour,  or  even  for  a  day  or  two,  so  that  it  might  he  of  a 
more  honourable  character;  that  I  should  be  satisfied  if  four 
coBuniBsioncrB  were  ecnt  to  me  instead  of  three,  and  that  the 
King  had  no  less  right  to  be  offeudcd  at  their  aflccting;  to  set 
np  aneh  equality  of  treatment  between  France  and  inferior 
StateSj  than  if  the  English  ambassador  were  recdved  in  the 
vme  manner  as  the  Genoese  envoy  or  the  representative  of 
any  other  inferior  State.  As,  boou  as  this  proposition  was 
made  known  to  the  Parliament^  some  members  took  occasion 
to  declaim  against  France  and  her  antipathy  to  the  present 
Government;  and  instead  of  deliberating  on  the  affair^  urders 
were  given  that  the  carriages  should  be  di^misded,  of  whicli 
the  Master  of  the  Ceremonies  came  to  inform  mcj  apparoxtly 
of  his  own  accord  and  without  orders.  This  $omcwhat  abrupt 
prooeediug  woa  at  firvt  published  all  over  London^  and  eonsi- 


416 


rLLCSTEATirH   LmrERS. 


AcT^  rather  violent  and  imprudent,  as  En^and  still  otvervei 
greater  reipect  for  ambuaadnm  than  any  other  State,  and  the 
nev  Goremmcut  has  iko  cause  to  take  my  demands  anuse,  or 
to  put  itself  in  a  passion  on  so  tririal  an  oocaaoD^  at  a  time 
when  it  ncoda  to  be  on  good  tenns  with  all  ita  neigh boura^  and 
particularly  with  France,  which  alone  is  able  to  prcrent  \i» 
complete  establishment.  These  coniaiderations  hating  led  ne 
to  donbt  whether  the  Master  of  the  Ceremonies  might  no( 
liave  irritated  the  Houbc  by  the  tone  of  his  report,  I  sent  yes- 
terday to  the  same  miniatcr  of  the  Council  to  express  my  sur- 
prise that  such  great  indignation  should  be  affected,  and  that 
so  bad  an  interpretation  abould  be  pot  on  my  ooudnct  afler 
I  bad  shown  all  possible  willingnees  to  comply  with  the  desim 
of  the  Govemracnt,  and  had  so  clearly  explained  my  jiretcn- 
sions :  he  replied  that^  to  tell  the  trutli,  the  manner  of  my  re- 
ception had  been  r^nlated  by  the  Council  in  bia  absence,  and 
that,  if  he  had  been  present,  this  qiiratioa  would  hare  been 
preventfid,  aa  weU  qb  many  other  difficulties  which  had  bccD 
avoided  by  his  means;  that  my  credeutialB  had  not  been 
found  to  be,  either  in  form  or  subatauce,  such  a^  the  Parlia- 
ment  could  be  satiBficd  with ;  indeed,  that  many  were  of 
opinion  tbat  they  did  not  constitute  mc  an  ambassador,  but 
merely  preauppo^  that  I  had  6lled  that  office  in  the  time  of 
the  Protector,  which  could  not  Berve  aa  a  title  to  my  recogni- 
tion hi  that  capacity  at  the  present  day  ;  that  moreover  iufor< 
mation  b&d  been  received  here  which  couiirmed  the  belief  of 
our  iU-will  to  the  present  Government,  and  that,  as  wc  were 
considered  ao  ill-disposed,  a  very  little  had  sufficed  to  lead  the 
Hou&e  to  adopt  such  a  decision  f  that  furthermore  the  Master 
of  the  Ceremonies  had  reported  that  I  would  be  satisfied 
neither  with  the  number  nor  the  rank  of  the  members  ap- 
pointed to  attend  me,  though  in  times  past  the  Spanish  am- 
bassador had  not  been  treated  ^nth  greater  honour ;  and  that, 
as  England  bad  never  made  any  difference  between  Spain  and 
France,  it  mattered  not  to  us  if  they  paid  more  or  less  honour 
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to  oCber  States  ;  and  that  we  must  not  expect  the  FsLrliameiit 
to  reacand  its  orders,  even  if  war  were  to  ensue.  This  haughty 
iuwer  compelled  me  to  send  again  to  the  above-mentioned 
nifiiater  this  moruing,  in  order  in  the  6rst  place  to  enlighten 
him  a«  to  the  fiicts^  and  then  to  let  him  know  that  France  waa 
not  to  be  dictated  to ;  that  if  at  the  outset  the  Council  had 
vent  some  one  to  confer  with  me  about  this  difficultr,  and  had 
alleged  valid  reasons  for  refusing  mj  demand,  I  should  have 
■ttbmittedj  but  that  now,  after  the  publicity  the  affair  had  re- 
edvcd,  T  could  not  draw  back,  mtbout  derogating  from  the 
dignity  of  Fnuice,  and  that  there  would  be  less  impropriety 
for  the  Parliament  to  j'ield  the  cirility  desired  of  it ;  that 
I  therefore  urged  it  to  adopt  aomc  resolution  in  accordance 
with  the  interest  which  both  nations  have  to  live  on  good 
terms  with  each  other,  and  to  follow  wiser  counsels  than  those 
which  may  be  &u^;e&ted  by  anger  or  ill-founded  distrust ;  that 
mor&oyer  it  was  carrying  delicacy  beyond  due  limits  to  com- 
ptsuEi  that  the  King's  letters,  spoke  of  me  as  already  an  am- 
bassador^  and  to  desire  that,  while  I  am  actually  here  in  tliat 
c^jaeity^  his  Majeftty  should  speak  as  though  he  were  Bending 
me  for  the  first  time  into  England  ;  that  there  -was  no  ground 
to  complain  cither  of  his  expressions^  although  they  might  not 
be  9o  affectionate  as  those  employed  by  the  K-ing  of  Sweden 
and  ofher  States  (as  had  been  remarked  to  me],  for  this  dlf- 
fenmoc  of  language  only  proceeded  from  the  unfortunate  con- 
dition  of  those  States,  not  to  say  that  we  had  never  been  used 
to  boitow  the  style  of  other  nations;  and  I  added  to  this 
repartee,  which  I  thought  ought  to  be  proportionate  to  the 
miiiister'fl  speech,  that,  as  far  as  I  wae  myself  concerned,  I 
was  rery  sorry  to  find  them  so  much  iociined  to  put  a  wrong 
interpretation  on  all  that  proceeded  irom  France,  that  I  had 
hoped  to  find  some  honourable  mode  of  getting  out  of  this 
dispute,  and  that  none  had  occurred  to  me ;  but  that  the  Par- 
liament might  with  perfect  propriety  adopt  other  rcsolutionB, 
if  it  coimdered  that  I  wa«  not  here  in  the  capacity  of  an  ordi- 
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iiary  mnbossodor,  aa  all  tUc  powers  m  virtue  of  which  1  have 
acted  de&igiiatc  mc  aii  ambasfiador  extraordinary,  and  my 
crcdcntiuU  ate  in  some  sort  relative  to  Ihem*  This  over- 
ttLrc  seemed  to  me  moat  calculated  to  fiiriiisK  them  willi 
a  pretext  for  roodifyiug  their  resolution ;  as  it  was  certain 
Ihatj  witliovit  some  loss  of  honour  after  such  greot  publi- 
cilyj  I  could  uot  rest  satisfied  with  a  similar  reception  to 
that  ^ivGU  to  the  ambassador  of  HoUaiid.  I  have  oho  scut 
word  to  the  eame  minister  that,  though  I  found  my  audicuee 
deferred,  I  jicvcrthciess  did  not  wish  to  postpone  the  ciecu- 
tion  of  the  ordera  which  Imd  been  seat  to  me  to  inform  the 
Parh&ment  that  the  armistice  iKtwecu  France  and  Spain  bai 
been  prolonged^  and  that  if  Enghiud  wishes  to  continue  it^  she 
must  declare  her  willingness  by  some  act,  I  have  not  failed 
to  write  to  the  Council  of  State  on  the  subject  this  morniugr 
to  urge  them  to  adopt  some  speedy  reaolution, — which  will 
doubtless  be  sent  to  Mr,  Lockhart,  because  of  the  quorre! 
which  led  the  ambassador  of  Holland  to  nnit  me  today,  under 
the  pretext  of  converging  with  me  alwut  the  affairs  of  the 
Sound,  bat  in  reality  for  the  purpose  of  talking  to  me  of  whdt 
hml  occurred,  in  re^rd  to  which  be  proved  well  acquainted 
with  all  the  rcasoufi  which  the  Parliament  can  allege  in  justi- 
fi«ition  of  its  late  conduct  towards  me ;  these  may  be  reduced 
to  the  practice  which  it  baa  obserred  since  its  e&tabli.«hmeut  of 
treating  all  ambassadors  alike,  although,  in  apitc  of  thie,  they 
had  placed  a  reg:imcut  uTidcr  arms  and  inqreasodl  the  number 
of  carriages  out  of  respect  to  me,  whereas  at  his  reception 
there  wore  only  a  few  files  of  musketeera ;  he  also  tried  Ut 
soften  down  the  hittern^is  which  the  Parliaraent  haa  shown; 
the  purport  of  Ids  conversation  was  to  persuade  me  to  agree 
to  some  accommodation,  to  which  T  am  not  averse,  provided 
that  the  dignity  of  Franoe  is  fully  maintained;  it  doea  not 
however  seem  expt;dient  for  mc  to  manifest  any  eagemesa,  and 
as  no  answer  has  boen  returned  to  me,  I  shall  wait  its  oomiug 
before  I  take  any  otlier  step,  lest  1  sJiould  increase  ihc  pride 
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of  the  Government,  which  is  quite  extraordinary  on  this  occa- 
aon  ;  from  this  it  ma?  he  inferred  that  they  arc  not  fully  per- 
saodcd  of  the  Kioj^s  iuttiitions,  and  that  the  different  reports 
vliicb  arc  current  that  Fraticc  iuteuda  to  restore  tlic  King  of 
Eogl&nd  have  produced  a  great  impreasioii ;  it  is  alao  certaiOj 

Iibr  I  hare  heard  it  from  various  quarters,  that  my  letters  of 
credence  are  considered  very  cold,  nay  more,  that  it  was  re- 
fisrrcd  to  the  CouncU  to  conaider  whether  they  should  be  re- 
ceived at  all^  and  that  although  it  was  determined  that  no 
pofalic  dissatisfaction  should  be  expressed,  great  vexation  is 
atOl  felt,  rcgaa-ding  which  I  have  no  particular  information. 
A»  Uie  copy  of  my  letter  was  not  seen  until  the  moment  when 

Itbe  audience  was  assigned  to  mc,  dissatisfaction  at  its  charac- 
ter must  have  contributed  to  instigate  the  refusal  of  the  parti- 
cular civility  which  I  claimed^  as  the  ministers  of  the  Council, 
to  whom  I  had  previously  explained  my  nishcSj  had  made  no 
oijectioD  to  granting  them ;  if  they  had  raised  the  slightest 
difficulty,  or  even  if  the  Council  had  given  me  a  reason^  I 
woold  have  avoid  c*l  the  question;  but  aa  the  SI  aster  of  the 
Ceremonies  only  urged  want  of  time,  and  as  I  did  not  see  that 
the  King's  orders  were  very  pressing  on  me  to  obtain  an  au- 
lUeuce^  I  did  not  think  it  right  thus  easily  to  waive  a  prero- 
gative which  is  conceded  to  the  ministers  of  France  in  other 
States.  If  the  Parliament  holds  out,  T  also  shall  in  a  few 
d^B  be  in  a  better  condition  to  &ee  it  th^n  1  am  now.  The 
thought  has  occurred  to  me,  in  order  to  save  appearauccSf  and 
gire  it  a  pretest  for  making  some  difference  in  jny  reception, 
that  I  might  assume  the  character  of  an  ambaasador  extraordi- 
nary ;  it  would  be  necessaiy  in  this  case  to  send  me  fresh  cre- 
tdentials;  in  order  to  show  some  civility  to  the  Government, 
some  change  might  be  made  in  the  style,  and  instead  of  con- 
fining my  CFf^eutials  to  the  aiTairs  of  Sweden,  of  which  com- 
plaint is  made  here,  to  couch  them  in  general  terms.  Although 
the  Government  is  not  so  fully  established  or  in  such  a  con- 
dition aa  to  caoee  any  apprehension  (for  there  is  still  a  great 
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division  l^etwecn  its  members  aad  the  leadera  of  the  army,  80 
much  so  tliat  General  Fleetwood  offered,  two  days  ago,  to  r&- 
sign  liis  coiQiuisaioi]),  ueTcrtbeleas  if  tlie  Kiii^  wishe-s  to  avoid 
a  rupture,  be  must  adopt  this  expedieutj  as  the  Parliameiil  is 
composed  of  men  extrava^nt  enough  to  forget  their  oim  in- 
terest on  this  occaaioUj  aa  they  have  done  alrcatly  iu  regard  to 
many  other  matters.  It  will  also  be  well  to  express  to  Mr.  Loek- 
hartj  if  he  is  still  at  Court,  hia  Majesty's  opinion  un  this  oceur- 
rencei  which  will  prevent  the  plenipotentiaries,  who  arc  going 
to  the  Sonndj  from  seeing  me.     Their  instructions  were  to  be 
eoufinned  this  moniing  in  Parliament,  after  which  they  will  act 
out  at  once.    The  ministers  of  Sweden,  at  their  first  audience, 
did  their  utmost  to  obtain  complete  assistance  from  England, 
and  their  langnag^c  tends  to  produce  the  persuasion  that  thi-ir 
mafiter  alone  is  maintaining  the  Protestant  interest,  that  France 
and  Spmn  have  been  led  by  the  intrigues  of  the  Josuita  to 
make  peace  at  a  time  when  the  House  of  Austria  waa  in  artcu, 
in  order  that  it  might  have  every  facility  for  oppressing  Swe- 
den ;  and  they  accuse  the  United  Provinces  of  having  entered 
into  the  same  plot,  and  reproach  us  with  having  thrown  deJavs 
and  obstacles  in  the  way  of  tlieir  King's  designs.     There 
room  for  surprise  that,  while  he  daily  receives  all  kinds  of 
(jistance  from  France,  liis  ministers  should  dare   to  sj^cak 
these  terms.     The  Dutch  ambassador  does  not  fail  to  ani- 
madvert strongly  on  them,  and  I  do  not  think  they  have  beea 
greatly  approved  of  here.     During  the  last  tew  days^  the  Par-^ 
Uament  has  continued  to  debate  on  the  means  of  obtainiu^l 
money,  and  has  resolved  to  raise  the  whole  year's  toxatina  in 
four  months ;  it  has  applied  to  the  City  of  London  for  a  loan, 
but  without  success }  the  Act  of  Indemnity  has   al^o  been 
brought  forward  again,  but  has  not  been  finally  settled.     The 
Quakers  have  prescutcd  a  petition  for  the  diamissal  of  all 
antifhristian    ministers ;    after   a   long   debate,    thanks  were 
voted  to  them.     My  Lord  Henry  has  again  renewed  his  as- 
surances of  submission,  and  promised  to  come  to  England. 


The  miHtia  continuea  to  be  c&llcd  out  and  embodied  in  all  the 
oootities. 


55.] 


Sir, 


M.  D£  BoaosAUX  m  M.  db  Bkibkne. 

Jul^  10,  1659. 


The  q-uarrel  which  1  have  had  with  the  Parliaroeiit  is  still 
im  statu  ^Oj  and  the  Cooncnil  haa  despatched  an  express  to 
Hr.  Lockhart  on  the  subject ;  until  bi»  retain,  this  dilTerence 
will  not  be  terminated^  although  they  admit  they  have  acted 
with  great  precipitatiou.  To  shield  their  conduct  from  the 
bhine  which  every  one  casts  upon  it,  the  miniaterB  are  desi- 
rona  to  e»1ahti8h  the  fact  that  they  informed  me  of  the  reisolu- 
tion  adopted  ten  years  ago,  that  no  difference  should  be  made  in 
the  reception  of  ambaasadors,  that  other  envoys  had  submitted 
to  this  re^lation^  and  that  I  refused  the  audiencCj  in  all  which 
there  is  not  a  word  of  truth,  and  the  Master  of  the  Ceremonies 
maintAins  ihat  be  reported  to  the  Parliament  and  to  myself 
only  what  wiU  be  found  in  my  preWons  d^patch^  since  writing 
which  it  has  again  been  intimated  to  me  that  the  Government 
would  employ  Mr.  Lockhart  to  ascertain  whether  I  would  not 
demand  audience  of  the  Parliament,  and  that  it  was  expected 
that,  if  France  had  not  already  rraolved  to  make  war  on  Eng- 
land in  fsTOor  of  the  royal  family,  as  many  rumourB  affirm,  the 
King  would  order  me  to  dispense  with  these  formalities.  I 
■tated  that  I  cared  little  by  wLom  the  wishes  of  the  English 
Government  were  conveyed,  and  that  if  hb  Majesty  was  will- 
ing to  act  with  complaisance  towards  the  present  administra- 
tion, 1  should  f€<el  no  repugnance  to  execute  his  orders,  but 
that,  before  those  orders  were  sent  to  me,  I  could  not  with 
honour  recede  from  so  reasonable  a  demand,  after  all  the  fuss 
that  bad  been  mode.  It  also  seems  to  me  more  advi^ble  that, 
if  the  King  docs  not  care  to  insist  on  any  difiercnce  )>cing  made 
between  his  ministers  and  those  of  other  Statea,  he  should 
have  the  full  advantage  of  the  concessiou.     The»e  eonsidera- 


J 


4S2 


iLLUsTttATJvn  Lrrraas. 


tionfl,  aiul  Uto  wish  which  I  diseem  that  I  «bould  defer,  for  as 
loug  a  time  6s  pcmsihle,  the  recognition  of  the  present  Qoreni- 
mCDt,  will  lead  tnc  to  await  his  Majefity^a  ordera  witboot  any 
atLxitrtj?.     I  am  certain^  and  tliia  may  be  perceived  from  the 
oarc  which  haa  been  taken  to  send  an  expresa  into  France,  that 
however  haughty  raay  lie  the  bearing  of  the  Ministers  of  Slate 
here,  they  are  lu  &omc  anxiety  as  to  the  mauner  in  which  their 
want  of  respect  will  he  reccnved,  ina&mueh  as  it  oaOBos  thedv* 
al^Gted  to  entertain  groat  hopes.     I  have  already  inioruMd 
you  of  Uie  complaints  mado  againat  my  credentials;  thes* 
Gomplaiuta  etill  continue  to  be  made  publicly,  and  it  ia  WBCrted 
that  it  waa  by  civility  alone  that  1  was  reeoguised  as  ui  ain- 
beaaador ;  and  in  the  answer  which  the  Council  of  State  re- 
turned yesterday  to  a  communication  which  I  had  mode  to  it 
regarding  the  snspenaiuu  of  hoj>tL)itics,  I  did  not  recvarc  the 
title  due  to  my  ambaaaadorial  rank,  but  was  termed  sudply 
Ml/  Ltxrd^  instead  of  Your  Enccflertty :  even  the  addreisa  ia  not 
us  it  should  have  bccTij  althougli,  aa  I  only  aaannicd  in  my 
com luuui cation  the  titlo  of  ambasaador  of  Fnuioc  (u|x>u  whioh 
one  of  the  ministera  of  the  Council  Lnformeil  mo  that  it  wm 
desired  that  I  should  style  myeelf  ambassador  of  the  King 
France  to  the  ParJiameut  of  the  CommonwcaltK  of  Eiiglam 
I  should  have  made  uo  dilBculty  about  that  matter. 
are  [>elty  vexations  which  give  proof  of  the  state  of  feeling 
here,  and  show  their  iuclination  to  take  umbrage  at  the  merest 
triflfs,  at  the  same  time  that  they  give  so  much  cause  for  com- 
plaint by  their  own  conduct.    Yesterday  cvcuii^  1  did  not  fail 
to  remonstrate  very  strongly  on  this  subject  to  the  same 
niatcr  of  the  Coiuicil,  who  came  to  see  mt*,  and  lo  declare 
him  thutj  if  the  Council  should  fiul  in  ite  duty  towards  Fram 
France  would  thereby  lose  none  of  her  dignity ;  he  very  plai; 
attributed  this  mode  of  proceeding  to  the  irritation  caused 
tlie  K.iug*8  letter,  and  by  my  refusal  to  accept  an  audicsi 
and  he  attempted  further  to  prove  to  me  tliat  L  was  not 
Hlitutcil  ambasi^dor  to  the  new  Oovcnimcut.     This  cjucbI; 
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pgre  rma  to  a  long  argameiit  wliicli  it  would  be  tiresome  to 
renpittdAte,  and  we  ended  it  without  coming  to  any  conclu- 
lioo, — tbc  said  mimster  still  justi^dng  the  conduct  of  the  Par- 
liaiDent  and  maintainiog  the  tnitli  of  the  mistakes  Khich  I 
■aso-ted  had  been  made,  by  the  declaration  of  the  Master  of 
the  Ceremonies  birasclf ;  nor  did  he  forget  to  put  this  ahcrna* 
tiTe,  that  Prance  either  wished  to  make  war  with  England  or 
to  maintain  a  good  understanding,  that  in  the  former  case, 
wkateier  ciTility  taight  be  shown  towards  me,  it  woidd  not 
aher  our  purpose,  and  in  the  latter  case,  we  should  not  come 
to  a  rupture  on  account  of  a  ceremony :  that  the  Parlinmcut, 
aQcofdin^Ir,  was  waitin^:  for  the  return  of  t^e  courier  that  had 
been  despatched.  We  then  proceeded  to  the  subject  which 
had  pEitxnired  me  a  visit  from  thia  minister,  who  is  the  chief  of 
Cbe  plcoipotentiarics  appointed  to  ne^tiate  peace  in  the  north  ; 
be  bad  come  to  learn  the  particulars  of  the  armistice,  which 
tbe  CouneiJ  of  State  had  requested  me  to  give  in  writing,  and 
nkkh  I  had  promised  to  furnish  to  such  ministera  as  might  be 
dqmted  to  cottfer  irith  me  on  the  subject.  Uis  greatest  dif- 
ficulty was  to  understand  the  import  of  the  words — jusfpi'a 
ttomtl  ordre .-  I  told  him  that,  as  it  wa$  impossible  to  deter- 
mine the  duration  of  the  armistice,  because  of  the  uncertainty 
of  the  time  at  which  peace  would  be  concluded  or  the  negotia- 
tion broken  off,  it  had  been  thought  necessary  to  speak  in- 
defiiutely,  and  that  the  intention  was  for  the  contracting  par- 
tes to  undertake  nothing  afirainst  each  other,  until  they  bad 
natually  agreed  to  recommence  the  war,  which  would  depend 
on  the  sueec^  of  his  Eminence's  journey.  The  same  miiii^ter 
aiso  asked  me  for  a  copy  of  the  documcut  agreed  on  by  Franco 
and  B^ain,  presupposing  that  the  Parliament  could  not  deii- 
berate  on  the  subject  withont  seeing  it  and  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  its  contents :  I  was  not  in  a  position  to  comply 
with  bis  request,  but  I  promised  to  inform  you  of  the  ilesire 
of  the  Gmemment,  whicli  appears  to  me  reasonable  enough. 
It  mar  however  be  inferred  £rum  the  ausucr  of  the  Council  of 
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Stmte,  that  it  cousenU  to  the  armUtice.     I   also  aaccrtained^ 
from  tbc  ponversatiun  of  the  said  miniatcr,  that  Mr.  Lockhait 
has  urikr^  to  returu  to  bia  Emineucc  afVcr  he  has  prcaeuted 
hifl  credentials  to  the  King;  that  all  the  instnictiont  a&d 
arraiigcmcuta  for  the  English  plciiipotcTktianc&  have  been  prt- 
parcdj  SLiid  that  they  will  start  tomorrow  or  the  next  dwjr;  but 
he  would  entcp  into  no  particulars ;  and  I  do  not  Icam  fron 
the  Dutch  ambassador,  or  from  any  other  aoorce,  that  thor 
public  orders  arc   different  from  the  treaty  which   haa   beca 
nigiicd ;  the  ratification  whereof  has  been  resolveid  t>ii  mutatis 
mutajtdU.     Mr.  Downing  ia  to  remain  at  the  Hague  to  make 
the  altcratioiifli  which  are  only  to  substitute  for  the  aame  of 
the  Protector  that  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England.     It  was 
proposed  this  morning  that,  in  order  6nuly  to  estuTiliRh  friend- 
ship between  the  two  republics  of  England  and  Ilolland,  cer- 
tain weU-dispoecd  and  qualified  persons  should  be  sent  to  Hol- 
land to  arrange  a  lasting  peace.     This  propositioijj  which  wa* 
followed  by  the  nomifiatiou  of  Sir  H.  Vaoe  to  this  embassy, 
ia  considered  to  be  merely  a  pretext  for  removing  him  from 
England,  devised  by  those  who  are  jealoua  of  his   inAttcn 
which  h  jsnid  to  have  diminished  since  he  stutcd,  in  a  spcti 
which  he  made  in  the  House  on  the  form  uf  the  jgovcrumeni 
that  the  people  were  mad,  and  that  the  authority  of  the  Stale 
ought  not  to  be  entrusted  to  tliem,  but  to  pious  and  holy  pcr- 
eons,  under  which  name  he  is  understood  to  mean  the  Sec- 
taries of  the  Fifth  Monarchy,  to  whom  he  preaches  very  regu- 
larly.    Thia  overture  waa  not  followed  up^  aud  it  is  not 
certain  what  sort  of  Commonwealth  will  please  the  Pariiamc 
as  the  opinions  of  the  members  arc  vciy  different  j  Ihr  mat 
has  not  since  been  brought  under  discussion,  and  the  moat  i 
portaut  rcaolution  which  has  been  adopted  lately  waa  the 
firmation  of  the  payment  of  tithes  to  the  ministers,  until 
other  funds  shall  ]ye  provided  for  their  payment.     The  Quok^ 
are  not  at  all  satisfied  with  this  act,  but  it  ia  more  prudent 
plcanc  tlic  Presbyterians,  whose  number  far  excccda  that  of 
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the  other  Sectaries  pot  together.  Other  propositions  are  being 
made  for  the  payment  of  the  public  debts ;  but  none  of  &ny 
iroportajace  have  yet  been  brought  forward,  33  thoee  hitherto 
vnggestc^  have  merely  been  prosecutions  of  persotiB  trho  held 
office  mider  the  lAte  Govemmeut.  The  Act  of  I&demmtjhas 
not  yet  been  passed,  and  there  ia  some  talk  of  excepting  from  it 
five  or  «ii  per&onSj  of  whom  Secretary  Thurloe  is  oncj  although, 
according  to  public  opinion,  he  has  done  all  be  could  to  cond- 
tiate  the  GoTemment,  going  bo  far  even  as  tt»  give  some  very 
mlutary  advice;  he  suggested,  among  other  things,  that  at  the 
conference  at  Bayonnc,  there  would  be  arrangements  made  for 
the  Restoration  of  the  King  of  England^  on  condition  that  he 
■hall  give  the  Catholics  liberty  of  conscience,  and  abolish  the 
lal  laws  against  them.  This  unfounded  rumour  seems  to 
the  Government  some  alarm ;  at  least  it  professes  to  feel 
idcrable  apprehension,  and  urges  forward,  on  this  pretextj 
the  establishment  of  the  militia  throughout  the  country.  My 
Lord  Henry's  letters  have  been  read  in  Parliament ;  they  give 
assurance  of  his  speedy  arrival  in  Englaiid,  and  of  his  resigna- 
tion of  the  Government  of  Ireland  ;  the  letters  from  the  army 
express  no  leas  submissionj  and  steps  are  being  taken  for  the 
reformation  of  the  officer*,  many  of  whom  arc  to  T>e  removed, 
that  those  may  be  restored  whom  the  deceased  Protector  dis- 
missed from  their  employments.  News  has  arrived  frora  Dun- 
kirk to  the  effect  that  the  mutiny  which  had  broken  out  among 
the  soldiers,  on  account  of  their  pay  not  being  forthcoming, 
has  been  appeased ;  and  comniissioners  have  been  sent  over  to 
investigate  the  matter. 


^■enal 


&6.]         M.  OE  Bordeaux  to  CAJtniNAL  Mazabin. 

Jwjfy  17. 1059. 
My  Lord, 

1  have  this  day  received  the  letter  which  your  Eminence 
did  rae  the  honour  to  write  to  rac  on  the  lOtb  instant,  lo- 
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the  pure  Republicans,  and  those  who  bare,  witbin  tbc  last 
two  dajR,  got  up  a  petition,  in  the  name  of  sereral  getitlemeiij 
Imding  to  the  advancement  of  their  design ;  many  arc  per- 
««ided  that  thia  diversity  of  inclinations  will  produce  a  notable 
dtvinoD  ;  bnt  it  seems  to  me  that  the  most  resolute  will  gain 
oyer,  instead  of  alienating,  the  rest.  Meanwhile  the  discon- 
tealA  of  the  people  increase,  and  in  order  to  guard  against 
them,  th^  put  tbemfieU'cs  into  the  handft  of  the  S<»rtaries.  Aa 
ngBida  the  BoTalistt,  they  expect  at  every  moment  a  general 
iwii III  nation  of  the  Pmbyteriana  or  new  Royalkta  -,  but  nnlevn 
Ifaere  be  a  descent  of  foreign  troops  on  the  coast  of  England, 
which  does  not  seem  very  probable,  or  a  division  in  the  array, 
tbe  Picafarjrtenans  are  too  wealthy  to  expOHC  tliemnclvea.  I 
eonibas  that  of  Iste  I  have  rather  listened  to  their  plana  tbaa 
talked  of  them,  without  letting  fail  a  single  word  that  coold 
IbmI  to  the  behef  that  France  was  willing  to  oppose  the  pre- 
seot  Govcmtaeiit.  My  conduct  has  been  fbtmded  on  the 
ov6ere  I  received  to  keep  on  good  tenns  with  aU  partia,  snd  to 
make  known  whatever  measures  might  be  taken  to  thwart  the 
establishment  of  the  Commonwealth.  Although  I  have  acted 
with  so  much  circumspection  that  no  inconvenience  cau  cnsne 
6rom  my  conduct,  I  sh&U  be  even  still  more  reserved  in  future^ 
dnce  tbe  sentiments  of  tbc  present  day  are  changrd.  Then 
tfl  no  more  talk  of  seihng  the  furniture  of  AVhitehall,  and  as 
to  that  of  Hampton  Court,  there  is  still  considerable  unoer- 
taiiity ;  as  soon  sc  some  re^ution  hs«  been  adopted  on  the 
mbjcet,  I  will  send  the  catalogue  :  I  may  beforehand  acquaint 
you  that  there  are  nine  pictures  by  old  Mantegna  which  repre- 
scot  the  triumphs  of  Csesar,  and  two  tapestry  hangings  which 
are  highly  esteemed :  the  Doc  de  Crequi  may  perhaps  re- 
member them.  As  I  may  possibly  not  have  time  to  recnve 
your  Eminence's  orders  during  your  absence  &om  Paris,  it 
would  be  advisable  fur  M.  Colbert  to  be  informed  of  your  in- 
tentions and  even  authorieed  to  paj  for  anything  yon  may 
dcairc  to  purchase. 
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57.]  M.   DE    BOBDBAUX    TO    M.  1>E    BrTENXE. 

Jmty  17.  M 

Sir, 

I  had  tiot  been  honoured  with  any  letters  ^m  jotiraelf  or 
yoiir  soiij  siiice  the  departure  of  his  Emiuence   uiittl  toda; 
when  your  letter  of  the  I3th  instant  was  delivered  to  me,  to-^ 
gether  with  a  copy  of  that  which  the  English  Council  of  State 
had  written  to  his  Eminence,  and  bis  answer,  which  airi^'wi 
here  last  week  -,  its  perusal  entirely  satisfied  the  Council,  and 
it  resolved  immediately  to  scud  orders  to  Mr.  Lockliart  to  re- 
pair in  the  capacity  of  ambfisaador  to  the  meeting  which  ia  to 
take  place  at  Bayonne^  as  soon  a;s  he  has  had  audience  of  the 
King.     The  answer  ha*  eiiice  been  reported  to  the  Parliament, 
and  has  partially  dispelled  the  distrust  awakened  by  otir  peace 
with  Spain,  which  waa  regarded  aa  the  forerumicr  of  a  war 
iu  favour  of  the  Kjug  of  Scots.     At  the  same  time  that  thi« 
resolution  woa  being  adopted,  one  of  the  pleuipotentiaries  who' 
have  been  sent  to  the  Sound  came  to  bid  me  farewell  as 
private  friend  J  and  after  some  conversation  on  the  subject 
his  journey,  he  communicated  to  me  the  information   whl 
Mr,  Lockhart  had  given, and  the  good  effect  it  had  produced/ 
and  he  even  went  so  far  as  to  oonfesa  to  mc  that  the  Com- 
raouwealth  had  no  reason  to  fear  now  that  it  is  assured  of  the 
frienilahip  of  France  and   the  United  Provinces,  as  all   the 
other  jM)wers  of  Europe  were  not  capable  of  thwarting  its  cr- 
tablishmcnt.     This  very  natural  confession   was  followed  by 
some  expression  of  diaplcasurc  that  the  dispute  which  had  oc^^| 
currcd  in  i*elatiou  to  my  reception  was  not  yet  terminated,  and^^ 
he  proposed  to  me  the  mediation  of  the  ambassador  of  Hol- 
land, in  order  to  procure  its  adjustment :  I  professed  that  I 
felt  no  less  regret  at  this  little  quarrel  than  he  did,  and  th^t, 
il' propriety  hod  permitted,  I  would  have  passed  over  all  theso 
punctilios,  in  order  to  make  known  the  King-'s  ineliuatioi 
sooner,  hut  that,  the  question  having  once  been  raised,  the 
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]em  inoonremence  in  the  Parliament  conoediug  the  fdvilitj 
that  I  daimed  than  in  my  receding  from  my  demand ;    that 
hrther,  it  was  not  an  affiur  of  sach  great  consequence  sa  to 
vtqinre  the  interrentioa  of  a  foreign  mediator,  and  Uwt  be 
■Mght  Uimaelf  bring  about  the  desired  accommodation.     He 
■■dstook  to  speak  on  the  matter  before  \m  departure  to  wme 
of  tbc  principal  members  of  the  Council,  va  which  he  could 
Dot  resume  his  seat,  as  he  had  taken  his  leave  of  it ;  and  he 
proposed  to  roe  that,  instead  of  augmentiDg  the  nnmber  of 
■Mttben  of  Parliament^  one  of  the  £arla  who  wX  in  that  as- 
lemldv  ^koold  be  sent  to  me,  aft  this  change  might  be  made 
mder  tbe  pretext  that  one  of  those  who  was  to  have  escorted 
me  is  noir  ProddcDt  of  the  CooncU,  and  oould  not  be  em- 
plqjed  on  soch  a  mission.     I  accepted  this  oi-crtore,  and  the 
DC3C£  daT,  the  ambas^Ldor  of  Holland  came  again  to  offer  me 
hia  good  offices,  and  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  had  seen 
OBtain  ministers  of  the  Council,  and  had  found  them  very 
■mdft  inclined  to  give  me  every  satisfaction ;  1  related  to  him 
the  terms  on  which  I  had  agreed  with  the  above-mentioned 
plmipotezidanr,  and  a^nred  him  that,  for  my  own  part,  I 
WDold  make  all  the  advances  that  might  be  required  in  order 
to  give  the  Parliament  a  pretext  for  rcconsidcriDg  its  decision. 
It  seemed  to  m?  that,  af^r  such  explanations,  my  audience 
would  be  deferred  no  longer ;  however  the  ambassador  came 
to  ne  ftgun  yesterday^  and  told  me  that  he  had  &ccn  the  same 
Dnoatera  of  the  Council  again,  and  they  had  offered  to  do 
their  utmost  as  individuals  to  indw%  the  Parliament  to  adopt 
the  expedient  which  had  been  suggested  to  me,  but  that  their 
■ococsa  was  not  at  all  certain,  as  that  body  is  compoaed  of 
Tcry  touchy  persons,  who  might  make  a  difficulty  abont  send- 
ing to  rae  any  person  of  higher  rank  than  on  the  first  occa- 
noo ;  and  thta  all  that  could  be  promised  ute  was  as  speedy 
and  honourable  an  audience  as  oould  be  given  me,  if  I  would 
make  a  second  application  for  it>     I  did  not  think  it  my  duty 
to  jump  at  an  offer  of  this  8ort»  until  I  had  been  Informed  of 
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the  npiinon  of  the  Court,  eapeciaUjr  aa  I  see  that  Mr.  Lodt- 

hart  in  to  [jreftcnt  liiautclf  id  the  capadtj  of  an  ambusfiadarj 
ftiul  that  thia  would  be  a  goo<l  opportttmty  for  aettKin;  this 
dittputc  to  our  advmutage^  u  he  will  doubUess  desire  &  beter 
roception  than  that  which  would  be  given  to  the  ombaasBdar 
of  IloUund,  aud  iw  it  U  also  hia  Majcst^V  inteution  to  treak 
him  more  hotiourohly.  Their  ground  of  defence  here  is  that, 
ill  the  curly  day^  of  the  Cotnmoawealth,  the  ambaaaador  of 
Spaiu  bad  no  better  reception ;  but  evtm  if  ve  were  agreed  osi 
the  iK)int  of  equality,  as  the  honour  which  vraa  done  him  at 
that  time  h^  siiioc  bceii  coufcrrcd  on  the  ministers  of  States 
inferior  iu  diguity,  there  would  »liU  be  cause  for  disaatis£ii> 
tiou.  To  all  appearaucc,  the  next  post  will  remove  tny  scruplee 
ou  thia  }H^iiit;  raeanwhite  there  wilt  be  uo  uittircoursc  betveai 
the  ministers  of  State  and  myself;  aud  indeed  there  are  no 
aifaim  for  us  to  couauit  upon^  as  the  plenifiotcntiarios  set  oat 
on  the  14th  instant,  with  instructions  for  the  northern  peaee. 
The  one  who  cnlU^d  on  me  seemed  fully  perauafl^d  that  t^^ 
Kings  of  Denmark  aud  Sweden  were  uot  in  a  poaitlOa  W^M 
reject  the  counsels  of  their  fiiends,  aud  he  assured  me  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  English  Government  to  bring 
to  a  speedy  aeeommtHlation  ;  he  would  not  qx'iik  positively  k 
rcgfffd  to  the  restitution  of  Bomholm  and  Urontlieim,  but 
perceived  nevertheless  that  the  Council  of  State  was  dcairo' 
of  Bhowiug  complaisance  to  the  United  Provinces  on  this 
point,  and  if  they  insist  on  inaintsuniug  the  King  of  Denmark 
in  |>oRse8sion  of  tho!»e  placet,  although  he  has  abandoned  them 
in  pur»uaJ»ee  of  the  Treaty  of  Roeskild,  the  English  pieuijw- 
teutiarios  will  agree  to  their  restitution.  I  have  also  \k 
assured  that  everything  will  be  done  in  eoncert  with  M. 
Teflon ;  nevertheless,  as  France  has  no  floct  at  sea^  the 
of  her  minister  mil  not,  I  think,  ha^c  so  much  jjower;  I  hare 
scut  him  the  most  aceurato  information  of  all  that  has  coi 
to  my  knowledge,  and  even  of  my  suspicions,  which  it  will  n 
he  dillieull  for  him  to  justify  if  they  have  any  real  foundation 
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I  hare  «]flo  communicated  regnlarlj'  with  MM.  De  ThoTt  and 
De  lAmbres,  It  was  pK^oaed  in  Parliament  that  some  emi- 
Deiii  posm  fihoold  be  teat  to  the  Hagmc  to  streugthea  the 
frtendlj  T^atione  now  e^dsting  between  England  and  the 
States-Gcnej^  and  Sir  H.  Vauc  was  suggested  for  the  mis- 
am;  hot  bis  partisans  prevailed  over  those  who  wishetl  to 
get  liim  out  of  the  way  under  tliis  apeeious  pretext.  As  the 
aDianoe  of  the  United  Provinces  is  regarded  here  as  most  im- 
poitaiil  to  the  preservation  of  the  present  Crorcrument,  thedr 
waJbmaadoT  has  proposed  a  treaty,  in  which  Franec  ia  to  be 
inelnded^  and  Mr.  Lockhart  will  doubtless  receive  orders  ou 
dus  Mibject.  The  Swedes^  on  their  side,  still  eontinue  to  ex- 
dte  dtstnist  both  of  this  Commonwealtb  and  of  oursclives,  and 
dtlier  because  their  minister  b  oQeuded  at  the  declaration 
vKicii  France  has  made  that  she  will  not  assiat  their  King  if  he 
selects  peace,  or  because  he  thinks  he  can  persuade  England  to 
tabnea  her  interests^  by  awakening  her  jpalousv  of  other 
Stetea^  their  represcnt^ves  speak  of  us  with  little  gratitude 
far  the  bcnc^ts  their  country  has  received  from  his  Majesty. 
Our  peace  with  Spain  serves  them  as  a  fine  pretext  for  in- 
nnaating  that  the  Catholic  States  intend  to  combine  to  eifoct 
Ac  min  of  the  Prutestauta^  aad  partleularly  of  England.  .  .  . 
I  The  adnccs  which  Mr.  Lockhart  has  sent  from  Poitien 
hare  caused  the  llcpuhlicans  less  joy  than  the  Royalists: 
whatercr  eoa6deiiec  may  be  felt  in  the  friendship  of  France, 
there  is  ueverthcless  a  strong  appr^hensioQ  that  storms  are 
ing  abroad  which  may  hare  power  to  change  the  Govem- 
Dt  of  England,  with  which  every  one  expresses  great  dis- 
cootent ;  not  that  the  Commonwealth  is  generally  disapproved 
ofj  but  people  cannot  be  brought  to  believe  that  those  who 
Kiow  pc«ficss  authority  will  ever  consent  to  r^gn  it,  and  thoee 
even  who  are  most  opposed  to  a  mona_rcliy  declare  that  it 
would  be  better  to  recall  the  King  than  to  endure  such  a  go- 
vcnunent  as  is  now  projected*  Some  private  gentlemen  yester- 
day presented  a  petition  to  the  House,  tending  to  give  it  a  less 
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objectionable  form;  they  were  thanked  by  the  Speaker;  but 
although  »  part  of  that  assembly  agrees  with  their  opinions, 
no  resolution  is  adopted  in  regard  to  this  very  general  wish; 
it  is  deff-'rrccl  until  all  other  establishineuta  have  been  made. 
The  embodiment  of  the  militia^  in  all  the  counties,  is  the  moat 
important  step  that  has  been  taken  of  late  days  ;  many  arc 
persuaded  that  it  will  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  army ;  and  in 
fact  it  does  not  seem  p^bable  that  it  will  be  disabled  from 
undertaking  any  attack  on  the  authority  of  the  Parliament^  if 
ODce  the  people  arc  armed ;  the  Anabaptists  and  Quakers  are 
the  clashes  in  whom  the  greatest  confidence  ia  placed;  the 
Prcabyteriaus  murmur  without  revolting,  and  indeed  there  is 
not  so  much  talk  of  insurrection  since  the  tithes  have  been 
secured  to  the  ministers.  This  week^  from  information  given 
to  the  authorities^  strict  search  has  beeu  made  all  over  Lon- 
don, and  all  horses  were  seized  in  order  that  their  mastcra 
might  be  forced  to  come  and  claim  thcnij  but  no  suspected 
persoQS  were  discovered ;  a  very  rigorous  enactment  against 
the  Royahste  has  also  been  brought  imdcr  dcliberationj  and 
the  Act  of  Indemnity  is  still  in  suspense.  Orders  hare  been 
i&sued  that  all  persons  who  arc  oow  inhabiting  Whitehall 
must  leave  within  sii  days  j  this  order  cxt^-uda  to  the  Lord 
Richard  Cromwell^  and  in  order  to  secure  him  against  his 
creditors.  Parliament  has  taken  htm  under  its  protection  for 
six  months ;  his  brother,  Colonel  Henrj'  Cromwell,  has  arrived 
in  London  aud  pre^ntcd  himself  before  the  Council  of  State, 
which,  after  hearing  what  he  had  to  say,  gave  him  permission 
to  retire  to  one  of  his  country-houses.  The  East  India  Com- 
pany has  lent  a  large  stmi  to  the  Parliament,  which  was  de- 
voted today  to  the  payment  of  the  troops ;  measure*  are  still 
under  consideration  for  the  raising  of  larger  funds,  and  the 
royal  palaces  are  to  be  sold, — even  the  deer  of  Hampton  Court 
have  been  exposed  for  sale. 
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M.  PE    BOVDVATTX   TO   CaRDIXAL  MaZAAIK. 

Julf  29. 1659. 

I  am  still  in  Matu  tpto  &9  regards  the  Parliament,  and  the 
letters  I  have  received  from  M.  de  Brieune  give  oie  no 
1  to  deiiiand  an  audience  tintil  I  have  received  jronr 
orders:  t3ii«  coolness  has  aot  prevented  Sir  H.  Vane  and  two 
other  mimeters  of  the  Council  &om  coming  to  see  me  todaj ; 
afi£r  some  civilities  and  demonstrations  of  gratitude  for  the 
King's  feelings  towards  the  English  Government^  they  »poke 
to  me  about  a£rair5  in  the  Sounds  and  su^:ested  that,  as  the 
difficnhj  which  would  arise  in  regard  to  the  restitution  of 
Bonsliolm  and  Drontlieim  waa  of  ench  importance  that  it 
might  put  a  stop  to  the  proceeding  of  the  mediators  unless 
tliey  had  precise  instructions  from  their  superiors  on  the  sub- 
ject»  it  was  thought  adtisable  here  to  send  them  such  instruc- 
lUMift,  and  in  order  that  nothing  might  be  done  without  the 
ooncnrrence  of  France,  they  wished  to  know  my  opinion.  1 
declared  I  had  not  soffieientlj  accurate  information  on  thia 
point  to  give  the  required  explanation,  but  that  our  idea  had 
been,  when  we  agreed  on  the  treaty  signed  at  the  Ha^e,  that 
the  ministers  of  FrancCf  England,  and  Holland  should  adjoint, 
on  the  spot,  any  difficulties  that  might  arise  in  respect  to  this 
aocomiDodation,  acting  as  far  as  possible  in  conformity  with 
the  Treaty  of  Rocskiid,  wliich  however  did  not  prevent  them 
&om  satisfying  both  Kings  by  means  of  an  exchange  or  some 
other  recompcn^,  as  a  peace  of  this  nature  ought  not  to  be 
pootponed  for  the  sake  of  one  place  more  or  less ;  that  on 
tills  ground,  his  Majesty  would  not  gainsay  England,  if  she 
judged  it  necessary  to  adopt  some  expedient ;  and  it  would  be 
necewaiy  only  to  avoid  the  reproach  to  which  we  shotdd  be 
esposed,  if  we  contributed  to  rob  the  King  of  Sweden  of  con- 
quests whieli  he  made  during  the  first  war.  The  said  minis- 
tCTs  appeared  to  enter  into  these  views  more  by  their  eouutC' 
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nanw*  than  by  any  positive  answer,  us  they  merely  aeknow- 
Icdgcfl  tny  Bpctnli^  aud  assured  me  tbat,  hut  for  the  English 
fleet,  the  King  of  Sweden  would  have  been  overwhelmed  by 
hifl  enemies,  qs  he  well  knew.  The  end  of  this  4x>tiverBatioa 
vu  ft  ref^  positive  ussnraDoe  that  Dotbing  should  Ik:  dont* 
pithtT  nt  the  ilof^e  or  in  Zejilmid  without  preoauoert  with 
I1L8  Miijosty's  mi  meters,  and  that  it  was  the  intention  of  tht^ 
Pnrlinnicnt  to  pacify  the  northern  Princes  a»  quickly  as  po»> 
Hiiiie,  in  ortlcr  to  free  itself  from  the  great  c^tpense  of  main- 
taining the  Hcct.  I  also  gave  them  reason  to  ho^ie  tliat  the 
n»ini(*ters  of  France  would  co-operate  with  their  policy,  and 
thinking  I  might  lead  the  converaatiou  to  the  difficulties  in  re- 
spect to  my  ftuilif'uce,  1  jiassed  to  tlic  news  which  the  Council 
liad  received  from  Mr.  LiX'khtirt,  niid  iuquired  whether  he  bad 
not  yet  presented  his  credentials;  they  would  not  cuter  upon 
thi»  ftubjcct  howevcr>  and  after  telling  me  that  his  orders  wrre 
to  proceed  ti.»  Itayonne  aa  soon  aa  an  audience  had  been  granted 
him,  they  renewed  their  protestations  of  the  Parliainent's  de- 
sire to  li^e  on  good  terms  with  France,  and  to  act  tu  courcrt 
with  her  on  all  ocxrasions.  .   .  . 

There  have  been  some  great  alarms  during   the   last  (cw 
days;  tlie  army  was  believed  to  be  so  discontented  that  it  liad 
resolved  to  dissolve  Parliament  this  week;  but  thia  storm  ha» 
blown  over ;  this  misunderstanding  api)cared  to  proceeil  from 
the  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  Act  of  Indemnity,  the 
delay  in  the  payment  of  the  arrears  due  to  the  army,  and  the 
eBtabliiihmcnt  of  the  militia.    To  put  a  stop  to  tlicse  CMun  ^^M 
complaint,   the  Parliament  has   at  Icngtii  paflwd  an    Act  o^^ 
Indemnity^  or  approbation  of  all  that  was  done  under  the  Pro- 
tectors, with  a  rtiservation  of  the  honours  and  appoiulmeut^ 
then  conferred ;  it  had  dso  promised  Batisfaction  on  the  second 
point,  and  the  subaltern  officci-ft  have  been  persuaded  that  the 
militia  tended   merely  to  the   preservation  of  the   country 
agaiuBt  the  eucmicB  of  the  Government,  among  others^  the 
UoyolistSj  against  whom  an  act  of  banishment  is  projected, 
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wlkich  ifl  to  extend  to  those  who  have  been  already  allowed  to 
cumpuund  for  their  opinions.  AVhether  there  really  has  been 
vonte  plot  on  foot,  or  whether  it  was  onlj  thought  neceswuy 
to  make  belieTe  that  there  wa^  one,  great  searches  bftve  been 
i  ts(  late  days  throughout  London,  and  the  troops  have 
I  Qoder  arms  every  ni^ht.  ThU  rumour  is  quieted  today, 
ud  the  PaxLUment  appears  to  have  no  dlstmst  of  the  army ; 
but  it  has  nevertheless  roted  itself  a  guard  of  160  men. 
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M.  DX    BoRDEACrX   TO    M.  DE    BrISNNE. 

July  31.  L659. 


Sir, 

I  had  po^poued  until  today  sending  a  more  particular 
answer  to  some  points  in  the  letter  which  you  were  pleased  to 
write  to  me  on  the  SOtli  in&^tant,  and  as  your  letter  of  the 
27th,  whieh  has  since  reached  me,  relates  to  the  same  matters, 
I  shall  reply  to  both  together,  and  inform  you  that,  with  & 
view  to  conform  my  conduct  to  your  wishes^  and  to  ^ve  the 
Fttliomeut  an  opportunity  to  take  some  step  which  would 
pennit  me  to  make  another  application  for  an  audience  with^ 
oat  impropriety.  Sir  H.  Vane,  to  whom  I  addressed  myself, 
infonned  me  that  Mr.  Lockhart  had  met  with  so  good  a  recep^ 
tiOQ  in  France  that  it  was  only  fair  thai  they  should  treat  me 
with  similar  civility  and  seek  out  some  expedient  whereby  to 
satiaiy  me,  but  that  it  was  desirable  not  to  hurry  mattea 
nntil  the  arrival  of  my  freah  credentials,  which  Mr.  Lockhart 
aaaurcd  them  would  be  sent  to  me^  in  order  to  give  the  Par- 
bament  a  pretext  for  withdrawing  its  opposition^  and  comply- 
itig  with  my  demands.  This  speech,  accompanied  as  it  was 
by  offers  of  his  private  scnicea  in  the  buMnras,  would  lead  me 
to  expect  the  said  letters  if  your  last  despatch  did  not  appear 
to  me  to  disdaun  any  such  intention }  although  it  would  be 
the  moet  honourable  way  of  getting  out  of  thia  quarrel,  and 
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hin  Majesty  mighty  with  iess  inconveiiieucc,  send  au  obliging 
answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Parliament,  and  gw  mc  the  tMMne 
rank  ns  Mr.  Lockhort  holds,  thau  suffer  oquiUitT  to  be  «8teh- 
U«}ied  between  bis  ministers  and  the  enroys  of  States  of 
inferior  dignity,  e^jieeially  after  the  question  haa  oucc  been 
raisefl.  I  do  not  ri«»htly  know  what  ground  Mr.  L#ockIiart 
had  for  writing  that  he  hftd  dispoeod  the  Court  of  Fraiico  to 
take  this  step,  but  it  is  very  certain  tliat  the  KtigUsh  Goveru- 
nicnt  expeeta  it,  and  tlmt,  imtil  it  is  disabused  of  the  erroncoiu 
inipressioii,  very  fax  from  doing  anything  to  hasten  my  au- 
dienee,  it  will  delay  it,  as  it  »oe»  that  its  ambassa<lor  is  not 
IcsB  favoiu-ably  regarded  on  that  account.  Wherefore  it  nmsi 
not  bo  thought  that  I  am  treated  with  consideration,  and  I 
must  cither  submit  to  the  common  treatment  of  all  amba^ 
Badoi^  or  be  fumi»hed  with  crcdentiah  that  will  be  more 
agr^able  to  the  Parliament;  I  am  somewhat  impatient  to 
know  which  of  these  two  courses  will  be  judged  least  dis- 
honourable, that  I  may  be  able  thereupon  to  act  otherwise 
than  1  have  done  of  latCj  in  any  affaire  that  may  present 
themselves.  1  liud  taken  occasion  to  mention  to  Sir  11.  Vane 
the  statement  of  M.  de  Tboii  that,  on  the  ratification  of  the 
last  treaty  signed  at  the  Hague,  the  Parliament  had  forgotten 
to  give  the  King  his  proper  titles,  more  from  carelesBaem  than 
with  any  deliberate  purpose,  as  was  proved  by  the 
witli  wliich  I  obtained  an  as^umuce  that  the  act  should 
couched  in  such  terms  as  I  might  desire.  The  most  enlight- 
ened members  of  the  government  are  too  well  aware  of  the 
iinjKJrtanee  of  keeping  on  good  terms  with  his  Majesty  not 
to  endeavour  to  please  him ;  and  it  may  have  been  remarked 
from  my  deapatches,  as  well  as  from  the  language  of  Air. 
Lf)ckhart,  that  they  are  aniraatwl  with  this  determinarion.  1 
should  not  like  to  assert  that  our  treaty  with  Spain  does  not 
cauise  them  «ome  jealousy.  The  different  conversations  I  have 
had  with  certain  Ministers  of  State  lead  mc  to  btdicvo  that 
this  is  their  greatest  source  of  alarm,  and  it  would  be  strange 
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if  they  were  not  aJarmed,  on  hearing  all  the  report*  which  are 
in  ctrcalation.  So  that  if  their  ambassador  represents  them  to 
be  1^11  of  strong  confidence,  and  so  firmly  established  a»  to 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  interior  of  England,  his  k.n- 
^age  will  be  more  polite  than  tnithftd,  and  you  must  no 
more  believe  him  than  when  be  speaks  with  indifference  of 
peace  between  England  and  Spain  :  I  am  assured  that  such 
ft  peftoe  is  greatlj  desired,  and  Sir  H.  Yane^  at  his  tast  mit, 
made  no  mystery  about  it,  but  told  me  plainly  that  the  go- 
vernment had  no  desire  but  to  live  on  good  terms  with  all 
Dedghbouring  States  and  to  secure  tranquillity  at  home,  ss  it 
is  ooDTineed  that  it  will  never  be  respected  abroad  so  until  ita 
•nthority  is  &rmly  established  in  its  own  dominions.  So  long 
am  Mr.  liockhart  uses  language  Uke  this,  he  may  be  believed, 
but  not  if  he  affects  that  the  Parliament  is  superior  to  all  re- 
TETB^  of  fortune,  as  it  may  be  said  today  that  there  appears 
as  much  iDclination  to  a  change  as  I  have  e%'er  witnessed  since 
my  residenee  in  England ;  everybody  is  discontentetl,  the  in- 
clinations of  the  army  itself  are  greatly  divided,  and  but  for 
the  fear  that  division  might  bring  back  the  King,  the  troops 
would  not  so  long  have  deferred  expelling  the  Parliament, 
wliicb  in  itself  is  sufficiently  dia^mitod,  as  two  factious  have 
been  formed  in  it,  one  of  which  agrees  with  the  army,  while 
the  other  aims  only  at  miumg  it.  The  chief  officers  found 
themselves  accused  this  week  of  intending  to  replace  my  Lord 
Richard  Cromwell  at  the  head  of  the  government ;  the  charge 
has  been  heard  in  both  the  Council  and  the  Parliament,  but 
it  was  not  justified,  and  proved  to  have  no  foundatlou  beyond 
a  popular  rumour.  The  City  of  London  also  has  lately  es- 
presfted  its  dissatisfaction  with  the  order  of  Parliament  which 
compels  the  embodiment  of  the  militia,  and  presented  a  peti- 
tion praying  for  the  diminution  of  the  cavaliy  it  is  obliged  to 
fnmifth,  and  that  it  might  not  be  employed  on  any  eerrioe, 
without  the  consent  of  tlie  City ;  both  requests  were  refowd, 
and  the  City  obeyed.     There  has  been,  near  London,  an  iosor* 
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rcction  of  peaeaata,  to  quell  which  three  companies  i 
liave  been  seut.  If  the  Royalista  are  to  be  believed,  we 
daily  on  the  verge  of  &  general  iDsurrcction  of  their  paJtj?? 
{Uid  I  am  almost  persuaded  tliatj  if  they  thought  they  coiUd 
obtaiQ  ever  so  little  succour  ttom  abroad,  they  would  engage 
in  some  enterprise  against  the  Goverutnentj  which  has  vroa 
additional  uupopnlarity  from  the  calling  out  of  the  inJlitij^ 
which  is  at  oucc  burdensomfi  aud  unprofitable  to  the  people. 
This  IB  the  present  eondition  of  the  Parliament,  wbgee  meet- 
ings have  of  lute  produecd  no  rofiohition  of  importance;  it 
intends  to  apply  itself  nnrcmittingly  to  regulating  the  form 
of  the  government,  and  providing  for  the  public  wafety  and  for 
the  expcuacs  of  the  State.  1  learn  that  latterly  the  Coimci! 
baa  despatched  a  vessel  irith  instructions  to  the  fleet.  The 
Swedish  minister;^  in  great  alarm^  eanic  to  sec  me  on  tltc  sub- 
ject (although  for  eight  months  previously^  he  had  not  paid 
me  a  visit)  ^  and  did  all  he  could  to  obtain  from  itic  some 
explanation  of  the  intentions  of  the  English  ministry;  co 
jjlaiuiu^  that,  in  the  last  (xinfcronces  he  had  with  them^ 
exhibited  6ome  dispositioa  to  compel  his  maatctr  to  ^m 
some  of  tlie  advantages  secured  to  him  by  the  Treaty  of 
kild.  I  neither  ciu^d  nor  increased  bis  susiiictons,  but 
fined  myself  to  general  terms;  I  a^urcd  him  that  I  had,  in 
pursuance  of  the  King's  orders,  used  the  same  good  ofHi 
under  the  present  Government,  as  in  the  time  of  the  Pro 
tors,  to  induce  Kugland  to  arm  in  favour  of  hia  master,  not  iu 
order  to  promote  the  conquest  of  Uemuark  and  Poland,  but 
to  secure  him  against  the  numerous  enemies  that  this  war 
raisetl  up  against  him,  aud  to  procure  for  him  an  honoura 
peace;  and  thatj  as  the  mediators  were  now  on  the  spot,  Ih 
would  doubtless  neglect  no  means  of  satisfying  both  partii 
I  then  invited  the  said  minister  to  write  in  these  terms  to 
Coui't,  in  order  to  disabuse  it  of  the  impression  it  cnte 
that  we  were  thwarting  its  plans.  He  clearly  und 
that  I  meant  to  reproach  him  with  having  given  false  infor- 
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natiooy  and  endeavoured  to  justify  binuielf  by  disarowiDg 
all  ooanecUon  with  those  reports,  and  profea«uig  his  coniic- 
tion  that  I  had  acted  very  much  to  his  ma^ter^s  advatitage; 
bat  cirea  if  thia  he  hi»  opinion,  he  has  used  verj  different  lan- 
guage in  his  letters.  The  remainder  of  bis  conversation  left 
me  persuaded  that  his  master  would  not  consent  to  an  accom- 
modation with  Poland  so  readily  as  we  bclicvedj  if  he  is  obliged 
to  make  peace  with  Denmark.  1  informed  liim  that  France 
desired  one  no  less  than  the  other,  and  that  the  treatT  would 
be  aC  little  force  if  it  were  not  geueral.  This  reason  will  not 
bare  much  weight,  unless  it  is  seconded  by  the  necessity  of 
defening  to  the  wishes  of  other  nations;  and  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  England  does  not  interest  herself  so  mach  in  the  peace 
with  Poland  as  to  be  willing  to  press  it  as  warmly  a&  the  peace 
with  Duimiark,  in  regard  to  which  very  precise  instructions 
hare  been  given  to  the  English  plenipotentiaries;  and  if  those 
which  have  been  sent  to  them  lately  set  them  at  liberty  to 
leave  Drouthcim  and  Bomholm  in  the  hands  of  the  King  of 
Denmark^  which  I  think  is  very  likely  to  be  the  case,  he  will 
make  no  scruple  to  treat  without  his  alliesj  and  will  hare  a 
sufficiently  reasonable  pretext  for  doing  so;  this  is  the  opinion 
of  the  ministers  bcrc^  and  also  of  the  ambassador  of  Holland, 
who,  at  our  last  interview^  declared  to  me  that  the  Kiog  would 
very  senaibly  oblige  bis  superiors  if  he  would  give  orders  to 
hia  ambassador  to  acquiesce  in  these  conditions  of  peace.  I 
assured  him  that  M.  Terlon  would  a^'cc  to  anything  within 
the  bounds  of  propriety  in  order  to  satisfy  them ;  aikd  it  waa 
in  consequence  of  thia  conreraation  that  the  ministers  of  the 
Council  came  to  see  me  at  the  banning  of  the  week^  in  order 
to  learD  my  opinion  on  this  subject.  The  interests  of  the 
Elector  of  Bnndenbnrg  have  not  been  brought  under  oonsi- 
drration  ;  he  is  regarded  only  as  an  ally  of  the  Poles,  and 
tliercfore  his  accommodation  will  be  deferred  until  after  that 
of  Denmark,  which  the  great  expense  of  the  two  fleets  renders 
■     it  tiece^ary  to  hasten  forward  more  rapidly  titan  the  othcra. 
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In  regard  to  Portugal,  nothing  must  be  expected  from 
oouutry ;  declarations  have  often  been  made  to  me  that  they 
j^rtiestly  desired  the  preservation  of  that  crown,  but  not 
mach  38  to  Ik  wiUiug  to  continue  the  war  with  Spuin  ou  il 
account.     Wc  can  only  hope  that  the  Slatcs-Gcuei'aJ  may 
invited  to  make  peace.     When  iu  a  position  to  act^  I  shall  be 
able  to  use  my  good  offices  for  this  purpose  without  any  fear 
of  reproach.    I  do  not  see  so  much  necessity  for  eitertiiig  my- 
self on  behalf  of  the  Catholics ;  the  Farliamcut  exhibits 
intention  of  persecuting  them;  if  the  leaders  dared  to  do  i 
they  would  give  them  full  liberty.     Yesterday  a  propositii 
was  made  that  they  should  lie  relieved  of  the  taxes  they  nO' 
pay,  and  some  other  means  adopted  for  securing  their  fidelttyj 
but  there  is  great  apprehcusiou  of  too  strongly  exeititig  tlicrel 
tikc  clfiuiours  of  the  Prcsby  teriana  and  other  Sectaries^  who  see 
clearly  that  such  a  step  would  be  their  ruin,  oa  the  present 
disordera  in  religion  make  known  the  strayings  of  the  uati 
Soiuc  reports  have  he^'U  $^])road  that  the  King  waa  about 
persecute  his  Protestant  subjects,  but  these  rumours  rested 
such  little  foundatiQU  that  they  have  produced  no  imprcsaioi 
News  has  arrived  today  from  the  Sound  to  the  effect  that  t: 
King  of  Denmark  still  remains  firmly  rcsolvod  not  to  treat 
without  liis  aUies,  in  spite  of  all  the  endeavours  of  the  Dutch 
oommisaioncrs  to  alter  his  determination.     The  Englisli  com- 
missioners had  not  yet  arrived. 
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60.]  M.  nE  BoHDKAUK  TO  Cardinal  Mazakin. 

Auffuit  7,  1C60. 
My  Lord, 

The  letter  with  which  your  Eminence  has  honoured  me, 

dated  on  the  23rd  of  July  last,  gives  rae  reason  to  aasure  yoti 

that  my  conduct  has  been  iu  strict  conformity  with  your  or-i 

deis^  auil  tliat  it  haa  never  happened  to  mc  to  let  slip  any  cx-l 

presaion  capable  of  producing  jealousy,  nor  to  lead  the  lloval-J 
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nts  to  hope  that  the  King  will  support  their  designs ;  and  I 
■taiutain  tio  further  relation  with  them  (hau  is  ahsotutcly 
miuim'mij  in  order  to  enable  mc  to  keep  your  Eminence  in- 
fivmed  of  the  state  of  afiairs  in  England.  I  have  nothing 
to  iTfite  toda^f  except  that  there  is  a  great  disposition  to 
an  insarrectioiL,  not  so  much  on  the  part  of  the  Lords  who 
hare  aU  along  sided  with  the  King,  as  on  the  part  of  the 
^satry,  who  are  reputed  to  be  Preshyteiians  and  rather 
stronglr  inelined  to  a  republican  gD^*cmment;  and  it  is 
oertaii)  that,  since  the  re<^  of  the  Parliament,  the  gentry 
have  made;  great  calle<;tions  of  horses,  and  that^  according  to 
the  statements  whidi  have  been  prepared,  enough  have  Ijcen 
sent  ttook  London  to  supply  a  more  numerous  army  than  that 
of  the  Parliament ;  that  a  great  many  gentlemen  have  under- 
tAken.  to  furnish  a  number  of  men  in  proportion  to  their  wealth; 
that  they  have  made  a  division  of  the  English  counties,  and 
Ihatf  within  the  last  few  days,  each  man  set  out  for  that  county 
in  which  he  is  to  serve,  with  so  little  discretion  that  many  of 
Uiem  publicly  took  leave  of  their  &icnds  before  repairing  to 
their  posts*  I  have  also  been  informed  that  the  insunectiou 
was  to  have  begtm  at  the  cud  of  tbis  week,  but  it  has  been 
postponed  until  next  week,  for  want  of  munitions  of  war ;  that 
the  King  was  to  have  passed  over  into  England,  but  that  he 
has  been  advised  to  defer  his  coming  until  his  partisans  arc 
able  to  get  together  a  conHiderahlc  body  of  troops,  for  fear 
tliat^  if  he  came  sooner^  ah  the  forces  of  the  Commonwealth 
would  be  turned  against  him,  and  would  crush  him  before  as- 
sistance could  be  given  him,  which  would  entirely  ruin  his 
party ;  whereas  if  the  i^isurrcction  were  general,  antl  the  corps 
commanded  by  private  individuals,  the  defeat  of  one  wiU  not 
do  any  great  injury  to  the  reputation  of  the  party  or  prevent 
the  others  from  pushing  their  point.  It  is  said  that  the  Par- 
liament is  tolerably  well  informed  of  the  general  plan,  but  not 
of  the  details,  and  tliat  it  is  not  in  a  condition  to  prevent  it, 
as  it  has  not  sufficient  forces  to  guard  London  and  the  flat 
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ctjiintrj'.  Indeed  the  principal  men  in  Ibc  GoTcmment  cither 
ai%  or  affect  to  be  alarmed  ;  and  of  lute  days  both  the  Parlia- 
ment aiid  the  Council  have  Ijecii  occupied  solely  in  cudeaTOiu'- 
ing  to  ti\eri  the  evil  which  threatcufl  them.  An  Act  has  bcea 
pi^T?cd  to  compel  all  houfieholdcra  both  in  London  and  the 
country,  under  \'ery  severe  pcmaltiesj  to  seud  within  twcnty- 
foLir  hours  a  list  of  the  arm^  lji  their  possessiou,  and  of  the 
[X'rsous  under  their  roof.  Searches  have  been  made  iu  many 
]j)jioe-s  and  breastplatea  and  quantities  of  stcul  bulteta  haw 
been  found  in  the  houses  of  some  of  the  citizens.  Some  grn- 
tiemen  of  considcnible  importoucc  have  also  been  arrestiNJ  in 
the  coimtryj  whither  cavalry  haa  been  sent,  chiefly  iuto  the 
western  and  Bouthern  counties,  where  it  is  auid  that  the  insure 
rection  is  to  liegin.  The  Parliament  has  also  eontinucd  to 
give  orders  for  the  establi»lmieut  of  the  militia^  and  the 
fllreiigtheniug  of  the  old  troops  by  means  of  recruits.  S»ich 
is  the  ]irescat  disposition  of  England ;  every  one  is  waiting 
the  isfiUCf  and  many  imagine  that  the  Eoyidiats  will  be  want* 
ing  iu  courage  when  the  time  for  action  arrires,  as  moat  of 
tha«e  who  are  engaged  in  the  plot  are  too  rich  to  expose 
themselves,  unless  there  be  a.  divi&iou  in  the  army,  which  has 
too  much  interest  in  remaining  imited,  although  soiue  ct)rji# 
are  represented  as  being  wcll-iutcntioned  towards  the  Kiii^# 
cauijc.  Since  all  these  rumoura  have  been  atloat,  nothing 
nkore  has  been  said  of  the  misuudcx-stauding  bctwceu  the  chief 
officere  of  the  army  and  the  TarUamcnt*  lii  a  few  days,  this 
storm  cannot  fail  to  have  entirely  blown  over,  ns  the  impri* 
sontuciit  of  some  of  the  leaders  will  lead  to  the  dijicovery  of 
their  other  accompliecs ;  or  else  the  whole  of  Ku|rlaud  will  Ije 
in  arms.  Nevertheless  I  do  not  fail  to  expre**  to  the  CouncU 
an  equal  desire  to  sec  the  Parliament ;  and  on  leamiug  Irum 
M,  de  Brienue  that  yonr  Eniinoucc  thotiglit  it  acUnsable,  in 
order  to  satisfy  the  Pariiamcnt,  and  supply  it  with  a  pretext 
fur  paying  me  greater  honoiur  thun  is  paid  to  an  timbniwailnr 
of  IloUaud,  that  I  should  be  furnished  with  fresh  crcdcutiak, 
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Sir  H.  Vane  of  your  intention  toAaj,  and  begged 
oidesToor  to  dispose  tlie  House  to  act  ctnrespondingly 
I  i^rHinng  a  proceeding  on  tlie  port  of  hb  Majcstr  ;  be 
B  word  that  I  might  expect  all  poesiblc  civilities  thai 
tbe  Ftfiiaznent  could  pay  me,  aud  he  even  dwelt  at  great 
kn^  on  the  friendlj  feelings  of  that  assembly  towards  Frzmce, 
■hair  ¥11  might  be  its  fortune^  and  whether  England  coutt- 
■■ed  Ac  war  with  Spain  or  made  peace ;  upon  « Inch  last-named 
nfajept  1  mnst  here  report  that  some  other  ministers'  of  tlii:& 
State  hare  giren  me  to  understand  that  it  was  not  to  their 
adTaotage  to  retain  oouquc&ta  beyond  the  »ea ;  that  Dunkirk 
was  a  burden  to  tfian,  and  only  scrred  to  keep  up  misundcr- 
atandings  with  Spain ;  and  that  therefore^  if  their  advice  waa 
fcllowcd,  the  retetttion  of  that  town  should  not  stand  in  the 
«3T  of  peace.  This  is  the  opluion  of  certain  individuals,  and 
nnst  not  be  taken  to  represent  the  feeling  of  the  whole  body; 
but  it  u  ne\ertbcless  of  some  weight,  ajid  makes  it  evident 
tliat  an  accommodation  with  Spain  is  greatly  desired  here.  I 
have  also  asoertaincd  tliat  latterly  some  fresh  suspicion  had 
been  aroixsed  agimnst  France^  aud  I  am  told  that  it  is  founded 
QO  the  advices  given  by  Mr.  Lockhart  in  his  last  Letten:  to 
this  I  may  ascribe  their  euriostty  in  opening  the  dcspatcbea 
wbidi  arrired  far  me  by  today's  post,  among  others  your  £mi- 
neoce'e  letter,  the  contents  of  which  most  have  removed  ail 
dntmat. 

I  Iwve  nothing,  my  Lord,  to  add  in  regard  to  the  iDtemal 
aflairs  of  England,  as  the  Parliament  has  been  solely  occupied 
with  the  miUtia  question^  and  with  other  regulations  affecting 
tbe  domestic  security  of  the  State;  in  the  meanwhile^  it  has 
postpooed  its  deliberations  on  the  form  of  the  government, 
although  it  seems  to  me  that  if  a  peifcct  Commonwealth  were 
cfctabliehed,  it  would  appease  a  great  many  malecontents.  There 
ia  ttotliing  to  mention  respecting  foreign  afiaiis,  except  that 
the  ministers  of  Sweden  have  made  great  complaints  to  tiie 
Council  of  Slate  that,  after  having  involved  their  master  in  a 
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war  for  the  advantage  of  the  common  cause,  the  Commou- 
Hcolth  of  Enylatu!,  instead  of  supporting  liim,  had  oomhiutal 
with  the  Dutr)i  to  deprive  him  of  the  principal  advantage  be 
had  gained  from  all  his  laljoure.  This  ftpintcd  rcuiotifitr&noo 
has  not  led  to  anj  chau^  in  the  resolutions  which  had  pre- 
viously Ijeeu  adopted ;  and  Sir  H.  Vane  has  sent  me  word  that 
the  KiigUsh  pknipoteutiaric*  must  by  this  tiiiac  have  retx^ivnl 
the  liiat  instructions  sent  to  them  regarding  the  bailiwick  of 
Drontheim  and  the  400,000  riidoUars,  aud  that  they  would 
act  in  conformity  therewith  with  all  speed.  The  ambassador  of 
Portugal  has  this  week  demanded  an  audience  of  the  Council 
in  order  to  renew  his  propoAalB  of  the  eouncction  which  he 
had  nlrcmly  suggested  with  England^  ou  the  &ame  terms  aa 
his  Com-t  had  offered  to  France,  and  also  in  order  to  urge  the 
present  Govcramcnt  to  uac  their  good  offices  with  the  United 
Pruvijiccs  for  tlie  advauceinent  of  the  treaty  begiui  by  Don 
Fernando  dc  TcIIpr;  but  he  does  not  think  that  the  King  ia 
now  in  a  position  to  pay  so  dearly  for  itj  as  he  has  need  of  all 
hja  money  for  hia  own  maiuteuaiicc  :  I  do  not  notice  auy  dis- 
position to  give  him  a  vci-y  favourable  answer  on  the  firat  of 
liiR  proposals,  at  all  event*  until  news  has  been  received  from 
Mr.  Lockhiirt^  as  the  ijitcntion  of  the  Government  is  not  to 
engage  in  any  alliance  which  may  involve  it  in  ww.  . 


61,]         M.  DB  BoRoSAUX  TO  Cardihal  Maxarin. 

Amyust  II.  1QS«. 
My  Lord, 

I  proceed  to  comply  with  your  Eminencc'e  orders,  ne 

doubting  that  my  last  letter  must  have  excited  in  yon  sor 

curiosity  to  be  ijiformed  of  the  present  state  of  Knglajid 

The  Parliament  having  continued  its  endeavonrs  to  discovi 

the  particiiiars  of  the  jirojectcd  insurrection,  and  some  int 

ccptcd  letters  having  confirmed  the  Buapicion  that  it  waa 
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In^ak  oot  today,  measures  were  taken  to  prevent  it ;  and 
with  tliis  TieWj  tlie  gjeatcr  part  of  the  cavalry,  with  some 
picked  men  from  the  infantry  mounted  for  the  occasion*  have 
been  «eDt  into  the  various  counties  to  arrest  the  suspeeted 
Doblea.  Orders  have  also  been  issued  for  Betting  the  militia 
on  foot  with  all  speed,  and  the  rainisters  of  the  Council  have 
beea  authorized  to  invite  their  friends  to  take  up  arms.  At 
the  ^one  time  all  sorts  of  precautions  have  been  used  to  keep 
London  in  its  allegiance ;  both  the  old  and  the  new  militia 
have  been  under  arms ;  the  gates  have  been  guarded,  >15  well 
aa  all  other  outlets,  in  order  to  prevent  any  one  from  leaWug 
the  city,  which  it  waa  judged  neceesaiy  to  do  because  it  was 
diiCorerDd  that  the  apprenticca  and  many  artisans  intended 
%t>  ynn  the  disaffected  in  the  country,  and  had  been  secretly 
applied  with  money  to  obtain  arma  and  equipments  >  great 
researches  have  continned  to  be  made  throughout  the  city 
vith  a  view  to  secure  all  weapons,  to  such  an  extent  that  it 
ifl  no  longer  neccs&ary  to  keep  many  troops  there,  who  might 
be  needed  elsewhere  when  the  insurrection  begins,  No  re- 
nstanee  however  was  met  with  from  the  gentlemen  who 
have  been  arrested  ;  the  number  of  whom  is  already  so  great 
that  it  would  se€m  that  their  design  must  be  utterly  aban- 
doned. Those  who  arc  swd  to  be  engaged  in  it  are  young 
DkCEi,  urged  onwards  by  others  who  are  held  back  by  fear  of 
confiscation  (and  it  is  certain  that  since  the  last  movement 
in  England  there  has  not  been  so  much  dL&positiou  to  iosur- 
Fcetion  manifested  by  all  orders  of  the  people).  Theconspi^ 
rators  were  in  the  first  instance  to  assume  as  their  pretert  the 
restoration  of  those  members  of  Parliament  who  were  expelled 
before  the  King's  death,  in  order  to  render  it  more  favourable 
to  his  execution ;  but  the  real  object  is  only  too  eWdent,  as 
the  enterprise  is  conducted  by  Royalists,  and  an  amnesty  has 
already  been  published^  which  excepts  only  a  few  persons  who 
were  parties  to  the  death  of  the  late  King.  Some  reports 
have  been  spread  that  my  Lord  Richard  Cromwell,  who  is 
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now  living  in  retirement  in  the  country,  was  one  of  the  party, 
but  there  is  little  foimdation  for  the  statement,  although  some 
oflieci>s  of  the  army,  who  hatl  been  cashitTed  for  their  attach- 
ment to  his  interests,  have  been  arreted.  Among  the  pri- 
soners ii  the  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Bcrkehire,  who  was  cou- 
veying  a  letter  of  summons  to  a  gentleman  to  be  present  to- 
day at  the  rcndezrous.  There  i»  as  yet  no  other  prisoner  of 
mueh  imfjortancej  hat  it  ia  hoped  that  some  may  be  found, 
nml  that  the  public  treasury  will  profit  by  the  confiscations. 
This  is,  my  Lord,  the  present  state  of  England,  which  cannot 
he  said  to  Ix?  very  tranquil  j  luid  idthougb^  in  the  opinion  of 
the  most  scnMhle  persona  I  meet,  the  great  danger  is  past,  I 
may  safely  defer  g^^ing  any  posiH\*e  assurance  until  news  ar* 
rivus  from  the  proviiioe*.  The  Council  of  Stntc  has  had  no 
more  important  affair  to  treat  of  latterly,  and  the  Parliamcut, 
on  its  sidcj  has  been  occupied  merely  in  filling  up  the  com- 
missiona  in  the  m^iUtia,  and  in  making  some  other  dome^r 
re^ilatioiis  of  no  great  importance,  lu  three  days,  it  is  to 
apply  itself  to  the  formation  of  the  gowrnmeat,  in  order  to 
eft'aec  the  prcTailing  impression  that  the  leaders  of  the  House 
aim  ftt  pcrpt'tuating  their  tenure  of  aulhonty, — an  impresdon 
nhioh  alienates  many  minds.  I  am  still  Hwaicing  the  letter 
of  credence  which  M.  de  Brienne  led  me  to  eipect,  before  I 
request  an  audience.  No  new*  has  arrived  from  abroatl,  and  I 
hare  oidy  to  state  that  the  ambassador  of  HollAud^  this  morn- 
ing, communicated  to  me  that  his  superiors  have  ordered  him 
to  demand  of  the  Council  of  State  that  the  plenipotentiaries 
of  England  may  liavc  instructions  to  urge  the  King  of  Sv 
den  to  consent  that  England,  France,  and  the  Tnited  Provinc 
shall  fix  the  recompense  in  money  vhieh  Poland  is  to  pay 
the  restitution  of  the  towns  which  she  holds  in  Prussia.  I 
have  not  rejected  this  proposition,  nor  have  I  promised  lo 
Bupjiort  itj  but  if  anything  is  said  to  mc  about  it  by  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  Council,  I  shall  not  refuse  to  entcrtmn  overturn 
which,  without  injury  to  propriety,  may  expedite  the  pacifiea- 
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lioB  of  the  two  northern  Princes,  which  is  so  mnch  desired  hy 
lis  MajeetT. 


i 


62.]  AL  HE  BaaozAux  to  Cardinal  Mazariv, 

My  Lord, 

Tbe  news  receiTod  today  renders  it  certain  that  the  »ii9pii- 
CMOB  of  the  Paxliataetit  aod  the  reports  currently  afloat  were 
■ot  without  foundation.  It  is  tinquestioTULblc^  aud  the  in- 
teUi^uce  arrived  today^  that  Sir  George  Booths  one  of  the 
Bkembcrs  of  Parliament  who  were  expelled  hy  the  Repuhlicaa 
pwty,  taking  advantage  of  the  inclination  which  prevailed  in 
Cbesliire  in  ^rour  of  an  insurrection  against  the  present  Go- 
Temment,  haa  coUccted  a  great  number  of  gentlemen  together ; 
and  they  have  made  themselves  masters  of  the  City  of  Chester, 
the  chief  town  in  the  county,  not  very  strong,  but  krgc  and 
very  nseJiil  to  faU  back  upon.  The  governor  has  t^en  refuge 
in  tlie  caetle  with  a  few  soldierSj  but  without  any  hope  of  being 
Me  to  defend  it  until  the  arrival  of  succour,  as  there  is  no 
iniantTy  in  the  whole  district  or  its  neighbourhood-  Some 
people  are  also  in  arms  in  Lancashire,  on  the  borders  of  Che- 
shtre,  but  thoy  have  done  nothing  of  any  consequence  hitherto. 
The  Parliament  was  no  sooner  informed  of  it,  than  it  ordered 
Uuee  regiments  of  infantry,  under  Major-General  Lambert,  to 
•et  out  and  reduce  the  insurgent ;  and  this  very  afternoon 
«  soldiers  have  been  mounted  and  despatched.     The  con- 

aenccs  of  this  insurrection  are  dreaded  all  the  more  bccanse 
the  leaders  are  men  of  great  reputation  and  lai^  Ibrtune ; 
tlidir  declaration^  which  has  already  appeared,  makes  no  men- 
tion of  the  King,  but  only  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  and  pri- 
Tikiges  of  the  Parliament,  which  they  assert  have  been  nolated 
by  the  session  of  the  present  Parliament,  from  which  most  of 
the  members  have  been  expelled.     They  have  with  thcra  some 
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of  Am  most  iDnstiioiis  Presbrteri&n  miniatcrBj  and  in  tlie  ex- 
UuftaUoil  given  to  the  soldieTB  this  aftemnon^  tlic  preaoher 
infieighed  Tiery  vtrODgl J  Rgunst  aU  that  sect,  as  well  a&  agaiust 
ibe  King;,  wbo  has  been  very  near  losing  one  of  his  pnncipa] 
officers.   Colonel  Maasej;    the   Farliamentarian    troopa   hsu) 
cang^t  btm,  but  he  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape.    Thenc  liaic 
bees  no  movement  in  the  ootmties  round  alwut  London,  al- 
thongh  there  irere  some  rendezrotM  rery  near  the  metropolis  ; 
but  cavalry  having  been  sent  out,  few  persons  attended  llie 
meetings.     The  danger  will  be  greater  when  the  armv  is  away. 
Preparations  are  being  made  for  bringing  the  militia  into  the 
field  in  case  of  need,  and  paying  them  at  the  same  rate  as  tl^H 
regular  troopa  during  their  period  of  senice.     The  Parliament 
has  been  so  entirely  occupied  with  this  business  thai  it  has 
been  uuahle  to  deliberate  on  the  form  of  the  Government, 
Tiic  agreement  made  last  month  at  the  Hague,  in  order  to  ^4^1 
vaiicc  the  pacification  of  the  north,  i«as  ratified  two  days  ago; 
the  second  agreement,  whicli  binds  England  and  the  United 
Pro\^nccs  to  combine  against  whichever  of  the  two  Rings  shall 
rcfu»^  to  come  to  an  aceommodatioUj  has  not  yet  been  hrougfe^H 
under  discussion,  as  it  arrived  here  only  yesterday,  but  thertj 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the   Government  ivitl  approve  o^^ 
every  meaBure  that  will  facilitate  the  rctiun  of  the  fleet,  whu^^| 
is  more  necessary,  at  the  present  crisis,  off  the  coast  of  Eng- 
landj  than  in  the  Sound.     I  have  not  yet  received  the  letters 
of  credence  which  the  Count  de  IJricnne  was  to  send  me ;  after 
having  led  the  Governn*ent  here  to  cxpoct  them,  \£  they  did 
not  come  quickly,  the  delay  would  be  attributed  to  a  coolness 
occasioned  by  the  condition  of  domestic  affairs  in  this  coujitrj', 
of  nhich  I  shall  not  fail  to  inform  your  Eminence  by  cvcrv 
post. 
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I*]  M.  DE  Bordeaux  to  Cajbpinal  MAZimiN. 

Auffttft  IS,  1659. 
Mf  Lard, 

I  hare  still  nothing  to  communicate  but  the  continuatiOD  of 
insurrection  in  Cheshire ;  all  reports  state  that  the  iusur- 

it  party  ^ias  stiungth  every  day,  that  the  neiglibouring 
ooimtTof  Laucashirc  is  also  in  arms^  and  that  the  g;eiiei'al  feel- 
ing in  the  principality  of  Wales  is  not  at  all  more  faTourable 
to  the  Parliament ;  that  the  iusurgcnts  have  even  made  them- 
aelvea  masters  of  some  other  towna  and  castles,  but  of  no  place 
of  very  great  importance^  and  that  assemblages  are  taking  place 
in  many  other  counties.  This  news  may  be  })elieved  because 
it  is  not  denied  by  the  ministers  of  the  Govenmient^  and  it  has 
been  printed  that  the  insurgents  already  number  four  or  five 
thousand  men^  without  counting  those  in  the  Duchy  of  tjan- 
Caahi^.  To  disperse  them,  the  Parliament  last  week  sent  off 
three  regiments  of  infantry  and  as  many  of  tavalry,  who  will 
be  joined  by  other  troops  on  their  way  ;  the  rendezvous  is  at 
Coventry,  some  distanc?c  from  Chester,  on  the  27th  of  the 
month.  Major-General  Lambert  and  the  artillery  left  Loudon 
yesterday^  and  it  is  asserted  that  this  army  of  five  tliousand 
men  will  come  up  with  the  enemy  by  the  beginning  of  next 
w^k.  Colonel  Desborongh  has  also  been  sent,  with  other 
troope,  towards  tlie  western  oounties^  of  which  some  suspicions 
are  entertain©:!  ;  and  as  these  detachments  leave  London  and 
the  adjacent  counties  rather  unguarded,  commissions  are  being 
delivered  for  new  levies  of  volunteer  regiments.  The  three 
raiments  which  were  in  the  service  of  France  have  also  been 
9ent  for.  Meanwhile,  the  militia  of  this  city  are  under  arms, 
and  no  one  is  allowed  to  leave  London  without  a  passport; 
they  continue  also  to  arreat  the  nobility,  and  there  arc  no 
longer  prisons  enough  to  lodge  them  in ;  this  precaution  seenu 
to  have  been  quite  necessary,  as  it  is  certfun  that  gatherings 
were  to  have  been  made  in  several  places  near  at  hand,  if  the 
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troops  had  not  appeared  at  the  rendeavoii*.     There  arc  son 
iUpAtriouB   Prcftbytcrian   k'Eirlcra  who    i^auriot   be   found,  bc 
whose  alweiinc  oeeasJotis  great  umbrage,  as  thry  arc  persons 
considcrahlp  nillui'iinc  aiid  kuowD  to  he  flisaflcctetl.      Gcacr 
Fairfax,  who  had  gone  to  the  Bath,  has  been  sent  far,  and  hi 
returned  to  London.     The  late  Protector  haa  also  cleared  hir 
self  of  the  siispinojis  entertained  against  him  ;  but  some  cif  tl 
officers  who  were  eaaliicred  on  account  of  ttitnr  attajclinicut 
hia  interests  cannot  be  found,  and  some  have  been  taVen  who 
hove  not  denied  their  complicity  in  the  con9pirjM!y ;  the  coi 
sequences  of  which  will  notj  it  seems,  be  so  very  much  to 
fcRTcd  imlcas  London  engagesi  in  the  rerolt.     The  ma%*or  ai 
many  other  citiaens,  especially  the  Sectaries,  are  very  faithfid 
to  tlie  Government ;  but  the  Presbyterian  part)%  who  nremuc 
more  numerous  and  iuflncntiaJ,  are  diaeatiaficd,  and  their  mi 
niatera  do  not  fail  to  foment  their  discontent.     A  pro]>opitio 
has  been  made  to  the  Common  Council  to  present  to  Parlian 
a  iKJtition  tendinis;  to  the  same  objects  as  the  dcclamtion 
Sir  G.  Booth,  which  professes  submission  to  a  free  ParliamcB 
and  asserts  that  the  present  Parliament  cannot  exercise 
legitimate  authority  because  the  greater  number  of  ita 
bers  have  been  cspclled  from  it.     This  i*  the  Kubstaucc  of  tl 
documents  published  in  his  name,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  rep 
to  them.     If  the  Common  Council  adopted  the  same  riews, ' 
would  be  difficult  to  refuse  this  demand  ;  but  sjtreuuoiia  effor 
arc  being  made  to  banish  the  idea  wlueh  some  mav  cntcrt 
of  doing  so,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Presbyterian  ministef 
who  are  greatly  interested  in  this  insmrfjctionj  to  which  some 
of  them  have  excited  the  people  as  though  it  were  a  holy  war. 
Those   in   Loudon   preach   up   nn  aecomraodation,   and   th< 
rightly  dread  the  downfall  of  a  pai'ty  which  will  doubtless  tl 
volve  their  own  party  iu  its  ruin. 

During  the  last  few  days,  the  Pai'liaiucnt  has  been  solely  i 
cupicd  in  giring  orders  with  regard  to  the  present  crisis ; 
proposition  was  made  t(*  give  Majnr-General  Lamliert  poi 
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to  make  on  acoonamodatiou  i^'ith  the  iufiurgeuts^  but  this  sug* 
ytion  WIS  not  followed  up ;  there  has  aliso  been  some  dcU- 
bentiotx  u  to  restoring  a  certain  officer  of  the  anuy  who  had 
latehr  bees  cashiered^  on  the  assurance  given  by  Lieutenant- 
General  Fleetwood  of  hLs  affection  to  the  Co  omit  m  wealthy  but 
even  his  stipptoit  failed  to  ^n  the  object ;  and  the  aversion 
mt  by  the  Parliaiuent  towards  those  ol£eer%  who  were  favour- 
able to  the  goremment  of  a  single  person,  excites  feelings  of 
jealonsjr  agauiBt  even  Lambert^  who  would  not  hacc  beeti  em^ 
pkijed  tmlcss  the  officers  had  expressed  a  desire  to  hare  him 
to  eommand  them, 

I  hare  only  today  received  my  new  credeutiab,  and  as  M . 
de  Bneune  informs  me  that  your  Eminence  deems  it  Btting 
that  I  should  not  take  an  audience  unless  the  Fariiament  makes 
a  difference  in  the  manner  of  uiy  reception^  it  will  be  a  subject 
of  Dc^tiation  with  the  mimsters  of  the  Council  to  induce  them 
to  agree  on  some  distinction  proportionate  to  the  dignity  of  his 
Majesty  and  of  Prance. 

I  do  not  team  that  auy  news  has  arrived  firom  the  Souud  of 
late  daySj  or  that  anything  remarkable  has  occmred  except 
the  death  of  the  Friacc  of  Wiirtcmbcrg,  who  was  in  France  last 
winter. 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  your  Eminenee  did  me  the 
hoooar  to  write  to  me  ou  the  1st  of  the  month :  the  contents 
merely  give  me  occasion  to  add  that  thete  is  now  no  talk  of 
any  sale,  and  that,  when  any  resolution  ia  come  to  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  wil]  use  ail  diligence  to  inform  your  Emincuoe  of  it,  and 
1  beg  yon  to  be  so  good  as  to  give  M.  de  Villars  the  orders 
which  you  have  lately  led  me  to  hope  for. 

I  have  just  heard  that  uews  has  just  reached  the  Council, 
with  the  assurance  that  the  number  of  the  insurgents  is  lar 
Ion  than  was  thought,  and  camiot  at  most  be  more  ihaa  two 
I      Uioiiaa&d  men. 
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M.  PI  BoBDKArx  TO  M.  DK  BsiEKicm. 


A^fu^  18,  li 


1  tkave  recmed  the  two  letters  wtd&vhicfajonhav 
mc,  dated  oniheMiof  Augovt,  aod  ^ccomponjiiig  tbe  King's 
letter  to  tlie  PariiamcnC ;  the  cootents  of  the  former  oonitmi 
mj  cxpectAtioo  tliat  it  would  be  UKiagtit  th&t  T  did  turt  act 
unvificly  in  making  %  difficnhr  aboQt  being:  treated  on  m 
eqoalitT  with  the  ambaasador  of  the  United  Provinces,  tad 
that  it  13  atiU  hia  Bmiiience*ft  opiuioD  that  I  ought  to  insist  on 
the  nnmber  or  ran)c  of  the  mcmben  who  are  to  escort  me.  I 
shall  endearotir  to  make  the  ministers  of  the  Council  agree 
on  doing  this  before  I  take  mj  audienoe^  and  it  will  not  be 
long  delayed  if  Mr.  Lockhaxt  spoke  in  pursnance  of  orders 
from  his  superiors  when  he  promised  all  kinds  of  satisifaction. 
It  woidd  seem  moreover  that  the  present  Government  is  not 
iu  a  position  to  refuse  a  civility  which  will  be  absolutely  re- 
quired by  Fr&nce.  .  .  . 


65.] 


M.  DE    BoBUBArX  TO  Ca&disal   MjUaJtIM. 


My  Lord, 
The  last  posts  have  not  brought  me  any  letters  finom  yoi 
Eminence,  neither  have  I  had  auy  uews  from  the  Parlianieut, 
although  the  Speaker  announced  that  1  had  new  credentials 
to  present ;  wherefore  I  have  only  to  inform  your  Emineurf 
of  what  has  occurred  iu  England  siuce.  my  last  letter  was 
written.  The  advices  which  have  arrived  from  Chester  and 
ita  neifhhourhood  aiisert  that  Sir  George  Booth  is  gaining 
atrength  every  day  by  the  junction  of  many  persona  of  qualitj*, 
and  that,  \x\  order  to  favour  the  designs  of  tho!«  who  we: 
williug  to  take  up  armSf  he  had  sent  parties  into  the  a<ljaee 
I'ounticSj  one  of  which  parties  has  been  ix:p(dsed  hy  tlic  Pi 
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luuoent'ft  troops,  and  lost  eight  prisoners ;  that  he  has  exace 
drawn  n^  Liverpool,  a.  town  near  Chester,  the  fortificationa 
of  wtucb  have  been  demolished  by  order  of  the  Parliament ; 
tliat  in  other  counties  nearer  London,  certain  gentlemeu  hare 
Mwrmblcd,  among  others,  in  Leicestershire,  where  the  Earl  of 
StaonfiM,  Sir  George  Booth's  father-in-law,  has  made  himself 
niaalet  ol  a  very  defetksible  ca&tle.  There  was  also  a  rendes^oua 
at  a  phioe  thirty  milc»  Irom  Loudon,  not  many  days  ago,  at 
which  Mr.  Mordanut,  who  made  aU  those  journeys  into  Flan- 
ders, and  the  brother  of  M.  Dauhi^y,  were  present,  with 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  otHcT* ;  the  district  militia  dispersed 
them,  and  took  some  of  them  prisoners,  bat  not  the  leaders; 
there  have  becu  similar  me«^tings  in  other  counties  vrith  the 
bke  success  ;  and  the  ParHamcnt,  having  been  informed  that 
one  was  to  be  held  very  near  London,  and  that  the  leaders  had 
not  yet  left  the  city,  liad  them  arrrated  and  sent  to  the  Tower 
on  the  day  before  yesterday ;  the  Earl  of  Oxford  is  one  of  the 
namher.  Pleasures  are  still  being  taken,  in  all  the  counties, 
to  oecnre  die  persons  of  the  nobility,  who  arc  thought  to  be 
generally  disaffected  towards  the  Govemment,  and  pledged  to 
take  part  in  the  insurrection.  As  to  London,  it  h  certain  that 
it  warn  disposed  to  follow  this  example,  and  that  Major  Brown, 
formerly  a  dealer  in  vrood,  was  to  hare  placed  himself  at  the 
head  of  the  maJecontents ;  but  the  scheme  having  been  di^ 
ooTCTcd,  their  meastiies  were  frustrated;  and  the  2500  in* 
&atry  who  occapied  the  town,  in  addition  to  the  militia,  whose 
oflioen  are  well-aflected  to  the  Government,  and  the  difference 
of  opinion  which  prevails  among*  the  citizens,  seem  likely  to 
keep  the  metropolis  in  subjection,  unless  the  insurgents  in  the 
country  shoidd  make  some  oonsiderablc  progreB»,  and  gain 
OTCT  a  portion  of  the  regular  troops.  The  Parliament  mean- 
while oontiiiues  to  levy  volunteer  regiments  among  those  Sec- 
taries who  have  offered  to  serve  it, — Independents,  Anabap- 
tists, Millennarians,  and  Quakers;  according  to  the  present 
idaOy  a  ooips  will  be  fonued  of  them,  in  additioa  to  those  who 
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vill  be  eurolted  in  the  militia  of  the  countrTj  of  nbicU  th 
OovemTTient  ia  already  beginning  to  make  use.     Tlio  Prcshy- 
lerian  miuisters  iu  several  jilaces  are  doing  their   utmost  to 
cwnte  the  people,  and  whether  wc  regard  their  conduct,  or 
eou&idcr  Sir  George  Booth  and  the  other  leaders  who  hav 
joined  him,  tlie  war  mnat  \w  partmlly  imputed  to  them  ;  it 
np|K'ar»  that  there  ore  few  M  H<^jyali»l«  iu  arms,  and  ^c^inel 
even  eccm  to  be  rather  jealous  of  all  this  being  douc  withou 
tlieir  co-opcratiou,  so  that  they  are  utterly  cardew  about 
i»aue,    which    the    Govprnment    partly   e]ti)ect    will    be    \er 
itpeetlily  fai'ourable  to  theraselTes ;  they  wtU  not  admit  that 
there  are  more  than  four  thousand  men  in  arms,  most  of  them 
cavalry  and  noblemen,  against  whom   Lambert  is  leading  si] 
or  seven  thousand  men,  partly  veterans  of  the  old  army,  and 
jMutly  country  troops  which  have  had  orders  to  join  him  ;  \vb\ 
niuat  now  be  near  the  enemy ;  and  the  city  of  Cheater,  which 
haa  otily  dry  walls,  without  rampartft,  is  not  thought  to  he 
easily  defensible,  especially  us  the  castle  still  holds  out  for  the 
Farliaracnt,     But  the  Royalists  assert  that  SirGeoi^  Hooth 
has  serea  or  ei^ht  thousand  men  well  armed,  that  his  infant 
is  aa  good  aa  the  Parliament's  infniitry,  that  the  countrv  is^ 
strong,  that  it  will  therefore  be  difficult  to  force  him  to  pivG, 
battle,  and  that  by  protracting  the  war,  the  other  counties 
England  will  be  able  to  arm  against  the  Parliament,  as  tl 
number  of  maleconlcnts  increases  daily,  for  want  of  the 
tabliahment  of  a  form  of  government  iu  wliirh   each,  in  hil 
turn,  might  take  part.     It  is  not  easy  to  form  a  certain  judg-^ 
ment  on  such  varying  opinious  and  statements ;  I  can  oiill 
say  that  public  feeling  ia  very  unfavourable  to  tlie  Parliament;^ 
that  every  one  is  preparing  to  stir,  and  that  if  the  Parlinmcut 
sulfercd  the  slightest  disgrace,  it  would  have  great  difficulty  ii 
getting  over  it;  for  it  is  even  jealous  of  Lambert,  and  anticij 
pates  that  he  will  follow   the  esample  of  the  deceased  Pr 
tcctor,     There  is  reaison  to  believe  that  the  first  news,  receive 
from  Lambert  will  pjiable  us  to  judge  of  the  proliable  dura. 
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tk>o  of  thia  war^  nrhich  holds  all  minds  in  suapeuse;  and  rea- 
sonably eaoughj  as  the  niiu  of  one  of  the  two  parlies  ia  at 
•tJikej  and  chiefly  that  of  tht;  Presbyterians,  who  form  the 
mflet  powerful  body  in  England,  as  the  others  are  neither  eo 
nespectablCj  nor  so  numerous.  There  was  a  mmour  of  some 
movement  in  Ireland,  but  I  do  not  hear  that  it  ha^  been  con- 
firmed. Complete  ti^nquillity  prevails  in  Scotland,  and  orders 
have  been  sent  to  General  Monk  to  send  two  of  his  regimenta 
into  England.  There  was  a  report  that  General  Montague 
had  been  removed  from  his  c»mmand  by  the  plenipotcntiariea 
of  the  Parliament,  but  this  haa  been  refuted  today  hy  the  ar- 
rival of  aa  express  with  despatches  £rom  them.  The  letters 
which  M.  Terlon  ha*  sent  me  by  him  inform  your  Eminence 
of  the  state  of  affaire  in  the  north,  in  regard  to  which  it  docs 
not  appear  to  me  that  any  change  has  occtirred  herCj  although 
the  ministers  of  Sweden  complain  very  loudly  of  the  last  con- 
ventions between  the  two  Republic* :  it  is  eaid  that  the  King 
of  Sweden  will  endeavour  to  avoid  any  settlement  until  winter, 
in  the  hope  that,  when  the  two  fleets  find  tbemsclveft  obliged 
to  retire,  he  will  be  lefl  at  full  liberty  to  complete  the  con- 
quest of  Zealand.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  add  that^  ac- 
cording to  some  report*!  Mr.  Lockbart's  letters  have  excited 
MBie  hopes  here  that  your  Eminence's  journey  to  the  frontier 
trouU  not  meet  with  all  the  success  that  France  anticipates 
fiom  it :  I  am  wiUing  to  believe  that^  even  if  &uch  information 
haa  been  given,  it  will  prove  to  be  ill-fouaded. 


M.  DE    BOKDEAVZ    TO   CaBDINAL    MA2ARrN. 

AuffuMt  3h  16G&. 
My  Lordj 
I  have  not  yet  Been  the  Parliament,  as  I  did  not  think  it 
advisable  to  demand  an  audience  until   I  had  arranged  the 
method  of  my  reception  with  aome  ministcrfi  of  the  Council. 


IT.MTRTBAT1VE    LKTTBB8. 


Sir  Uarry  Vane  ami  another  came  to  ace  me  yesterday  ;  they 
folly  agrtxd  with  mo  aa  to  the  distinction  vrhich  1  auert 
ougbt  to  be  made  between  the  ambassadors  of  France 
those  of  other  State*  of  inferior  dignity,  and  professed  tha 
the  Parliament  held  itself  bound  to  make  a  suitable  return  to 
the  civilities  recrived  by  it«  aml>assador ;  but  they  conld  not 
conisent  to  the  diBtinctiona  wliicli  I  proposed  to  them,  and 
even  declared  that  the  Council  of  State  waa  not  authorized  ta 
deliberate  on  this  subject  until  it  bail  been  formally  referred 
to  It  by  the  Parliament;  and  they  de&ired  that,  in  order  thatj 
that  this  step  might  be  takcu,  1  should  inform  the  Sjicake 
that  I  had  received  roy  new  credentials,  and  that  bis  Mi^esty 
expected  that  I  should  be  treated  with  as  much  civility  oa  Mr. 
Loekhart  had  met  with  in  France.  1  made  no  scruple  to  fol- 
low up  tliis  overture;  and  if  the  feeling  of  the  Parliament  i| 
really  such  as  the  above-mentioned  ministcra  represent  it, 
some  expedient  will  soon  be  found  for  terminating  this  dis- 
pute to  oiir  mutual  satisfaction,  1  availed  myself  of  this 
interview  to  aacertaiu  what  resolutiona  had  been  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  affairs  of  the  north,  and  I  waa  assured  that  the 
Parliament  has  approved  of  the  last  convention  eutcred  into  at 
the  Hog-ue  between  Mr.  Downing  and  the  eommiaaionera  of 
the  StatCB'Generalj  that  tlie  plenipotentiaries  of  England  also 
had  orders  to  urge  the  King  of  Sweden  to  leave  his  claima  to  the 
places  which  he  poascsses  in  Prussia  in  the  hands  of  the  media- 
tore,  but  not  to  go  so  far  as  to  make  the  declarations  which 
are  to  be  conveyed  to  him  in  order  to  bring-  the  treaty  with 
Denmark  to  an  end ;  in  regard  to  which  1  was  told  that  the 
two  Kinga  complained  equally  of  the  two  Republics^  but  that 
England  was  not  in  a  conation  to  act  otherwise,  or  to  main- 
tain her  fleet  longer  at  sea.  Wherefore  we  naaVj  witli  good 
reason,  expect  that  this  treaty  will  snon  be  completed.  I  also 
obtained  the  consent  of  the  said  miuijiters  to  the  alterations 
necessary  in  the  ratification  of  tlie  treaty  signed  at  the  Hague ; 
and  thoy  excused  themselves  for  the  delay  on  tlie  ground  of 
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the  great  amomit  of  bofiinesA  irhicli  the  Coancil  ha»  latterly 

had  to  attend  to.     After  I  had  obtained  from  tliem  aU  the 

esplanatioaa  I  desired^  tber  aaked  me  for  aews  of  what  waa 

paaring  between  TOur  Eminence  and  Don  Ifonis  de  Haro,  and 

oomplamed  that  they  bad  received  none  since  the  1^  of  the 

month ;  and  they  then  proceeded  in  some  sort  to  reproach  me 

for  the  disposition  which  prevailed  in  France  to  assUtthe  King 

of  England  aa  soon  as  peace  ehould  be  signed  with  Spain. 

bani^  these  rcmarke  on  certain  information  which  they  said 

th^  bad  lately  received,  that  preparatioua  were  already  being 

made  in  our  ports  for  euch  an  eipedition.     I  afisurcd  them 

that  these  snspieions  could  only  be  suggested  by  common  euc* 

mi^  of  France  and  England ;  that  it  was  not  to  be  presamed 

that  the  King  would  give  up  a  war  which  might  be  productire 

of  great  advantages  to  him^  in  order  to  engage  in  another 

against  hia  own  allies  and  of  no  poaaiblc  utility  -,  and  that  the 

Parliament  might  Rafely  therefore  give  its  undivided  attention 

to  its  domestic  difficulties  and  the  diseontcntA  of  the  City  of 

iLondon.     This  answer  ^ve  the  ministers  oocanon  to  speak 

of  their  own  afiatrs^  and  they  appeared  to  be  ftdl  of  confidence 

that  the  City  would  not  rise,  and  that  Sir  George  Booth's 

party  was  not  in  a  condition  to  withstand  the  troops  under 

the  command  of  Lambert  ^  they  also  gave  me  an  exaggerated 

st&tement  of  the  gr<!at  forces  which  the  Parliament  now  has 

on  footj  and  of  the  great  dangers  from  which  it  had  formerly 

emerged,  thongh  with  less  power  bo  meet  them^  as  it  now  has, 

indading  the  mi!iti%  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  men 

under  arms.     I  assured  them  that  the  King  woold  rejoice  to 

hear  they  were  in  so  good  a  condition^  and  tliat  tranquillity 

was  being  restored  in  England ;  such  is  not  the  case  yet  how- 

evCTj  as  the  insurgents  are  not  dispersed,  and  their  number  is 

said  to  be  more  considerable  than  the  Government  admit ;  it 

is  true  that  we  do  not  hear  that  they  have  yet  executed  any 

attei|irise,  or  even  reduced  the  castle  of  Chester ;  they  have 

remiuncd  satisfiedj  up  to  this  time,  with  sending  out  parties  to 
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c(^oct  amiB,  ooiiiiii;  some  few  castles^  and  exciting  the  peopie^ 
who  have  become  cooler  than  th<*y  nppmred  at  firsi,  nnoc  the 
approach  of  the  army ;  but  even  if  thU  ongioal  warmth  hu 
not  poiMCfl  uway,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that,  except  br  ei- 
trmjnUimry  good  fortimc,  the  iDfturgents  will  he  able  to  defend 
tlu'inselvtnt  againM  all  the  troopa  of  the  ParUament;  and 
iiu'ordiiigly  they  expected  other  countjes  to  take  up  arms  at 
the  fiarae  time,  and  particularly  the  City  of  London,  which 
nould  doubtleea  have  riseo  but  for  the  energetic  meaftuiea 
taken  to  prevent  it.  On  the  day  before  yeatenlay.  gn-at  alann 
waa  again  felt  about  London,  and  the  Council  of  State  aetit  lor 
the  Mayor  and  Sherifls;  the  President  made  themas|)eech  od 
the  dangers  to  which  the  whole  nation  had.  liecu  exposed  il 
consequence  of  a  design  which  had  )K'en  formed  to  pillage  the 
town^  and  pointed  out  to  them  the  reid  motives  of  the  insur- 
rection in  Cheshire ;  the  coticlnsiou  of  Wia  discourse  was  ut 
invitation  to  tbem  to  co-operate  with  the  Parliutni'^nt  to  pm- 
vcnt  such  great  evih ;  and  then  he  read  to  them  an  aet 
Parliament  which  declares  Sir  George  Booth  aud  all  his  \m 
tiaans  or  adherents,  traitors  to  the  State.  Tliis  Act  was  aflrt*- 
wards  read  at  various  places  in  the  city,  in  presence  of  the 
Mayor,  and  at  the  head  of  two  squadrons  of  cavalry ;  and 
whether  this  resolute  proceeding  iutimidated  the  citizc&a,  or 
the  fear  that  the  mob  might  avail  themselves  of  the  oppor- 
tunity to  piUage  the  town  led  them  to  alter  their  resolution, 
tlie  night  of  Tuesday,  which  was  to  have  produced  a  great 
insurrection,  proved  as  tranquil  as  previous  nights ;  the  P«x- 
liaracnt  however  does  not  neglect  to  take  precautions  a^nst 
the  ill-feeling  vluch  still  prevails ;  aad,  in  consequence  of  the 
o9cr  of  the  Sectanes  to  take  arms,  it  has  ordered  the  raising 
of  three  regiments,  one  of  which  will  be  commandod  by  Sir 
H.  Vane.  Those  troops  which  have  come  from  France  liovp 
also  cutcrcd  London,  and  uo  suspected  person  is  U'ft  nt  lilx^rtj 
If  the  Presbyterians,  who  arc  tliought  to  l>e  interested 
niuiutaining  Sir  G.   Booth^s   movement,  intend  to  make 


My  I»rd» 
As  the  letter  with  which  tout  Emiuetice  honooreil  me  on 
the  14th  of  August  speaks  only  of  the  difficulties  which  pif- 
•entcd  themselves  in  the  way  of  mv  reception,  I  shall  reply  to 
rt  bj  informiDg  tou  that,  on  the  day  before  yestendaT^  I  was 
acqTuinted  by  the  Master  of  the  Ccremomes  that  the  Pajlia- 
roeut  wooJd  give  me  an  audience  thia  momingj  and  that  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  Genera!  Fleetwood,  and  Sir  H.  Vane  would 
conilurt  roe  to  it.  The  last  two  did  not  make  their  appear- 
ance^ and  the  Earl  of  Sahsbnry  and  Sir  T.  Wentworth  of* 
ficiated  in  their  steacL  In  addition  to  the  difference  which  was 
Bade  m  the  rank  of  these  deptities^  in  acoordaiice  with  my 
original  desire^  the  Parliament's  oompooy  of  Guards  was  ander 
aama  in  the  courtyard  of  Westminster ;  tern  the  entrance  of 
vUdi  to  the  steps  which  lead  into  the  House  of  Parliament 
through  tiic  great  Hall,  there  were  two  files  of  muaketecrs 
move  than  attended  at  the  audience  of  the  ambassador  of  Hol- 
land, or  eren  at  that  of  the  Portugese  ambassador.  There 
were  alsoj  in  the  room  in  which  I  rested^  an  arm-chair  and  an 
extraoHuiary  carpet ;  the  remainder  of  the  ceremony  took 
(dace  in  the  usual  manner ;  and  after  having  paid  my  oompli^ 
ment  and  preseuted  the  King's  letter^  together  with  my  own 
■peech  in  French  and  EngUftb,  the  Speaker  gave  me  no  other 
anawer  but  that  he  would  inform  the  House  of  what  I  liad 
«aid.  T  postpone  ontil  another  day  informing  you  whether 
the  Parliament  was  satis^ed  ;  a»  it  may  be  that  the  sentiments 
of  the  whole  body  may  have  been  dilTcreut  from  those  of  the 
members  who  conducted  me  home^  or  that  even  their  appro- 
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btttion  may  have  been  a  m«r«  effect  of  oomplBiaance :  as  they 
expressed  to  me  great  fiati^faction,  I  also  oa  my  part  professed 
entire  satisfaction  with  the  dvilities  of  the  Parliament*  and  a 
great  part  of  our  converBatiOD  both  in  going  and  rctumiug  waa 
only  a  mutual  protestation  of  the  desire  feU  by  both  the  King 
and  the  Coiumouwealth  to  maintain  a  perfect  correspondcnec 
Iwtwcen  the  two  Statea.  The  remamder  of  our  conversation 
will  make  you  acquainted  with  the  prcaejit  ooadition  of  Eng* 
land.  They  aasurod  me  that  thi*  Tcry  morning  the  Parlia- 
mcut  had  received  confirniation  by  letters  £rom  General  lom- 
bcrtj  of  the  news  which  was  brought,  on  the  erening  of  the 
day  before  yesterday,  of  the  defeat  of  Sir  George  Booth  and 
hia  adherents,  which  took  place  on  Thursday^  the  28th  oltimOf 
at  about  eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning  near  the  town  of 
Northwich,  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  Chester.  Befoitr  ejiga- 
ging  battle,  Sir  George  had  seut  to  propose  an  accommodation 
in  order  to  prevent  bloodshed,  and  had  offered  to  submit  to  a 
free  Purliament.  General  Lambert  replied  that  his  orders 
merely  gave  him  power  to  fight,  that  he  could  grant  oo  ac- 
commodation uulcsG  he  laid  down  his  arras^  and  that,  in  that 
case,  he  would  with  all  his  heart  do  his  utmost  with  the  Par- 
liament to  obtain  bifl  pardon.  This  proposition  was  not  agree- 
able, and  the  insurgents,  preferring  the  fortune  of  battle,  catnc 
the  first  to  the  charge ;  but  after  having  fired  a  volley  from 
some  difitance,  both  cavalry  and  infentry  retired  in  disorder 
upon  Cheater,  imder  cover  of  the  woods  and  hollows.  The 
Parliament's  army  pursued  them,  taking  many  prisoners  and 
shedding  very  little  blood.  The  ^-iotors  speak  of  only  four 
men  killed  on  their  side,  and  assert  that  they  were  very  infe- 
rior in  numbers  to  the  vanqtushed,  who  had  two  thousand  two 
luimdrtd  infantry,  and  about  four  thousand  horse.  The  Iloy' 
aliflls  will  not  admit  the  truth  of  this  story,  and  declare  that 
Sir  George  had  only  divided  his  troops,  leaving  his  infautrj-  in 
Chester ;  and  that  he  is  still  in  the  field  at  the  head  of  his 
cavalry,  with  the  intention  of  avoiding  a  decisive  combat,  and 
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wsitin^  until  the  Citr  of  Lcndon  or  some  of  the  other  couti' 
tin  diookd  revoU :  hnt  it  is  very  improbable  that  the  minister 
of  Stftte  irould  so  positiTelv  announce  newa  of  this  nature  un- 
leoB  thej  had  good  ground  for  doing  bo  ;  and  it  only  appears  to 
me  fimm  their  k&guage  that  the  defeat  ia  not  bo  complete  as 
to  resder  it  impossible  that  enough  troops  may  still  remain  to 
gacmaon  Chester,  and  prolong  the  war  for  some  time :  for  the 
Gfn^rals  of  thi«  oountry  are  not  &o  skilful  in  oondocting  sieges 
■a  in  fighting  in  the  open  field.  The  despatch  of  two  re^- 
ine»t9  of  infantry,  since  the  arnral  of  thifi  good  news,  leada 
roe  to  bdici^e  tliat  the  war  is  not  yet  entirely  finished^  eren  if 
the  defe^  should  have  actually  occurred,  as  1  suppose  it  has. 
1&  is  however  very  certain  that  for  two  or  three  days  the  Par- 
liaaitcnt  has  been  exhibiting  greater  alarm  tban  in  past  timesj 
to  finch  an  extent  that  orders  are  ta  he  isaUE^  forbidding  any 
one  to  leare  hi»  house  after  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening ;  thia 
vas  doi>e  fi^okerly  by  William  the  Conqueror,  iu  order  to  ee- 
core  himself  against  the  ill-will  of  the  uihabitantfi  of  the  eoun- 
^ ;  it  tfl  DO  leaa  AeoesBary  at  the  present  day,  and  if  any  dia- 
gziuce  occurred  to  the  existing  Government  of  England,  it 
woold  find  it  hard  to  recover  &om  it.  It«  distrust  i«  also  in- 
ocaaeA  by  the  reports  which  have  reached  it  that  the  King  haa 
landed  in  England,  and  that  he  is  even  in  London,  which  faaa 
given  rise  to  verf  strict  searches  every  njghtj  without  except- 
ing the  colleges  and  other  public  places^  from  which  all  the 
arms  that  were  found  have  been  taken  i  it  will  nevertheless 
not  be  difficult  for  the  King  to  keep  himself  concealed,  but  I 
do  not  see  any  gr^t  likelihood  of  success  to  his  designs,  after 
the  check  wLieh  Sir  George  Booth  has  sustained,  if  it  be  so 
great  as  the  Government  asserts,  as  it  is  to  he  presumed  that  the 
nudccontents  will  be  greatly  discouraged  thereby,  and  that 
those  who  are  still  in  arms  will  joyfully  lay  them  aside,  if  the 
Fajliament  does  not  treat  them  with  severity :  nothiivg  very 
positive  can  however  be  said  about  the  future  until  we  have 
more  particular  news  of  this  enoouater,  in  which  very  few 
were  slain  on  cither  aide. 


46e 


iLiimrntATfTB  lArms. 


I  h^Tc^  not  learned  that  tmj  news  has  arrinxl  from  ZcaJanJ ; 
odIt  the  stetemcnt  has  reoeiTcd  confirmation  tbat  pait  of  the 
Engliah  fleet  haa  been  recalled,  and  that  the  Statea-GeaenI 
have  agreed  to  withdiaw  an  equal  munber  of  their  ships.   The 
Parliament's  fximmiasioners  did  iwt  fail  to  ask  me  for  ncm  ot 
the  Coofercnoe  betwccu  your  Emineooe  and   Don  Locus  dc 
OanK    1  tidd  them  all  thAt  the  private  luttc-rs  of  ^f  r.  Loct- 
hart  ba^-e  brou^t  to  my  luoovledgc.    The  Council  of  State 
will  dou1>tlc»s  have  received  more  oertaiu  inttilligeucc ;    butJ 
ueitUer  of  t)ie  commissioners  is  a  member  of  tliat  bodr :  they 
■poke  to  mc  of  Uie  (icacc  with  Spain  iu  the  same  terms  as  1  bad^ 
heard  &om  otbcra,  even  ^ing  so  Cu"  as  to  intimate  that  the  i 
tention  of  Mardykc  and  Dunkirk  vaa  not  ^ufficieutly  advan*^ 
tageous  to  England  to  prevent  an  accommodation.    Sir  Hany 
Vane  aud  the  otliere  who  have  the  principal  direction  of  foreign 
affairs,  may  be  of  a  diiTereut  opinion.     I  shaU  not  fail  to  ss- 
tinfy  your  Emiuencc^K  commands  in  relation  to  the  ^e  of  ttir 
King's  furniture,  whenever  it  takes  place ;  now,  the  only  idea  - 
of  the  Government  ia  to  tm'u  the  property  of  the  insiu^euu] 
into  money,  and  to  declare  certain  Iiords  tnutors.  who  hare] 
taken,  up  arinB  in  tbe  proriuces. 


OB,]         M.  DE  BoHDEAux  TO  Cajii>inal  Mazahin. 

Septfmh^r  t    1' 

My  Lord, 
The  letter  which  I  rtid  myself  the  honour  to  writn  to 
Kmiucucc  by  the  last  post  will  have  informed  you  of  the  fltgUtf 
of  Sir  George  Booth  and  Ilia  partisans  :  you  will  learn  by  ihoj 
present  despatch  that  tliey  have  been  entirely  disi)or8od  siuctfj 
the  mere  aspect  of  the  Parliament's  troops,  put  them  to  rout,  ■. 
■without  however  suHering  any  other  losa  thnn  thirty  killed,  audi 
about  two  or  three  hmulred  prisoners.  General  Lnnibert,  it 
orrlrr  to  profit  by  tboir  terror,  marched  immediately  on  Chca-l 
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ter,  wfaiiher  most  of  the  fugitives  bad  retired ;  but  as  all  the 
ftettders,  Offfioen^  and  soldiers  had  Etbandooed  the  city  during  the 
aigkty  be  foand  the  gates  open  the  next  moniiEig^  and  entered 
vidi  some  of  his  troops,  without  fJlowing  them  to  commit  way 
dvMinlerj  in  a<cocvrdaiice  with  the  promise  he  had  given  to  the 
mhahitantc  The  towu  of  Liveqxx^l,  liaving  also  beea  left  at 
Bbert^j  sent  word  that  it  had  always  held  out  frir  the  Parlia- 
mcDt,  and  even  Coloael  Ii^land,  the  commandant,  declared  in 
£ivoor  of  the  same  interest^  although  he  had  received  his  com- 
minion  from  Sir  G.  Booth.  Some  otber  fimall  fortresses,  into 
widch  he  had  thrown  garrisons,  have  al^o  been  reduced  witb- 
OBt  fighting ;  and  no  one  now  remains  in  arroa  but  Sir  Thomaa 
MidiUetoiij  who  has  retired  into  his  castle  with  some  troops, 
with  no  other  hope  than  to  obtain  a  capitulation.  If  Sir 
George  Booth  had  adopted  this  course,  and  endearoure<l  to 
retain  pooaession  of  Chester,  he  might  have  rescued  liimBclf 
from  the  disgrace  into  which  he  \m&  fallen ;  for,  attempting  to 
escape  to  Tx^ndon^  disgnieed  m  a  woman's  dresa  and  attended 
by  three  servants,  he  was  recognized  in  an  inn,  and  given  up 
by  the  host  to  the  soldiers,  who  lodged  him  yesterday  in  the 
Tower  of  London,  whither  Sir  H.  Vane  and  Sir  Arthur  Has- 
lerig  at  once  proceeiled,  to  interrogate  him  by  order  of  the 
Parliament.  Major-General  Egerton,  another  of  the  leaders, 
and  the  Earl  of  Derby^  hare  also  been  taken,  besides  many 
other  persons  of  quality  engaged  in  the  same  cause.  Bt  their 
depositions^  they  do  not  prove  to  have  been  so  strong  as  iraa 
jmblished,  or  to  have  had  altogether  more  than  three  or  four 
thousand  men.  This  body  was  nevertheless  capable,  by  avoid- 
ing battle,  of  maintaining  the  war  for  some  time,  and  awaken- 
ing the  courage  of  the  malccontents  in  other  counties,  who 
would  probably  have  taken  up  arms  when  they  found  the  army 
annble  to  stir  from  one  particular  locality  ;  hut  in  order  to 
pursue  this  course  with  any  success^  Uiey  required  leaders  oi 
more  experience  than  Sir  Geoi^c  Booth,  whom  the  whole  City 
of  London  regrets,  and  whose  downJall  ruins  the  hopes  of  the 
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RoyaJiat« :  bo  that  there  ia  but  little  likeliliood  of  their  re- 
covery, unleaa  there  should  be  a  dinsion  between  the  array  and 
the  Parliament.  This  latter  body  has  sioce  voted  tbauks  to 
General  Laml>crt»  with  a  jewel  of  the  value  of  one  thouaaiid 
|H>uiidB ;  but  a  proposition  that  vad  made  to  give  liitn  the  pa- 
tent of  Major-Oeneral  of  aU  the  forces  was  not  favourably  re- 
ceived ;  aomc  gratuities  have  also  been  voted  to  those  who 
captured  the  insurgeut  officers,  and  at  the  same  time  a  Com- 
mittee has  been  appointed  to  proceed  to  the  confiscation  of  the 
proj»cny  of  the  delinquents,  which  it  ia  said  will  produce  a 
revenue  of  three  millions  aterlingj  if  dl  the  culprits  are  con- 
victed. Some  difficulty  has  arisen  with  regard  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  judge*,  as  the  Parliament  disapproves  of  employing 
the  re-gular  Courts  of  Justice,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
the  twelve  jurymen  who,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  country, 
ought  to  judge  the  criminals,  could  be  induced  to  condemn 
men  who  took  up  arms  in  order  to  obtain  a  free  Parliament, 
This  diffictilty,  and  the  animosities  which  would  be  kindled  by 
any  excessive  aererity,  may  perhaps  lead  the  Parliament  lo 
deal  gently  with  even  Sir  George  Booth,  especially  if  he  will 
divulge  the  names  of  those  who  were  under  obligation  to  take 
up  arms  in  the  other  counties :  which  he  might  be  induced  to 
do  in  order  to  save  his  own  life,  as  he  is  not  moreover  bound 
to  spare  persons  who  abandoned  him,  ailLer  having  embarked 
him  in  so  perilous  a  business.  Bnt  wliatcvrr  mild  course  the 
Government  may  puraucj  it  would  l>e  contriiry  to  tinivcrsal 
cx|jectation  if  the  property  of  the  rebels  did  not  suffer  some- 
what, and  If  the  Government  did  not  avail  itself  of  this  ad- 
vantage to  pay  a  portion  of  the  public  debts,  and  thereby  tli- 
miniah  the  tajtes  to  some  extent,  as  they  have  Ijeen  doublnl 
within  tlie  last  few  days,  wliich  the  people  sufler  with  consider- 
able impatienfc  ;  hut  the  Government  does  not  appear  now  to 
apprehend  their  ilUwill^  and  all  domiciliary  visitaiious  and 
extraordinary  guards,  both  within  and  without  the  city,  have 
coaseti :  there  is  even  no  more  talk  of  the  landing  of  the  King 
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of  England  :  and  the  Parliament  seems  to  entertain  fiiiiilar 
cmiGdence,^ — and  vrith  some  reaK>T),  for  there  b  uot  now  any 
ID  ft  condition  to  oppose  the  present  authorities,  so  that 
'  vill  hare  greater  Uberty  to  act  in  regard  to  foreign  a^icdra. 
Letters  have  arrived  tbia  week  from  Zealand  which  repieaent 
tlie  King  of  Sweden  to  be  entij^lr  averse  to  peace ;  they  were 
reaid  in  Parliament,  but  led  to  no  resolation ;  npon  this  refpsal, 
it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  miniaters  of  the  Council  will 
make  to  roe  some  oommunication  of  their  vicwa  before  thejr 
!  on  an^King,  and  in  that  case,  I  shall  not  fail,  in  accord- 
:  with  hlfl  MajeatT^s  intentions^  to  do  all  in  my  power  to 
ptCTcnt  them  from  engaging  in  var  i^inxt  the  Swedes,  an 
•ome  have  already  propoeerl  to  do.    Not  that  the  general  in- 
ciittafrJOQg  of  the  present  Government  are  not  &rouTable  to  the 
Kiiig  of  Denmark   and  the  States-General,  as  ther  are  per- 
Miaded  that  the  destraction  of  the  latter  Prince  would  recoil  on 
their  own  &nbjects.     This  impression  will  not  be  easy  to  re- 
moTe,  and  will  stimolate  them  to  great  efforts,  unless  they  be- 
lierre  that  France  would  resent  any  such  proceeding :  and  to 
tdl  the  troth,  we  ahall  have  no  cau^  to  complain  of  them  if 
diej  insUt  on  the  execution  of  the  treaties  agreed  on  between 
France  and  the  two  Common  wealths^  and  the  King  of  Sweden 
will  hare  nothing  to  reproach  us  with  if  his  refusal  ioYoWeA 
him  in  some  disgrace,  and  Lf^  because  he  will  defer  to  the  ad- 
Ticc  of  hb  friends  only  in  so  fer  as  it  is  in  accordance  with  his 
own  ambidou,  we  abandon  him  to  his  own  fortune,  whether 
good  or  bad  :  the  capture  of  Naskow  and  the  approach  of  win- 
ter lead  him  to  reject  the  aooonunodation ;  but  the  Danes 
iiww  I  f  that  ercn  if  the  season  should  not  allow  their  coixfcdc- 
rates  to  delirer  them  thb  year,  they  will  easily  be  able  to  hold 
out  until  the  Baltic  is  navigable^  and  then,  if  the  English  with- 
draw their  opposition,  it  will  not  be  difficult,  with  help  fix^m 
ahroadf  to  retake  Cronenburg  and  the  other  places.     With 
tbis  scheme  in  contemplatiou,  we  may  eipeet  to  bare  oecaciioti 
ttcatt  year  also,  in  these  northern  c)uarters,  to  employ  those  who 
VOL.    I,  H  H 
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ore  very  strongly  iaclined  to  war.  If  Utc  previous  Ictlers  of 
Mr,  Tjockhart  had  given  reason  to  believe  that  difficulties 
would  be  tliro^^i  in  the  way  of  the  peace  between  France  and 
SpAtn,  hia  last  deapatchcn  speak  qiiite  difliTently,  ftnd  repre- 
sent it  aa  certain  of  acoomplisbmcnt.  I  learn  also  that  they 
^vc  every  assiuikuce  that  his  Maj^ty  will  not  desert  England 
if  Spain  nhould  refuse  to  agree  to  reasonable  terms ;  and 
doubtless  this  confidence,  combined  with  the  Bncccsa  they  have 
met  with  in  their  domeattc  affiiirs,  will  render  the  ministers 
of  this  Commonwealth  lesa  ready  to  give  np  their  conquests. 

It  only  remans  for  me,  my  Ixird,  to  inform  you  that  the 
Parliament  appears  satisfied  with  the  King's  letter  and  with 
myapeccli,  and  that  it  has  directed  the  CoaneU  to  confer  with 
me  on  any  alTairs  that  may  arise  :  at  present,  I  have  no  busi- 
ness to  transact. 


69,]         M.  DK  Bordeaux  to  Cardinal  M.^karin. 

Srpfcmber  11.  165&. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  rceeipt  of  no  orders  from  your 
EminencCj  and  1  have  merely  to  inform  you  that  there  now 
remains  no  one  in  arms  against  the  Oovemment  of  England, 
as  Sir  T.  Middleton*s  castle  baa  surrendered,  without  ita  de- 
fenders having  been  able  to  obtain  any  utbcr  conditiousi  thai» 
liberty  to  depart  from  England  wjtliin  two  months,  if  they 
cannot,  during  the  interval,  obtain  pardon  from  the  Parlia- 
mentj  whose  commissioners  have  continued  their  catanainatioti 
of  Sir  G.  Booth.  He  very  iugemioualy  acknowledged  having 
been  in  treaty  with  Mr.  Mordaunt,  an  agent  of  the  King  of 
England,  and  that  his  wife  had  received  letters  from  his  said 
Majefity;  he  also  disclosed  the  whole  i>lot.  without  however 
naming  its  authorSj  n&  he  desired  that  he  might  not  be  pressed 
to  do  a  thing  whicli  would  wound  bis  honour ;  and  up  to  this 
timOj  they  have  had  the  complniaancc  to  be  satisfied  with  what 


ILLUSTRATIVK    LETTERS. 


W! 


he  has  VGAiuita.nlj  coofeased.  His  language  has  alfto  made  it 
ctear  Uiat  miscmdeTstandings  had  already  ftpnmg  np  between 
hJtDself  a&d  the  other  leaders^  because  he  refused  to  proclaim 
the  King  of  England ;  that^  contrary  to  hU  advice^  thev  had 
approached  the  Parhameiifs  army  and  engaged  battle;  and 
that,  before  he  arrived  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  those  who 
had  so  obstinately  insisted  on  attacking  Lambert  had  taken 
to  dight ;  and  that  af%ervrards,  when  he  endeavoured  to  rally 
them  in  Chester  in  order  to  defend  that  city,  they  refused  to 
cany  ujodb  saj  longer  for  a  cause  which  they  said  ws&  at^ii^ 
dcmed  by  God.  The  Parliament  has  also  ascertained^  from 
lum  as  ireU  as  from  otlier  prisoners^  that  many  other  counties 
and  peraouftof  rank  ought  to  have  followed  his  example  at  the 
same  time;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  if  all  who  pledged 
themselves  had  kept  their  word,  the  Kirig  of  England  would 
DOW  be  in  a  position  to  make  his  appcarauce  in  this  country ; 
but  some  were  anticipated  and  arr^ted^  and  others  had  not 
courage  to  show  themselves,  and  some  were  false  brethren : 
the  whole  party  is  now  so  mortified  and  depressed  that,  by 
their  own  confession,  no  further  movement  must  be  expected 
against  the  present  authorities^  unless  there  is  a  division  in 
the  army^  or  hdp  is  sent  j&om  abroad.  The  Parliament  ac- 
cordingly appeals  to  feel  great  confidence ;  it  has  already  dis- 
missed the  greater  part  of  the  militia  of  the  country,  in  order 
to  relieve  the  people  of  that  burden ;  and  it  creu  intends  to 
disband  the  regiments  of  Sectaries,  and  to  place  the  coimtry 
again  under  the  guardianship  of  the  old  army,  for  the  payment 
of  which  arrangements  are  being  made  for  appropriating  the 
estates  of  the  last  prisoners  as  well  as  of  those  who,  since 
the  year  I64^j  have  acted  in  favour  of  the  King;  and  the 
oommifision  has  already  issued  for  their  sale.  The  Parliament 
has  alsOf  of  late  d&y^,  resumed  the  debate  on  the  form  of  the 
_  Government,  without  coming  to  any  concltudon  :  and  it  will 
I  not  be  without  difficulty  that  those  wbo  now  hold  the  reins  of 
I     ftuthoriiy  will  conde^ixiid  to  establish  a  perfect  (.'ommonwealth. 

■  H  n  2 
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The  loaden  of  the  aimr  enter  into  their  ricvs  y  and,  audi 
the  pretext  tkat  the  people  aye  eviUy  intcntionnl,  tbey 
paw  m  Senate  vbsch  shall  have  eqmd  power  vith  the  Purtia- 
neots.  This  qiieatio&  seems  to  many  likelr  to  prodtM^  diri- 
non  at  some  time  or  other.  It  w  no  kaa  probable  that  aomi 
officer  of  the  armr  may,  in  courec  c^  time,  be  fired  with  the 
umc  ambition  as  the  deceased  Protector ;  aud  as  "^fi.  Lambert 
is  conaidered  the  only  onie  capable  of  foUovin^  in  hie 
steps,  all  ftortft  of  measures  and  precautioits  will  be  taken  to 
preveiit  him  from  doing  so ;  therefore  his  elcvatioii  will  meet 
with  greater  difiicultics.  As  to  the  Restoration  of  the  King 
of  Englaod,  without  foreign  aid,  it  appears  exceedingly  remote; 
therefore  we  may,  with  great  reason,  believe  that  the  miuistcrs 
of  tlie  Government  speak  sincerely  when  lliey  profess  that, 
with  Frduec  for  their  firieudj  they  have  nothing  to  fear.  I 
have  not  seen  any  of  them  for  some  days^  and  contrarr  to 
expectation,  they  have,  without  consulting  me,  sent  orders 
the  plenipoteutiaries  in  Zealand  to  execute  the  last  conren- 
tioQA  agreed  on  at  the  Hague  for  the  pacilRcation  of  the  Ki 
of  Sweden  and  Denmark,  In  trutli,  tbe  Government  was  not 
in  a  position  to  take  any  other  course,  as  the  English  fleet  had 
been  recalled.  Sir  Harry  Vane  had  merely  atlmittcd  to  me 
that  part  of  it  was  to  return,  and  that  the  Dutch  woidd  with- 
draw an  equul  number  of  their  ships.  But  one  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  has  just  told  me  that  news  arrived,  a  few 
hours  ago,  that  Admiral  Montague  is  mailing  off  the  coast  of 
England^  and  thai  he  has  left  only  tluree  ehips  in  the  Sound, 
although  the  Dutch  have  withdrawn  only  nine  of  their  veau 
*els ; — from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  King  of  Swo-' 
den  has  consented  to  tliC  accommodation,  in  couaequeuce  of 
the  declaration  made  by  the  King  of  Denmark  that  he 
ready  to  treat  sepamtcly:  or  else  that  the  EngUsli  |jleni|Jotcn- 
tiariea  have  eomc  to  the  opinion  that  the  presence  uf  thtir  fleet 
could  ouly  render  the  Swedes  more  nniraetuble,  and  that  it 
was  not  necessary,  after  the  agreements  lictwecii  the  two  Rc- 
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poblica,  to  keep  so  large  a  immber  of  ships  at  sea,  especially 
At  a.  time  wten  they  seemed  to  be  more  necessary  nearer  to 
the  coast  of  England.  Whatever  may  be  tlie  motive,  tbc  Dutch 
will  now  have  full  liberty  to  act  according  to  the  treaties,  but 
not  to  go  beyond  them :  in  re^rd  to  which  I  shall  be  able  to 
write  more  positively  by  the  next  post. 


70J 


M,  DE  Bordeaux  to  Cabdinal  Mazarin. 


Sepitmber  27,  1669. 
My  Lordj 

I  wrote  to  you  three  days  ago  by  the  Conot  dc  Fiiisteu- 
lierg,  merely  to  salntc  you.  Yesterday  our  news  from  Hol- 
land arrived,  and  as  my  letters  contain  information  of  some 
tTDportaneej  I  write  at  onee  to  communicate  it  to  you. 

The  amliassadora  of  England  and  of  the  States- General, 
baring  at  length  pcrsnadcd  the  King  of  Denmark  blindly  to 
■ooept  their  mediation,  proceeded  to  confer  with  the  Kinj?  of 
Sweden,  who  waa  awaiting  them  in  a  military  tent  which  he 
had  had  erected  between  his  quarters  and  the  ambassador' 
lodgings,  and  who  was  attended  by  some  senators  of  Sweden, 
and  a  great  retinue  of  officers.  Wheu  the  ambassadors  ar- 
rived, and  had  been  received  to  conference  and  audience,  Mr. 
Sidney,  an  English  ambassador,  being  spokesman  and  address- 
ing the  Kingf  pointed  out  to  him  in  few  words^  but  with  many 
good  reasons,  the  nea;ssity  which  must  induee  the  King  of 
Sweden  to  make  peace,  and  which  had  led  his  allies  to  agree 
among  themselves  on  certain  conditions  which  they  bad  judged 
useful  to  their  common  interests,  as  well  as  to  bis  own  i  and 
afterwards,  when  he  wished  to  show  him  the  draft  of  the  treaty 
agreed  on  at  the  Hague  in  June  last  betweeu  FraneCj  Eng- 
land, and  the  United  Prorinees,  the  King  would  neither  look 
at  it  nor  listen  to  it,  but  speaking,  and  addressing  liimself 
first  of  all  to  the  ambassadors  of  England^  he  told  them :  **  I 
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itccrpt  Tou  as  my  m^iatora,  io  long  aa  you  remain  on  the 
terms  of  good  Griends,  but  not  for  my  arhitrators  ;*'  and  then 
turning  and  addressing  himself  to  the  anibsfisadora  of  the 
United  Provinces,  he  told  them  :  "  I  refuse  you  as  my  media- 
tore,  because  you  are  my  enemies."  Upon  which  all  the  am- 
basaadorB  conferred,  and  he  also  spoke  apart  to  the  senators 
of  Sweden;  and  the  ambassador  haring  resolved  among  them' 
selves  to  withdraw  ^tbout  eaying  anything  further^  took  their 
leavCj  and  sent  word  of  it  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  who  re- 
quired of  them  that,  in  conformity  with  their  promise,  they 
should  fiuccour  him  and  act  against  the  King  of  Sweden,  their 
common  enemy  :  which  they  agreed  to  do.  The  King  of  Den- 
mark also  immediately  Informed  the  Statea-General  of  the 
whole  aflair,  and  begged  them  to  assbt  him ;  and  has  des- 
patched an  envoy  to  the  Elector  of  Brandenburg  to  request 
liim  to  return  witli  the  troops  of  the  League,  which  the  Ueets 
will  be  able  to  convey  anywhere. 

I  foi^t  to  mention  that  after  the  King  of  Sweden  had  thus 
spoken  to  the  English  and  Dutch,  he  added :  "  Yon  make 
treaties  on  your  fleets,  and  I  take  my  resolutions  on  my 
aword." 

And  the  ambasaadora  of  England  have  resolved  to  send  back 
»ome  of  their  ships,  and  to  leave  fifteen  or  twenty  to  winter  in 
the  Sound  for  the  assistance  of  Denmark :  the  States  will 
leave  an  equal  number;  and  these  will  be  more  than  enough 
to  drive  the  Swedes  out  of  the  sea;  and  they  have  resolved 
to  Bcnd  to  England  for  the  means  of  revictualling  these  ships 
before  the  winter,  wliich  they  will  be  able  to  do  tliree  times 
over  if  they  wish.  Thus  the  King  of  Sweden  is  now  attacked 
in  Prussia  by  the  Poles,  who  have  taken  Graudeutz  with  twenty 
thousand  Poles  or  Imperialists  j  in  Pomerauia  by  the  troops 
of  the  League ;  and  in  Denmark  by  his  own  allies.  If  he  is 
ruined  or  overthrown,  I  think  it  will  make  a  very  notable 
ihangc  in  the  views  of  our  allica  in  Germany.  They  can  do 
nothing  of  themaelvesj  and  if  thcj'  couH  they  would  risk  no- 
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thing  against  the  Emperor ;  and  if  any  one  tLinka  otherwise^ 
be  will  reckon  witliout  his  liost^  judging  bj  the  coodact  of 
England. 


71.]         AbbS  Montaguv  to  Cardinal  Masakdt. 

SfpU?m&er  28,  le&S, 
It  would  aecm  afl  though  fortune  made  it  her  object  not  to 
leave  our  poor  King  even  rest  for  his  per&oii,  as  he  has  undef- 
takeii  a  journey  which  shows  that  his  judgment  is  aa  LU-esta- 
biiahed  as  hts  fortune.  I  was  very  much  surprised  when  a 
man  who  is  to  accompany  him,  passing  thia  wayj  told  me  that 
he  was  going  into  Spain,  which  is  contrary  to  the  advice  of  all 
whom  he  consulted  here  by  means  of  the  ilarquis  of  Ormond, 
who  seemed  to  us  conduced  by  our  reasons :  hut  we  are  told 
that  he  has  been  sent  to  you  to  make  excuses  for  his  doaater's 
journey,  and  therefore  this  letter  will  bring  you  no  news.  The 
Queen  of  England  scuds  me  word  that  ahc  wiU  assoie  you  that 
this  conduct  is  quite  in  oppoeitiou  to  her  wishes:  we  must 
wait  to  know  your  opinion  on  the  subject :  for  my  part  it  wiU 
be  to  implore  God  Almighty  for  Daniel's  commission  in  the 
days  of  his  captivity,  namely,  the  shortening  of  the  days  which 
God  has  fixed  for  the  work  which  He  designs  for  the  rcstitu- 
tiou  of  that  which  belongs  in  the  first  instance  to  God  and  to 
Cseaar.  We  do  not  f^  to  pray  God  to  grant  yon  what  the  ex- 
erciae  in  which  you  are  engaged  requires  &om  all  good  men, 
whom  may  God  grant  me  to  resemble  in  all  other  things,  as 
1  do  iu  ferrent  attachment  to  your  person. 


M.  DE  Bordeaux  to  Caedinal  Makahiw. 

September  29,  1659, 
My  Lord^ 

The  suspiciooa  whicli  the  niiaiatera  of  the  Govemmeul  of 
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fingland  aSect  to  entcrtam  fiiriiish  me  today  with  more  sub- 
jects for  my  letter,  tlian  the  events  which  have  occurred  dariui^i 
tlie  Last  few  days.     My  last  week's  letter  has  already  informedi 
your  Eminence  that  it  appeared  to  me  that  great  jealousy ' 
felt  of  ua  Itere ;  I  have  since  becb  confirmed  iu  my  belief  that 
Sir  n.  Vane  and  his  party  openly  express  their  persuasiqi 
that  the  King  of  England  was  on  the  coast  of  France  at  the^ 
tiiDC  of  the  last  inaurrection ;  that  he  affcenrards  passed  ist 
Spain,  to  socurc  some  treaty  to  his  advantage,  during  the  ia- 
Icrview  bi^tween  your  Eminence  and  the  Lord  Loui^  de  Haro; , 
and  that  hia  Mujestj^  was  quite  disposed  to  undertake  hia^ 
reatoratioiu     In  order  the  better  to  express  this  opiuioa  to 
the  public  at  large,  the  Council  has  lately  refused  permissioaJ 
to  some  iuralida  to  go  over  to  France,  »uider  the  pretext  tha 
it  woa  a  su&[)ccted  country:  and  no  incident  ooctirs  whtck^ 
does  not  serve  them  as  a  means  of  giving  colour  to  thdr 
jealousies.     I  have  done  all  I  could  to  dispel  them,  and  whea, 
I  sought  for  the  source  from  which  they  might  proceed,  I  wn 
told  by  some  veij  irell  informed  persontj  that  it  w&s  doubtless 
a  jtolitical  trick  of  Sir  H.  Vane,  who  is  dc^mus,  by  thesei 
alarm?,  to  intimidate  and  keep  hack  those  who  oppose  hia  d©-1 
Bigu».     This  conduct  is  in  exact  conformity  with  that  pursued 
by  the  deceased  Protector  to  keep  the  army  quiet ;  and  the 
present  Government  has  the  Hke  good  fortune  with  bira  that 
the  Royalists  sccoud  their  artifices  by  boasting  that  they  will 
be  supported  by  France,  as  &oon  as  she  is  released  firom  her^ 
war  with  Spain ;  it  is  also  published  at  the  same  time  that 
the  Spanish  Crown  is  not  desirous  of  peace  with  Englaud,  on 
which  subject,  as  your  Eminence  is  sufficiently  informed,  you 
will  be  able  to  judge,  if  this  be  the  foundation  of  some  re- 
ports, what  basis  the  othei^  rest  upon.     It  also  appears  to  nic 
from  the  reserve  manifested  by  the  Council  in  treating  of  the 
iiiruirs  of  the  North,  and  from  a  couvcrsatiou  which  I  lately 
liad  with  the  ambasaador  of  Ilollandj  that  the  ministry  berc 
doubt  whether  the  conduct  of  Fratice  was  sincere  in  tlic  ac- 
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ooniiiiodxLtion  of  the  Kings  of  Sweden  and  Demnarkj  and  be^ 
lieve  that  his  Majesty  has  even  continiLed  to  assist  the  former 
of  those  FriDcts  with  cousiderable  humE  of  moneys  instead  of 
depririDg  him  of  all  hope  of  succour.  A  reproach  of  this  kind 
was  brought  against  me  by  the  said  ambassador  as  a  pendant 
to  his  ooTuplaint^  against  the  GorenuDcnt  of  England  that  it 
had  tiifled  with  the  States-General  in  order  to  prevent  them 
horn  acting  while  the  season  permitted,  and  that  they  will 
DOW  be  left  alone  to  support  the  King  of  Denmark,  in  utter 
oeglect  of  treaties,  to  which  the  said  States  would  never  have 
consented  unless  Franoe  had  persuaded  them  to  do  so;  for 
although  M.  de  Thou  had  not  signed  the  last  conventions  be- 
tween the  two  Commonwealths,  he  had  not  opposed  them,  and 
had  even  suggested  hopes  that  orders  would  be  aeut  to  him  to 
ftubscribe  them.  These  ojmplainta  were  followed  by  a  decla^ 
ou  that  his  superiors  would  not  fail  to  pursue  their  objectj 
and  would  spare  neither  tlie  blood  nor  the  property  of  their 
subjects  in  order  to  secure  the  integrity  of  Denmark.  I  gave 
the  said  ambassador  to  understand  that^  as  the  two  Republics 
had  adopted  resolutions  altogether  at  variance  with  the  treaty 
of  the  21st  of  May,  and  in  some  degree  injurious  to  the  King 
of  Sweden,  his  Majesty  was  no  longer  bound  to  support  them, 
and  had  rather  cause  to  complain  of  a  proceeding  which  waa 
an  oflence  against  propriety  and  a  breach  of  good  feith  :  that 
M.  Terlon  however  had  not  acted  with  less  warmth  in  order 
to  induce  the  King  of  Sweden  to  accept  the  conditions  which 
the  other  mediators  proposed  ;  that  the  remittances  of  money 
to  Hamburg  of  which  he  spoke,  were  either  imaginary  or  had 
been  made  before  we  had  agreed  to  enforce  an  accommoda- 
tion ;  and  as  to  the  conduct  of  England^  it  was  not  my  busi^ 
□CSS  to  justify  it,  but  it  appeared  to  me  to  have  no  other  ob- 
ject than  the  reconciliation  of  the  two  Kings,  and  that  more- 
over it  would  be  very  harsh  to  require  this  Government  to  de- 
clare war  against  a  Prince  for  whose  presenation  it  had  gone 
to  such  great  eipense.     I  have  no  doubt  that  the  ambassador 
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has  Bpoken  in  very  eimilar  language  to  the  ministerft  of  the 
CounoiJ,  and  that  some  suspiciau  stiU  remains  in  tlieir  minds 
that  tbc  King  had  not  this  peace  very  much  at  heart,  as  thej 
continue  to  treat  of  these  aSairs  without  commuiucatiDg  with 
me^  although  Sir  H.  Vane  assured  me  that  I  should  meet  with 
different  treatment.  I  do  not  thinli  it  worth  while  to  make 
any  furthci'  endeavour  to  uhtain  such  communication  fmm 
them*  As  it  has  been  resolved  not  to  send  back  the  flt^t  to  the 
Baltic  tbie  winter,  there  will  be  notbijig  to  ne^tiate  until  the 
spring;  in  the  meanwhile  the  English  plenipotentiaries  will 
return,  and  their  report  Trill  give  rise  to  new  determinationa. 
It  may  be  that  the  Parliament  may  desire  the  continuation  of 
the  war  in  those  quarters,  in  the  hope  that  others  might  be- 
come involved  in  the  struggle,  and  that  it  might  give  &csh 
occupation  to  the  troops  of  France  as  well  ii£  to  those  of  Ger- 
many, if  Ills  Majesty  intends  to  compel  the  Emperor  to  with- 
draw his  troops  from  Pomcrania,  This  consideration  is  aufli- 
cieutly  powerful  to  stifle  the  resentment  wliicb  the  conduct  of 
the  King  of  Sweden  towards  the  English  plenipotentiaries  has 
excited,  and  to  leave  the  Dutch  to  act  aJonc,  provided  that 
Deumark  can  maintain  liersclf,  as  it  is  very  certain  that  her 
ruin  is  considered  unlikely  to  prove  prejudicial  to  the  oom- 
merce  of  Eoglaud,  and  that  no  reliance  is  placed  on  the  {ricud- 
ship  of  the  King  of  Sweden, 

I  have  nothing  to  write  in  regard  to  the  domestic  affairs  < 
England,  except  that  the  inBueuce  of  Sir  H.  Vane  and  the 
Millonarians,  otherwise  called  Saints,  who  expect  the  reign  i 
Jesus  Christ,  daily  increases;  that  they  have  procim^d  the 
abandonment  of  a  proposed  pledge  against  the  governmcut  of 
a  single  person ;  and  that  some  of  them,  on  tho  day  Ixvfore 
yesterday,  presented  a  $ort  of  petition  to  Parliament,  which 
tends  to  deprive  of  all  authority  those  persons  who  have  held 
office  under  the  Protector,  and  to  form  a  Commonwealth  of 
which  the  true  elect  of  God  shall  have  the  solo  administra- 
tion.    Sir  H.  Vane  is  eaid  to  have  got  up  tliis  address,  andj 
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tbc  leaden  of  the  army  are  believed  to  Imre  joined  with  him. 
Bud  all  are  resolved  to  form  a  Council  of  forty  persons  of  their 
own  way  of  thinking,  who  shall  have  entire  authority  la  the 
StatCj  and  a  veto  on  the  reNDilutions  of  the  ParUament,  under 
the  pretext  that  if  the  people  were  at  full  liberty^  they  would 
restore  the  King.  The  faction  of  true  llepublicana  will  strongly 
oppose  this  establisbinent,  which  would  be  capable  of  producing 
diTision  even  in  the  army.  No  act  of  importance  has  ema^ 
n&ted  of  late  days  from  the  Parliament.  It  has  been  chiefly 
oocnpied  in  imposing;  taxes^  and  degrading  the  Earl  of  Chester 
from  his  pnvileges  :  it  haa  alao  ordained  that  the  Earl  of 
Aniiidel,  who  is  detained  at  Adour  as  a  lunatic,  shall  be 
brought  over  into  England,  and  it  has  referred  to  the  Council 
lo  deliberate  both  on  the  report  of  the  ministers  who  are  in 
Zealand  and  on  the  papers  presented  by  the  ambassador  of 
Holland,  as  well  as  on  the  statement  of  Admiral  Montague, 
who  returned  home  without  orders.  The  squadron  of  eight 
ships,  which  was  in  the  Mediterranean,  has  returned  to  the 
Downs.  General  Monk,  who  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
officers  in  the  army,  has  lately  requested  permission  to  retire, 
on  the  pretext  of  ill-health  and  private  business,  but  most 
probably,  because  he  is  dissatisfied  with  the  present  state  of 
things.  His  friends  have  prevented  his  letter  from  being  r^id 
in  Parliament,  and  are  audoos  to  retain  him  in  the  service. 
General  Laniliert  was  expected  to  arrive  in  London  today, 
after  having  paci^ed  and  disarmed  the  suspected  provinces. 


73.]  M.  DE    BORDEACX    TQ   CaKDIXAX    MAJlA&tN. 

September  29.  166i». 

My  Lord  J 

The  satii^faction  which  your  Eminence,  in  your  letter  of  the 
4th  of  this  month,  has  expressed  at  the  regularity  with  which 
1  have  kept  you  informed  of  the  progress  of  events  in  Eng- 
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landj  would  not  permit  me  to  allow  a  post  to  leave  witJiout  my  ] 
having  the  honour  to  write  to  you,  if  the  present  state  of  this 
Commonwealth  furnished  tne  with  as  much  subject  for  a  letter 
as  it  has  done  of  late.     But  since  the  ddeat  of  the  iusurgents, 
no  event  of  importance  has  occurred,  and  no  resolution  haaj 
Ijeen  adopted  in  Parliament,  worthy  of  being  maile  known  toj 
you.     Foreign  affairs  also  have  produced  equally  Uttle  matter 
for  communication^  as  I  have  had  nothing  to  treat  of  with  the 
ministers  of  State.     As  they  receive  iiill  information  through 
Mr.   Lockhart   with  regard   to  the  peace  with   Spain,   they  I 
doubtless  avail  themselves  of  the  same  means  to  make  known  I 
their  sentiments  to  your  Eminence ;  if  these  sentiments  are  in^ 
eonformity  with  those  professed  by  all  the  members  of  Par-  J 
liamcut,  the  treaty  with  England  will  go  on  all  fours  with 
that  with  Fraucc  j   not  that  prosperity  docs  not  instil  into 
some  minds  a  desire  to  retain  their  conquests,  or  that  there  ia  i 
just  now  no  talk  of  Jamaica  as  a  very  advantageous  post  for 
English  commercej — so  much  so  indeed  that  some  mcrchauts 
have  proposed  to  equip  a  number  of  ships  at  their  own  expense  i 
for  the  retention  of  that  island,  in  consideration  of  certain 
conceasious ;  hut  no  answer  has  yet  been  given  thenij  and  it 
will  depend  very  much  on  the  nature  of  the  advices  that  may 
arrive  from  the  Spanish  frontier.     If  it  were  desired  that  I 
ahould  ascertain  more  particidarly  the  inclinations  of  the  Go- 
vcmmeut  of  England  in  regard  to  peace,  it  would  he  neces- 
sary to  give   me  occasion  to  speak  to  the  ministers  of  the 
Coundl  on  the  subject.    Last  wcek^  I  reproached  Sir  H.  Vane 
for  not  having  acted  towards  me,  for  some  time,  with  the  same 
eorrcsix>ndence  and  concert  in  regard  to  the  aflairs  of  the  North 
which  had  been  maintained  even  prenoiisly  to  nvy  audience  of 
the  Parliament :  tm  no  communication  had  been  made  to  me 
of  the  return  of  the  fleet,  or  of  the  last  orders  sent  to  the  Eng- 
lish plenipotentiaries.     Sir  H-  Vane  sent  mo  word  in  reply 
that  if  the  Cotiuctl  had  adopted  any  fireah  resolutions,  ihcy 
would  have  been  communicated  to  me,  and  as  to  the  fleet,  no- 
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thing  certaJD  could  yet  be  said  about  it;  neTertheless,  news 
had  then  came  of  its  arrival.  General  Montagne  has  lx?en 
here  for  two  days;  be  has  had  audience  of  the  Council,  and 
obtained  its  approval  of  hb  conduct^  altliougb  it  was  not  en- 
ttrelj  in  conformity  with  his  orders,  which  bound  him  to  Icavc 
fifteen  ships  in  the  Sound,  where  there  are  now  only  three^  for 
the  conveyance  home  of  the  ministers  of  England.  I  cannot 
attribute  the  disavowal  made  to  me  by  Sir  H.  Vane  of  all 
knowledge  on  this  point,  or  the  reserve  with  which  both  he 
and  the  other  ministers  now  treat  me,  to  any  other  cause  than 
a  design  which  they  entertain  to  leave  the  Dutch  full  liljerty 
to  compel  the  King  of  Sweden  to  accept  the  accommodation ; 
and  as  they  imagine  that  France  would  wish  that  the  two  Re- 
pnbUcs  should  not  proceed  to  eitrcmitieSj  they  arc  desirous  to 
avoid  any  remonstrances  on  my  part,  by  keeping  rae  in  igno- 
rance of  their  reaolutions.  This  same  coDsidcratioii  must  also 
have  led  to  the  postponement  up  to  this  hour,  contrary  to  all 
iisage^  of  the  announcement  that  Parliament  has  authorized  the 
Council  to  treat  with  me.  I  should  not  however  hesitate  to 
pass  over  this  forraalityj  if  I  thought  that  his  Majesty^a  liews 
with  regard  to  the  pacification  of  the  North  were  different  from 
those  now  held  by  the  ttvo  Republics^  or  that  we  could  ob- 
tain  from  England  any  greater  moderation  than  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  Swedesj  after  having  agreed  to  join  the  Dutch 
against  whichever  of  the  two  Kings  should  refuse  to  make 
peaoe^  especially  at  a  conjuncture  which  will  not  permit  the 
Parliament  to  engage  in  a  war  with  another  State  that  is 
powerful  at  sea,  on  behalf  of  a  Prince  whose  last  proceeding 
is  indefensible,  and  whose  power  if  allowed  to  become  too 
great,  might  justly  awaken  jealousy.  It  is  even  very  proba- 
ble that  if  the  English  fleet  had  not  been  in  the  Sound  when 
the  present  Goveroraent  came  into  power,  it  would  not  have 
B  been  sent  thither,  and  attempts  have  been  made  to  persuade 
I  me  that  regard  for  France  alone  prevented  its  recall.  We 
I       should  not  now  he  treated  witlt  so  much  complaisance^  if  it  be 
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true,  as  some  hare  stated  it  ia,  that  the  principal  members  of 
the  Govemroent  hnvc  become  distrustful  of  liis  Majesty's  iti- 
clination^  towards  the  Commonwealth  ;  I  catiuot  imagfine  on 
what  fouudatioiL^  for  aothmg  has  come  to  my  kuowled^  which'j 
woidd  be  likely  to  create  such  impreseions  and  coovictioii3..J 
The  other  news  which  I  have  to  write  today  is  of  little  im- 
portance; the  Parliament  has  continued,  during  the  last  few  | 
days,  to  treat  of  the  same  matters  which  were  previously  uuder  I 
discussion^  without  arriving  at  any  conclusion^  cither  as  to  the 
union  of  Scotland  with  England,  or  as  to  the  definite  form  of  ' 
the  Commonwealth  itself     The  e^uiminatiou  of  this  latter 
quj^tion  has  been  referred  to  a  committee,  which  is  to  prasetiti 
its  report  in  a  month ;  there  has  been  a  great  debate  on  tlie 
engagement  against  the  royal  family,  and  govemmeut  by  aj 
single  person,  which  was  proposed  by  some  me-mhera  of  the] 
assembly,  though  it  ia  in  conformity  with  the  declarations  of  ] 
the  Parliament ;  nevertheless  Sir  H.  Vane  and  the  Sectariea 
of  the  Fifth  Mouarchy,  who  are  looking  for  the  rcigii  of  Jesus 
Christ,  strongly  opposed  it^  the  principal  officers  of  the  wrmy 
alsOj  and  those  who  ilread  another  revolution,  are  no  less  scru- 
pulous about  it ;  and  among  the  leaders  of  the  party,  some 
very  sharp  words  were  interchanged  on  the  last  occasion  on 
wliich  this  question  was  discussed.     Sir  Harry  Vane  last  week  ^ 
offered  an  army  which  should  cost  the  Commonwealth  nothuig;  i 
he  doubtless  intended  to  compose  it  of  those  to  whom  he  usuuLly ' 
preaches,  and  who,  at  the  time  of  the  late  insurrection,  were 
already  disposed  to  form  three  regiments ;  but  no  advantage 
will  just  now  be  taken  of  their  goodwill,  as  the  army  is  suth- 
cient  to  guard  the  country.     James  Naylor,  that  illustrious ' 
Quaker,  has  been  Bet  at  liberty  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the 
Mayor  of  London  continues  in  his  office  because  lie  ia  wcll- 
affectioued  to  the  cause.    No  pitjcecdings  have  yet  been  takcikj 
in  regard  to  the  trial  of  the  prisoners,  whose  number  incr 
daily,  mostly  consisting  of  persona  of  the  liigheat  rank  in  the 
country.     Lord  Kaulconbridgc,  among  others,  has  been  sent 
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for  lately ;  and  Sir  George  Booth  ha&  plajccd  in  the  hands  of 
the  oommia&ioners  a  list  of  many  persons  who  were  to  have 
taken  arms.  The  difficulty  will  be  to  convict  tbcnij  and  the 
Council  is  now  occupied  with  this  afiair.  .  .  . 
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M.  DE    BoBI>EAUX    TO    CARDINAL   At&ZARiN* 

Octvho'  6, 1669. 
My  Lord, 

I  cannot  better  inform  your  Eminence  of  what  has  occurred 
in  London  during  the  hst  few  days  than  by  sending  you  a 
duplicate  of  my  letter  to  M.  de  Brienne  :  it  will  acquaint  yon 
with  the  pretensions  of  certain  officers  of  the  armvj  and  with 
the  STibmission  of  the  Council  of  War  to  the  Parliament. 
General  Lambert,  who  is  suspected  of  having  a  great  shjue  in 
this  design,  justifies  himself  indignantly,  and  even  begged 
Lieutcnaut-Gcneral  Fleetwood  to  apply  to  Parliament  for 
permission  for  him  to  retire,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the 
jeadoQsies  which  the  continuation  of  his  sen-ices  in  the  army 
might  cause.  Fleetwood  would  not  undertake  this  commis- 
sion, and  there  now  appears  to  be  no  iteration  or  dificreuce 
of  opinion  between  these  two  bodies,- — tlie  army  professing  its 
rcBolutiou  to  remain  firm  to  the  interests  of  the  Parliament ; 
it  ifl  said  that  the  same  propositions  have  been  sent  to  Scot- 
land and  Ireland,  hut  the  last  declaration  will  arrive  there 
et^nally  sood»  and  moreover,  those  two  armies  are  partly  com* 
posed  of  officers  who  have  recently  been  restored,  and  who 
will  therefore  not  be  easily  lured  from  obedience.  It  b  gene- 
rally believed  that  the  Parliament  has  run  some  risk  of  lo^ng 
ita  authority.  It  continues  to  treat  of  the  affairs  of  the  north 
without  inviting  my  participation ;  and  the  news  that  his 
Majesty  is  sending  troops  into  Germany  to  create  a  divcrsiouj 
can  only  serve  to  confirm  the  English  Government  in  their 
reserved  pohcy,  which  the  Dutch  ambassador  imitates  very 
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cxdctly,  as  he  abatained  from  mentiouiug  the  subject  on  our 
late  interviews.  T  le&m  nererthele^  that  the  intentions  of 
England  are  not  at  all  favourable  to  the  designs  of  the  King; 

of  Sweden.  .  .  - 


75.]  M,  i»£  BoKDEAU^  TO  M.  DR  Bbibxxb. 

Oviobtr  6.  1660. 
Sir, 

You  must  not  attribute  the  delay  of  my  letters  to  any  other 
cause  than  the  irregularity  of  the  departxire  of  the  post  from 
LondoUj  which  is  hastened  or  postponed  aeeording  to  the  state 
of  the  atmosphere,  so  that  I  am  sometlmea  obliged  to  send  a 
courier  after  the  post,  whenever  affairs  or  news  warrant  the 
expense.     I  have  not  had  oecasion  to  do  so  lately,  and  my 
despatches  will  have  been  found  to  contain  more  reflections 
and  conjectural  reasonings  than  resolutions  positively  adopte<l 
herCj  in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  the  Government  or  to 
the  advancement  of  ]>eacc  in  the  north.     Even  today  I  have 
nothing  more  definite  to  communicate  on  the  latter  point,  and 
the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  write  to  roe  on 
the  28th  of  last  month  merely  gives  nio  occasion  to  say  that 
although  Genera]  Montague  had  finally  taken  his  leave  of  the 
King  of  Sweden,  and  both  he  and  the  officers  of  the  fleet  had 
been  laden  with  chains  of  gold,  the  Parliament  nevcrthclcsa , 
does  not  appear  one  whit  more  inclined  to  embrace  the  interest 
of  that  Prince,  and  his  liberalities  will  scarcely  countervail  the 
ill  effect  of  his  auger ;  even  the  enemies  of  the  present  Go- 
vernment praise  the  high-spirited  way  in  wliich  Colonel  Sidney 
answered  liim,  and  if  the  public  discontent  does  not  lead  the 
Parliament  to  follow  the  inclinations  of  the  United  Provincos, 
fidl  liberty  will  at  le-ast  be  allowed  them  to  assist  Denmark  in 
pursuance  of  their  resolution  to  that  effect ;  and  1  learn  that 
the  Council  of  State  witlidraws  its  plenipotentiaries,  consider- 
ing that  their  ititervcntion  can  no  longer  be  of  any  utility  ; 
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there  is  also  some  talk  of  recalling  all  the  English  officers, 
both  naval  and  miUtary^  who  &r&  in  the  service  of  the  King  of 
Sweden  J  and  abeady,  at  the  request  of  the  ambassador  of 
Holland,  very  stringent  order*  have  bocn  issued,  prohibiting 
the  admission  into  any  English  port  of  the  privateers^  ivho 
were  doiu^  great  injury  to  trade^  and  had  cndearoujreil  to  in- 
terrupt the  herring  fishery  in  which  the  Dntch  are  engaged,  at 
this  season  of  the  year,  off  the  coast  of  Scotland.  ThL^  last 
order  proceeds  rather  &om  complaisance  towards  the  United 
Pro^'inces  than  from  any  animosity  against  their  enemy  t  and 
it  would  be  a  fair  estimate  of  the  intentions  of  thi:»  Govern- 
ment to  believe  that  the  leading  members  of  it  are  disposed 
to  maintain  a  pcHect  correspondence  between  the  two  Re- 
publics. Thifl  fceting  may  be  compatible  with  a  desire  to  sec 
war  kindled  among  all  the  other  States  of  Euroiie ;  and  we 
cannot  blame  their  policy,  in  wishing  to  see  th^  neighbouvi 
occnpiedj  so  that  they  may  have  neither  the  intention  uof 
the  power  to  favour  the  Restoration  of  the  King  of  England. 
If  Sp^  were  as  capable  as  France  of  aapporting  her  own 
iatcrcsts,  peace  might  easily  be  purchased  at  the  expense 
uf  Dunkirk  and  Jamaica  j  the  Enghsh  mercliants  would  not 
oppose  it,  and  a  great  many  mcmbcre  of  Parliament  are  per- 
suaded that  the  retention  of  those  two  places  Ls  more  onerous 
thaw  advantageous.  But  tliose  who  have  the  directioa  of  foreign 
affairs  do  not  sufficiently  fear  Spain,  and  do  not  think  so  much 
of  her  trade  as  of  the  dishonour  and  ceustire  they  might  incur 
hy  the  abandonment  of  their  conquests,  unless  it  should  be  on 
conditions  which  should  take  the  fancy  of  the  people ;  so  that 
their  n^tutiou  is  likely  to  meet  with  diflicultics^  and  Mr, 
Loekhart  will  probably  not  favour  it.  The  same  persons  have 
profeased  for  some  time  so  much  jealousy  of  France  that  the 
waid  ambassador  might  be  suspected  of  haiing  inrnishcd  them 
with  reason  to  do  so  bv  the  informatiou  he  has  given  ibcm,  if 
it  were  not  more  likely  that  this  distrust  is  only  feigned.  1 
have  not  failed  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  dispel  it,  as  I  aiu 
VOL.  I.  r  t 
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fullv  aware  that,  even  if  hU  Majesty  was  under  no  necearit 
for  kt'cping  on  good  terms  with  England,  it  TTonld  be 
to  avoid  aiiy  suspicion  being  ca^t  on  the  sincerity  of  the  a*-" 
Kurancea  which  he  gives  of  his  fiiendsliip ;  and  if  my  efforts 
hare  met  with  any  success,  all  the  rumoiurs  of  the  Kii^ 
£iig1tuid^»  passage  through  FTanoc,  and  of  the  pledge  given 
h\»  ^luji^iy  and  tlic  King  of  Spain  to  support  him,  will 
produce  the  effect  whidi  their  diaseiuiuatora  demrc.  It  would 
even  accm  that  their  motives  mu£t  now  cea^e,  aa  their  de- 
mgus  have  been  firustratcdv  It  was  the  opinion  of  some  that, 
after  Lambert's  return,  the  army  would  present  a  petition 
to  the  Parhameut:  thia  atiticipation  has  proved  only  too 
correct ;  last  week,  three  Colonels  were  charged  to  prcpaxQ 
it  by  the  officers  who  had  defeated  Sir  G,  Booth,  aud  tliey 
were  to  propoBC  it  in  the  Council  of  War  before  it  was  laid 
before  Parliament;  it  tended  to  farce  the  House  to  make 
Fleetwood  General ;  Lamljert,  Lieutenant-Geueral ;  Colonel 
Uesborough,  Major-Gcneral  of  the  Cavalry  ;  Monk,  Major- 
General  of  the  Infantry  j  and  Colonel  Berry,  Commissary- 
General  of  all  the  forces  of  the  ComTuon wealth.  Payment 
was  also  demaiiilcd  of  the  arrcara  due  to  them,  with  trial 
of  those  implicated  in  the  last  insuirectionj  and  the  rstab- 
lishmcnt  of  a  Senate  co-ordinate  in  power  with  i^e  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  it  was  also  insisted  tliat  the  churches  and  all 
civil  offices  should  be  filled  by  zealous  and  devout  jwrsons,  that 
is  to  say,  by  Sectaries  of  the  Fifth  Monarchy.  This  project 
baling  been  made  known  by  the  eaid  officers  to  Sir  Arthur 
Haslerig,  the  leader  of  the  Kepublicau  faction,  he  informed  the 
ParUamcut  of  it,  on  the  2nd  of  this  month,  and  pointed  out 
the  cnnaecjuences  of  these  propositions  in  the  most  exaggcratol 
language;  Mr.  Fleetwood^  who  was  prcsentj  tlid  not  di8a%*ow 
tliu  petition,  so  the  three  Colonels  who  had  the  carrijige  of  it 
were  ordered  to  produce  it,  which  thcy  did,  and  that  and  the 
next  day  were  spent  in  debates  on  it ;  and  it  was  finally  rc- 
s{)lvcd  that  the  petition  was  unnoccs&ary  aiul  of  dangerous 
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consequence^  and  that  Mr.  Fleetwood  shoald  call  the  officers 
together  on  the  followiag  day  to  make  known  to  them  the 
resolation  of  the  Parliament^  which  was  done  on  the  day  be- 
Core  yesterday,  and  the  Council  of  War  agreed  to  conform  to 
the  wishes  of  the  Parliament,  &omc  membo*  of  which  mani- 
fested great  indication  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  and  even 
proposed  to  recall  the  King  rather  than  sixjfer  the  army  to 
tiflurp  such  great  authority ;  while  others  attempted  to  throw 
the  whole  conspiracy  on  Mr.  Lambert^  and  were  of  opinion 
that  be  onght  to  be  sent  to  the  Tower  of  London,  Sir  H. 
Vane  and  his  partisans,  who  arc  thought  to  be  acting  in  con- 
cert with  the  military  leaders^  endeavoured  to  allay  the  irri- 
tadoD^  by  representing  tliat  the  Government  had  uo  other 
friends  or  supporters  either  at  home  or  abroad^  and  it  would 
be  exposed  to  utter  ruin  by  offendling  them ;  that  the  principal 
officers  were  not  to  be  blamed  for  the  faidt«  of  theu*  inferiors ; 
and  that  Mr.  Lambert  had  not  deserved  such  bad  treatment^ 
but  rather  ought  to  be  rewarded  for  the  ecrviocs  he  has  ren- 
dered during  so  many  years,  Theae  reasons  were  well  received^ 
imd  calmneee  ia  now  re-established.  NeverthelesB  those  who 
leflect  that  the  army  has  hitherto  commenced  nothing  that  it 
has  not  completed^  regard  its  submission  only  as  a  palliative^ 
and  believe  that  the  leaders  (and  Lambert  among  others,  of 
whom  great  suspicion  is  publicly  eipresaed,)  are  only  delaying 
in  order  to  take  their  m<^suTcs  more  thoroughly,  and  to  secure 
the  co-operation  of  the  inferior  ofBcera,  a  great  number  of 
whom  are  still  in  favour  of  a  true  CommonwcaUh.  The  ablest 
men  in  the  government  have  other  views^  and  wish  to  mtun- 
taiu  themselves  in  power^  and  if  they  do  not  succeed,  «ome 
notable  division  will  be  formed.  Sir  H.  Vane  already  pro- 
fesses to  be  dissatisfied,  and  under  the  pretext  of  ill-health  haa 
retired  to  the  country  for  some  days,  perhaps  in  the  hope  that 
his  absence  will  make  hi*  colleagues  recognise  the  uecessity 
for  hU  presence  i  as  there  is,  in  fact,  uo  minister  in  the 
Council  so  well-informed  as  he  is,  chiefly  in  regard  to  foreign 
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afTairs,  of  which  be  had  the  eutire  direction  towaitls  tke  end 
of  ttic  first  Bession  of  the  Parliaraetit.  At  the  same  time  that 
tlie  House  was  debating  on  Ihc  pretensions  of  the  arpiy,  the 
Common  Council  presented  a  jictition  against  the  continuance 
of  the  present  Mayor  in  oflSce,  as  trontrary  to  their  privilt*^ 
which  no  Kings  or  previous  Parliaments  had  ever  infringed 
upon ;  the  debate  on  this  question  was  postpoued  until  today  : 
meanwhile,  the  citi^na  declare  that  they  wiU  not  acknowledge 
the  Mayor's  authority  after  the  10th  of  the  month,  on  which 
day  his  year  expires,  whatever  may  be  the  resolution  of  the 
Parliament.  All  these  quarrels  cannot  but  lea^e  the  mind  in 
suspense  with  regard  to  the  cstahlishraeut  of  the  Government 
of  Bngland,  and  satisfy  those  who  have  no  interest  or  inclina- 
tion to  see  it  firmly  consolidated.  Religion  is  in  ati  o«qnally 
bad  condition  ;  and  never  were  the  Catholics  more  fiiU  of  hope 
of  ohtaimng  liberty  of  conscience.  But  the  Saints  must  get 
the  upper  hand,  and  their  ma?citna  are  much  more  apposed 
to  the  Presbyterians  (who  are  like  the  Sectaries  in  Pranoe) 
than  to  the  Catholics;  and  if  they  do  not  change  their  news 
when  they  ftud  themselves  in  power,  they  will  persecute  no 
one  on  account  of  hia  creed.  The  depositions  of  Sir  G.  Booth 
and  several  other  prisoners  were  read  in  Parliament  Inst  week; 
and  it  was  ordered  that  my  Ijord  Faulconbridge,  who  was  for- 
merly under  guanl^  should  be  sent  to  the  Tower  of  Ijondon,  in 
spite  of  Mi'.  Fleetwood's  endeavours  to  prevent  it.  Such  is  the 
present  condition  of  those  who  were  most  influential  under  the 
late  Protector,  and  who  are  suspected  of  having  taken  part,  by 
advice  or  otherwise,  in  the  last  iuaurrection ;  and  if  there  were 
sufficient  evidence  against  them  all,  the  State  would  enrich 
itself  by  seizing  their  property  ;  but  most  of  them  were  ffiifti* 
ciently  wary  to  communicate  tlicir  design  to  ouly  a  few  {»cr- 
Bona,  and  Booth  is  their  sole  accuser^ 
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DB  Bordeaux  to  CARoixAt  Maxabin, 

October  13,  16594 
My  Lord, 

The  letter  wilk  wliich  your  Eminence  honoured  me  od  the 
^nd  of  bet  month  led  me  to  request  that  commkaioners 
m^ht  be  appointed  in  order  that  I  might  coniirm  the  Comicil 
of  State  in  thdr  belief  of  his  Majesty's  friendly  feeling  towards 
the  government  of  England.     Tkb  readiucas  appears  to  me 
Tery  opportune  at  a  time  when  it  is  receiving  from  all  quarters 
inlbnnatioTi  calculated  to  foment  the  jealousies  excited  by  the 
King  of  Scotland's  passage  through  France,  regarding  which 
I  knew  not  how  to  speak  until  now,  aa  I  found  it   confirmed 
by  all  tlie  letter*  I  saw  from  Flanders  and  France^  although 
no  official  intimation  of  it  had  been  sent  mc.     The  language 
that  I  fthal]  use  will  doubtless  efface  the  impression  which  that 
journey  may  ha%*e  produced  on  the  Parliament,  and  I  cotdd 
not  give  it  any  more  agreeable  news  than  the  assurance  that 
France  will  enter  into  no  engagement  against  its  iuteicsts, 
with  whatever  hopes  the  Royalists  and  other  enemies  of  the 
,  government  may  delude  themacives.    Nothing  new  has  come 
'  to  my  knf>wleflge  respecting  the  affairs  of  the  north,  in  regard 
to  which  I  propose  to  speak  to  the  ministers  here,  and  to  re- 
profljch  them  for  the  great  reserve  with  which  they  haye  lately 
Actedj  in  consequcucc  of  their  belief  that  his  Majesty  had  not 
'pressed  the  accoromotlatiou  of  the  Kings  of  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark with  all  the  warmth  that  might  have  been  expected  of 
him.    By  the  duplicate  of  my  letter  to  il,  de  Brienue,  your 
Eminence  will  be  informed  of  the  deliberations  of  the  Parlia' 
meut  and  the  army  during  the  last  few  days,  from  which  it 
ttnay  be  perceived  that  those  two  bodies  arc  divided  into  two 
tions,  one  of  the  true  Republicans  who  are  fepnted  Prea- 
*  Inrterians,  and  the  other  of  the  Anabaptists  and  MiUeuanaQs 
or  Saints ;  that  the  former  party  prevails  in  the  Farliameat, 
and  that  the  other  is  not  so  powerful  iu  that  assembly^  but 
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that  it  ha&  ou  its  side  the  majority  of  the  officers  of  the  army ; 
which  leads  to  the  inference  tliat,  either  bypurj^tion  or  chsso- 
lution  of  the  Parliameut,  it  will  assume  the  entire  authority  of 
the  State,  and  that  in  a  few  days  wo  shall  again  behold 
some  new  establishment.  The  Council  of  War  is  now  assem- 
bled to  resolve  on  the  dcclnratiou  which  its  deputies  have 
prepared  :  altbough  it  spcalts  of  submission,  its  substance  con- 
taius  nothing  approaching  to  it^  and  it  la  con^dered  certain 
that  the  officers  arc  resolved  to  depend  no  lou^r  on  the  Par- 
liament hut  on  a  Council  of  War.  This  was  the  subject  of  their 
quarrel  with  the  late  Protector  and  the  cause  of  his  downfall. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  troops  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  will 
enter  into  the  views  of  those  in  England  i  and  General  Moiik^ 
has  yielded  to  Lieu  ten  ant- General  Fleetwood's  request  that  he 
would  remain  in  the  servioev  Most  of  the  oflBcera  in  the  ^ar- 
rifton  of  Dunkh'^k  have  been  changed,  as  have  also  those  of 
the  three  regiments  that  were  in  the  service  of  France,  as  it 
was  found  that  their  morals  were  not  so  good  aa  they  ought 
to  bo.  The  commandant  appointed  to  Dunkirk  has  not  yi^ 
taken  his  departure,  and  it  seems  that  Mr*  Lockhart  i&  ex- 
pected here.  I  learn  that  the  merchants  make  great  com- 
plaint that  they  were  not  allowed  to  load  at  Kouen  until  the 
French  ships  had  taken  in  their  freights^ — a  regulation  which 
had  never  Ijefore  been  enforced  in  France;  they  iutend  toi 
present  a  petition  to  Parlianaeut  in  order  to  obtain  the  re\'OCa- 
tion  of  this  orderj  which  is  believed  to  be  contrary  to  his 
Majesty*B  wishes, 

I  will  take  the  liberty,  my  Lord^  to  express  to  your  Emi- 
nence,— as  the  reconciliation  of  the  Crowns  of  France  and 
Spain  yield  you  all  the  glory  that  can  be  derived  from  *u<'ii 
negotiations,  and  win  you  the  grateful  good  wishes  of  *U 
FrenchmcUj — how  thoroughly  I  feel  all  the  joy  which  muatJ 
especially  be  felt  by  tho&o  whom  you  honour  by  your  good-i 
will,  and  who  profess,  as  I  dOj  to  be  passionately  devoted  to 
vour  service. 
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77.]  M.  OB  BoftDSAtrx  to  M.  de  Briennk. 

October  13,  1659, 
Sir, 

The  letter  wHch  you  were  plc&sed  to  write  to  me  o«  the 
4th  of  tills  month  puU  me  in  a  better  position  to  act  towards 
the  Government  of  England  than  I  had  been  in  for  some 
d^B,  bccanjse,  aa  it  iuforiuB  rac  of  the  foiiiidation  of  their 
jealousies,  and  of  his  Majestj^s  intentions  with  reg^ird  to  the 
Ws  in  the  norths  I  can  now  speak  on  both  aulijccts,  which 
I  pveii'iously  avoided  doing,  for  fear  of  being  found  ilt- informed^ 
or  lomng  credence  by  disavowing  facts  notorioustr  truCj  such 
the  King  of  England's  visit  to  Rouen,  where  he  was  enter- 
^tsined  by  a  Scottish  merchant  named  Scott,  and  his  embarka- 
tion at  St.  Maloes,  both  which  statements  were  publtahcd  here, 
but  I  would  not  believe  them  until  I  had  received  confirma- 
tion of  their  truth  :  it  would  be  of  no  service  now  to  disa\'0W 
them,  and  accordingly  I  shall  only  aim  at  convincing  the  mi~ 
nistera  of  the  Council,  in  the  conference  which  I  have  sought 
of  them,  that  his  Majesty  was  unable  to  prevent  their  surprise, 
but  that  he  must  not  Ix?  thought  any  tlie  less  averse  to  under- 
taking any  engagements  against  the  En^ish  Govcmmcutj  what- 
ever umbrage  his  enemies  may  endeavour  to  create  against 
him  ;  if  I  succeed  in  dispelling  their  suspicions,  I  shall  be  able 
■  to  discover  tlieir  present  dispositions  towards  the  King  of  Swe- 
^iden,  and  without  detrlaring  his  Majesty^s  views^  I  shall  not  fail 
\%o  give  them  to  understand  that  it  is  not  England's  interest  to 
libUow  the  movements  of  the  United  Provinces,  whose  ambas> 
sador,  at  our  last  interview,  reported  to  me  the  demands  of 
that  Prince,  which  did  not  indicate  anv  inclination  towards 
peace.  It  wouU,  in  fact,  be  self-delnsion  to  believe  that  he 
will  e^DT  desire  peace,  if  he  once  perceives  that  France  and 
the  Princes  of  Germany  arc  williag  to  take  up  arms  to  main- 
tain him  in  possession  of  the  territories  which  lie  holda  in  the 
£mpirc ;  because,  withont  any  risk,  he  will  matutain  himself 
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at  least  in  his  conquests  In  Deoinark,  and  might  eventt 
render  liimself  sole  master  of  the  coimtty,  if  the  inhabitants 
Copeiihagen  find  theiioftelves  without  hope  of  raising  the  siegcJ 
It  is  not  therefore  without  reason  that  the  States-General,* 
who  are  keen-sighted  enough,  make  auch  efforts  to  stop  the 
tnDoimssion  of  succour  from  France ;  and  although  ihe  care 
which  thcv  take  for  the  prcsenation  of  Denmark  may  seem 
to  stiiDi^tc  us  to  act  with  E^jual  consideration  towards  our 
ally,  thiOK  is  nev erthdess  this  diflbrence  between  them,  th^  | 
one  is  on  the  defen^ve  and  the  other  on  tlie  otTensive, 
that  the  Utter  may  easily  and  without  loss  of  honour  with- ' 
di«v  from  the  contest,  thereby  putting  au  end  to  the  pretext 
whidi  the  Emperor  has  for  attacking  Ponierania^  and  brcak- 
■g  off  the  ■n*"*'^^  which  the  Elector  of  Braudenburg  and 
«Aer  Stetai  win  doi^i^ea»  make  with  the  Hou;»e  of  Austriaaj 
m  order  to  semre  tlMiwiilun*  against  a  power  which  sets 
bite  to  its  cxtaDBOo ;  as  it  may,  with  good  rea^n^  be  ex- 
juiml  AaA  the  Kmg  of  Sweden,  alter  tlie  conquest  of  Dcn- 
■vk,  wfll  CVTJ  his  arms  dsewhere,  and  will  pay  f^  U«« 
^  l»  the  pacifie  rowmnhi  of  his  fiiendsj  when  he  finds 
I  H>  Bced  of  their  hdp.  His  past  conduct  and  his 
Mbnt  of  o«r  fararing  ito  more  favourable  opiaiou, 
m  the  thmii  which  be  puts  Ibrth  of  making  hia 
>  tihc  Aiftmr,  nor  his  ddcaoe  of  the  Protestant  ns 
IjT  hoasta  to  States  of  the  same 
m  any  other  light  than  as  arti- 
wipia.  Bat  the  interest  that  France 
m  Gcmany  a  Prince  capable  of  ha- 
'  of  ^e*  HoMB<  at  Anstna,  or  at  li'^ast  of  car- 
Mi  it  «n  its  own  grocmd,  must  be  regarded 
■otive,  as  it  leads  na  to  prefer  the 
'  9««dcft  to  the  fncaddiq^  of  some  other 
ik  ^  %»  W  4amBi  tkat  KagJwid  may  enter  into  ibc 
^■*^  ■■*  1  «*  da  all  in  my  power  to  bring  over  the 
•  ■huKitr  they  gi**e  me  an  opportu* 
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nity  of  convereing  with  then).  I  have  however  nothing  more 
positire  to  communicate  on  thia  subject  than  what  you  will 
have  gathered  from  my  pre^-ions  letters  :  they  will  have  in- 
forroed  you  that  GenenJ  Montague's  negotiations  have  pro- 
duced no  result  here,  that  hie  return  apparently  hae  beea  cen- 
Aured,  aud  that  he  only  justified  himself  hr  showing  that  he 
had  had  the  approbation  of  the  other  plenipotentiaries,  one  of 
vrhom  wifihed  indeed  to  detain  a  portion  of  the  fleet,  but  only 
in  order  to  jom  it  with  the  Dutch  fleet  against  the  Swedes ; 
the  others  were  in  favour  of  more  moderate  proceedings.  There 
ift  no  talk  of  sending  a  squadron  again  into  the  Sound;  if 
the  season  would  permit  it,  any  such  intention  would  be 
deferred  until  the  arrival  of  the  plenipotentiaries,  wlio  liavc 
liberty  to  return  to  Euglundj  unless  the  King  of  Sweden  should 
chauge  his  mind.  The  success  of  the  Imperial  troops  ix)th  iu 
Fomerania  and  in  Koyal  Prussia  might  produce  this  effect^ 
and  the  journey  of  Secretary  Coyet  from  HoUand  still  leaved 
some  hope  of  it;  nevertheless,  if  M.  de  Terlou  do^  not  dc* 
fttroy  all  hope  of  succour  from  France,  it  is  not  to  be  espected 
that  peace  will  be  restored  in  these  northern  quarters.  It 
vonld  also  be  contrary  to  all  reason  that  England  should  now 
involve  herself  in  a  new  war  from  mere  resentment  j  Sir  II. 
Vane  and  his  faction  are  too  politic  not  to  perceive  the  injiu^y 
such  ft  course  would  do  to  them,  and  Colonel  Sidney,  liimself 
an  important  person,  iA  too  able  a  man  to  suggest  taking  ven- 
geance uDseasonably.  They  profess  to  be  desirous  of  peace 
with  all  their  neighbours,  among  others  with  Spain,  as  the 
trade  of  Euglaud  cannot  revive  so  long  as  the  vvar  lasts,  aud 
vou  will  have  ascertained  from  the  conduct  of  ^Ir  Lockhart 
whether  this  general  desire  is  in  accordance  with  the  maxims 
of  the  principal  members  of  the  Government,  who  might  pos- 
sibly be  of  opinion  that  it  was  necessary*  for  the  maintenance 
of  their  authority,  to  leave  some  foreign  enemy  to  be  feared  ; 
although  the  pre^cut  Government  seems  to  have  gained 
strength  by  the  defeat  of  the  Royalists,  its  constitution  is 
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uevertbeless  snch  that  deliveraiice  from  one  danger  ia  only 
entrance  into  another,  and  after  having  destroyed  its  enemies 
it  is  forced  to  combat  domestic  dirisiona  of  an  equally  dan- 
gerous character^  and  in  Buppre&aing  which,  apprebenaions  of 
foreign  war  are  more  eiiectual  than  any  other  tueoos  that 
can  be  employed.  My  letter  of  last  week  haa  informed  you 
of  the  pnipoBitions  of  part  of  the  army,  of  the  reta^jhilion  by 
which  the  Parliament  eluded  them,  and  of  the  submission  of 
the  Council  of  War,  which  was  to  be  expressed  by  a  formal 
declaration ;  the  committee  of  officers,  appointed  to  draw  up 
this  document,  has  met  daily  without  agreeing  on  any  draft ; 
the  majority  wished  to  Losert  a  demand  for  au  apology  from 
those  mcmJjera  of  Parliament  who,  by  proposing  that  General 
Lambert  should  be  sent  to  the  Tower  of  Londoa,  put  so  bad 
an  interpretation  on  the  desire  of  the  northern  brigade  under 
hia  command ;  and  it  was  also  proposed  to  insist  that  the 
future  diftposal  of  comnii&sious  in  the  army  should  be  vested 
in  a  committee  of  the  principal  officers.  Thew  clauses  ap- 
peared too  arrogant  to  tliosc  who  are  true  Jlepublieana^  and 
the  draft  is  to  be  reported  today  to  the  General  Council  of 
War,  in  order  that  some  final  resolution  may  be  adopted, 
which  may  lead  to  some  modification,  but  not  to  giving  full 
satisfaction  to  the  Parliament,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of 
the  Republican  raerohcrs,  by  whose  advice  the  Common  Coun- 
cil have  obtauied  liberty  to  el&ct  another  ^Fayor.  The  same 
persons,  in  order  to  strengthen  their  party,  propose  to  fiU  up 
the  places  of  the  deceased  members  by&esh  elections,  without 
however  recalling  those  who  have  been  cipcUcd  or  eubsututing 
others  in  their  steady  and  they  have  determined  that  the  civil 
magistrate  shall  have  a  corrective  power  in  matters  of  rcUgioQ. 
But  as  Vauo  and  his  party  act  in  conj  unction  wttli  the  army, 
the  majority  in  wiiich  are  unwilUug  to  suffer  the  Parliament 
to  assume  so  much  authority,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  the 
prudence  of  the  others  will  be  confotmdcd ;  there  is  even  some 
talk  of  cx[>elliug  some  of  the  principal  men  among  Uicm,  and 
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ne  is  in  immediate  expectation  of  a  change :  if  it  takes 
place,  Vane  and  Lambert  will  have  a  grei^t  iAiare  in  the  Go- 
vemmeut ;  the  former  has  now  returned  from  the  country^ 
and  contmues  to  act.  The  Court  of  England  cannot  but  de- 
rive great  hopes  from  all  th^e  partialities ;  and  indeed  no  one 
thinks  that  the  nation  can  be  restored  to  tranqaiility  other- 
wise than  by  it»  reatoration^  as  the  ambition  of  private  indi- 
viduals will  not  permit  a  true  republic  to  be  established,  and 
it  is  not  likely  that  the  leaders  of  the  army  and  those  who»  ou 
the  ground  of  saiutship,  lay  claim  to  power,  will  long  remain 
on  good  terms  together.  The  issue  of  the^e  disorders  may 
be  contemplated  without  disquietude,  now  that  Franoe  and 
Spain  are  at  peace.  Wherefore  tlie  subjects  of  both  theae 
nations  ought  to  render  thanks  to  Heaven,  and  to  those  wliosc 
canoB  have  wrought  bo  great  a  work.  There  haa  lately  lieeu 
great  excitement  on  the  Exchange  in  London  because  the 
authorities  at  Rouen  have  refused  to  allow  the  English  ships  to 
load  until  the  French  sliipa  had  taken  in  their  freight,  a  regu- 
lation never  enforced  before ;  the  merchants  intend  to  present 
a  petitioir  to  Parliament,  in  order  to  obtain  by  ita  intervention 
the  revocation  of  these  new  order*  which,  it  h  said,  did  not 
emanate  from  the  royal  authority*  The  City  of  London  is 
preparing  to  give  a  great  festival  on  Thursday  to  the  Parlia- 
ment and  the  principal  officers  of  the  army,  after  they  have 
spent  the  greater  part  of  the  day  in  the  churches  in  rendering 
thanks  for  the  defeat  of  Sir  G.  Booth,  in  regard  to  whom  and 
to  the  other  priaonera  nothing  has  been  done,  as  the  divisions 
between  the  army  and  the  Parliament  supply  abundant  OCCU' 
patioD  of  another  kind. 
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78.]         M.  DE  Bordeaux  to  CkumttAh  ^JiZAKis, 

Octph^r  ^,  1659. 
My  Lordj 

lu  obedience  to  tlie  contoiits  of  tlie  letter  which  your  Emi- 
nence did  me  the  honour  to  'sprite  to  me  on  the  22u(l  of  Inst 
mouth,  I  had  requested  the  Council  of  State  to  appoint  com- 
misaioners  to  meet  me,  but  ae  that  body  desired  to  hx^to 
what  I  hud  to  cummuuicate  in  full  assembly^  I  yielded  to  ita 
wish,  aud  on  the  14th  of  this  month,  I  informed  it  that  hi* 
Majcaty*s  orders  enjoined  me  to  assure  the  PiirUamcntthat  he 
retained  towards  it  the  eame  feelings  that  I  had  already  ex- 
pressed,  and  that  he  proposed  to  keep  up  a  perfect  correspond- 
eiicc  with  the  Government  of  England ;  that  if,  to  fortify  that 
eorrcspondence  wluch  had  been  established  by  our  late  Irea^ 
ticsj  and  especially  by  the  treaty  of  1655,  it  was  deemed  expe- 
dient to  renew  theui,  the  King  woald  give  all  the  ueeessary 
orders  for  coucerting  and  agreeing  with  the  miiiistcra  of  the 
Commonwealth  on  mich  changes  as  were  required  by  the  con- 
stitutiou  of  the  present  government ;  thatj  in  fine,  his  MajcAty 
would  joyfully  acecde  to  anything  ealeulated  to  advance  the 
common  welfare  of  the  two  notions,  aud  to  prove  the  reality 
uf  his  good  intentions;  and  tluit,  a£  these  assurances  were  ro 
uewcd  at  a  jnuctiire  which  did  not  admit  of  any  doubt  of  their 
ftincerity,  they  desened  to  meet  M'ith  entire  crcdcnoc,  aud  Ui 
produce  a  greater  impression  than  any  public  rumours,  or  the 
fitatemeuts  of  tho&e  who  were  endeavouring  to  foment  jealou- 
sies bttwccu  the  two  coimtries,  and  availed  themselves  for  that 
purpose  of  any  oecurreucc  that  ought  to  be  ascrit>ed  to  acci- 
deDt,  and  to  the  facihty  with  which  even  his  ^lajesty's  ene- 
mies have  foiLud  passage  through  Franee.  I  then  declared 
that  I  also  had  orders  to  express  to  the  Council  that  his  llo- 
jesty  beheld  with  great  displeasure  the  little  euccesa  that  up  to 
this  time  had  attended  our  joint  efforta  for  the  pacifieatiou  of 
the  uortlieru  States,  and  the  iujuriee  wluch  the  eoutinuutiuu 
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of  tbe  war  in  thoAO  quartej^  miglit  inflict  on  other  Princes,  and 
particiilarlr  on  those  who  are  bound  to  ^arantee  the  exccii- 
tion  of  the  Treaty  of  Munster ;  that,  in  order  to  prevent  these 
incoDTeiueiiceSj  his  Majesty  had  lately  sent  fresh  orders  to 
his  resident  ambassador  at  the  Court  of  Sweden  to  make  new 
eSbits  to  persuade  the  King  to  consent  to  an  accommodation^ 
but  thaty  if  this  salutary  counsel  proved  unavaiiling,  his  Ma- 
jesty did  not  think  that  it  would  conduce  to  the  dignity  or  the 
mtere«t  of  the  friends  of  that  Prince  to  turn  to  his  destruction 
the  suceoor  which  had  saved  him  from  his  enemies,  or  that  the 
ParHament  would  adopt  resolutions  calculated  to  alienate  the 
jnendnbip  of  a  nation  which  Eiigland  has  always  esteemed, 
and  of  which  she  has  lately  descried  so  much,  notwithstand- 
ing the  ill-feeling  which  other  States  have  endeavoured  to  ex- 
rite  ;  and  that  if  his  MajestVs  example  was  of  any  weight,  no 
other  means  would  be  employed  to  promote  this  aecommoda- 
tian,  but  such  as  are  generally  used  among  allied  States,  who9e 
reasons  and  counsels  might  ultimately  prevwl  over  any  expec- 
tations of  a  great  conquest  which  seems  to  have  thrown  some 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  peace  between  Sweden  and  Denmark. 
1  af%erwanla  said  a  few  words  in  regard  to  the  difference 
which  remain  to  be  settled  respecting  the  places  in  new  France, 
and  requested  that  commissioners  might  be  appointed  to  ter. 
minate  the  matter,  and  that  everything  should  at  least  be  re- 
stored to  the  condition  it  was  in  at  the  period  of  the  treatv  of 
1  tJ55 ;  and  I  ended  my  audience  by  requesting  the  delivery 
into  my  hands  of  some  fifteen  or  twenty  Frenchmen  who  are 
among  the  Spanish  soldien  taken  some  months  b^  on  their 
way  from  St.  Sebastian  into  Flandere.  Tlie  President  of  the 
Council,  following  the  practice  of  Parliament,  merely  replied 
that  he  would  report  my  speech  to  the  assembly,  and  on  the 
following  day  the  Master  of  the  Ceremonies  requested  me  to 
pot  it  in  writing,  which  I  did,  hut  I  have  not  since  received 
any  communication  from  him.  It  might  happen  that  they 
will  not  hurry  to  give  me  any  answer,  as  my  expressions  of 
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the  King*B  good  feeling  may  be  treated  as  civilitiea  for  which.] 
Mr.  Lockhart  will  cxpreaa  gratitude,  and  as  what  I  said  in 
regard  to  the  affairfl  of  Sweden  wfljs  only  an  inritatloti  to  tliem 
to  take  advice  which  perhaps  is  not  in  at^cordauce  with  the 
inclinationa  of  tlie  principal  ministera  of  the  Government,  who 
arc  more  disposed  to  please  the  United  Provinces  than  the 
King  of  Sweden,     In  a  conference,  1  might  have  ascertained 
their  ^-iewa,  and  even  have  urged  them  to  make  efforts  with  ] 
the  States- General  in  order  to  withdraw  thetn  from  the  en- 
gagement on  which  they  arc  entering,  but  I  had  to  refrain  from 
peaking  m  full  council ;  and  if  I  have  not  opportunity  afforded 
me,  by  an  official  visit  &om  wme  of  the  ministers,  of  eutering  j 
more  particiiltirly  into  this  matter^  it  will  be  in  consequenee  of  J 
the  resolution  which  has  been  adopted  to  authorise,  by  puhhc 
consent,  all  that  the  said  Statca-Gcn^al  may  do  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  iKjaoe  of  Denmark.     One  of  the  ministers  of 
Sweden  complained  to  me  of  this  yesterday,  and  not  content 
with  blaming  England  for  abandoning  his  master  in  so  jnst  a 
war,  he  extended  his  eensnre  to  all  the  other  friends  of  his 
King,  without  even  excepting  France,  and  strove  by  many 
good  reasons  to  prove  to  mc  that,  whatever  security  may  }ya , 
offered  him^  no  secure  peace  can  be  established.     I  thought  it ' 
right  to  animadvert  on  a  speech  so  full  of  misconceptions,  and 
so  entirely  conformable  to  the  statements  which  the  samei 
minister  had  formerly  made  that  liis  master  had  thwarted  the 
despatch  of  the  English  fleet,  and  I  told  him  that  he  could  not 
speak  in  this  manner  unless  he  were  ignorant  of  the  efforts 
which  France  had  made  of  late  in  favour  of  his  master,  even 
exposing  licrself,  by  tliia  assistant^c,  to  the  risk  of  losing  the 
affection  of  other  States,  and  giving  them  reason  to  siispoct  | 
that  aho  was  secretly  fomenting  the  war  with  Denmaik ;  that  | 
he  also  flattered  himself  too  greatly  if  he  believed  that  he 
eould  persuade  the  public  that  the  King  of  Sweden  caruiot 
aecure  himself  against  Denmark^  if  he  were  supported  by  thM 
gnarantec  of  France  and  Eugland ;  that  it  would  doubtless  be 
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thought  that  the  hope  of  conquering-  the  whole  of  Denmark 
led  liim  to  reject  peace  rather  than  any  fear  of  so  feeble  a 
prince,  or  any  distrust  of  two  States  ifrhose  ponrer^  as  well  as 
their  goodvi]],  irere  Bnfficicntly  weli-known  to  him ;  that  more- 
OTcr,  by  preferring  to  ccmtinue  the  war,  he  would  arm  so  many 
enemies  against  himself  that  his  Majesty  would  not  be  able  to 
sare  him  £rom  them,  and  that  be  would  find  it  difficiilt  to  in- 
duce Engluid  to  continae  to  hold  the  same  views  vhlch  the 
pttat  and  present  governments  had  entertained  so  long  ^  they 
were  penuaded  that  the  King  of  Sweden  was  dispoeed  to  make 
peace*  After  baring  inflicted  this  little  mortification  on  the 
said  minister,  who  i&  one  of  the  moat  arrogant  persons  that 
Sweden  (s>uld  possibly  employ,  1  informed  him  of  the  last  re- 
presentations which  I  had  made  to  the  Council  in  favour  of 
his  magiter,  and  assured  him  that  his  ^lajedty^s  orders  obliged 
me  to  continue  the  same  good  ofi&ccs,  but  that  he  must  not  so 
strongly  rely  on  them  as  to  refuse  an  honourable  accommoda- 
tion; in  fact  the  Parliament  can  only  with  ^reat  difiiculty  be 
induced  to  suffer  the  Baltic  Sea  to  fall  entirely  into  the  power 
of  a  single  Prince^  whatever  franchises  and  prerogatives  may  be 
offered  to  England  therein  :  as  the  faith  of  treaties  i*  not  so  so- 
lidly fixed  but  that  whoever  has  the  power  in  his  band  will  find 
pretes^ts  for  contravening  them.  Parliament  may  moreover  be 
desirouft  to  have  war  kindled  in  Germany,  and  therefore  cares 
nothing  about  the  present  interruption  of  the  Baltic  trade, 
which  leads  me  to  doubt  whether,  if  we  should  reuew  our  trcatiea 
of  alliance  with  Mr.  Lockhart,  it  would  be  stipulated  that  the 
English  Government  should  do  all  in  its  power  to  divert  the 
Dutch  from  defending  the  King  of  Denmarkj  a*^,  whether 
the  execution  of  this  stipidatiou  were  thoroughly  sincere  or 
sucCGssftJ,  the  ruin  of  that  Prince  cannot  but  be  followed  by 
the  destruction  of  their  commerce  in  the  North ;  wh^cfore  I 
see  no  bkeUhood  of  any  treaty  so  long  as  tl»e  King  of  Sweden 
claims  to  retain  possession  of  the  islands  of  Denmark,  what- 
ever offers  his  secretary  may  make  at  the  Hague,  nor  is  it 
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probable  tJiat  he  cau  succeed  in  his  designs,  and  retaiu  his 
couquests  for  the  future.     Public  mmourv  still  asaert  that 
France  intends  to  undertake  the  defence  and  re^&toration  of 
the  King  of  England^  but  the  ministers  of  tlie  Government 
are  now  sufficientljF  aware  of  thi;  resolntiona  adapted  on  the 
frontier  not  to  take  umbrage  at  these  reported  they  speak  of 
peace  with  Spain  with  considerable  iDdlBcreucej  and  e%-en  now 
hzad  the  Portuguese  ambassador  to  hope  for  an  answer  to  hia 
propositions,  similar  to  that  which  his  Court  made  to  France 
for  a  close  league  and  alliflnce;  if  however  the  genenJ  incli- 
nation of  the   people   and  of   the  true   Rcpublieous    in   the 
Parliament   were   followed,  all    these   ad\autage8   (not    even     | 
including  tlic  retention  of  Dunkirk  and  Jamaica}  would  not 
prevent  &u  accommodation  mth  Spain;  not  that  her  forces     [ 
arc  considered  capalilc  of  replacing  the  King  on  liia  tlirone, 
but  with  a  view  to  restore  tradc^  which   has   been  greatly     ^ 
ruined  by  the  war :  the  leaders  of  the  iiarty  most  in  authority 
Bccm  to  entertain  \iews  which  are  not  in  aoeordauce  with  this 
desire^   and  may  probably  avail  themflelvea  of  the  coolaies^ 
wbicli  the  Council  of  Spain  will  aifect,  in  order  to  continue 
the  war,  and  thereby  to  keep  things  quiet  at  home :  nothlfl^H 
ptmtive  can  however  be  said  of  the  fiuure,  so  long  as  th^^ 
Covcrumcnt  is  so  uustablc.     My  last  letter  represented   the 
officers  as  assembled  to  resohc  on  a  dcclaratiou  of  »ome  im- 
portance to  the  CBtablishmeut  of  their  position,  but  the  acri- 
mony  which  manifested  iUvelf  amoug  thcin  iirovented   them 
from  coming  to  any  determination  ou  that  day;  but  ou  Lbc 
next  day,  they  agreed  on  a  document  which,  hi  ita  preamble,      j 
justifies  the  conduct  of  Lambert's  brigade,  profcsaea  n  con-       j 
etaiit  desire  to  maintain  a  Ilepublicau  government,  trcata  as  a 
calumny  the  opinion  which  some  entertained  that  the  army 
intended  to  elevate  a  single  person  to  the  chief  iK>wcr,  atiil  de- 
mands that  in  future,  punishment  sFiall  be  inlliclcd  on  those 
who  may  attempt  to  sow  division  between  those  two  ImkIics, 
whose  union  Is  so  neoeeeary  for  the  miuutenancc  of  public 
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tranquillity.  This  preamble^  which  is  expressed  in  somewhat 
haughty  language,  is  foUowed  by  certain  propositions,  the  first 
of  which  regards  the  reconciliation  of  Lambert's  brigade  with 
the  Parliament,  and  demands  the  payment  of  the  arrears  due 
to  the  army,  and  that  provision  shall  be  made  for  disabled 
soldiers,  and  for  the  widows  of  those  who  have  died  in  the 
service ;  that,  in  order  to  maintain  good  military  discipline, 
DO  soldier  or  officer  shall  be  dismissed  except  by  a  court- 
martial  ;  that  no  one  shall  be  appointed  to  a  command  except 
at  the  recommendation  of  a  committee  of  officers ;  that  the 
Parliament  shall  take  measures  to  avoid  the  confusion  which 
might  arise  if  the  arrov  had  no  chief  commander,  considering 
that  Mr.  Fleetwood's  commission  is  about  to  expire ;  and  that 
those  who  have  lately,  with  so  much  success,  exposed  their 
lives  for  the  safety  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  be  rewarded. 
,  This  requisition  was  presented  and  read  to  the  Parliament, 
on  the  15th  instant,  by  Colonel  Desborough  and  other  officers; 
and  they  were  at  once,  according  to  usage,  thanked  for  the 
expressions  of  affection  which  it  contained.  The  Speaker  also 
told  them  that  provision  had  already  been  made  for  a  i)or- 
tion  of  their  demands,  namely  the  payment  of  their  arrears, 
and  the  maintenance  of  disabled  soldiers  and  widows ;  and 
that  their  other  proposals  should  be  taken  into  consideration 
88  soon  as  possible.  This  was  to  have  been  done  on  the  day 
before  yesterday,  but  the  debate  was  adjourned  till  today ;  and 
this  morning,  it  was  resolved  not  to  examine  the  preamble, 
but  to  proceed  at  once  to  the  articles.  Meanwhile  the  Repub- 
licans have  not  remained  idle.  They  have  latterly  endea- 
voured to  gain  over  certain  officers  to  their  party,  in  order  to 
induce  them  to  sign  a  declaration  in  opposition  to  that  of  the 
Council  of  War,  composed  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  officers 
of  various  ranks ;  and  some,  among  others  the  Colonels  recently 
restored  to  their  commands,  were  ready  enough  to  disavow 
what  the  majority  had  done ;  they  even  boast  of  the  sympathy 
of  the  Scottish  army,  because  General  ^louk  wrote  two  days 
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ago  to  inform  the  Fariiament  that  he  had  prevented  the  peti- 
tion of  the  northern  brigade  from  being  BubBchbed  by  the 
troops  under  his  command ;  and  it  is  said  that  both  parties 
have  sent  messengers  into  Scotland  to  treat  with  the  said 
Genera],  and  obtain  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  the  last 
propositions  by  his  officers.  According  to  the  answers  which 
are  sent,  the  Parliament  will  prove  either  firmer  or  more  ac- 
commodating, and  meanwhile  the  debate  will  linger  on ;  it  is 
the  only  affiiir  now  before  the  House ;  it  appears  of  so  much 
imi)ortance  that  on  its  issue  depcuds  the  ruin  of  one  of  the 
two  great  factions,  and  the  ultimate  form  of  the  Government. 
The  Parliament  has  of  late  days  passed  no  act  of  importance, 
and  lias  not  even  settled  the  question  with  regard  to  filling  up 
the  seats  left  vacant  by  the  death  of  certain  members,  as  the 
Army  party  oppose  this  reinforcement,  which  would  doubtless 
be  composed  of  Presbyterians.  All  these  differences  did  not 
prevent  the  army  and  the  Parliament  from  meeting  on  the 
7th  of  the  month  at  the  banquet  given  by  the  City  autho- 
rities, after  they  had  attended  certain  preachments  which  the 
Uuakcrs  had  the  impudence  to  interrupt,  notwithstanding  the 
resi)ect  due  to  three  such  important  bodies.  The  Mayor  was 
obliged  to  have  them  driven  out,  and  the  Parliament  has  an 
Act  in  contemplation  for  repressing  similar  disturbances  in 
future.  .  .  . 
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